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xe TT was an ancient cenfltutioni it if 
raell, that a brother dying yithout 
i[ae,che next brother Tould aoe 
SF the of fice of a tinſman, and raiſe 
TN wp (cede 10 his brother deceaſed,ro 
W” continue his name, that it might 
not bee put out of trael « The” 

: Lord having not long ſince taken out of his vincyard 

| a faithful libonrer, and from my felfe a. loning, and 
| deare brother,1 thought that in ſome manner the equi- 
tie of this conſlitution, now antiquated and abolt- 
hed, did lay hold upon mee. And that beeing thenext | 
brother, 145 £9 dog the of fice of a brother, to continue, | 

| anl cternize his bleſſed memorial in Gods Church, by 
' bringing tv light this preſent. T reetiſe. He himſeife | | 
| while he lined wrote it,and had perfected it before his | 
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death,I haue but onely raiſed it out of his prinate ſtudie 
to the publique wſe of Gods Church, The children, 
| aid Hezekiah, are come to the birth, and thereis | 
no ſtrength to bring forth. Thus it fared with this au- 
thour. Hee had finiſhed and perfedted this workeand 
broughtit euen to the birth, but there was no time to 
bring it forth. God preuenting him, and by hi death, 
bringing him to the end of his Futh ( hw tranſlation into 
the beauens)before he came to bring this work to the end 
of his deſire, (the publication therof to the benefit of Gods 
Church: ) Ithought it great pitty that ſo hopefull an iſſue 
ſhould periſh for want of a little helpe in the birth. And 
I thought withall in cafe of my negligence, or refufall of 
his brotherly office, how iuſtly 1 might hane deſerued | 
the ignominions ceremony o, the ſpittle in my face. Here- 
upon 1 willingly performed this taske of peruſing and 
fetting forth this treatiſe. Zachary when he could not 
eake he wrote: $9 1 defired that his pen might make 
ſome fupply of the want of his tongue : that as Abell by 
his faith,ſo he by his works, being dead might yer 
{peake. | 
: Thus in briefe hath your Ladiſhip, the reaſon of my 
preſent endeauours. | 
For me to ſay any thing in commendation of ths work 
is not bappely [o fitting. 1t being both hard for one bro- 
ther to commend another without boaſting, and the 
younger and inferiour his commendation adding little 
credit or grace io the worke of his elder and _ 
Foras the leſle is bleſſed, ſo alſo praiſed of the grea« 
ter. 7 meane therefore herein to bee ſparmg. Onelie 
this,1 will but as the; widdow, which ſhewed Peter the 
Dorcas made, while ſhe 
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was with them. So onely will 1 ſhew.,and ſet forth [ome 

art. of his labou's which hee performed whileſt hee was 
with vs. And lethis owne workes praiſe him in the 
gate. Aud ſurely this worke will doe it, if either matter, 
or manuer argument or art will doe it. 

The matter and argument of it is ſuch , as yet handled 
at large by none before him that 1 know of. 

And beſides it us excellent by reaſon of the daily aſe 
which occurres in practiſe. So that of the title and ar- 
gument of this booke may 1 ſay as Gellius ſpeakes of a 
good title which Melifſus had ginen to a booke of his own 
whach it ſeemed ſcarſe deſerued it : T hat the very title 
had a greatalluring and entiling force to draw men 
ro the reading of it. Such the argument of this 
worke of ſuch fpeciall uſe in our pradtiſe, that it may ea- 
fily perſwade any , both to read, and like it. 1t containes 
the right 11: o0wTW, the art of knowing a mans ſclfe , 
it difcouers unto vs the infinitely intricate windings, and 
turnings of the darke Labyrinths of mans heart. adeed 
oftentimes the diſcoueries of couſenages , and deceits in 
the world make many, before hoxeſtly ignorant, to turne 
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.couſeners- and deceiuers. But heere needes mo ſach 
feare , for heere we are taught no new deceit or couſe- 
| ning trickes, which yet wee pradtiſe not ; but rather are 
conninces of that couſenage.,, with which we dcceine our 
owe ſoules, and yet will not be borne downe to be gul- 
ty of impoſture. This point is worthy our beſt wits , and 
knowledge... That heathen Philoſopher neuer thoughins 
hinſelfe te begin to know Philoſophy , till hee began to 
know limfel But ſurely wee neuer begin to know 
Diuinitie or Religion , i wee come to know our 
ſelues ::.0ur ſelnes wee cannot know, tl wee know our 
A} hearts. 
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hearts. I but, our hearts are deceitfull aboue all things: | 
who can know them ? They who with diligence ſhall per- | 


in ſome good meaſure to know them. Here ſhall they finde 
that dangerous Art of ſelte-Sophiſtry diſplayed , by 
which millions of ſoules are enwrapped in the ſnares of 
' $1than. And ſo by ſeeing their ſelfe-deceit , ſhall come to | 
| thetr ſei e-knowledge. A knowledge neuer more n:gle- 
fed, Ve nemo in ſeſe tentat deſcendere, nemo. 
M2 care not for knowing themſeluzs , who are often- 
tim?s to9 too curiouſly greedy of knowing all things elſe, 
beinz hzerein like to ooliſh trauellers, that loue to tra- 
well 1210, and talke of other ſtrange countries, ſtranzers 
in the meane time in the rarittes, ſecrets, and wonders of 
their owne. As for the Art, and manner of handling 
this argument in this Treatiſe , I leaue it tothe readers 
indgement, aduenturing notwithſlanding my ſelfe to ſay | 
this much, that had this Treatiſe but age and antiquitie | 


anſwerable to the ſufficiency jt ſhould eaſily finde anſwe- | 
rable acceptance. Nothing preindices writers more, then 
either mens knowledge of their perſons, or their want of 


antiquity. May not a man ſpeake of many of our new wri- 
i t2rs as Gellius ſpake once of a 200d ſpeech that Fauori- 
nys ade? Nonne, ſatth he, 11id Antiſthenes,aut Di- 
ogenes dixiflet, dignum memoria viſum efſet ? 7# | 
Diogenes or Antiſthenes had but ſpoten that which 
| Fauorinus did, the peech had gone for halfe an oracle, | 
now happily th: more reſpettl:ſſe becauſe from Fauori- 
nus, that was inferior , it may bejn nothing to Dioge- 
ne3 but in ſtanding. How many worthy moderne wri- | 
ters amonzit vs negleFed, onzly becauſe moderne ? 
Nonne li hzc Auguſtinus, aut Chriſoſtomus, &c. 
| Had * 
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uſe this preſent Treatiſe ſhall with Gods blefling be able | 
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Had but Auguſtine, or Chryloſtomeor ſome auncient 
Father wrote them , how had they beene admired, now 
neglected, onely becauſe as Bildad fpeakes they are bur 
ot yeſterday ? Moſt mens indgement of writers is the 
ſame that of wine. Luk.5.39. The olde is better. 4nd 
yet oftentimes , the old ts hard and tart , and neerer wi- 
| negar then wine., when the new is ſweet and pleaſant. 
How many workes of ſome of the Fathers which haue lit- 
tle worth elſe in them beſides antiquity , and the credit 
of an ancient Fathers name? How would we wilifie thoſe 
| ſame things in new; which wee ſo magnifie in old wri- 
ters ? Tſpeake it not to derogate ought from the worth of 


| fond humor , which meaſures worth onely by age, as if 


thoſe ancient worthies, and reuerend ſages, ( 1gine them 
all due reuerence and reſpeit )but onely to meet with that 


nothing could be good, but that which is olde : And from 
a meane conceit of writers perſons knowne, and ready to 
preiudge their workes unread and onknowne. 

But as for your Ladiſhip ; 1 perſwade my ſelfe that 
your knowledge of the Authors perſon, parts, and en- 
dowments wherewithall God had graced him , will be the 
greater meanes to winne your Honourable acceptance of 


this worke. And ſo much the rather doe I preſume wpon 


| your Ladiſhips fauour heerein, becauſe whileſt this An- 
| thor liued(out of a loue to his graces, and honourable diſ- 
' poſition ) he emtended this worke to have beene honoured 
by the Patronage. of your worthy and right noble bro- 
; ther, who now alſo tozether with this Author 1s at reſt, 
| finging .heauenly Halleluiahs iz the preſence of the 
| Lambe. 

| Pardon me good Madam, if- I renew your gricfe with 


the mention and remembrance of ſo great a loſſe. Gine | 
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TUNGIIEG {UR 
| 5 leaue to teſtifie our fellow-feeling of your ſorrowes. 


| Publicke loſſes may not paſſe without publicke heauines. It | 
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| 75 a loſſe that yeelds Vs argument both of great gricfe,and | 
as great feare:Canit be a ſmal griefe to j our ſelues de- 
priued of the wſe and benefit of fo many rare vertues,and 
' honorable inclinations,of ſo great learning in fo few years, 
of ſo great grace, holines, and religion in ſo young yeares, 
25 were ſweetly met and combind inhim ? Hys rare en- 
' dowments , his noble diſpoſition , his religious conuerſ4- 
' tion, his hopefull ſeruice to Gods Church, and this king- 
dome conſidered, I may ſay of the Church and Common- 
wealth,as once Valerius ſpake of Cornelia in the lofſe of 
her louing husband , Corneliam neſcio an fxliciorem 
dixerim quod talem virum habuerit,an miſeriorem 
buod amuſerit : 7t is hard to ſay whither wee were hap- 
pier in the inioyment , or onhappicr in the loſe of ſuch a 
per ſonage. And as in his loſſe there is great cauſe of | 
griefe, ſo no leſſe of feare. Wee may gn that ſo:great 
good 15 taken from vs,ve may fear becauſe ſome great 
| euull is comming vpon vs: The righteous periſheth,and 
20 man conſidereth that he is taken away , from the enill 
that is 10 come. Surely when good men, eſpecially being | 
great men,nnd young men too,are taken away, jt w a fear- | 
full preſage of much anger , and euill tocome. The Lord ' 
; mſee Vs all wiſe to coniider the deaths of ſuch menthat 
' the feare of enills to come , may make ws fſeeke to anoide | 
: cutll preſent, and make vs prudent in the forefioht of the | 
pligues to hide onr ſelues, | | 
Bret yet in the middeft of this griefe and ffare , your | 
L adifhip is not I:ft altogether comfortles. As it is.a com- 
i fort that Gad honoured your etl withſuch an one, 
|/o is this alſo none of the l:aſt comforts to you, that ou 


mourne 
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mourne not-alone',' but haue the. hearts of all good men 
heauy with yours. It-yakes onr 10ythe greater to haue | 
others reioyce with vs, when wee reioyce : but it makes 
our ſorrow the leſſe when-we hane others, to weepe with 
ws,when we weepe.. Did Abner, faid Dauid, dye as a > Sam.z 33- 
foole ? So of him-ib may be ſaid: Did he'dye. asun imme- 
riting ,, 45 an ipnoble per fon ® -without teares ? without 
lamentation? I thinke.1 may boldly ſpeake it , that nener 
| any of his place, and of his yeares, left more heauy hearts 
behinde him' then hee hath done: * Theſe are miſerable 
 griefes indeede*; when' dthers  frnde matter of. ioy in the 
matter of our griefe:, - and laugh at our teares., but then 
may wee grieue comfortably., when wee ſee others tone. 
with ws, and ioy. to-heart. our loſſes; as well as our . 
I would willingly both inlarge his commendation and | 


/ 


| our griefe, but theſe require rather 4 Volume then an E- 
\.piſtle. And I may ſpeake of him as. Auguſtine of ang- | 


ther,\ Wa quidemanima-m focietatem -fidelium et | zpþ,; ..3, 
caſtarum recepta, laudes nec curat, nec querit hy- | | 
manas,imitationem tantum quzrit : He deſires more 
the imitation then commendation of his verines ; and the 
| aritation-rathervof- bis life ,\then alamentution- for his | 
death. O21 WANTED | 
' Yet may Tad altogether paſſe ouer in filence his holy 
| and relizious courſe ; which ws, to keepe a Catolozue or 
. diary of bus. fumes. a%nft-God c and excrynitht , or the 
« pext morning, tu.reutew the fauits of the day pait : Euc- 
rie Saboth marninz; or might before, to renew the faults 
of the wholeweeke and. at the end of  enery moneth to | 
 ſarncy, tha wholei'nonecths. tyanſorefſion.” This did hee| 
aaily,weekely, and:monthly ; thereby the better to _ 
"I e 
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| ble him{clfe for his ſinnes, and renew his prattiſe of re- 

| | —_—— fe day before his —_ of ts 

| | Sacrament did alwaies wſe to humble himelfe before 

| | the Lord with faſting, prayer, and confeſyion thereby the 

[ better to prepare himſelfe for the more worthy and com- 

| fortable receiuing of the holy Communion. 

| | I ſay nothing of his religious obſeruation of the Saba- 

[ oth by himſelfe alone , and with his people about him both ; 

before and after the publicke Exerciſes , in meditation , j 

reading, prayer, and repetitions. His carefull expenſe of | | 

time, his keeping of ſet houres of ſtudy. Thus did he with 

good Toſiah,while he was yet a child ſeeke the Lord. 

By means of which his holy and conſtant courſe in ſecking 

| the Lord , in few yeares he became wiſer then his aunci- 

[| ents and teachers , and preſerued his young yearcs , in 

4 | great honour and reputation , free from all the blemiſhes 
it 
| 


— 


w__ 


and ſtaynes of youth, notwithſtanding the manifold occa- 
frons to the contrary in regard of his place and condition. 


j The truth is, the world was not worthy of him. His ver- | 
tues and his graces were filter for heauen , then this im- ; 
pure earth. - 

Let ws now that are behinde , turne our griefe into 
care, let our care be to follow thoſe holy ſteps hee hath 
i trod before vs. Trueit is you can neucr reconer his per- 
1 ſon.his graces you may : The griefe will be theleſſe for 
4 the loſſe of his perſon , if you make a recouery of hs gra- 
ces. Whileſt hes ſpirit is doubled wpon your Honour, and | 
[18 his graces ſhall ſuruiue in your religious imitation , fo} + 
long we ſhall count him huing in your ſelfe. g 

And now Right honourable 1 intreat you by the louc 
that he bare tothis Author, and by the loue that you bare 
15 | to bis honourable: Patrones , your deceaſed Father , and 
| | | ES ' Brother 
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Brother (both now glorified Saints ) to teitifie your loue 
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to this Author by your honourable , and: fanourable ac- 
ceptance of this worke. "oo 

May your Ladyſhip but pleaſe to wvouchſafe the rea- 
ding, and ——_— thereof , and 1 dare preſume 
won as much. Thus as Thaue:taiſed this to light , ſo I 


commend it to your Honours patronage, and protedtion : 


and your Honour to the patronage and protection of the 
| Lord Teſus, May. 5. Epping in Eſſex. 


Your Honours 
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wayes, according to the fruit of bis workes. 
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| Crnaye.l. 

The Text opencd ; A preparation to the Trea- 
riſe following,ſhewing the originall ofthe hearts de- 
ccitfulneſle, the difficultic, and yer the mcanes of 
knowing it. 


} — 


- as H E Prophet hauing gricuouſly 

FFTAX.mecnaced the Iewes in the be- 
29 ginning: of this Chapter ; be- 
& cauſe hee faw how much they 
4d bore themſclues out againſt 


FDKITI 2: £2 ptian his helpe; there- 
fore in the fifth verſe hee curſeth all ſuch as relye 


@- 
CIDIKSHRLTSTe 


The beart i deceitfull abone all things, and eatll, who\ 
can know it? 1the Lord ſearch the heart and try the 
reynes , that I may giue to euery one according to by | 


 theferhreatnings, vpon hope of | 


| 


} 


Coher. 


Plal.3.4- 


vpon man , and wake fleſh their arme,contrarily blel: | 
fing ſuch , as in-their dangers fhroud and ſhelter | 
themlclues vnder the wing of the Almighty. 
But here the lewes hauing made «4 conenant with | 


{hell and 'death , would be ready to obieR againſt the 


| Propher 3 what then is all this threatning ro vs? 
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Pro,26.2. 


from God. Vie of mcanes doth nor preivdice trul} | 
in God. Truſt in od as it cannot ſtand with ruſe 
in meanes 5 ſo neither without ve of meanes when | 
they may be had \Vee repoſe our iclues on God | 
as nuich as thy ſelfe, or any elſe: and wee repaire 
cothe ſecond caules, onely as ſeruiceable, and ſub- 
ordinate to the firſt. Therefore 4s the ſparrow by 
wanaring , and the ſwallow by flecing eſeape, ſothis 


thy cauſe!eſse curſe, ſhall not come:neither arc we ſuch | 


childrento be skarred with bug{-words. - 

The Prophet theretore in this verſe preuenteth 
this obicRion, and keepeth them from this ſtarting 
hole,ſaying,7 he heart rs deceitfull,as it he ſhould ſay, 
Flatrer not your ſelues in a vaine conceir, that you 
with-draw not your heart from God, and ſo God 
will not with-draw his from you. Nething more 
eaſe than for a man to deceine himſelfe : tor the 
heart by reaſon of the great wickedneſle thereof, is 
a bottom-leſſeand vnſcarchable gulfe of guile; in| 
ſo much asnonecan know, not onely anothers, but 
not his owne heart, The Lord onely hath referued | 
this as a prerogatiue royall to himſelfe exactly to 
know the depth of our hearts : that ſo, though 
men conceiuing well of themſclues, may conceive 
amiſſe of God, as one that by his doings will not 
iuſtifie the Prophets ſayings 3 yet hee judging of | 


men,according to the ſecret diſpoſition and conſtj- | 


rution of their hearts, may dealewith them accor- 
dingly, bleſſing rhoſe that in truth doe truſt in him, 
but curſing ſuch as with-draw from him, thongh 
not their rongues, yet their hearts, This is the or- | 


| 
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; heritance. But it may be asked , Is this deceirfu!- | 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. $ 


- 
— 


der andgenerall purpoſe of the words. 
| They conraine in thema propoſition concerning 
the hearts deceitfulnefſe. Heere two things are to 
be conſidered : what is meant by bears, what by 
deceitful. 

By heart, mans heart is meant, as appeareth by 


of the principall ſcars of the ſoule of man, therefore | 
by a Aetonymy of the ſubiec? , it is vſually in the 


the context. And now becauſe mans heart is one | 


faculties in the ſoule, as more ſpecially belong to the 
heart, asthe will and affections. Bur here it is tobe | 
taken for the whole ſoule and all the parts thereof, } 
the vaderſtanding, the will, the affections : for all } 
are deceitful, 

The word aeceirfull is ſignificant in the Hebrew, 
comming of a verbe which {ignifierh ro ſupplant, 
as runners1n the race vſe to doe; and from this word 
had /zkeb his name, becauſe he caught Eſau by the 
heele when hee was comming forth of the wombe : 
| So doe our hearts cunningly, as it were, trip our | 
| heele when wee are to runne the race which is ſer | 
| before vs. | Though heete. alſo that reaſoa of the | 


| name which Eſas falſely gaue tro 1akob, may truely } 
' agree to our hearts; well may they be called /akobs, | 
| becauſe they cozen many, and doe their endeauour 


tocozen all of Gods bleſſing, and the heauenly in- | 


Scriptureput ſometimes for the whole ſoule, ſome- } 
rimes (and that morefrequemly ) for ſuch ſpeciall j 


neſle given vnto all men indifferently , or one!y to, 
ſome? Anſw.To all,ſaue Chrif,;n whoſe mouth (and | 
fo heart) was foxnd noguile. By nature all our hearts | 
| 2 


| 


Reſelution and 


lence, 


Gnacob, 


Gen.27.36, 
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a 
FT yu alike. And the change that grace makes in this | 
' [life is notſuchbur rhar in ſome ſorr,the heart ofthe 
beftmay ſtill be ſaidto be deceirfull. Chriſt indeed! 
give Nathapael this praiſe , that there was no guilc 
PGlz3z2 |in his heart, *and Daxid ajes the like of every yuſti- 


! yong man increaſeth daily. Thus then we interpret 
theſe words of the Prophet, The heart of man is |- 


{firong, and raigning deceirfulneſſe, che deccirful- 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans hearts, 


fied man: but rhis 1s true onely of the ſp/r:7, of the 
new, or young manthatis created by God in the re-| 
generate, and not of the fl:{þ, that olde 22a7,an olde: 
toxc indeede, that by reaſon of his age is ofren too. 
hard for the yong man : for youth is but {imple in 
regard of olde age 3 Hombeit as young men grow 
ſtill ro further perfeQion, andare on the encrealing 
hand, whereas olde men decrealc, till at lengrh age 
brings dotage : ſoheere the craft of this olde man 1s 
daily weakened, the rather for thoſe many wounds 
which the ſtronger young mans arme gtues him 
in the braine, whereas the ſpirizuall wiſedome ofthe 


deceitfull, even the whole heart of the wicked , be- 
cauſe it is wholly fle/þ, and part of the heart of the 
godly , namely, the varegenerate and fleſhly parr. 
The heart of the wicked is deceitful with a full, 


neſle that is in the heart of the godly is weaker,as 
being diſcerned of them, and ſtrouen againſt by 
them. The heart of the wicked ſhewes it deceitfu]- 
nefle in the whole conrſe of their liues.The godly one- 
ly in ſome particuler att ons. AS itis ſaid of Dauid,/e 
was wpright inall things , ſaue onely in the matter of 
FT1ah. T he generall current of his life was free from 


deceirfulneſle, though not the particuler action 3 
 Contrarily| 


— 


— 


al / 


oY 
LS 
0: 
bo 


OMEN. " IPs ER an > Coe at i END ERA x EAN 
= BY Fs 4 A. © # - . Ts - 4 TA; _—_ y 

P > ys ERS" of » os AN wy CaO hed = COW OE DL INE MN 

So er wn ad SE Ae OI A He Tn 


j 


| The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| Contrarily, the hearr of the wicked may be vpright 
in ſome particular ations, as Abimelechs in thetaking 
of Sarah. Iknow (ſaith Gog) thou haſt done thisin the 
vprightmes of thy heart: yet not jn the maine of their 
lives; This is proper onely to the godly,that they 
are vprigbt in their way that is,the conſtant tenor of 
their conuerſation . Now this deceitfulneſſe heere 
giucnts the hearr, is ſet forth, Firſt, by the greatneſſe | 
of it : aboue all things. Secondly, by the cauſe of it : 


| MY 


| 


Gen; 20.6, 


Pal. c19.2, 


and euill. Thirdly, by the vnſcarchableneſſe of it,fuck 


lighr. 

To beginfirftwith the deceirfulneſſe of the heart, 
and then to come to the illuſtrations of it after- 
ward; It may be asked for the better vnderſtan- 


ding thereof, How comes this deceitfulnefle into | 


the heart 2 Is not the heart Gods creature? and did | 


hee not make it ſimple, plaine, and true ? whence | 


then this fraud ? Lord, thou ſowedfſt in this field 
of mans heart,the good corne of faith, truth, ſince- 
ritie : whencqgghen theſe Tares? Salomon tels vs, | 
Eccle/. 9.31. God made man righteous : but they hane | 


that none can know it , figured with an interrogas« | 

\tion, who can know it*chat is none of himſelfe,by his | 

'ewne mother wir, without an higher and clearer 
| 


The originall 
of the hearts 


| deccitfulacile, 


| ſought out many inuentions : for howſoecuer theſc iu- 
3 | wentions and deccits (as Moſes ſheweth Gen.z.) were 


firſt forged in the Diuels braine,and came eur of his 
| ſhop. yer: becauſe they were fo readily. apprehen- 


; ded,and as it were bought vp fo faſtbyour firſt pa- | 


rents, therefore Salomon aſcribes them to man. So 


\that howſocner heere alſo the queſtion concerning 
agen .yea thiſtles of treachery, anda pertidi- 
4 -N 
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The diſhculty | 


of finding out 
this deceiiful + 
neſle, 
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 ovſnefle in our hearts may truely be anſwered with 


| The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


char in the- Goſpell : The enuious man. hath ſowne| 
them. yet withall ic may iuſtly be ſaid, becauſe the | 
ground did ſoopen her mouth for them,” that the 
field itelte did bring them. forth... If at the firſt, 
when as this field was as the pleaſant Eden of: God; 
how much more now,when hauing the ſalt as itwere 
of God: curſe ſowne vponit,itis become asa barren 


wilderneſle ? If 4dam and Exe might be charged as 
the ficft fathers and founders ef thoſe deceitfull in- 
uentions ſuggeſted by Sathan, becauſe of their ready, 


henſion of them, whereby wee drinke them in « che 
fifo doth water ? If they for willing con/enting to,how 
much morewe,for wifull comfiring with the diucl! ? 
So that, whatſocuer the Scriptures ſhall rel] vs.con- 
cerning the Temprters wiles, wee may ſafely draw it 
hi:her, and apply itto our felues, partners and pra- 
Qizers with. Sathan.in his ſtratagems againſt our 
owne ſoules. | | 

Wee ſec then the rocke, whereout this deceitfo]- 
neſle was hewen. A pigge it is of our owne Sowe, 
a flower (weede rather) of our owne garden. ]t're- 
mayneth, that, more particularly, wee ſhould ſee 
v hat1t is, wherein it conſiſts , and ſhewes ir fe!fe. 
A labour ſurely full of difficulye . For as the wo: 


| 15-deepe, and thon haff.mo pitcher, the ſamomay weſay 
roour {clucs of this pit, this puddle, this den, this 
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how. much more wee, becaule of our greedy appre-: 


| 


dungeon.. It is very both darke and deepe. Who | 
can ſee it f who canſonndit 2 Ard alas, where are| | 
our buckets to empry-it ?:YVho. hath not caufe-ro | 


—_—_— 


man of $4mart faidof her. Weil to Chrft, The Well | 


complains] | 
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[OT 28 


| heart onely of Adam and Exe. How then is the | 
' number (thinke wee) increaſed ſince, there being 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. U 


waile that darkneſſezin which that power that is within | (4 37 nt 


; ile plamrende 


{ cultas mea que 


cauſe euen that which indeed is in v5,is kept ſecretfrom | in me ef, vt a- 
v57ill experience manifeſt is ? O ye many blinde cor- | 1mm mere de 
ners,the ſecrer-turnings and windings, the perplexe | 7 
labyrinths, the cloſe lurking-holes that are heers ! | =o» fecils bs 
who would thinke that withiw>the compaſſe of | "_ ex 
ſo ſmall a picce of fleſh, there ſhould be roome | &9m1!nf 
enough to harbour ſuch ſwarmes of vaine and vile | ?/»n9ue oc« 


choughts, defires, affections ; and that farre more | 9 Hani 


eXxperientia ma» 


ſecretly from being eſpyed by vs, then the largeſt | »/c/ervr, 
and vaſteſt Cities can doe any skouting naughty 


bred before thee O Lord. And yet eaſier it is to know the —_ pr 
namber of his haires,then of the motions and affettions | mo, coixe ctiam 
Hercules Monfeer ſtill freſh heads , oneſpringing vp | 1.4.; m comes 
after the cutting eff of the other, and as in Fn. A capilli eine mas 
remple, after the fighe of ſome abhominations ſtill |! ae 
moe : ſo heere in this ſoinbnice a receptable of de- | & ci 7 me- 
ceitfull thoughts, one deceit ſueceedivg, and preſ- | * 74%. 


' faid Sa/o10w, ſpeaking of thoſe at the firſt, in the 


) 


none, whoſe braine or breſt hath not caſt in his w-- | 
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| complaine with St. eLuflen, Inſt-canſe hae I to be- | Corfeſſ lib. 10. 


me, is hid from me; ſo that my ſaule aching it ſelfe con- | renetre, inqui.- 
cerning it owne firenprh cannot ſafely beleene it ſelfe;be= | ate ſa. 


of his heart, as excellently Saint Anfiew , For as in | «ts Dani 


ſunt, quam aſſes 


| ſing hard at the heeles of another Many inventions | x. 8.6.5, 


| 


packe? Man is a great deepe;whoſe very haires are wums | Confeſ 3.4 cop, | 
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The deecitfulneſſe of mans heare. 
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| 
| 
| The meancs 
to know the 


| hearts deceit, 
Iudg. 14.18. 


Mar.q.21.22, 
interpreted. 


x Cor.14, 


Pro. 20.5. in- 
terpreted, 


| wereamazed toſce ſuch /it/ers,yea legions of deceit- 
full diuels, couching cloſe in this their ſtinking tie, 
crie out, as heere wee heare him, The heart is deceit- 
full abone all things, who can know it ? So myſlicall are 
theſe hearts of ours. So deepe and abſiruſe are her | 
myſteries of deceit. VVhy then will ſome ſay, doe 
you trouble your ſelfe in vaine,? for if none can. 
know this »w9/terie of iniquitze , how then can you 
know it ? how can you make vs know 1t f 


; yet / the Lord know; andif we. plow with his hyfer,we 


— 


Cl nn 


ſearch the deepneſſeof Sathan, and of mans deceit- 


I anſwere, though no man know it as of himſelfe, 


ſhall know the darkeſt riddles. There is a myſtery 
of fin (ſayes one) lying in the foldes of our hearts, 
which wee ſhall neuer ſee vnlefle the-ſpirit of God 
catcrin, and giue vs light : for this ſpirit ſearcheth | 
the deepe things of God, 1 Cor, 2, much more can it 


full heart. If then wee conſult with the Lords ſpirit, 
wee may learne of him whar theſe deceits be , ſo 
farre forth, as hee hath reuealed them in his word ; 
which is a light whereby wee may ſee in this, even 
morethen «Eg yptian darkeneſle. Therefore our S4- | 
#iour counſelleth vs to rake the benefit of this 

lighe, and not to let it ſtand vnder the bed, and thar 
vpon this ground, for there is nothing hid [namely 
in our hearts, though neuer ſo cloſely] but it /hall be 
opened, namely by the power of the word, moſt 
plainely. And this Paw/exemplifics in his :4zof,com- 
ming into the Church aſſemblies, and in hearing 
the word opened, ſeein2 himſelfe & his owne heart 
opened,and the ſecretsthereof diſcouered. Counſel] | 


[vnderſtand it of crafty counſel] is 79 the hart of man: 
| but | 
— 
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| | The deceirfulneſſe of meus heart. 


= 


of ſpirituall vnderſtanding,:out of the word:) wall 


keth'the wiſedomeof the word to be a bucker, able 
to bring vp the filehy mire our of the deepelt pits 
'of deceitfull hearts . And if the wiſe man have skill 


[draw it vp full againe, much more then into his 
_ Though then naturally wee are all blinge, 
walking in the darke Cloyſters of our hearts, yer, if 


ther) and lead vs along by his Word and Spirir,we 
{ball then clearely ſec the ſeucrallranckes andorders 
of the abkominable deceits therein : for in the 
word of God there are many wonders to be ſcene, 
as Danid confeſlſeth, in that his prayer, Oper mine 
eyes O Lord, that 1 may ſee wonders out of thy Law. A. 
| mong the which, this of our owne hearts vnbowel- 
'ledand enatowized, is not the leaſt. Indeede, when 


, our dead bodies are whole., wee cannot ſee what is | 
within, They will caſt forth an evill ſauour, and wee | 
may ſee ſome filthineſſe and deformitie in them, 


| The which yeris but ſweetneſſe and beaury to that 
'wee ſee, when the body is cur, opened, and intrals 


taken out. Surely the noſes and eyes, cucn of ſome; 


| naturall men, hane diſcerned in mans heart vnope- 
'ned, vnſanory naſtinefle , odious ouglineſſe. Bur 
alas, all chatwas notenough to humble them, ney- 


ther was it any thing to that they might haue ſecne. 


in the heart broke vp by God, the onely skilfull ana». 
| tomizer thereof, VYho, as he ſeethall things there- 


bur's 2147 of vnderſtawding ( vnderfiand it ſpecially 


fetch it out, ſaith Sa/omon. Heere the holy Ghoſt ma- 


tolet downethis bucket into other mens hearts, and 


in, 


| 
| 
| 


' 
' 
' 
! 


the Lord goe before vs with his torch, ifhe take vs, f 
as once Ezechiel, intothis corrupt temple (ſtable ra- | 


Plal.11 9.18. 


—_  — 


_—_ _ Rr—__—_— _ —_ 
_ 
" - : - 
—_=—_#_——_——————— — 


nn 


I The deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. 


ſ Heb. 4+ | 3.in- 
rerpreted. 


a Pet. 1.19, 
interpreted. 


Pla, 107.23. 


Pſal, 104.26, 


i keth, Heb.g. 13.ſo alſo hath hee laid it open in his 


{ for to ſhame and humble vs : for here in the word 


| in, lying naked as inananaromy,as the Apoſtle ſpea- 


word rnto vs; as inthe verſe before, the ſame Apo. 
file ſheweth,7he word of Gol is linely, ſharper then rhe 
rwo-eiiged fword,a d;ſcerner of the thoughts ana ſeiret 
enients of the heart neyther is there any creature,which 
is not manifeſt init fjzhr, namely, ofthe word before 
ſpoken of : for ſo [thinke , without any violence of- 
fered to the words , may the Text be interpreted, 
And the word [creature] T take for the creature of 
the heart, namely, the thoughts and intents thereof 


word difcerneth the thoughts of our heart;not ſome, 
but all. Nothing is there, that the heart forgeth, 


learned iudge. ſ 

' Wellthen, fince the word is that Light which foi- 
neth in this darknefſe,hauing it with vs, venter we to 
deſcend downe inte this deepe dungeon, and to 
launch out intothis vaſt Ocean, hauing this plum- 
met, to ſound the bottome thereof . They that goe 
downe ints the deepes (ſaith the Prophet) they ſec the 
workes and wonders of the Lord. But they that goe 
downe into this deepe are not now like to fee any 
thing, but the deepeneſſe of Sarhay, the workes and 
wonders of the Diuell , the Ziz/4har that ſporteth 


phing heere, as in his Kingdome : which fight, 
though haply not ſopleaſing, yer profitable it will be, 


arethoſecleare waters, which if wee trouble them 


before mentioned. That the ſence ſhould bethis. The! 


frameth,and as it were createth within it ſelfe,which | 
i this word taketh not notice of, But of this ler the; 


himſelfe in theſe waters, or rather a Neptewe trium: | 


nor, 


—  — 


o 


— 
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not, with the mudde of our owne affeQions, like 
the Elephant; clearely wee may ſee our owne de-{ 
formitie. Here is aglafſe, wherein we mAybchold the 
faces of our harts,and eſpy eventheſinallet} wrinckle 
of deceit whatſocuer.” Andthat nor ſo, as our ra» 
turall faces in common glaſſes, where we forget, as 
'ſoone 5s our eye is ont of the glafſe, what was the | lames c.. 
faſhion cf our face; but ſo, that ill the ſight ſeene | 
ſhall ſticke by. vs ;/ preſcnring it-{elfe to the eye of 
our vnderſtanding. VVhen'fome- cunning. deecit- 
full-Theefc hath'ſtollen ovghit from thee, thou run-.] 
neſt preſently to the cunning wizard a worle theefe, 
a worſe deceiuer, to-ſce m Yis deceiuable Glaſle, 1 
know not whar phanfie; the'theefe it ſhould be, that 
hath rebbed thee : Loc thy heart; the moſt crafty | 
andcoſcning theefe tharcan be, hathrobbed thee, | 
and doth daily filch from thee thy richeſt treaſure, 
And casſtrhou in thy little loſſe runne tothe Diuecls | 
lying glaſſe, to finde outa little theefe, and wilt 
thou nor. in thy greater loſſe, come: to Gods true 
glaſle to finde out the great-Theefe 2 If thou thin- 
keft there is no ſueh theefe that fiea/os. ought from 
thee, doe but come hither to this Glaſe, andthou 
ſhalt ſee him, and all the trickes and myſite- - - 
ries of higgly-carching crade.. | 
P2 Yay, and ſee. him. Te Toh 1. 


"ang of them. 
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| Deceit of 
heart tywo- 
fold. 


1.Deceiuing 
| ethers onely. 


3 And it is two- 


fold. 
1. Diflimula- 
tion, 


1, Of Pill. 


1. To be done. 


| The deceitfulueſſe of mans heart. 


Cnar. mn. | 


& :- [2 2: X 
of the deceitfulneſſe of the heart in 
regard of athers,  ..._ 


EO, $525 SAGA hat &þ 
"Xx ; 


and ripping vp the belly of this monſter, I 
finde ſuchaninfnite cumberof the veynes ofdeceit- 
tnlgeſſe,and thoſe ſo knotty and intricately infolded 
together, that hard it'is diſtintly and clearely to 
ſhew them all . Neuertheleſle, God affiſting , wee | 
ſhall doe our beft endeduour. Ithinketherefore that 


in the word , may-be reduced to theſe two heads. 


T Aking then the anatomizing knife of che word, | 


all the deceitflilneſſs gf the heart, diſcoucred to vs] ; 


Firſt, the deceitfulneſſe, whereby wee deceiue ochers 


ſelues. 4088 


onely : Secondly that, whereby allo wee deceiuc #r | 


 -» - The former is not that, which heere the Pro- 
phet ſo much aymeth at. And therefore wee will 
not ſo much inſiſt vpon it, Ir ſhewes it ſelfe ſpeci- 


ally in two things; in diſSims{ation and ſimulation, in 


 done,or in deing : ſeeondly, from being dexe:thirdly, | 


diſſembling4nd concealing that which indeede is, 
and in fayning and: counterfeiting that which in- 
deede is not. DiſSmnulation gather of evill or good. 
The diſſembling 6f evil. is threefgld : Ofcuill ; be 


already done, | 
The hearts deecitfulneſſe in hiding that euill 
which ſhee purpoſeth to doe or is in doing, is to 
make fayre cucn of the quite contrary. And there- 
fore in her witty wickedneſſe, ſhee inuenteth ſome 
colourable | 
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| neſſe, with a ſhew of a liberall and mercifull affec+ 


| was their exill eye, that could nor indure the glori- 


| of their fac, they ſer on it the faire maske of loyal- 
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colourable pretence to ſhadow her malice and miſ- 
chicfe. When Herod intended woluſhly to worry 
Chriſt, he pretended yet religiouſly ro worſhip him. | 
Simeon and Leui cloked their purpoſed maſlicre of 
the Sichemites, with the conſcience of circumciſt- 
on : Abſolow his treaſon, with the religion of 
' his vow: J0ab his perfidiouſneſſero Abner ,and Ama- 

£4 with friendly words, and ſyren-like ſalutations : 

| 1/mael his murtherous minde toward thoſe cightic 
| men with his Crecod/le teares : [udes his-coucrouſ. 


tion rowards the poore : and the ewes their exuze 
againſt Chriſt, with their duty to Ceſar, Thinke ye 
that the Lewes cared for Ceſar? No, none ſo impa+- 
tient of his yoke as they : But they had murtherous 
hearts, thirſting for our Lords bloud ; that was the 
crue cauſe ; and thecauſe of their malicious heart 


ous brightnefſe ef his grace. But if they ſhould 
haue alleaged that, all the world would hane cryed 
ſhame on them : therefore to hide the odieuſneſſe 


tie ro Ceſar. Thus alwaics 1a the perſecutions of 
leſeph, his coate ſhall bee brought forth, as it was, 


his whoriſh- miſtreſſe, rhat {landered him. Some | 
one ſpecious and plaufible pretence or other ſhall | 


| bedeuiſed by the wicked, to ſaue their credit in the} 
| world. So like rowers inthe boate, whilcſt in their | 


pretence theylooke one way, in their intent they go! 
the cleane contrary. This tricke of deccittulneſle 
the heart hath kained of that arch-maſter of de- 


ceits, 


Jer. 41.6, 


Toſephsconte. 
Gen.z7.32, & 


once by his cnuious brethren, that ſold him; by | 39- 26: 


ct. —— — 
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| The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| Marke 1. 24, 


{ Bcya in hunc 
1 cur, 


| 


Iohn Te 
| 


Pſal. 55, 


: Sam.19.31, 


es 


—— ——_. Mi. 


| ret, 1 know wha thou art,enen the holy one of God: but 


1 ceitsegthe Dinell. VVho ſometimes will needes be- 


come a Preacher of the truth, as when ke ſaid, The/c 
are the ſeruants of the moſt bigh God &c.leſus of Naza- 


yet hee then plotterh miſchicfe, thinking by one, 
truth to conuey and winde-into. our mindes an hun- 
dred lies. Thus truth'is made to vſher falſhood : for 
cuca in thoſe his ſugred glozing words, wherein he 
preacheth Chrift the Sauiour ofthe world,it is calie| 
to ſpic out war i his bearr, for it is to bee marked, 
hew he callech him leſus of Aazarer, therby tonon- 
riſh the crror ofthe multitude, that thought hee was 
borne there, and ſo not the Meſ$;4h, whoſe birth 
they all knew ought to bee at Bethlem, Jeſus then, 
and the holy one of God are butter and oyle, as was af- 
terward, Good maſter thou regardeſt uo mans perſon; 


| but Jeſs of Nazaretthat is a ſword,as was afterward, 


Tsit lawfall to gine tribute? Andlo that which Sals- 
220n ſpeaketh of the flatterer, that he fpreadeth a net 


nn” 


before bis brothers feete, is true in thoſe flattering 


deedchee doth bur fer a ſnare to catch the truth in. | 
As Saul, a good (chollerin this ſchoole did for Das ; 
uid, in giuing kim Mzchol towite : 1 will give him her, 
ſaith he, that (be may be a ſnare vnto him, aud that the 
hand of the Philiſtims may be upon him. Heere is a 
goodly ſhow of ſpeciall fanour and good will, euen 


ſuch, as ſimple David was in a manner rauiſhed with: 
ir,tothinke that his meanneſle ſhould be honoured 
with ſo great a marriage. But it js but a baite coue- 
ring the hooke, honie, poyſon. Theſe of all other 
arc the moſt ſecret deceits, which are thus mantled 
| and 

d 


— 


—— ——— 


ſpeaches. The diuel ſomerimes giueth the truth * in-} 


I and lying bounty , decetving thoſc on whom ir is 


ri fl 
E| | beſtowed. And asin the proucrbe thereare 2ift- 
e| | 


The deceitfuln eſſe of mans heart. 


mn. 
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B- | 

land masked with the diſguiſed pretences of ſpeci« 
ailloue and kindnefle. And therefore. Salomon. not 
ignorant hereof , when nee commends bounty and 
munificence ina prince, hee aflociates zr#th thereto. 
| Bounty and truth doe guard the King, thatis toſay,a 
true (not a treacherous) bounty : tor there is afalle 


 lefſe gifts.Such as wasthatof Saul ro Daid; bread in 
one hand, a ſtone in the other. Infinite were it to 
ſpeake all thar might be ſpokeaheere. Iris ſo com- 
mon a practiſe in theworld, yea, andit is counted 
wiſedome for men thius to vayle their intents with pre- 
tences , their meanins with their woras,that the trath 
may be thought falſe, and falſehood true. When they. 


, Nulle occultio + 
res infidie, quam 
he que lateat 
inſimulatione 
officy aut in alt. 
quo neceſſitudin 
ns nomine, 
Tul.de amic, 

Pro,z0.:8, 
explaincd, 

Avgxxd uex 


Savientia buius 
munds eſt cor 
machinationibus 
tegere, / enſum 
verby vel.re, 


meane reftrikerhe head with one hand, they wil firſt: 
ſtrokeit with the other, or, as he ſayes,with one hand 
they will claw on the bead with the other ſmite on the 
cheek. The tale-bearer when he comes to ſer his bro- 


que faulſa nt 
Vera oſ? endere, 
que vere ſunt 
falſa demin. 
ftrare 3 Gre, 


thers good namear ſale, how cunningly,how artifi- 
cially will he traduce ? meaning to 6:te his brother, 
hewill firſt ki/e him. *But well did Salomon preferre 
a friewds wounds before ſuch kzſ/es : for theſe kifles 


are /udar kiſſes. They wound mortally : the other me- 
dicinally. Therefore excellently dorh Salomon cha- 
racer him, The words of the whiſperer (3s Tremelinus 
[reads it, are like to the words of thoſe that are often 
knocked:but they goe downe into the bowels of the belly. 
'So deepely doe they pierce. VWhen he begins firſt 
to open his packe, hee will fetcha deepsigh, pros | 
feſfing, thar becauſe of his great loue to the party, 
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TRgUSNY, 

Gre. ad Euſcb, 


Pro.18.98, 
Clecry de. 


hes very ſorry for him; and fo ar length with a ſad 
: countenance | 


——— = 


Las 


- ; (en 
| 16 
Yehementer do + 
leo quia vehe. 
menter diligo, 
Atq; fic cum 
mefovulty, 0. 
cuiy demiſct, 
cum quadam 
farditate, & 
vocs plangits 
procedit male« 


difio, Bernard. 


| 


] Luke 18, 


Sed ne hoc qui. 
dem profetÞo 
ſufficit es , non 
enim gratiarum 
ativeſt als 
exprobrare de- 
lifta, ſuper eos 
qui peccaurrunt 
baFanter in/yr= 
gere, 


Ecelefie nomine 
armamini &- 
contra Fcelefiam 
dimicatu, 


AQcs and Mo- 
numents.vyol.2. 
in the begin- 

' ning of Lathers 
ſtory, 


—— 


But heere wee (ſhould: doe rhe Chnrch of Rome | 


hath ſo lively and inthe right colours deſcribed, or 


| <« As in doQrine, ſoin orderot life, and deepe hy- | 


T be deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


countenance, with eyes caſt downe, with a ſlow,and 
lamenting voyce, as though the offence of his bro- 
ther were to him as a blow with a cudgell , out; 
comes the ſlander : loe, a cunning cranke of deepe 
and diuiliſh deceirfulneſſe,ſo to diſguiſe rrihering 
malice, that it ſhall be taken euen for mother iy mercy, 
to lament & crie asif himſelfe were beaten, whileſt 
he, with the ſcourge of his viperous tongue vnmer- 
cifully laſheth others. { 
So alſo vnderthe colour of zeale and hatred a-| 
gainſt (inne, doe ſcme couer thcir hatred againſt 


mens perſons in their bitter cenſuring of them. | 
And others vnder the colour of gining thankes to.| 
God, hide their vaine oſtentation of their owne vers | 


rues, as that Pharifee,that ſaid, Lord 1 rchauke thee, I 
ar not 45 this p. blicane. Buras Chryſoſtome ſayes,this | 
would not ſerne his terre: for it is no thankeſ-gining 
to wpbraide others with their faults, and boaflingly ts ; 
znſult oner thoſe which hane done amiſſe. 


nturie to leaue her out, who indeed cairicth away | 
the bell from all others in this kinde of deceitfull 
painting andcolouting : vnder the name of Chriſts 
ſpouſe playing; the filthy harlot ; vader the title of | 
the .Church fighting againſt the Church 3 vnder | 
the colonr of Religion, taking away the vigeny of it, 
and in a word making the ſhew of godlinefſe to be 
onely a cloake of wickedxeſſe. | would rather ſet our 
this in Mafter Foxes words,then in mine-owne-, hee 


rather deformed this monſter; thus writing; of her. 
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j- The ſecond is, when the cvill which wee are rea- 


Z | boſome; leaſt otherwiſe the ſuccefle ofhis bloudy 
\plot, altekdy. afſented to'by theKing , might have | 
 beencikindied;'whenas bythismeaties;the-grofſe 


[2 


| The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. 
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a 


{©©pretences & diflembledticles. Vnder the-pretence 
*Emperors & Kings:vnderthe viſour oftheir vowed 


<«fefled pouerty,they pollcſſed the goods oftherem- 
Eporality:vndcr the title of being &cad to the-world, 
&© they not onely reigned inthe world, but alſo raled 
the world:vnder the coleur of thekeyes of Heauen 
« to hang vndertheir girdle, they brought all the e- 


<«ftates of the world vadertheir girdle, & ctept, nor 


& {ſciences : they heard their conftefſions,they knew 
«© cheir ſecrets3they diſpenſed as they were diſpoſed, 


frft deceitfull diſſimularion of-euill tobe done: :- 


die to doc, is yet, by a ſubrile kindeof violence kept 
in,ſorhat'iit comes no: forth- into the outward act. 
Thus many thereiatothat poliriquely,'by a ſmooth 
and cloſe carriage , fmother;and prefle ih many of 
their vices, which if rhey ſhonldbbreake forth, might 


| his 'ſtiffe knee; and ftorrheart 3 yer;as the Scripture 
ſayes;be refrained himſelfe;* hecbrakenot forth into 
Aaty diftempet of: words; but ctdftily concealed atid 
confined his-anger within the bounds 'of his-owrie | 


= pocriſie was (he corrupted, doing all things vnder 
& of Pecers chaire, they exerciſed a-maicfty aboue 


&*chaltity reigned adulcery: vnder the cloakeof pro- 


head 226 


| © 


& andlooſcd what them liſted; And fomuchfar the | 


hinderthem in'their diſſignesor defires; An-exam- |... - - 
plewe hauein:Mawan z who, thoughiowartilychee | 
{ſnelled wich malice! againſt 'Mgrdecaie, becauſe: of | 


only into the purſes of men, butalſo intocheir cons | 


The ſccond 
from being 


done. 
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Maxima pars 
heminum hune © 
morem habet. 
Qu: fibs ve. 
luwt, dum id 
impetrant bons 
ſunt + ſed id vbi 
panes ſebabent | 
ex ben peſsimi | 
> fraudulentsſ- | 
ſomi ſunt. Plaut 


þ 
| Pfal.1 40.8. 
inlightened, 


Pridca-priſo- 
ncr, and pride 
airec-mans 


| cauſe was bur a watrer of priuare ſplecne againfi 
Aordecaie.. Thus many, whileſt. they-are in peciti- 


etpreferment ,: how witty, how wily are they in: the: 


.ding of »ararall infirmities of. the body (as the croo- 


| in policie repreſſed it , would now-be proud out- 


abuſc of the King in his falſe ſuggeftionsag-inſt che; 
lewes y and feigned pretences.of the publice good 
would ſoothe have.come'tolight , andrbar.therrue 


on of ſome office, or jn cxpeRation of ſome profit 


diſemibling, of their greedy, griping, cruell, ambi- 
tious ; auaritions ; and other vitious- diſpolttions, 
which might make any rub in. their way 2 There 
arc notſo many, nor {o:cunning deuiſes for thehi- 


kednefle of the legges, or: backe, want of a tooth,or 


heart will inde out for the hiding of the vanaturall 

defoxmities of the foule. Bur letoncetheir defires be 
granted, thenthey ſhew themſelues, then the wa-. 
ters before ſtopt., and damned vp , run over, and 
rage furieuſly. ' Henceit was that che Prophet well 

acquainted with the craft of theſe foxes;prayes; Les 
votthe wicked hane his defire 0; Loyd,performenat his 
thought, leaft be-he proud: Athy > was henotproud | 
before? yes, inhis very wiſhes he.was proud, but 
-then; pride was dacked vp 5 and-imprifoned 5: now 
his deſire being ſatisfied, it would walke abroad 
and-'play-reakes. The meaning then of the Pro- 
phet is, that, thewicked,thatbefere the. obrtaine- 
ment of his purpoſe, was proudipwardly; but:yct 


be} 


E. ; | | mightrunne T ing, And ſurcly ſa it is often times, 


» 
\ 
* 


wardly,and open-the.flood-gares.thar the current 


an eye, or ſuch like). as in. fuch cafes the deceirfull| . 


|thavas Saul hig-bimlelfe.inghe fuffe, when heewas 


to 


———— —— _—_—_— 


— 


dl. Sa 6. FEE 
. ” *s *.,4 


y_—_— 


I 


Var IE, 6 o e414 4 230 n 
ADORE oe Ng et i oa 


, 
a 
# 
$4 

o 
&14 

Pr 
wo 
ty 

I 
X: 
: 
RS YL 
* 
7 
8 
Go 
$0 

py 

F 


The deceitfulneſe of mans hears. 


when they looke,oytherby cletion,or other means, 
ro getthis orthar,very cdofcly hide,though not «ich: 
Saul, themſclues, yertheir filthy ſtuffe and baggage 


then once Rahel.hid the Idols, Rahib the Spies. They 

will make cuen thoſe, that. doe more narrowly marke 
them; beleeue, that: they hane diſcarded, and'fent 
| away packing thole corruprions , which yet Iyc fe- 
cretly harboured in the cloſets of their hearts. . As 
Rabab bore the: /erichantines in.hand-the Iracltes 
{ were gone away , when as they Jay hid vnder the 
' falkes of Flaxe, vpon the-roofc of the houſe, Such 


{peaketh, as it were the torne ragges and 'worne 
ſhoes of thoſe guilctull Gibeonites have all ſuch that 
walke craftily, to hide their falrhinefſe from the eyes 
of the world, In which regard the Scripture very 
ficly hath calledthem gexeratiens of 7iers: for as the 
Viper harhhis reeth buryed in his gummes, ſo that 
one. would thinke ir were a harmelefſc-beaſt, and 
could nor bite, fo alſo have theſe deceitful hype- 
crires their ſecrer corners and conueyances, wherein 


would take them of allothers, to: be. the moſt innc» 
cent. To this appertaynerh that {tmilitude of our 
Sanjour, Luke 11-44.!Vee be to.you Scribes and Pharie | 
ſes, bypocrutes, for yee are as yranes which apperre nor, | 
and the men that walke ener them perceiue nor. As the 
deepe grauc hides the ſtinking carkaſe, and keepes 


\mea walke ouer them and 


in the ſtench from offending any mans finell, that { 


yer neuer perceiue the 
C_2 ouill 


tobechoſen King, ſo the wicked in the like caſes, | 


within ? And that with no lefle ſubrill fleaghts, 


19 


q 


| 


| 


falkes of Flaxe,luch cloakes of ſhame, as the Apoſtle | 


they ſo cunningly couch their wickednefle, that one | 


| 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


\euill ſauour thar is within: ſo the deepe, and diſſem- 


| 


The third al- 
ready done. 
Pro, 30.19.20. 


vnfolded. 


_ | mightbedangerous.- Buras 1/avk wavatlength dife 


.| eyeo,and itwilkþc hardy bur fomerimevr other wee | 
| ſhalltake- them:napping,' and (as-bepgers fayning 


| ſhe hath earew follow bread, yet ſhe hathrfueh a &#x- } 
| tere4y.in' the wiping of feviippes, char not 'the leafk.| 


bling kartofmanis a cunning diggerofſuch graues, 
nay it ſeife, as it were, is a graue, wherein thcir rot- 
tenneſſe and corruptien lycs ſo cloſely conered,thar 
hardly the ſharpeſt noſes ob ſuch as conuerſe with 
them (hali be:able to {mell them out.:So-powerfull 
is poke. inthe wicked to: reſtraine their corruption 
fremſcandaleuseruption: more by farre ſometimes 
than is grace in ſome thar are truely religions. 'For 
looke how. //azck made (hew of ftrangenefle with Re- 
becca::his wife, when the: knowledpe'ef chat neere-= 
neſle mighe hauc hazzarded: his life: ſo: doe cuill | 
men counterfeit a kinde. of ſtrangeneſle-cuen with | 
their beſt beloued finnes, where: open familiaritie 


conercdmlien:4bimelech fam him ſporting with her: 
ſo-theſe cloſe companians let them be. heeded con- 
tinually , but with ' ſomething more attentive an 


lamcneſſe withouc::their crurches-)-withour their | 
veyles,! cucn very familiarly ſporting themfelues 
with thoſe ftnnes,by the erafry forbearancewhereof 
they faimetly-decciuedvs-{- 1 SH ot: 

. The third deceit in 4fimmiation'ts to diſſemble and | 
conceale cuill already done. : Fhedtrumper when | 


crummeſhall-hang on-ro bewray her, not the left 
G2ne of her wantonneſſe ſhall appeare.' Anitthere- 
fore boldly ſheſayes, 7haue done nowickedmſſe: And 
| this the carriesſo. cloſely fromthe&eye of theworld; 

| that 
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' that Salowoy ſhewes it to be 8 hard to finde it our, 
as thoſe things which are hardeſt ; namely, as the 
way of an Eaple in the tire, not to be ſeeneafter once 
flowne away ; the way of 4 Serpent on a fone, gliding 


| ſterhath taughtthem by his owne example ; burſo 
| much the worſe in them then in him , for that hee 

 equinocated to hide his 22worarce of rhat which hee 
_ | could not reneale : Theſe equiuocatetohide their 


away, without leaving any impreſſion of her body 


the earth ; the way of a Ship #n the Sea, ſwiftly caried 
away with the windes and laſtly 45 the way of 4 man 
with amaide that is a cloſe andchaſt virgin, that is 
kept cloſe from the accefſe of ſtrangers. Looke how 
hardit is for a man indged vnworthy, to get an ho- 
neft modeſt virgit, kept cloſe in her patents houſe 
(whichis made no lefle difficule then to ger a fly- 
ing Eagle) fo hard it is todiſcouer awhore, ro coh- 
uirice'her of her wickediteſle. Thus # the way of” ani 
adultereſſe, that is as hard to find out as any of the 
foure fore-mentioned things. Her deceitful! heartis 
ſo fruitfull a hatcher of ſhifts and cuaſions. And this 
is naturall co all the ſonnes of 74am, after the ex- 
ample of their Farher, when they haue done- euill; 
preſently rorunne into therhickets to ſetke out co- | 
uerlers to hide their nakedneſſe. Sometimes by 


| behinde, and afterward creeping into ſome hole of | | 


Piſcator in 

Math, 1, & 
Muffet in hayue | 
locum,- 


grofſe and palpable lying, otherwhiles bythe nea- 
ter and finer kitide of lying; mean that ſophiÞicall, | 
leſuitical equinoration: a tticke the Diuell their ma- 


knowledge of thatthey can and oughttoreueale: for 
being ſometimes poſed with ſome queſtions con- 
cerning future euents , and not knowing well what | 


[ 
The Dinels |} 
equiuocation 
not fo bad as 
the leſuites. | 


JI_ 


ne” >” 
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Ne EO cit. Vn 


opened. 


| The Diuell 
confefſeth ec. 


\ 


1 Kings 22, 6- 


quiuocation to 


belying,vwhich 
1s more then 
Ieſuites will do. 


to:anſwere, and yet not willing to looſe his credit 
with his blinde. worſhippers either by ſilence or 
plaine ſpeech, he ſhaped his anſweres in ſuch an am- 
biguous hougring manner, that which way ſocuer 
the euent ſhould tall out, it. could nor fall eut amiſle 
co his anſwere ; becauſe, being vpheld with this 
prop of equiuocation, it would ſtand true cuen in 
contrary euents. Thus when in his Prophets he was 
demanded by Ahab concerning his going to warre 
againſt Ramorh Gzlead,and the ſucceile thereof, he 
anſwered. Go, the Lord will deliner it into the hand of 
the King. Yea, but of what King, thou lying equi- 
uocating ſpirit? whether into the hands of the ad- 
werſary King to be ſubdued, orof it oype King ro be 
reſcued and deliuered ? This hee determines nor, 
bur ſpeaketh ſuſpencely and vncertainely to gull 4- 
hab, and makehim runne headlong vpon his owne 


| deſtruction. And yet here onceagainemarke, how 


the Diuels equiuocating is notall out ſo bad as the 
leſuices. : for hee confellerh his <quiuocating to be 
plaine lying £1 will go ſaith he and be a hzing ſpirit 
in the mouthes of the Prophets. Hee was onely an 
equiuocating ſpirit in their mouthes: for the words 


ting quirks, were no better thenlyes. But the Ieſu- 
tes, not having ſo much as the Deuils ingenuity in 


and lawfull. The wicked deceitfulneſſe whereof 
the Diuells practiſe, cucn of it ſelfe alone, withour 


| his confeſſion, is ſufficicat to diſcouer ; for (beſides 


| 


in ſome ſenſe , and as the Dizell. might interprete | 
them, might bee true, and yet hee grants that his | + 
' wordes, though neuer ſo qualified with equiuoca- 


them, ſticke not ro ivſtifie their equiuocationsas juſt | 


—— 
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the example already meationed , and his daily pra-, 
iſe ip his crooked Oracles among the Heathen:) 
Thus dealt he ar the fir with our firſt parents, tel- 
ling them that by x” the forbidden fruit , cherry | Gen. +. 5.illu- 
ezes ſhould be opened, and they ſhould bee 45 Goas, | firated, | 
knowing good and enill. Now the knowledge of euill | 
isrwo-fold ; firſt, a pareand ſimple knowledge of ir, | 
init ſelfe. 2. A feeling and experimentall knowledge 
= | of it, inour ſeJues. The Diucll indeed mcant onely 
this latter, poſſfling yet the mindes of «-24ams and 
Ene, with an apprehenſion, and expectation of the 
former, Now it the diuellſhould have been challen- 
gcd for deceiuing, had not his defence beenercady 
with this ſhield of equiuocation ; might he not haue | 
faid, euenthat which Aoſes hauing reference to this 
his ſpeech ſpeaketh ver/. 7. why ? are not my words 
true? are not youreyes now opened to ſee yourer- | 
ror, which before you ſaw noc ? doenot you know 
your {clues to be naked, and ſo. haue not you that | 
knowledge of cuill which I promiſed, euen a know- 
| Iedgeariling our of your owne experience? and yet 
| for allthis, Paul forthis faR callshim a coſener,and ! 2 Cor. r1, z. 
| our Saujour a Murtherous lyer. This wont of his | 1992 8:44: 
hee kept with' Chriſt himſelte 3 when ſhewing him | 

| onely the ſhadowes, and imaginary repreſencations | 
| of things; hee ſaide, 4 rheſe will 7 give thee. A| Mat. 4,9, 
| great catch ſurez eueniuſt nothing. Thus alſo plai- 
ed hewith Saul, raking vpon him to foretell future 
events inthe hands of God, To morrow thon and thy 


_ 


q Sam, 28. 194 
ſonnes ſhall be with me, that is, ſhall dye. How came _ -—_ 


| the diuell to be of Gods counſell, that he can ſocer- 
: tainly determine the endof any mans daies, which 
: C4 are! ns 


—_— — 
MC 


_— 


The word (to! 
morrow) how 


taken. 


Math. 6.24. 

|| Exod. 13.14. 
Quid fit futu- 
rum cras fue 

| querere, Hor, 

| TO THALG OY 


{408 te, 39; 


' &vgtorTiC Gt « 


| f\t, 


| Anacr. 


Tolns8, 44, 


| though Sgal had not dycd till a-yeaxe atter,Thus we 
| feehowthe Diuell asheis the Father pf her iv gene- 


——— 
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arenumbred with God ?'no, he doth nat define it 
certainly, but ſpeakes darkely, and deceitfully ; for 
[ro orrow| doth not ohely {ignific the day immed:- 
ately follarrive ; but allo thFlime zo come indefinitely, 
and at large,as in that of oyr $guigur,Care wat for to 
morrow, andin that of Gad,whep thy ſenne ſhall ass 
thee to morrow, what # this? that is, hereafter in the 
time to come,and inthat ofthe Poet,Seete wor what 
| ſhall be ro marrow, and Tcare onehy for to day , who 
knowes to morrow? Now indeede Saul did not dye 
the next day after this conference, as will appeare 
to the more diligent peruſer of the whole eontext 
of that hiſtory. Yet Satax ſecing ſome likelihoods 
of it, ventred ſo to: ſpeak,as if thenextday he ſhould 
haue dyed : but withall, becauſe hewas ner ſyre of 
it, he fo rempered his ſpeech with the ambiguity of 
the word, to morrow, thathis crediemight be-ſaucd, 


rall, fo alfoof thismorehandſome and cleanly man- 
ner of lying, whorewith a heart of man | 
v{eth ro difſemble, and hide it ſhame. Not but that 

it aboundeth- with variety of diverſe: other-ſych 
like knacks,and deviſes: farwe ſegchow Dasid could 
goe about to cloake his: adultery, 6rſ by ſending | 
tor Yriah home, andthen conmaendinghtartoigoc 
to his wife. 2. Vyhen: this tvoke: not ; by making 
him drunke, thinking: VWing: wauld perſwade: him 
better then wordes. © 3, Whenneither this wopld|. 
fadge, by. murthering of him, and marrying of his 
wite : but of allotherfetchesnone to this of the «r- 
tificiall te, dilguiſed by. equiaecation, All other lics 


are! 
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| | aretheDivels brats, 7941 8, 44. bur this is his firſt | 
S | borne. And this is maſt in requeſt with his Schol- 
Jars at this day, and therefore wee haue the longer 
inſiſted vpon it, And ſo muych for diffimulation of 
cul. C3 0f RES 5" 

Diſſembling of geod is, when we conceale , and | * ©* 5296 
ſinother that grace, and conſciencewhich is in vs, 
= | being in ſuch places, and companies, where ſuch 
© | things may. bee .preiydiciall vnto vs. Thus many 
© | Proteſtants, being in places of Idolatry,honour the 
Maſle with their preſence. Thus many of the con- 


interpreted, 


temptation as Pawt termeth it,that is,a temptationa-| ;,, olnwQ 


riſing from humane frailty ; teo much fearing men, 
gratified their idolatrous acquaintance with their 
preſence at the Idols feaſts. And fo by an outward 
ſhew of idolatry they did hide that inward hatred 
of jdolatry, that the Lord had wrought in- them. 
Thus alſo did Peter himſelfe , ouercome with the 
{ame temptation , /#daize in the preſence of the 
lewes, conforming himſelte ro their ceremonies, 
contrary to his owne, both knowledge, 4s ro. 15. 
28, and former praciſe, Gad. 2.12. And thus fome | 
profeffors, being in the company of the prophane, | 
will ner ſticke to game, to guſle, and ſweare with 
them : enery way fo carrying themſelues, that they | 
ſeeme to care for nothing, more in ſuch companies, 
| then:thar their language may not bewray them to 
bee Galtleaps , or their countenanceto bee ſuch as 
thofe which ars:going vp to. 7eru/alem.  O my bro- | Miu. 26, 
| ther,what:a ſhame is this for thee, to be aſhamed of | Luc. 9. 

| thatwhich: is thy -crowne, thy glory? How VAWore | 


thy | 


Gal, 2, 


uerted Corinthians , overtaken with the humane | 1 Cor. 10. 13. 
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__ 


1 


D:fimulation 
of euiil 1snorlo 
bad as diſlimu. 
lation of good, 
Prou. 17.7. 


Nullus poteſt ſi- 
wulare ſe malii 
quia fer opera 

bona nullss fimu« 


1 lat ſe malum , ft 
1 aut em opera ma- 


la factiat, malus 
eff.Tho-2 4.z e. 


c1,3,47t,I. 


Ki 


| men will vſe the faſhion of che wicked. For in the 


thy art thou of the Grace of God, who offereit it, 
and ſo God himiclte ſo viie an indignity? it it bea 
(hame among men fora childe , though neuer ſo 
much aduanced aboue his poore Father, to bee a- 
ſhamed of him in regard ot his mcannes, what then 
for vs co beaſhamed of our heauenly Father, ſo full 
of glory and maiefty ? If it were a ſhame for Dauid 
to play the naturall foole, much more for a Chri- 
{tian to play the prophane foole, to make thew of 
wickedneſle. Surely yet of the two deceits, this is 
farre the worſe, to make men belecue wee are not 
religious when wee are, then contrarily. True in- 
deede; The lip of exceltency doth not become  fooie, it 
is naught when wicked nei: will bee viing gracious 
ſpeech,to ſceme religious : bur mnch lefſe aorh lying 
beſeeme a worthy man : it is farre worſe when good 


diſkembling of vice,and fayning of godlines,though 
wedohurtzxo our ſelues, yet we may doe goodtoo- 
thers by our:cxample; cauſing them to doe that in 
truth, which our ſclues doe onely in hypocriſte, As 
ofcentunes ſtageplayers,by fayned mourning,wring 
forth true teares out of the ſpectators eyes. 'But in 
chediſſembling of our grace,and making ſemblance 
of wickednes, as we hurt our owne,ſ(o alſo the ſoules 
of many others, fleſhing and hardning themſclues 
inſinne, by our example. 
Bur here, haply, ſome will ſay, that iris impoſſi- 
ble for any tofaine himſelfe ro bee wicked 3 foraf- 
much as none can counterfeit wickedneſſe by doing 
that which is good : and hee that doth that which 
| is cuil], it is no counterfet,but awicked man indeed. 
An/. 
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Anſw. 1 There are many indifferent ations in 
themſelues, which yet haue an appearance of euill, 
by the doing whereofa man may fayne wickednes. 

2 In many euill a&ions there is a two-fold euill. 


| 


Firſt, the euill ir ſelfe that is done, Secondly, the e- 
vill that is fignified by that which is done. As in 
Zſephs ſwearing by thelife of Pharaoh, in Peters Iu- 
daizing, in Jchoſhaphats ioyning with 4hab in affini- 
rie, and ſociety of warre , belides the euill of the 
actionsthemſclues, there is a further cuill ſignified, 
namely that 7oſeph is as prophaneas the e/E27ptians, 
| Tehoſhapat as idolatrous as Ahab, Peter as ſuperſtiti- 
ous as any of the ewes. Now, howſocuer they that 
doecuill are indeed euill in regard of the firſtkind of 
euill, yet not in regard of the ſecond; When a pro- 
 feſſour weares long haire, he doth euill, bur yer he 
is not euill in that kinde of wickedneſle, which this 


is commonly a badge of a royſter, or ruffian, yet 
the profeſſour is notſuch a one indeede. And there- 
fore he makes ſhew of that euill tobe in him, which 
indeede is not. For asa man may bclye himſelfe in 


aQion ſeemes toimport . For to weare long haire | 


wordes, as heethat told Dazzd hee had {laine Sau, 
when indeede hee had not ; ſo alſo in his deedes, 
which alſo haue their language. And this is, when 
weedocſomeleſſer euill, that caries with it a fowle 
nore, and ſhrewd ſuſpition of a greater euill, of the 
which yet we are innocent. If 7ſeph with his mouth 
ſhould haue ſaid, I care for the crue Got as lirtleas 
the -£gyprians, who ſezth not, bur that hee (ſhould 
haue fayned that wickedneſle to bee in himſelfe, 
which in truth was not? Now, by ſwearing by Pha- 


raohs 


2 Sam. 1, 


1 TheC. 5,22. 
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maxime. 


raohs life, in effect hee ſaid as much. 


2 Simulation. 


Machiauels 


Theſe be the deceits of 4;ſSimmulation : The deceit 
of ſimulation is ſpecially that, whereby men make 
ſhew of that grace and godlineſſe which either they 
haue not at all, or elſe nor in that meaſure they 
make ſhew of, being ſpecially ſwayed with the fini- 
ſter reſpects of gaine and glory. To make ſhew of 


more grace than indeed is, may be incident tothe 


| godly : but to make ſhewof grace when there is nor 


any at all, no not ſo much as the leaft liking of it, 
this is peculiar to the wicked. VWith whom that 
miſchieuous Machiavilian precept fo much preuai- 


|leth 5 That vertue it ſelfe ſhanId not be ſought after but 


onely the apparaxce ; becauſe the credit ts a helpe,the uſe 
4 euniber.\Vhetefercas 1akob, to ger !ſacks bleſling, 
put on F/axescloathes; ſo doe theſe hypocrites, to 
get the bleſſing and praiſe of men, in outward ha- 
bite apparell themſclues like Chriſtians. And as 
lakob thereby deceiued 7/ack , ſo doe thefe often- 
times the moſt indicious Chriſtians ; like as the 
figgc-tree with her leaucs deceined Chriſt, and as 
the empty boxes in Apothecaries ſhops, with their 
faire titles written vpon thegn , deceiue the igno- 


vile carthen pots, yerthey muſt be overladen with 


[the ſiluer droſſe of glozing, and glorious wordes. : 


Prou. 2. 2. 
Reuel. 9. 8. 


Thus hypocrites ſpeake not our of, but contrary to 
the abundance of their hearts. Vhen'thcir lips, 
like good mens, ſcatter knowledge, their hearts at 
[the ſame time , naughtineſſe. They know them- 
ſelues te haue Lyons ceeth,and yet womens haire muft 
oh, to be IWolues, and yet the ſheepes cloathing muſt 


rant commers in. Thongh their heitts he baſe,and | 
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| 0n,to be dragons, and yet the lambs hornes muft on; | | 
and that as once among the lewes many rude vn» 
lettered, and vnnurtured ruſtickes wore: the' rough { 
garment of the Prophets ;namely co deceive. Some | Feb. 13:4: 
Painters haue had ſneh a gift in the lively expreſ- 
ſing: of the formes of birdes and other beaſts, that 
true birds and liuing beaſts haue beene deceiuedin 
taking themfor their mates. Butthe hypocrite puts 
downe the Painter : for by his glezing and gliſtc-{ 
ring ſbewes in all outward werkes hee doth ſo per- 
teAly. reſemble the true Chriftian, that he decei- 
 yeth nor, as the Painter, (illy birds, but reaſonable 
men; yea, learned ane experienced Chriſtians. | 
Whence it commeth to paſſe, that as the horſe| | 
neighedatthe picture of a horſeas if ichad beenea | Xiian, 
truc horſe, and asthecalfein the Epigramme,went | : þ 
ro- ſuckethe tcates of a painted cone;fo cucn ſomes | MyPoctires 
'crime the wiſeſt Chriſtians, alike deceiued with the cone | 
'counterfeits, imbrace and.entertaine them as their | not further) 
fellewes, thinking to ſucke ſome ſweetneſſe of grace | 17 hebel 
.ourofthem : for as the Egyptian iuglers outward- | 7: quicordudt; | 
ly repreſented Moſes miracles, and ſo decciued Pha- = | 
{ ra9h»{a doc hypocrites the piety and zeale of Chris | pry; pturs | 
| ſtians ;; and thereby bleare rhe eyes of the godly. | doienibarie 4- 
Nay,oftentimeszas falſe gold in glyſtering goes be-' FI Was | 
yond. true, and once their hired mourners in 12- | mils eff amici. | 
mentation. beyond. the. deceafed. parties: owne | '* 5mm imices | | 
friends; and ,fawaing flatterers in outward. com- {6d vine —_— 
plements of friendfhip, beyond true friends them. | prei-7#. Senec., 
ſelues; ſo may hypocrites in outward workes f6eme | [1551504 br 
to carry it away fromthe ſoundeſt Chriſtians, Hye  excogitandunm | 


' T1 7Y +h | * fas ; ſemwulatio verita- | 
pocriſie though it bee butthe ape of — — | 
an 
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Luke1ds. 


: Eſay 59. 


Mar. 6, 
a paviesot. 


x Cor. 9.18. 
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To SUM, 


| Hypocrit-s 


may ſuffer 
martyrdome. 
Pſale44-2 1.33. 


| Quyid off nowit. 


8:culte? que 
ecculta'? oc, 


7 


| 


{ee 2 man to be ſlaine : but why hee isſlaine thou 


| P 


|,, can{k nor tell. This Ged knowes : it is hieder 


I — 


and propoundeth it onely for outward imitation; 
yer heere,forall thatthe z2v#ationcxceedeth inſome 
Dointsthe ſample, the picFure,the patterne.ls chetrue 
Chriſtian hor in prayer? he will ſwear: Is he ſomething 
wore ſorrowfall ? hewill weepe and blubber. In prea- 
ching crjes he? he will roare.In hearing doth he but 
life vp his hand ?. bee will lift vp his voyce, Doth hee 
'bur figh ſefth ? he will cry out a maine. Doth hee ran? | 
he will gaZop. Doth the rrue-hearted Publicinelooke 
with his eycs on the ground ? the hypocricicall 


when yet their hearts ſtand vpright enough. Doth 
Timothy weaken his contticution by abſtinence ? 
The Phariſce will neucr giue oucrtill his complexi- 
on be wholy withered and wanzed , Doth Pas! 
corre& his body with milder correQion, as it were 
a blow on the cheeke ? The /eſuite will aweriyr his 
ſides with his ſcucrer diſcipline of Scorpions : whis 
ther willnorpride and vaine-glory ſpuronthe hypo. 
crite ? Gods glory carryes the fincere Chriftian no 
furcher then ro maertyrdome. There is the higheſt 


ſtian, and yet vaine-g/ory driues the hypocrite thi- 


vpon thoſe words of the Pſa/mift : T how knoweſt the 
ſecrets of the heart: That for thy ſake we are ſlaine cop. 
» tinually. What meanes this (ſaith the learned Fa--| 
,»ther) hee knoneth the ſecrets of eur hearts ? what 
,» be theſe ſecrets ? Surely theſc, that for thy ſake 
»» Wee are ſlaine allthe day long, Thou and I may 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | | 


tewes will hang downe their heads like Bxl-reſbes, 


pirch of outward workes, performeable by a Chri-\ 


ther alſo. As Saint A=/ten notably ſhewes, writing | 


from 
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3I 


» from-vs. Euen. inthe very Catholique Church. 
» thinke yec there never were. any Catholiques,.or 
— that now there may not. bee ſome , that would 
zz ſuffcronely for the praiſe of men 2? If there were 


Potes enim vi. 
dere mortificari 
hominem ; quare 
mortificetur 
neſcu Dew hog 
nouit.Res in oc 


» hot ſuch kinde of men, the Apaſtle would net 
,y have ſaid, Though Lgiue my body to be burned, 
,» and haue not charity, lam nothing. There may 
be ſome therefore that may doe this, rather in the 
vanity of boaſting, then in the ſincerity of loue, 
So farre Auſten, Whereby it may calily appearc 
how ſtrange are the feates and faynings of mans 
deceitfu}l hearr. Ivgglers delufions are more eaf- 
lic cſpiable then thelc of a: falſe-and fayning hearr. 
Hence ir is that in Scripture hypocrilie is compa- 
red to leanen,which our eye cannot diſtinguiſh from 
doweby the colour ; but onely our palate by the tft. 
Our hands are more competent iudges for theſe de- | 
ceivers, then our cares z which will ſoone bee be- 
witched with their goadly , and glorious words.But 
ler vs begin to handle them but a little, and preſent- 


c#'ts eſt. ec, 

qui cauſa huma. | 
ne plorie Þ4te- 
rent#r, 

Qyi hee facerent 
5attatione 719 
quam dilettione. 


Luke 32.x; 


ly we ſhall feele ſuch a rovghneſle, ſuch a thornines, 
that wee may truely ſay , The voyce of 1akob, but the 
hands of Eſau. * " 

- Andthus much bricfly for the firſt branch of this 
doctrine of the hearts deceitfulneſſe, The vie where- 
of is two-fold. : 

Firſt, ro teach vs wiſedome andwarineſle in gi-: 
uing entertainment. in -out: hearts to others 3 that 
wee doe not preſently ſer open the doores to let in 
all. 'Nes though they bee ſuch as come commen- 
ded vntays, with all the grace that outward ſhowes 


A ea. 


0! 


can leadthem, Otherwile, ifwebc negligent w_ 


2 ———— 
.—em—_ —— 


»» 


Om Cn. _.__ ee 
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| 32 - T be deceitfnlneſſe of mans hear Fo 


 in,as.once the Patriarkes by their readineſſe to hoſe 
pitalicie, in ſtead-of men recciued holy Angels; ſo 
we contrarily, by onr readinefſeto belecue, making 
our hearts common [Innes for euery one to lodge 


in, in ſteadof holy Angels,may quickly receitie the 
foule and filchy fiends : for falſe Prophets them- 
ſelues, as Chriſt tels vs, come'mm/beepes clotbing,and | Þ 
| ſo the Diuell himſclfe r7ansfigured into an Angell of | Þþ 
light.Homhumbly did thoſe captains preſent chem-| | 
ſelues before /eremy, deliring his praier,his counſell, 
{ and promiſing obedience ? and yet they had reſol- 
| ued before hand what to do, and did bur difſemble 
in their keatts, intheir ſo religious a ſhow of com- 

ming to the Propher. How eaſily may good. Zere- 


m_ wics be deccined with Auch fayreſhowes* In: che Ar 
| | poſtles times did not the falſe ſeducers which: ſer- | 
Rom.16.18, wed not the Lord /e/#4, but their owne bellies, yer 


{ 2 Pet.2, wich faire and flattering ſpeech deceive the hearts 
Colol3, {ofthe {imple,and make merchandile of cheirſoules? 
| Did-they not makegreat ſhewes.of more therrordi- 
| nary humilitie & mortification ? or what auſterity 
is thereameng the Papiſts., or what :zeale in woing 
| | 4 | and winning of Proſelites, with which-thar of 'the 

Phariſees may not compare Tvyiwee''ther.the, 
{pirits beforewe truſt then, for though men may 
{ compeſetheir faces and faſhions to-neuer ſo great 
Mab'7.16, |ſhowes of pietie, yerforall- that /eanomubommuurions 
| interpreted. Frnay: lye couched in their deceitfull: hearts: Amd 
therefore when our Sauiour tels vs: that by rheir 
if | fraitswe foul know falſe Prophets; hee meaneth nor 
if | fo much'the froics: of their-lines, whithrin ourward 
| | | appearance, & in'the indgement of men, may beias | 
ſ , 
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Qua 


gaod, as che true Prophets; (for they come in 
{hcepes clothing) as of their dofrine. That wee 
muſt heed ſpecially, trying it by the word, and not 


$ 


ther of their words or workes. 


reach forth the right hand of fellowihip to cuery 
one that beginneth to cry, Lord, Lord; but firſt wee 
muſt weigh them in the ballance of the SanQuary, 
to ſee whether they be current mettall or no. /ehnes 
queſtion is fic for all good Chriſtians, to propound 
to ſuch as /ch# was, before they admit them into 
their ſocietic, 7s thy heart vpright? As Chrift would 
not truſt ſome that ſeemed to truſt him, becauſe he 


cauſe we doe not know them. Sec how ſcrupulous 
the Chriſtians were at firſt to receiue S. Pax! into 
cheir company,which was not ſom:1ch dain7y wicenes, 


| as iuſt caatelonſneſſe , whereto the deceitfulneſſe of 


mans heart doth neceſlarily vrge vs. It is not good 
indeed to wrong any man with grounadleſſe ſuſpitions, 
ſo neither is ir good to wrong our ſclues with oner 
eaſie credulitie, The ſame ſpirit that ſaith, Charitie 
beleeneth all things, laith alſo that a foole beleenech all 


Secondly, we muſt all take notice ofthis corrup- 
tion of our hearts,whereby weare ready to deceiue 
our brethren , what by feigning , what by difſem- 


bling. As Saint 19þz ſpeaketh of finne in generall, fo 


{ I ef this particular, if weeſay we haue ne deceittal- 


nefle of heart, wee decciue our ſclues, &c. Veeare 


be carried away with the pompous oftcntation, ey- 


Soalſo among our ſclues, we muſt not preſently | 


knew them well enough, ſo neither (hould wee,be- | 


things. And charitie is no foole. As itis not eaſily ſu- 
| ſpitios, ſe neither /19htly creduloms, | | 
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| fo euery poed worke, that by making conenant with 


| couenant, intheirflanders, thefts, adulteries, ſhew 
| themſe]ues to be Diuels ; and theretore as the Di- 
. vell in the Goſpell was commanded ſilence, when 
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ready 10 take notice of this in others, and we may 
hearc foule mouthed perſons caiting the aſperſion 
of hypocrifie vpon fuch as deſerue it farre Jeſſe then 
themiclues. For theſe crnall and looſe Gofbellers, 
they, of all others, are the grolleſthypocrires, that 
in their ou:ward protefſion they make inthe pub: 
lique worthip of God, haue a forme of godlinefſe, bur 
indeed have aczied thepower thereof being reprobate 


God inſacrifice, ſeeme to be Saints,yet by breaking 


he beganto take the name of leſus into his mouth, 
ſo alſo theſc. What haſt thou to doe to take my name in- 
to thy mouth,&c. And yet theſe hypocrites,that can 
not ſee the huge beame of hypecriſie in their owne 
eye, mult needs be rampering with the lictle mote 
in their brethrens. O that once we couldlearneto|. 
leave this prying intoothers , & turneoureyes vp- 
on our {clues ; for the Prophet here ſaith, The heart 
rot of thizkinde of men,or that, bur in generall cha- | 
tenging vs all, The heart 6 accertfall Eyiher then de- 
ny thy felfe to be a man, or confeſle thy deceitful» 
nefle. And indeede whoſe heart is there that can 
plead guiliicſie? who can with good eonlcience be. 
fore Godstribuna!l ſay , 1am nor ſowred with this 
leaven? nay, how true is S4/orzons complaint, Exery 
man beaſicth of bts ow ne goodnes, but who ſhall finde 
a faithful mem as in that one particular of hberality,| | 
ſoin the generall of Chriſtjanitic, that performeth 
fuil outas much in works, as hee makech ſhew of in 
words, 


rumen morons. 


i 


ooh, AB. 2 


E | Godſhall doe it by condomnation, but himſelfe by re- 


—_— 
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words. Such a one 1s a blacke ſwan, an odce man, ; 
ſcarſe one of a thouſand.to be wondred ar with our 


Sauiours Ecce. Behold a true 1{raclite, &c. How ma- | lobn r. 
Multu enim ſie 


ny couers and curtatnes hath euery ones heart | ,,ujajouum m- 
; diawne before itto hide it ſelfke? The eies, the fore- | »olncr# regitur, 


| head, the countenance lye often, the tongue how | 3,752", 
\ often > whocan ſay of allchat cuer he hath written, | 


| | tenditur vain/. 


' frons,oculi, vul- 


you read written is indeede written , as well in our | :i#ntur, oratio 
| hearts, ain this paper 3 and ſoof his ſpeeches, and Tay. 
| countenance , I ſpeake no other things then thoſe | r=, 


f 


| you heare, I haueno other face then that you ſee, | 2 Cor: 1.23. 
HET . R | laterpreted. 

| which as the painted ſtrumper cannortſay,ſo neither | 

can the guilefull difſembler that painteth ouer his | 

malicious and dogged countenance with Iaughter, 

and ſweet ſmilings, and ſuchlike femblance of faire | Thebeſt vnca- 
and louely lookes 3 Ranſacke wetherefore our owne; he —— 
hearts , and finding any of the vizors ofdeceiiful-| he vacaſes him 
neſſe,let vs takethem off by repentance. This is the | {ie and fo 
beſt vncafing of tie hypocrite, namely, when hee | ;,c:(ins. 
(hall vacaſe himſelfe 2 not when God {hall vacaſe ; 
him dy iadging him;but when heſhall vncaſe him- 


ſelfe by iudging, and humbling himſclfe: not when 


formation : not when God ſhall waſhout thy paine 
tings with the daſhing tempeits of his tadgement, 
; bur when thy ſelfe (halt waſh them our. with the 
{ect dewe of thy repenting, and weeping eyes, be- 
ing angry wih thy ſelfe tor former deceit, and 
' now turning ſhowes into ſubſtance, ſhadowes into 
;truth,a double heart and clouen toague,into a _ 
D 2 ot. 


-R— —_ 


| that S. Paul of his epililes to the Corinth: we write #940 nature » 
no other things then thoſe you read? that is,that which , ;,; per/epe men- 


prevents Gods | 
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| of ſimplicity,and lips of {incerity.Polws an ator on 
the ſtage in the repreſentatio ef grieferemembring 
the death of his owne ſonne, fell from his perſonare 
fayncd mourning to weeping in goed earneſt, and to 
cry out amaine in the bitterneſle of his ſpirit : ſo 
ſhouldeſt theu, who hitherto, as an aQour on the 

ſtage, onely to pleaſe men, haſt made ſemblance of 
repentance 3 fall from thy fictiens to repent ſeri- 
ouſly, and ia goed ſadnefſe. Bur alaſſe, how many 
of vs deequite contrary to that of Polus ?for he per- 
formed thetruth of thar, whereof onely the imitati- 
o# and reſemblance was expected; we onely the ſem- 
blance of that, whereof the very :r#th it ſelfe is ex- 
pected. He wept indeed, when he was thought one- 
| ly to counterfeit : we counterfeit griefe, when we are 
at leaſtwould be thought to grieue indeede. But it 
| ſhallbe beft for vs to imitatehim,and in the middeſt 
of our hiſtrionicall and hypocritivall repentance, ro 
rurnetethe truepratiſe of repentance, plucking off 
our vizors, and making our owne faces as faire as 
our vizors. It is fearefull,which ſometimes is repor- 
t:d tobauefallen out, when among a company of 
counterfeit Diuels on the ſtage, the rue Diuell thall 
come in and chaſe away theſe fayned: but it is com- 
 fortable, when among the company of many pain- 
|red and gilded graces, the truth of grace it ſelfe at 
length commeth, cauſing all thoſe ſhowes to goe a- 
way, as the body the ſhadow. 

Thus, if thine owne hand (ball vnmaske thee, 
ic ſhall bee for thy credit, and cemforr , if 
not , but thou wilt rather ſtay , till Gods hand 
| come to ynmaskethee, (for certainly every hypo- 

crite, 
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| God a labeur,and himſelfe paine ! Thou ſhalt finde 


| 
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crite mul} be vamasked eyther by God or himſclfe; 
O happy he that by doing ithimſclte can ſaue borh 


how fearefull a thing it is to fall into the hands of 
God, which ſhallplucke thy maske from thy face,8: 
thy head from thy body, both at once; he will vn- 
uizour, and vncolour thee thou coloured hypocrite, 
hewill ftrike thee thou painted wal, tothy ſhame and 
confuſion : it may be in this life, by giuing thee o- 
ucr into the hands of Sathan , and the power of his. 
temptations , that thou ſhouldeſt fall into Apoſtaſy, 
and with Denv4s imbrace rhe preſent world. For ſuch 
as profcfle onely in hypoecrifie , and together with 
their eurward profefſion of the truth, receiue not in- 
wardly the lone of the truth , vnto ſuch the Lord 
ſhall ſend che efficacie of errowr , that they ſhould be- 
leent tyes. Bur if, in this life, God thus detet not 
thine affes eares vnder thy Lyons skinne, afluredly he j 
will doe it throughly , in the life to come, ar the | 
laft day, when he ſhall ſtrip thee ſtarke naked of all, 
thy c/oakes of craft ines, wherewith thou veiledſt | 
thy fhame heere, and prefent thee before 
that generall aſſembly , asit were | 
on the ſtage, alaughing | 

ſtocke to men and | } 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans hears. 


CHap, III. 


Of the deceit whereby we iudpe onr ſelues not to be 
ſoenill, as indeed we are. 


WVWVE haue briefly runne oner the former part 
of the hearts deccittulneſle, whereby it de- 
ceiveth others, not it ſe{fe, with the ſcuerall parcels 
thereof: now we come to the ſecond part of deceit- 
tulneſſe, and that farre more deepe, and dangerous 
then the former , namely, thatwhich wee may call 
| [clfe-deceit, whereby we deceiue cuen our ſelves, ſom- 
times rogether with , ſometimes againe without de- 

cciuing others beſides. | 

This deccitfulneſſe may be conſidered eyther in 
the minde or affeftions ioyntly rogether,or in the af- 
feQtions ſeperately, and by themſelnes. 

The former deccitfulncſſeſhewes it ſelfe ſpecial- 

ly in 4. things: 1. in /u4gine, 2. in perſwading, 3. in 
promiſing, 4. in pratfiſung. For the firſt, which is in 
indging , though it may ſeccine that judgement be- 
longs properly to the minde, yet becaulc heere the 
aff:ions interpoie themſclues, and the erroneous 
zudgement of the minde commonly receiueth it tin- 
{ ure from the aff:ions, | doe therefore equally in- 
rereſt both the 224 and effeFionsrin this firſt decere. 
Now the deccit of the heart in iudging,is eyther in 
indging of our perſons, or of our 4Fiens. | 

In indgingofour perſons thereare ſpecially three 
ceceits; wherenf the firſtis,rhen we thinke, through 
pride, and ignorance, that weare aot ſobad , as - 
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[truth weare. And this deceit is not onely inregard 


{ no caſe they will be brought to ſec, or acknowledge, 


| thought himſclfe free enough from thole finnes,and 
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of that we iudge of our ſelues for the time pre/en, 
but alſopa/f, and to core. 

For the time preſent, how many are there grofle. 
ly tainted with many horciblefinnes, which yer in 


nay, ſofar ate they blineed through /eife-lour, and 
ſeife-deceit, that they will bee at daggers drawing 
with any that ſhall offer to lay ſuch matters to their | 
charge. The Pharifce cackles and crakes in the Goſ- 
pell, that hee is notvnisſ?, nor an extortioner , hee 


yet our Saujour, who could not beedeceiucd, fafte- 
neth this imputation vpon that whole zr/be, thar 
howſocuer the outſide of the cup, and platterwere 
very exquiſitely mundified, yet the inſide was fell 
of rawenings and wickedneſſe. Wherevpon heexhor- 


which eucn ſwimmed with bloud , in regard the 
meates in them were gotten by evil! meanes, as by 
deuouring of widdowes houſes through colour of 
long prayers ; by teaching children even to fterue 
their owne parents , to offer to the Altar, thatis in- 
deede to their paunches, andpurſes, VVasnotthis 
vniuſtice and extortion ? and yet becauſe it was 


| 


ſomerhing more cleanly carried, and not ſo grofle, 
and apparant, as that of the Publicares, or common 
theeues,therefore he bleſſeth him(ſclte in a ſuppoſed 
freedome from that finne, and criumpheth, faying,7 
as no extortioner, io vninſt per ſon 3 Nay outofthine 

owne mouth ſhalt rhou bee iudged, thou deceitful | 
Phariſec. That ſhall caſt thee, for when after thou 


reth them by almes to make cleane thoſe diſhes, | 
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| ſayſt, ner & this publican 5 is not this ſhamefull iniu- | 
ſtice for thee tojudge another mans [eruantthat [i an- 
deth or falleth to his ownemaſter ? And when atter- 
ward thou glorieſt in thine owne vertues, of faſting 
| and paying of tithes, as though by theſerhings thou | 
hadfſt deſerued to be kept by God , from breaking 
out into the ſcandals of adulteric, and extortion, 
art not thou an extortioner in the higheſt degrec, 
that goeſt about to extort, and wring from God | | 
himfelfe his moſt precious treaſure, hisglory, which | | 
| hee will notgiue to another f Thus many with the | | 
| Phariſee thinke themſelues innocent enough of 
theft, and ſuch like erimes, and will wiſhthey could | 
| no more to be touched with other finnes, when in+ 
| deede they haue their hands very deepe in theſe 

cranſgrefſions , viually robbing their brethren of 
Prou. 22.1. | their good name, which beingaboue ſiluer and gold, 
i - thetheft thereof muſt needs, proportionably, be a+ 
| | boue the theft of filuer and gold which is puniſhed { 


with the gallowes; nay robbing God himſelfe of | 
his worſhip : of his Sabbath, the time, and of his 
| Mal.z.8, tithes, the props of his worſhip. VVhat a mockery is 
ir then for thee to talke of paying man his dues, ; 

when thou denyeſt God his ? Or is it theft to rob 
Mili | thy fellow ſubieR, and none to rob. thy King, and 
| Soucraipne ? So againe, we may heareothers purge 
| themſclues of couetouſneſle, as though they were | 
not atall giuen that way, onely vpon this ground, 

| becauſe they are no miching and ſcraping nig- 
gards, but rather waſtfull and riotous prodigals. 
| | Not conſidering that their prodigalicy cannot bee 
| vpheld, but by couctouſneſſe, in ſecking for more 

| | then. 
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then God hath. alotted, and that by vagodly and 
vniuſt practiſys, So others free themiclues of pride, 
anely becauſethey exceed not in their apparell, as 
others, when yet inwardly they are ſwollen with 
ſelfe-conceir, and no men thinke better of them- 
ſelues, then they doe, Our rulfling, and (waſhing 
cutters, with whom a word and a blowe, a lhe and a 
Zabbe, thinkethemſeluecs of an herozcall ſpirit,and in | 
no hand would indure the imputation of Pulillani- 
miry, of baſeneſſe of minde, and cowardize. Yet 
the truth is they are moſt bale, and vile cowards, 
{lauiſhly yeelding to. their owne vile affeQions, 
which to ouercome, and by repentanceto be reuen- 


ged of, is afarre greater argument of a noble and | 
generous ſpirit,then to purſueſo egerly the reuenge } 
of cuery petty injurie, which the Apoſtle diſgca- | 


ceth by a ward that ſtgnifieth infirmicie, and eſſe of 
vicForie. If it were true valour, why ſhould not 
they be 25 hazardous of their eſtates, and liues for 


quires ? But then none fo faint hearted,and daſtard-| 
ly as they. Infinite were it to follow all the parti- 
cularities , whereby this deceit might be exempli- } 
fied. Of all others this is the moſt generall branch | 
thereof, when men thinke they haue not ſuch and } 
ſuch corruptions , becauſe they feele not the | 
powerfull operation of them, by reaſon of Gods re- 
ſtrayning hand. Many naturall men there are 
whom God neuer renewed by his grace, in whom | 
yethe ſo maderateth, and bridleth many corrup- 
tions , as pride , luſt, cruclry, &c. that they breake 
not. forth. Hence ſuch men deceirfully imagine 


Chriſts ſake, and the Goſpell, when occaſion re+ | 
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3, Paſt. 


Math, 2 3. 


| 


that they are framedof ſome purer mould, and arc 
of a better nature , and diſpoſuion, free altogether 
from ſuch'corruptions, becauſe free from rhe annoy- 
ance of them. As though a Lyonwcre no Lyon, 
when fettered, that hee cannotrampe, or a theeſe 
no theefe when manacicd, thar he cannot ſteale, or 
the ttone no ftone, when ſo bedded in the bladder, 
chat it cannot greatly vexe: Leaſt thereforewee de-| 
ceiue our ſelucs in this poynt, it ſtandeth vs in hand 
diligently ro ex: mine whether the reſt and filence of 
eur corruption berrom theref?rainmm?,or the rever- 
ins ſpirir,from the Grace of God ſuppreſſing it,or op- 


preſsne it, from wamof a mira aipeſed, or of an oc- 


cafion to bee propoſed tor the drawing forth of the 
corruprion? | 

As thus weare deceived in judging of our ſelues 
for the time preſent, to 210 paſt, and ro come : forthe | 
time paſt, we haue an example in the Phariſees, that 
ſaid, if they had liued in the dajes of their Fathers, 
they would not have murthered the Prophets, when 
yet their bloudy periecution of Chrs/t, that taught 
\noother doEtrine, then rhat which the Prophets of 
old had done, might( ufhiciently diſcouer thedeccit- 
fulneſſe of their hearts in this kinde, Thus what wic- 
ked miſcreant is there,that will not be ready tocrye 
out vponthe high Prieſts, the Jewes and trecherous 
Isdas,withthe reſt, that had their hands in Chrifts 
bloud ;and as forthern, if they had then liued, they 
ſhould haue raken /bri/ts partagainſt the Zewes, and 
ſo Heeper,and Bradfords part againſt Bowner & Gar- 
dener? A likely matter, they now make ſo much of 
thoſe in whom the piety, and zeale of thoſe holie' 
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martyrs is reuiued. mm hee thatnow,'vnder | 
the Goſpell,ſheweth a ſpitefull,and malicious minde 
to agood and holy Chriſtian, well may he decciue } 
himfelfe,hee thall never deceiue mee fo farre, as to 
make methinkeornerwiſe, then thatif hehad liued 
ia holy Heopers dayes, he would haue beeneready, 
with the forwardeſt, to have carried a fagot to his 
ſtake, yea,if he had liued in Chrilts dayes, he would | 
haue beene ready to haue driuen in the firſt nayle 
into his body. Certainely,an Herodand Heredias to | 
Tohs Baptiſt would haue beene an 4þ4b and 7ezabell 
to Elras, And yet I make no queſtion,bur if one had j 
asked eyther Herod or Herodijas, what they thoughe 
of Ahabs 8& lezabels dealings toward Flias,and what 
they would have done inlike caſe,[ doubr notI ſay, 
but they wourd haue condemned them to the very 
pic of hell,& made many goodly proteſtations,that 
if they had then liued , they would haue done farre 
otherwiſe:But in aſmuch as they did theſamethings 
to2 new Elisthe Byptiſt,that came in theſbirit and | 
power of Eligs : it was thereby euident what they 
would hane done to the olde Eljas. 
Laſtly, wedeceiueour {clues in regard ofthetime 
$9 come,nhen wewill not take that notice of our cor- 
ruption,as to thinke weare in danger of falling heer- | 
after intothoſe groſle and ſcandalous ſinnes , which 
hetherto we haue auoided:thus many will not ſticke 
Thraſonically ro boaſt, thatif Popery and perſecution 
of the rrach ſhouldagaine reenter, yer they would 
neucr ſhriok.Buta nocable example for this purpoſe 
is that of Peter, who had ſo openedhis eares tothe 
voyce of his owne deccirfull and lying heart , that 
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| king better of himſelfe , then thar cuer hee ſhould | 


| out ſome indignation, hat am 7 4 dogge? Yea that) 


| ſarfetting 8 aruukewnes thefins of fwapperers,8 not 


{ſon of nature,8 fo were obnexious cuen'tothemoſi 


hee could not beleeue Chriff himſelfe, the God of 
truth forwarning him of his threefolde deniall,hee 
could not be perſwaded there was ſo much wicked- 
nes in hisheart. So Hazael, when the Prophet tolde 
him he ſhould cruelly rip vp the women with child, | 
and daſh their children againſt the ſtones, as thin-| 


breake-forth into ſach outrage, anſwered, not with- 


thon art, Hazel; and ſonaturally arcall the ſons of | 
Adam in their vitious qualities worſe then dogges, 
beares,tigers. And thus,if our owne harts deceiue vs 
not, ſhall we iudge of our ſclues,tharthere is no {in 
foodious vntowhich of our ſcJues we arenot ſuffici- 
ently inclinable. For, original ſin,in which we arc all 
bred & bern;containethin it ſelfe the ſeeds of al fins, 
thar fearfulſin againftthe holy G. itfelfe notexcep- 
red. And therefore by reaſorrof this ſocorrupt&rot- 
ten a nature, we haue a diſpoſition, enen the beft of 
vs, to the vileſt and moſt loathſome l{tns. One would 
haue thought that the Diſciples, in regard of their 


| education 8& nurture,both vndertheir parents,in ho. | 


neft & frugal trades,and vnderour Sewjor in holy 8 ; 
ſpirituall learning, ſheuld hauebin far enough from 


of ſober, ciuill men, much leſſe godly and zcalous 
miniſters. And yet vnto them vur Sawtonr addref. 
ſeth this admonition, Tee heede vnto your felues that 
your hearts be not maze heavy with ſurfetting and 
|ravkemneſe.For they had inthemthe common poi» 


ſhamefull and reproachfull cuils. And yet , for all 
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this, whoſe heart is there free from this deceir, of | 
| thinking himſelfe free enough, and far enough from 


many, ſpecially hatefull, and ignominious {innes, as 
murther, theft, adultery, periury, apoſiacy,and ſuch 
like > Would not Daxid(thinke we) as well as Peter 
admoniſked of his future deniall,haue made ſtrange 
of it, if it had beene told him before hand,chon ſhalt 
| defile Barhfhebagmwrther Yriah? Would he not have 
anſwered with Hazael, what am 1a dogge? This de- 


heed of it. For whence is it, that men oftentimes, as 
it ſcemeth of milde and gentle natures,breake forth 
into greatrage, cuen vato murther; andagaine men 
of chaſt behauiour into filchy and brucifh vnclean- 
nefſe : whence is thisI ſay, but from this deceitful- 
nefſe of our hearts, whereby weperſwade our ſclues, 
that our nature is not ſo far venomed, that it ſhould 
belikely to bring forth ſuch peftilent euils? and cher- 
fore grawing ſecure,and remitting of our watchful- 
neſle, we are the more ealily everthrowen., Indeede 
ſome ſinnes there areto which wee are not ſo much 
tempted, as others (as Zuther ſaid of himſelfe, that 
he nener felt hiaſelfe rempred to couctouſnes:) yet 
there is no {in þutwee may both be tempted to,and 
through temptation fall into , if Gods vaderprop- 
ping hand withdraw it ſelfe. As the 4poſtle notably 
teacherh,cxhorting to moderation towards our bre- | 
thren falleneucn into fonler fins, vpon this greund, 
Conſidering thy ſeife that thoa, mayſt be tempted, even 


to take heede of this deceit, and knowing our ſelues 


what | 
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wicha powerfull and prevailing temptariof, to fall | 
intothy brothers finne. The vſe then of this poyntis : 
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ccitis exceeding dangerous, and therefore take wee | 
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what wee are, to tremble and to feare cuen thoſe 
fianes , which wee leaſt ſauſpe&t, and whereto we 
finde not ourſclues ſo pronely carried, as to others, 
We would beloath to truſt a Beare or Wolfe, or a- 
ny ſuch like beaſt though by culture and manu- 
rance in their youth their inborne fierceneſſe bee 
ſomething mitigated. Still their naturall diſpoſitis| 
on ſticks to them, and that will teach them to doe 
miſchieke, VVhy then ſhould wee repoſe any(ſuch 
confidence in our ſelues, that wee ſhall neuer laſh 
out into ſuch and ſucheuils? Wee haue a Schoole- 
maſter within, that naturall corruption that cleaues 
ſo faſt vnto vs, that will beready toteachvs, yea to 
vrge and force vs to the very height of iniquitie. 
Few will ſo truſt their bodies, though neuer ſo 
found and healthy, but that they will feare even 
the moſt dangerous diſcaſcs, as the pox; the plague, 
and ſuch like infections; for that they know that e- 
uen the bodies of the beſt conſtitution haue marrer 
within, euen for the vileſt difcaſe toworke vpon, 
Afſuredly thy ſoule is a farre more fruitful ſeminary 
of ſinnes , then thy bodie of diſeaſes. Why then 
ſhouldeſt thou ſuffer thy ſelfe ro be deceiued more 
inthe one thenia the other # The heathen Philoſo- 


in the hearing ofothers faulrs, ha#2 1 done ay ſuch: 


Numpuid ego |like thing? A good meditation ; but yer, in cafe this 


queſtion greatly trouble vs not,let vs add this other, 
way Inot doe the like, or worſe? This is theholy teare 
Gods children ſhould haue of themſelues continu- 


Prou. 28, | 


ally. Such as was that in theeleauen diſciples, who 
hearing Chriſt forerelling,0»e of you ſhall betray me, 
| | cucry 
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pher cemmended this mcditation to his ſchollers| * 


| 


El deceitfulne{ſe of mans heart. 


47 


euery one in a godly zealonſie & ſuſpition of hisowne 
'e naughty hearr,cryed out, Maſters 18 1? Maſter js it1? 
heere even Perer himſclte;.that a little before could 
bo not thinke his heartſo vnſound, as to be fir robring 
i-| 8 | forth the //b2pen brat of fearefnll deniail now (hap- 
e| I | ly fomething ſchooled and cooled by the former fo 
. vehzment and confidenr perdiCtion of Chrift ) fea- 
reth the owgly and terrible monſter of feareleſſe and 


of 

i fatthleſſe betraying. In this latter feare imitate wee 
Y Peter, and not in his former preſumpc:on : for when 
” | once we ſhall intertaine this deceit,that there area- 
s| & | ny finnes, which we neede not greatly feare, then 
) are wee neecreſt falling intothem. And fo often it 


| & | commeth to paile, that whileſt we carefully watch 
>| & {againſt thoſe {innes, wee ſee our felues by ſtrong 
| & {temptations daily drawne vnto , and wholy neg- 
le& others, wee thinke nor our ſelues fo ſubieQ vn- 
ro; eſcaping by watchfulneſſe the greater, through 
| Þ | this deceicfulneſſe of our hearts, and the fruit there 
of, our ſecuririe, wee-fallinthelefler dangers. Sure- 
| Wl | ly Zoe was ingreater danger of vncleanneſle, living 
among the impure Soaomires, than ſoliarily in the 
Mount, and Noah was in greater danger of drun- 
kenneflc,liuing among the drunken ſors of the olde 


RY [d , thatdid nothing elſe bur breti/hly eate and | Mirth. 244 
| world , that did nothing culteon ſly Te&yoles. 


drinke, then when there was none aliue to conuerſe 


| Þ [ wich, but his owne family. Burt yet they were in | 


danger alſo in their ſolirarineſſe, as hauing that 
within them , without which the euill example of 
the wicked co .1d not haue corrupted them. As 
mong the wicked, ex:ll exavple indangered chem : 


ned 


whenfrom chem ill their owne corruption threat- | 
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| ned danger. But loc (examples for cuerto be re- 


membred) becauſe in their folitarineſle, this deceit 
of kearttooke place, that of themſelues they were 
' not {o frameable to ſuch ſinnes,and ſo ſtood nor, as 
in times paſt vpon their guard, hence it came to 
paſle, that they who got the viory in the rom 
were ſhamefully foyled in the leſſer conflict ; they 
that ouercame two aductfaries together , the fleſh 
and the world, were miſerably ouerceme by one of 
them alone , the fie/þ without the ayde of the 
world. O then deliuerwee our ſoules trem this de- 
ccit, and poſſe{ſe wee them continually with this 
meditation. There is no bag gage fo filtny but my 
heart isa fit ſevke to recerwe, no monſter lo hideous 
but it is a fit wombe to conceine, no weeae lo poylon- 
full,bur irisa fir /ople to bring forthe Hardly ſhall he 
be caught that thus feareth the ſnare. Indeed in e- 
nill of puniſhment that of 7b is oftentrive.That which 
I feared i come vpon me. Burt inthe cuillof linae,thar 
of Salomon, Bleſſed i he that feareth alwayes;how bleſ-| 
ſed, but in cſcaping the finne feared ? as the 


i | oppoſition there ſhewcs : but hee that 


[net fearing] hardens bus beart 
ſhall fall inte exill. 


'to iudge himſelfe happy , being in Gods deepe diſs | 
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of the arceits of three ſeucrall ſorts of men, the rich 
worldlmp ; the ciuill :uſtitiary, the looſe libertine. 


GO much of the fir/? deceit in iudging of our per- | The ſecond 


- Deceit is. tha 
ſons. The ſecond followerh. And that is when | 5x" w_ 4 


wee thinke out ſclues in goed and happy eſtate be-! is £00d: where 
| fore Ged, being indeede miſerable; when with the | thercare 
Church of Zaodicea wee iudge our {elues rich and; Reuel,z. 


wanting nothing, when indced wee are poore, na- | 
ked,blinde,and beggerly wretches. If auy man,ſaith | G63 
Paul, thinke bimſelfe ſomewhat hen he is nothing he | 
decejuerh binyſelfe in his imagination. Now what grea- 
ter ſomewhat then for a man to be happy ? what 
greater nothing them to be miſcrable ? and ſo what} 
grcater deceit then this, for a man being miſerable 


pleaſure to account himſelfe to be highly in his fa- 
uour ? A deceit indeede very common, but alſo 
very dangerous:for in this caſe mans deceitfull and 
dreaming heart makes him like that dreamer of the 
Prophet , who though hungry and thirfty, yer in efa.29.8. 
his fleepe thinkeshe hath mear and drinke; but as | | 
he awakened ſees his error,and feeles his hunger,fo 
(hall the heart arouſed by God , ar leaſt at the day | 
of iudgement, ſec her deceir,and feele her miſcric. 
Surely as in thenaturall dreames it is better, when 
they be falſe, they ſhould be of fearefull things, 
then of joyfull, as better for a Kivg to dreamehim- 


þ 


ſelfe to be a begger , then coptrarily for a begger to 
E dreame! 
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, dreame thac heeisa King : for the King,when he wa- 


i kens,his gricfeis gone, and his joy is redoubled,ſec- 
; ing the vanitic of his dreame, but the begger when | 
' he awakes , his foriner griefe that ſlept with him a-; 
' wakes,and returnes ſo much the fierceryin regard of; 
 thefalſeioy of his dreame: ſo is it in theſe dreames | 
| and deceirfull dotages of the heart. Farre better is | 
that deceit, whereby the ſonne of God thinkes him- 
lelte a ſlaue of Sathan, than the contrary, when the { 
limme of $:than deemes and dreames himſelfe a 
member of Chriſt, Better it is for Nebuchadnezzar 
being a man , through his braine diſtempered with | 
| melancholly , to thinke himſelfe a beaſt, then for a | 
' beaſt to thinke it ſelfe a man : for this deceitis no- 
ching ſo vſuall , nor ſo perilous. A mans falſe con- | 
| ceitof miſerie, when indeed hee is happy, may leſſen | 
| his happineſle : it cannot make him miſerable: Bur | 
{a mans falſe apprehenſion of happineſſe being miſe-| 
 rable, is ſo farre from making him happy, thart it | 
| makes him twiſe, yea,remedileſſe miſerable;ir be- | 
{ing the firſt ſtep to happineſle to know our miſerie. | 
Lamentable therefore is it, that this deceit being fo | 
| perairious, ſhould be ſo vniuerſall. Our Sae1o4r tels 
'vs thar there are but few that ſhall be ſaued. And | 
{yet ifall they ſhould be ſaued, that thinkethey ſhall 
| be ſaved, ſure then there are but very few that ſhall 
bedamned, and then the frat and narrow way is 
| that which leideth to Hell, the 67044 way is Hea- | 
| uen way ; For who isthere almoſt thar perſwadeth, 


' not himſelfe he (hall be ſand? 
| And hcereIobſeruc more ſpecially the deeeit of | 


4 
/ 


| 


foure ſeucrall ſorts of men ; the rich worldlins, the | 
Os, cinih 
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the remporary beleener ; all thele vpon their feyerall, 
but ali of them deceiuable grounds, perſwading 
themſclues, they are inthe fauour of God. 


cinill inſtitiarygths looſe hbertine,or carnall goſpeller,& | 


{ Firſt, the men of this world, whoſe bellics God 
{filleth wich che hid treaſure of the carth, vpon oc- 
| caſton of their outward proſperity , are quickiy 
brought into this fooles paradiſe of thinking thems- | 
 ſelues to be the ſpeciall darlings of God : for if the 
godly themſelues haue oftentimes theireyes ſo da- | 
zeled with the outward. glittering and fl»uriſhing 
| eſtate of the wicked, as therevpoa they are ready to | 
| ſay oft them, The generation of Goas children, which 
| was Once Davids erro) for atime : how much more| 
| then, thinke wee, will the wicked thinke ſo of them- 
' {elues? He that maketh gaine faith Dauid,bleſſeth him- 
| ſelfe, namely, inthis falſe opinion of his awne feli-| 
citie. And elſewhere hee ſheweth that when God 
holdeth his peace, and doth not by his iudgements 
diſturbe them in their pleaſures and profits, then 
preſently their deceitfuil hearr thereon inferreth, 
that God is like to them, he alloweth of them and their 
| doings. That we may free theſe men from this de- 
| ceit, arid diſcouer the grofſneſſe of it, divets things 
; muſt be coniidered. 

| Firſt, If riches be thatthat makes men happy, 
(according tothe foolith phraſe men vie when ſuch} 
things betfall one, © hz is made!) hew then comes it 
| ropaſſe, that Heauen the chiefe and royall ſeate of | 
| bleſſedneſſe, is ſo empty of theſe treaſurers.? for / 
| there grow no minerals, the vaineoffiluer and gold | 
| is not to be found there. And yet God whe there 
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ſheweth the brighteſt luſtre of his glory, the holy 
Saints and Angels, that dwell there with him,: want 
nothing that may ſerue to make them completely 
bleſſed. Surely,belike happinefle muR be digged out 
of the bowels of the earth, ir growes below, not a- 
boue. The earth canno longer ſay,when it is deman- 
dedof our happineſle, as it 1s in Job, it is nos in me; 
if {iluer and gold be our happineſle, then it is in the 
earth,and ſo,which is {trange,iris neerer hell (which 
the Scripture ſeemeth ro piace below inthe deepes) 
then heauen, which all know to be aloft, and fo nee- 
rer the Dizell, then Goa, Ict mc hauc heavens miſery, 
rake thou hells bappineſſe. 
| 2 If this deceit be true, happineſſe ſhould rather 
| be foundinthe welderneſſe of 1ndza, T#rkie, and ſuch 
| like barbarous and brutiſh places, then inthe faire 
| Edex of the Church. Is it likely, that, if riches were 
| ſuch Pearles, the Lord would caft them to ſuch 
ſwine? it ſuch happy things, hee would throw them 


feede whelpes with them ? 
3 Riches indeede,themſelues, are the good bleſ- 


holy rich men in the Scripture, in all whom thar 
ſaying was true, Viſedowme #5 good with aminberitauce. 
Wiledome is good without an inherirance to the 
{ owner, but it is not ſa good to others, it cannot ſo 
| cleerely ſhew and manifeſt it ſelfe ro them , with- 
| out the helpe of this inftrument, As how could 

Abraham haue ſhewed his hoſpitall and bountifull 
| minde, in entercayning fſtrangets, if poore > How 


| to ſuch degges ? it the childrens bread, hee would | 


ſings of God, and are notable inſtruments of ver-. 
rue, as we ſce in Sa/omen, eAbraham, Lot, andother | 


_ 


} 


could} | 


— Cam. 


| cence, yea, his zeale, and piety in building thetem-! 


{ vertuous ? that, becauſe a good penne is theinſiru-! 
| ment of writing , therefore it will makeione #goad | 


- 
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could 1b haue declared his mercy,andliberality to | 
the poore, without his riches? how could Salomon þ 
haue witneſſed his munificence, and royall magnifi-| 


ple, rogether with his wiſedomeand $kill in natus | 
rall philoſophy ,. had not the Lord ſo abundantly 
furniſhed him with theſe helpes? what tlien ?: ſhall 
wee ſay becauſe richesare the inftruments whereby | 
vertue declarethiit ſelfe, thereforechey make men 


writer ? nay, rather a .geed-writer makes the penne | 
good ,and to be a fir inſtrument of writing well. | 
For furniſh an vnskilfu!l writer with neuer ſo good a | 
penne, yet. his fift remaines. ſtill as vnskilfull..-So a 
good man knowes how to make vic,and aduantage 
of riches, for the praQtiſe of vertue , 'as Solomon 


fore, as Sa{omen addeth in the ſame place; the folly | 
of fooles, namely, rich ones; fool;ſbnefſe: why? was | 
ir not fooliſhneſſe before they were rich 2'yes, bur | 
not in compariſion of thatiic;is now ſince:they-bex | 
came rich: Tharas wiſedome 41:9904,that is,betrer, | 
ſbines brighter, ſo folly *& naxuzhr,chat is, farreworde, 
more. palpably:diſcouers ir tclte , ih 4n inherit | 
tance, That iwhich Salomon fpeakes of: Julence in.a| 


A foole is accounted wife while poore, but lethim 


{once be rich, then his folly is fouliſhneſſe indeed. 


Riches then declare whether wee be good or no, 


as 


ſaies, The rrowne of the wiſe is their riches : bur yer | Prov. 14.24; 
give chem a foole, and.ysupur aſiord into amad. | <4. 
| mans hand, Rill he is as wicked, nay, worſethenbe- 


foole, may as trucly be ſaid of poxerry famerimes. pro.17.28. 
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becauſe: hee hattymany. bookes ſtanding in his clo- 
fer, or a good mulition, becauſe he hath many mu- 


—_ 


as a {word ina.mans hand whether he beſober, or 
drunke, but rey make vs not good 3. becauſe, as [ 
ſayd, they arc onely inftrumentsof goodnefie.” And 
the inſtrument alwayes receiueth ir forcefrom thar 
which vſcth it , giueth none vato.it. Vere it not 
abſurd for a man to thinke himlſelfe.a good ſcholer, 


ſicall iaftruments hanging vpon his wals, when hee 
knowes: .not how to vſe cyther beokes , ' or inſtru- 
mems Andyer riches are no ſuch neceſlary inſtru- 


* Hom. 1.2d. 
POP» Antioch, 


i Dru” in 2dag- 


Exod.g 16.in- 
rerpreted, Vide 


Tan. 


noted in the exampleof ob) more of ſome obedi- | 
ence, namely, thatwhich wee call paſsize in pouerty, 
{theninniches. | EE: | 


| wee: muſt conſider with what hand hee reacheth 


ny of thoſe 'judgements., wherein others periſhed, 


ments of grace,as bookes are of learning. For a man 
nay ſhew as much , nay (as Chry/eſtome hath well 


7 


4. Riches, though they be the giftes of God, yet 


them forth vnto vs, whether with the right, orthe 
left, with what mindehee giueth chem , whether in 
{{oue or inanger. For God ofren giveth men riches 
as he. gaucthe Iſraclites quayles, cuen ts be thorwes 
ro cheake. them. Herein being like that King Eu- 

trapeles, that heaped vp.moſt riches vpon ſuch as 
| he moſthated,ſaymg,thar cogether with their riches | 
hee ſhould cruſh them with. a heauy | burden of 
cares.” Pharaoh himſcife was not ſmitten, with ma- 


\ 


but ir was net from any ſpeciall reſpe&t-God had 


wiſinterprer it, tells him the reaſon, for thes reuſe? 
| haue Ireſerned theeznamely,from being ftroken with 


of him aboue them,butGod himſelfe,lefthe ſhould | 
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| the former indgement, not for any loneT beare to 
thee, but, that 7 way ſhew wy power in thee. The Pſal- 
miſt therefore excellently couples theſe things ro- 
gether. The Lord pgineth ſjabt to the blinde, heraiſeth 
vp the crooked, be loueth the righteous. Tortcachthat 


the wicked, bur not in loue, ſaye onely to the righ- 
teous. Wherefore our r:c/ worldling hathlittle cauſe | 
of rcjoycing in his riches, valefle heeknew that the 


{them , cuen with a ſweet and amiable connte- 
nance, ready together with his riches to deale his 
[owe ſoale vato him. But ir is otherwiſe: The Lord 
turneth his backe vpon him, cten then when his 
hand reachetlr forth theſe outward things vnte 
him. In his arger he giueth theſe ſuppoſed fxlici- 
ties to the wicked, which in his mercy he denyerth to 
the godly. He putteth them into the fatter paſtures, 


them liue ſtill. 1fthe ſtalled Oxe had reaſon, would 
he'be fo ſencelefle as to thinke his mafſterloued him 
better then his fellowes, becauſe of his mureliberall 
foode ? know it then thou rich worldiing God one- 


E /liefatteth thee for the (laughter. Hee: thus laderh | 
| © | thee with theſe bleflings that by this meanes ag- | 
| Z | gravating thy ingraticude, and impenitency, hee 


[ff | 


might lade thee with a heauier weight of condem- 


nation:. Yea, by this meanes in his iuſt iadgement, | 


as by am:outward occaſion, hee prouoketh and ftir- 
reth vp that corruption of pride , couctouſneſle, 
E 4. cruelty, 


CY 
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the Lord may diſpenſe theſe outward bleflings to; 


Lord looked upon him, as Elizabeth ſpeaketh of the | 
bleſſing of her fruirfull wombe, in che giuing of | 


becauſe he meaneth to kill chem, and cauſeth theſe } 
to feedeon the bare commons, becauſe he will have | 


1 


a 


j 


Palm, | 46. L, 
inlighrened, 


Luke, 25. 


Rem, 2.4. 


| 


| nm 
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Pſal. 69. 226 


| ypon,to worke. vpon.' /#45. was couctous before he 


. | hendedthe office which Chriſt aſſigned him, as an 


{ ſeepeofſecurity,hemight ſtrike them through with 


cruelry,oppreſſion,and ſuch like, which before were 
inthec,burfor want ef occaiion couldnor-ſo plainly 
; ſhew themſelues. Thatthertore this ſecret corruptio 
| may be diſcouered,he cffreth fir matter for it to feed 


came.to Chriſt; therfore Chriſt gauc him the bag to 
feed that his humer,to miniſter fuell to ir;that ſo his 
cotten heart might be deteQed, ſhould not now 7#- 
azs. haue deceived himſelte much, it he had appre- 


argument of his greater reſpect, as though hee had 
| repeſed:more confidence in him for fidelicy, whom 
tadeed he knew to be moſt vnfaithful? vans bag was 
a net ro catch his ſoule. The wickeds :4b/e, though 
ſwimming neuerſo much with dainties,is b& ſnare,8& 
he proſperity his ruine.God giueth them theſethings 
no otherwiſe then 7ael gaue S/ſera milke, and lod- 
\ ging,that by this meanes cafting them.intothe dead 


< 


chenaileof his indgements,or as Ehud gaucthe pre- 
ſent to Eg/on, onely thar he might baue an occaſion | * 
toſhearh his daggerin his bowels : whercfore looke | 
how Harian deceiucd himſelfe in conſiruing the | | 
| Queenes invitation ofhimtothe banquer,as a mat- | 
ter of ſpeciall grace: for indecde ſhee did itonely ro | 
taccuſe him 53 alike doetheſe fart worldlings deceiue | 
| themſelues , imparting their outward proſperity to | | 
| the fauourof God, who indeedeonely giueth them | # 
theſe things to furniſh their inditemone out ofthem | | 
like asonce Je/eph cauſed his cup to be put into one 
of his brethrens ſacks,that he might picke a quarrell 
' with them, and lay theft to their charge: for God, 
hows | 
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1 | that other world ; Go now and blefle thy felfe in thy 
riches, and proſperous eſtate as badges of bleſlzd- 
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| howſocucr hee haue giuen the wicked theſe earthly | 


bleſſings,yer wilhe challenge them of theft, and vn- 
iuſt vſurping of his creatures,to the which,being our 
of Chriſt,they kaue no right and title, Ser then ye 
miſerable mucke wormes of the earth,how grofſlely 
ycedecciue your ſelues, that are ſo fearcfull of be» 
ing deceiued by others, and know that as in other 
| regards,ſo in this hath our Saujonr befooled you, that 
you thus lull your ſeluesaſlcepein a falſe conceirof 
your owne happinefle , and fing a requiezs to your 
onne ſeules, ſoule take thineeaſe ; and yer fanve lies 
before the doores; this night O foole ſhall they take away 


| yee ſhall bee driuen to begge 4 droppe of water of 


 tocome another, as Zazarns, poote in this world, 


this world, became exceeding penurious in the 0- 


thy fonle : and then though with Di#esye haue been 
rich inthisworld, yerwith him alfo ye ſhall bepoore 
enough in the World to come : fo poore that 


— 


| 


Luke 12, 


Luke 16. 


ſome Z424rm4, to whom hereyou denyed crummes 
of bread, Oextreame and more than beggerly po- 
uerty, when thou canft not command a little drop 


thar are rich in this world, intimating that there is 
one riches & pouerty of this world, and of the world 


became rich in the other world, and Dzwes, rich in 
ther : withall, teaching that theſe riches when they 


laſt longeſt, laſtno longerthen this life, they follow | 
notafter vs when wee are dead, to make vs rich in 


( 


| 


nes; from which holy Agar delired to be bleiled; | 


| fearing leaſt his ſhoe being onetwide for his foore it 


would | 


of water! So fitly did the Apoſtle fay,charge them] 
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would but hinder him in his tourney, and his ouer- { 


ample eſtate would be as cumberſometo his ſoule, | 
as Sawls armour would haue beene to Danids body. 
The Apoſtle tels thee, God chaſtenerh every child be 
hath, and none but baſtards goe vncorrefted « what 


note of thy ſonneſhip,namely thy oyled and butrered 
paths, thy long caſe and freedome from creſſes,for 
which the Holy Ghoft hath reproached thee with 
the brand of beftard;ſme2Our Sanionr cryesout,woe 
be to you richmen, for ye ſhall weepe. Whata mad- 


thee that thy riches areas great burthens, hindring 
thy entrance in at the ſtrait gate, and as the bunch 
ſhal a rich man enter into the kingdome of heanen?what 


ſhurring ir vp againſt vs, to be the key openingit to 
vs, to take weights, preſſing vs downe to het, to be 


2. Sort of men. decciuing themſelues in this * 


ries deceit. | 


_ 


no aRion againſt chees Alike as it thou ſhouldeſt 
| thinke | 


kinde are our civill iw/iitierics, who therefore iudge} 
themſelues robcin good {tate to God-ward,becaulſe | 
they live without ſcancall honeiily, quietly paying j 


eucry man his ewne,&cc. Itchey had hence conclu- 
ded they had beene in good fate to man-ward, the 


deceit had bcene moretolerable; for men cannot ſo | 


well challengerhoſc thatcan with Sa-welfay, whoſe 
oxc or afſe haue 1ſtollen? whom haue I wronged?bur 
the deceit is fond. tothinke therefore God can haue 


an idle cenceit then is this for thee to take that for a | 


neſſe for thee to bleſſe where Chriſt curſes ? Heertels | 
on the Camels backe, hindring his paſſagechrough | 
the needles eyc and therefore cryes out, bow hardy | 


a dotage is this to account the barre of heaven dore | 


wmgs, lifting vs vp to heauen? [ 


| 
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thinkethe King can touch thee in nothing, becauſe 

thou haſt nor tailed in any poynt,the Law. tyes thee | 
trothy fellow-ſubies , with-whom thou liueſt, and | 
yer happily haſt many waies faulred againſt the king | 


let it be ſo: what. can follow lience,but that among 
men thou ſhalt goe foran honeſt man ?-whar with 
Gedrto? yes,it thou canſt truely ſay,thou payeſt him 


ditating in the word, ſanCtitying of the Sabbaoths, 
{the which our ciuill man neuer paycth,and therfore' 
as thou wouldeſt account him vakoneſt, that payes 
theenotthy dues, ſowill God account thee, for not 
paying him his. This & true eligion,ſaith Iames,to 
the looſeprofeſlor, ſeuering ſome outward duties of 
religion-in the firlt , from righteoulnefle in the ſe-. 


which are duties not of religion properly, butofis- 
flice and righteonſneſſe : and this hee doth becauſe 
this is the triall of chetruth of our religion. By like 
reaſon & proportion may I ſay to the Czuill man, as 
vnreaſonably diuiding theworks ofrighteouſnes,in 
the ſecond table, from rhoſe of religion,in the firſt. 
This is true righteouſneſle, this is true honeſtic, ro 
ſanQike the Sabbaoths, to call vpon the name of 
theLord, to cenferre, co meditate of the word : For 
looke what kinde of Religion that is,which is not ats | 
readed with boneſty re men, alike is that howeſtie 
which is not joyned with Religzow ro God. Nowrthe 
former religion none ſo ready to condemne for 
navght as the ciuillman himſelfe : for zeale and de- 


his dues; the due of prayer, hearing, reading,& me-| 


condtable, to vifit the fatherlefſe and widdow &x. | 


V IT 7 A i 


Own 


uotion in no-caſe can he away with: therefore , his | 
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Libertines 
deccit, 
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| 


| hegyaen- againe,Exceps your righteouſnes exceede the 
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owne mouth being iudge, hisowne honeſty which 
he ſo magnifies,and makes the only prop of his hap- 
pineſſc,,auſt needs berotten,and vnfound. 7 nhoneſt 
religion is a8 good as irreligious honeſty, And if in thy 
iudgemenr the former be naught, ſurely the latter 
cannot be good. Religion, or the feare of God,Ss- 
lomon cals the head of all goodneſle : honefly then! 
without religion, is as a body without a head, euen 
a rotting, and ftinking carrion; and wiltthou yet be 
ſs fondas to thinke itis a ſweet ſmclling ſacrificein 
Gods noſthrils > Heare Chriſt telling the Phariſees,! 
ſuch as thou art, thatthe harlors and Publicaner,as if} 
I ſhould new fay to thee, c#i-tbrosrs and ext-purſes 
fhould goc before them into rhe _—_— heas | 


righteouſneſſe of the Scribes & Phariſees , yee cannot 
enter into the kingdome of heauen. And if this cannot 
ſtop thy mouth, yet let E/ayes foxle clo7h,all our righ- 
teouſneſſe , euen our righteouſnefle, the Prophet in- 
cludes himſelfe,holy Z ayes ewne righteoulnefſe,the 
righteouſncs of grace,fs a menferuoms cloath,thatwill 
rather feule our faces,then wipe away the filth of 
them. What then is the righteouſnelſe of warure ? 
Surely Chriſt muſtboth ws , and wipe his diſciples 
feet. His bleud muſt be beth water, and zoell ro. 
Renonnce then thine owne righteouſnes euch /þiri- 
tual, much moreCisiR and truſtonely to his: 

The third ſort of theſe ſelfe-deceiners arcourcom- 
won and carnal Goſpeliers,Gopel-ſpillersrather,being 
indeed looſe libertines that do turwe the grace of Goa 
into wantonzes.Theſcalſo iudgethemſelues to be in 


| good caſe before God, and why? becauſethey hauc 
| beene 


——— 


pet 


| beene berne in the Church, and ſtill enioy the pri- | 


| ly water, and are daily fed with the ſpirituall Azanwa 
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uiledges thereof; they haue becne waſhed with he- 


of the word and Sacraments. This wasthevſyall de- 
ceit of the was ggne cried, the temple of the Lord,the 
temple of the Lord : and had nothing elſc to bleſle 
themnſelucs withall, but the cognizance of circumci- 


1+. 


ſon, And our Sauiour ſhewerh,how many at the laſt 


' day (hal Jookforcternal lite,only becauſe they haue | 
eat and drank in his preſence, which I vaderſtand of | 


the ſpirituall eating and drinking in the hearing of 


all this, with the man that wanted the wedding 


the word, andrecciuing of the Sacraments : bur for 
AIr- 
ment, they may be taken from the very ating ta- 
bleto the gallowes with Zavzarv. And though they 
fyeneuer ſo much,with 79ab,tothe hornes of Gods 
altar, yet it ſhall not defend them from Gods ſword, 
for the very truth is this, the man that wants 
the wedding garment is no otherwiſe bidden to the 
feaſt by the king, then Z7a#vaz was to Queene Efters 
feaſt, hee ſhall there finde God no lefle angric with 
him, then Z amas found 4haſpueroſh,and heare that 
fearctyllſentence, Take him, binde him, c. Of this 
deceit S. Zames ſpeaketh, when heſaith, Be ye doers 
of 'he word,and nvt hearers only,deceiuing your ſelues. 
Shewing thereby that many, as the miſerable ex« 
perienceeuen of theſe times alſo ſhewerth, did there- | 
fore repute themſclucs in the number of Gods peo-| 
ple, onely þecauſethey cameto the Church, heard 
the word,and preſented him withtheoutward ſacri. | 
fices of their prayers, and praiſes, howſocuer their 


lives otherwiſe were moſt vile and vitious. Bur Saint | 
| Iames 
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| Gods owne ſacrifices, the ſarrifices of fooles, be more 


- inthe fiftieth Pſalme, who for all cheir lying, ſlaun- 
 dering, whoring, theeuing, would yetneeds goefor 
| Saints, becauſe they were diligent in the outward 
ſervice of the temple, They thonght they were very 
 carefull rememberers of God,whenthev plyed him 
' ſofaſt with the ſacrifices of the Law, both morning | Þ 
; and euenivg : and yer God telleth chem that none' Þ 
| wereſe vamindfull of him as they,and therefore ve- 
| ry fearefully thundreth againſtthem : O conſider this 


* mon ſticks notto make them the mwarks of fooles,when 
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Ar 


lames afterward' telleth theſe decciucrs, If any man 
ſeeme religious and refraine not bs tongne deceiving 
his owne heart, b# rel/gion is in vaive. And ſo doth 
S, Paul tell the lewes that reſted in the law, and the 
outward letcer thereef, that their circumcifion was 
no better than vncircumcifion; asa man may ſay to 


a baſe player,apparelled like a Kings ſonne, that his| 
l 


Princes coat isno better then a beggers. lt (hall doe 
him no mere good,procurehim no more honour or 
reſpe&t. For circumciſion, baptiſme, hearing, recei- 
uing, and all ſuch like badges of outward protcſſion 
they are butas the outward garment of Chriſtians; 
which may calily be puton by thoſe that are none, 


And therfore howſocuer theſe by many arethought| 


ſufficient tomake them good Chriſtians, yet Salo- 
there are no betterthen they , as when hee calleth 
ready to heave then to offer the ſacrifice of fooles, becauſe 


of this fooliſh cenceit which many ground vpon 
them. But notably doth God ſhake theſe deceiners 


Ye that forget God, leaſt Tteareyou in peeces; For when 
thetruth of Obedience, and power of godlineſle is 
wanting, 


= 
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| wanting, ſurely there is ſmall diflerence betwixt an 
Iſraclite, and an 1ſmaelite, a circumciſgg, Hebrew, 
and an vncircumcifed Philiſtim, a Bapriſed Engliſh. 
21m, and an vnwaſhen Turke. Neither is the bar- 
ren fig-cree in Gods:orchyard in any better- caſe, 
then is the bramble in the wilderneſle. In which re- 


Cuſhi, or an «£zhzopran,though all of them lining in 
che viſible Church as members thereof;to ſhew thav 
God will lappethem vp in the ſame bundle of con. 
demnation , together with the heathen, and vncir- 
cumciſed, ſtrangers, from the couenants,aud common- | 
weale of Iſrael. This therefore willbe buraa ſilly.plea 
before God, weehaue gone to Church, frequented 
ithe prayers, heard the ſermons ; nay the plea of 
preaching ſermons will not be admitred. VVhen 
thou bringeft to God the ſermons thou haſt heard, 
| jthou bringeſt /r1/ahs /ztters;the matter of thine owne 
{ death, and damnation. For therefore ſhall God ad- 
iudge thee toſo much ſorer, and ſeuerer condem- 
[nation , by how much thy meanes of repentance 
| have beene greater. Therefore ſhall the earth be 
curſed, becauſe hauing beene watered with the dew 
of heauen, it bringeth forth nothing but brambles 
and bryers. Bur here our libertine, beſides his | feb. c 
outward formall Church-ſeruice ; vrgerh bus faith, 
in the merits of Chr1ff, 
Avſ.' His faith is meere fancy : for 1. Faith COM- | Rom. 16." 
2th by hearing , and (oalfo is it nouriſhed by hea-| 
ring of the word , prayer and the ſacraments. Bur : 
jon men cannot tel] how they came by rheir _ | 


— — nu_—_— 


gard Dauid is not afraid to call the Eiphims ſ{ran- [PLl,v4 3. 


2ers,and Sanls courtiers heathen, and Saul himſeife | Plal.59, Land 
7,1. opcned, 
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And it is ſuſpitious when men haue goods , and 
cannottellhew they cameby them : afluredly they 


cannot {ay they came to their faith by any ſuch 


\meancs : for they deſpiſe the powerfull minifterie, 
andto pray aright they know not, whereas crue faith 
the daughter of the word,cannot but with all humi- 
litie and thankefulnefſe acknowledge herfather. 

3. Truc faith is copulative, it ioyncth rogether the 
whole word of God: it belecucth enepromilſe as 
wellas anether , the promiſes of this life, as well as 
theſe of the life to come. But our Libertines faith 
that ſeemeth very ftrong in belecuing ſaluatien by! 
ChrifS, in temperall dangers, thar concerne the out- 
ward man onely, cannot vphold itſclfe: the reaſon 
is.for tkar,as their faith is a fancy ir ſelfe,fo it appre- 
hendeth erernall ſaluation asa fancy , and ſo there! 
can be boldecnough, but rewporall [aluation being 
apprehended as a matter of truth, their fantaſticall 
faith cannot lay hold of the promiſes thereof: theſe 


men that ſo confidently prefcic, that they belecue 
God hath prouided ſuperabundant riches of glory 
hercafter for them, cannot yet belecue that hee 


—  — 


will prouide competent neceſlaries of maintenance 
tor this preſentlife: whence they ſo tremble intheir 
dangers. Againe,faith belceucth the threats of the 
word, together with the promiſes : now thou who 
pretendeſtbelecfe of the promiſes,ſhew methy be- 
leefe ef the tlireatnings : diddeſt then belecuethe 
truth of thoſe menaces , which God hath denoun- 
ced againſt vneleane, couctous, ambitious , prod, 


enuious , malitious perſens , and ſuch like ſinners, 
how durftthou then ſo wallow in theſe finnes, that 


if 
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if God in ſtead of hell, had promiſed heanen , as a | 


reward vnto them, thou couldeſt not doe more, 
then thou doeſt : VVhy ſhouldeſt thou deceiue- thy 


| beleeueſt not ſo much as the Diuell ? for hee be- 


leenes [namely the threatnings of the word] and 
'frewbles for horrour; but thou goeiton in ſfinne, ma- 
| king a mocke of the menaces, andin the infidelirie 
of thy heart giueſt them the lye, ſaying, no ſuch 


former ſelfe-deceiners. | 


—_c 


”—  —____ 


: 

By | CH APs« V. | 
Of the deceits of the temporary beleeners Faith,and 
feelings. | 


EY ns now to the fourth ſortof theſe 
| acceiners , the temporarie belecuer , deſcri- 
bed by our Saniovr in the parable of the ſtony and 
thorny ground, and by the 4poſile, Heb.6. They 
heare the word,and arc inlightened in their vader- 


| dodtrine requireth griefe, they are alſo affected 


word,with thoſe J/raclites,dec often cuendraw buc- | 
| F 


toycein hearing of the comforts, and ſuch like do-| 


arine,which requireth ioy , ſowhen the nature of | 


with ſorrow , and: therefore as the hearing of rhe 


4 


ſtandings, yea rauiſhed, one would thinke, in' their | 
 affeCtions : for they heare it, ſaith our Sauiour,wzth 
| #oy: where by one of the chicfeſt affeRions, wee are 
| by like proportion to vnderſtand all the reſt, euen 
the affeftion ' of griefe-it fſelfe ;' that as they re-| 


ſelfe with an opinion of faith , when indeed rhou |” 


thing ſhall befall thee. .And fo much for che three | 


| 
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kers of water.and ſhed riuers of teares.Euen this al- 
ſois to be vnderftood by their hearing the word with 
| joy, becauſe they reioyce euen in this griefe, rafting 
of the ſweerneſle of the word, & finding a comfor- 
tablereliſh cherein.Thele men welſce goe very far,fo 
that, as the Apolltle ſpeaketh, they are in ſome ſort 
made partakers of the boly Ghoſt they tafte of the pow- 
ers of the world to come &exprelte their inward grace 
by outward obedicce,bringing forth fruit very ſpee- 
dily,far ſoonerthan others , aÞthe ſtony ground is 
morequicke & forward than other ſoyles. And yet 
{for all this,theſe alſo, being rotten art the harrt,are to 
'be ranked in the number of /e/fe-deceiuers, as falfely 
{iudging themſclues to bein the ſtate of grace. The 
deccirfull argument wherby they thus iudge,is this, 


IF Whoſocuer hath true faith, repentance, obedience, 
Z7\is inthe ſtate of grace. 


But I haue theſe three, ſaiththe Temporary: there- 
fore I amin the ſtate of grace. | 
This deccit is far more deepe & dangerous then 
any of the former three: for their errour was inthe 
groups, whereon their argument was builr,not inthe 
| applicationehereof, as in the argumeat of the rich 
worldling , Whoſoener hath outward proſperitie is in 
Gods fauor,But1haue out ward proſperity.Herethe de- 
|ceitis in the propoſition, not inthe aſ/umpries : for he 
rrucly 4//umes to himſelte outward proſperity 3 but 
his propoſition is falſe, that outward proſperity is au or- 
i2ur.eut of (ods fauour.So the Cinill man erres nor in 
his application of ciuill and outward righteouſneſſe 
{to himſclte ; but in his groud, that this ciud righ- 
| reouſneſſeis enough to get ſaluation. And fo. the 
| loci 


— 
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falſeneſſe of their gro#nds, which might calily bee 
done z but heere the falleneſſe of the 9pplicaticnof. 


profeſſion, hearing of the word, 8c. but his ground 
is deceitfull , rhat this is ſufficient ro make one a 


ground of the temporary belecucrs argument is 
molt certaine and agreeable to the word , namely, 
thar whefocuer hath true faith, repentance, and 
obedience, isin the ſtate of grace ; all the deceit is 
in the application : for the 7emporarie, when hee af- 


tion ; But | havetrue faith,&c. is nothing but mecre 
preſumption. And therefore hee is harderto be deli- 


them there needed no more adoe, than to ſhewthe 


their grounds mult bee diſcovered ; which is very 
hard, becauſe of the necre afknity and Jikenefſe be- 
wwixt the faich, repentance, obedience of the 7rue 
and terperarie beiceuer: which is fo great,thateuen 
the moſt tudicious, and diſcerning Chriſtians cans 
not perfc&ly diſtinguiſh berwixt them. Hence 1s- 
das among the diſciples, and Annanias and Saphira 
and Nicolas the Deacon, among them in the Primi» | 


tive Church, ti}l God deteQed them, went for true 
belecuers : for this difference of theſe rwo faiths 
howſocucr in gererall wee know ity as it isrcuealed in 
the word 3 yet in ſpecrall wee know itnor, as it Is in 
men, that wee can ſay, before the exenr declare it, 
This man is a Temporarie only.This is diſcernible one» 
ly ro him that is greater then ony hearts, and there- 


good Chriftian. But hcere it is otherwiſe. The[ 


ſures thoſe things to himleife, preſarmes. His aſſump- 


uered from this his deceit, chanrhe other : for with | 


te 
Cc 


W | forc knoweth our hearrs berrer then our felues. } 
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Neuerthclefſe the Texpporarie, it he would deale vn» | 


partially in the trying of his owne heart, by the 
cule of the word , hee (ſhould cafily come to cſpye 
out the deceit thereof. "IP | 

And firſt. as touching his faith, it is cuident it is 
not {ound:; for Chit dare not truſt it; aswe ſee in 
chem that are ſaid in the Goſpelte beleeuc in Chrif, 
and yet could not be beleeued by him. Many ((aich 


loha) beleened inhs name when they ſaw his myracles, | 


but leſus did not commit himſelfe unts them, becauſe be 
knew them all. Bur of the true beleeuer Cbreft ſaies, 


that hee reiecs none that cemes vnto him.” . 1udas 
was an 4r<-temporary, and yet, that hee neuer true- 
ly belceued, appeareth by the ſame Exangehf thus 
commenting vpon thoſe words of Chrf | But there 


are ſome of you that beleene not |for leſus knew who they | 
i werethat belezned not,and who ſhould betray him.Mark 


how the Euangeliſt rankes the :raicour among che 
non-beleeuers 3 and how, being to giuea reaſon why 
Chrift ſaid all of them beleeued nor, he faith Chri/? 
knew who ſhould betray him. And more plainely 
doth this appeare afrerward in Cbri/s anſwere to 


Peter, profeſſing in the name of the whole twelue, 
IWe beleene &c. Haue not I choſen you twelue,and one of | 
ou is a Deuill? As it he ſhould ſay,no Peter,allofyou 
doc notbeleeue, though thou ſpeakeſt generally of 
all. One of you is a Lexill. Let vs ſee then how this 
temporary deceiueth himſelte, in thinking hee hath 
that faith which hee wants, The deceirfull argu- 
ment whereby he would conclude faith to himſelfe 
is drawen, firſt from the parts of faith: : ſecondly 
the ſignes. Theparts of faith are two, firſt knvwledgoe 


| 
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i 


of | 


| points of religion himſelfc, and be ableo talke of 
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cation of the promiſes 1n/peciall toones ſelfe. Both 


but he may haue an excelfcnr meaſure thereof; in- 
ſomuch as hee may not onely appcezead all rhe 


themybut alſo teach them vntoothers;as #4 did, | 
and many others, whoſe plea thall beat thelait day, 
Lord,haue we not taught im thy nime? And inthe pas 


in this knowledge , whereby ir is differenced from 
the knowledge of true faith. 
Firft , the knowledge of the Temporary is not ſo 


true belecuer. To which may that ſeemeto apper- 
caine, which isſaid in the Goſpell,that they haue no 
roote,their knowiedge is not a 7v0ted and well ſerled 
| knowledge :for neither hauc they thar care which 
the true belecuers haue, to build themſelues on the 
| ſure authorities of the Scriptures, neither yer at all 
' doe they nouriſh their knowledge with a holy pra-! 
| Qiſe, that ſo they might haue a precZzcall a feeling, 
an (experimentall knowledge ; wherein indeede the 
| knowledge of faith excelletn the knowledge euen 


py” che word in gexera.l with aſſent ; ſecondly, avpli- 


theſe the temporary thinkes hee hath, and therefore} 
alſo faich. Firſt for knowledze, ir cannor be denicd, | 


rable,the lampes of the fool/þ virgins blaze as much | Math.z, 
a5 the wiſe ones. Yet for all this, there are deceits | 


1 


] 


well groundedeither vpoen the te/fimonic of the Srrip-| 
tures, or vp0N experience, as is the knowledge of the | 
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| 
' of the Deuill himſelte : for though hee excell vs,25) 
in all other knowledge, foalfo in dime, yer wo 


knowes not the chiefe points thereof, ſuch as are 
| fatth, repentance, lone, the preſence of rhe ſpirir,what 


OY be, by his owne experience,as d ath Rn | L exp . : 
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2 Speciall ap- 
plication, 
| which is 


| neſt and pooreſt Chriſtian. Herein the poorelt 1diot, 


' | beating knowledge, which warmesa man at the ve- 
\ry heart, working loue of the truth knowen: for 
5 MM «d entrath and goodneſſe ditfer no more than theſealeand 


| for Chriſt bringeth him in threatnriyg kindneſſe vpon 


{in the heart. But the temporaries heart recejues no 
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being a ſound Chriſtian , goeth- beyond the pro- 
tounde!t Clearkes thar are ner ſanctihed , that hee 
hath his owne heart in ſtead of a commerntarreto help 
him vnderſtand even the-molt needtull punts of 
the Scripture, The knowledge therefore of the 7 em- 
porarie is but ſhallow to thar of che true Chriitian* 


whoſe priuileage it is, not onely toknow the rhings | 


themſejues virered , bur alſo that intent and NCa-| 
ning of God therein. The ſecret of the Lo#d, _ 
Daud, is renealed to them that feare him. This ſecre 
is hid from the wicked. | 
Sccondly , the knowledge of faith is a through | 


the print, Truth, truly knowne, ſtampes goodneſle | 


ſuch impreſſion, ſtill it remaines an euill & rnſound 
heart , a nourcerie of many ſecret corruptions , in 


which is no goodnefſe. Therefore his knowledgeis | 


onely a flame that giues /ight by blazing , bur no! 
ſound and durable heat by burning. 

Thirdly , the knowledge of fauh-is an humbling 
knowledge. Now mine eye hath ſeen thee, (aith Job, 
therefore 1 abhorre my ſelfe in duſt aud aſhes. But the 
temporaries knowledge is a ſwelling knowledge, 
puffizg him vpin the conceir of himſelfe. 

Secondly,tor application, which is indeed the ve- 
ry pith and marrow of ſauing faith ; no doubt but 
the Temporary doth in his own conceit apply Chriſt: 


him( 
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| dreamer therefore cate bread, or drinke beere, doth | + 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | | 


i him and ſo challenging entrance into his kingdome, 
even at the day of iudgement, which ſheweth that | Math-7. 
he might both live and dic in this perſwaſion, that 
he was the member of Chriſt, and fo in the applica- 
tionof the promiſes: Burthis conceit of his is meere 
deccit: for intruth hee applies nought but an zoll, 
 afanlic, a ſhadow : for as the Diſciples when they 
ſaw Chriſt on the Sea, were decciued taking him | 
for a walking ſpirit : ſo contrarily, theſe temporary 
belecuers, when they ſce and heare nothing indeed 
but the diuell, (haply :ransforming himſelfe into an 
Angell of light, yer they thinke they ſee, and heare | ec, 29. 8. 
Chriſt himſclf.This application of Chriſt is like to the | 
application of bread & drink in a dreame. Doth the 


| he cruely apply theſe things to himſelfe, becauſe hee | * » 
|thinkes ſo? No more doſt thou cate Chriſts fleſhor | 000k... 
| drinke Chriſts bloud, becauſe thy doting braine ſo | 
' dreameth. Aax in his frenzic tooke ſimple ſheepe } 
|for his crafty enemies. And when hee had {layen } 
' thecattell, thought verily hee had ſlayen his cnes | 
| mies. His deceit was greatto take ſhcepe for men: | 
| thine greaterto take a ſhadow for a ſubſtance, nay, | Proned falſe; 
| Sathan fer Chriſt: for that thou doſt not apprehend | _ 

' true Chriſt may appeare by this, thattrue faiths ap» 

| prehenſion of Chriſt is mutual, It doth not ſolay 


| hold onChrift, as wee take hold of atree, or ſome 


ſuch like ſenlelefſe thing, bur as we vic ro doein our 
 falurations, when wee imbrace one an other, there 

| is a mutuall hold on both ſides. Whence theaQ of | &apxocur- 
the Patriarches faith in apprehending the promiſes, | !. 

is elegantly ſer out by the dpejite, by the meraphore | butt ns: 


intightencd. 
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| Phii.3.1 Lo 


lok.1o. 


loh. 5.24+ 


! ae . 8, | | 
100937339 | that commeth to we 1 caſt not away. For 1 came downe, | 


Luk.15. 


AQs1s, 


| of ſalutings They ſaluted, iſſed, or imbraced the promi- 
| ſes. So thar true faith,kiſſing Chr1i/f,is kiſſed of him, 
| embracing Chr; isreimbracedof him,and it ſo ape 
-zchends Chri// tizat at the ſame time the belecuer 
ts apprehended of Chriſt,as Paul ſheweth in his owne 
 exainple, Now thoſe whom Chrif? hath once gripr 
| with {1s hand, predeſtinating them to erernall ſal- 
| uation, ſuch no power can euer wring out of his} 
' hands. 27s 2n4# can take my ſheepe ont of my hands. 
' Wheiice that, Ze that beleeneth hath eternal life,and | 
' ſhail Heuer c9re into condemnation. And againe, Hee 


not to doe mine owne will, but my fathers : and this is 


thing, bu: ſhould raiſe it vp at the laſt day. If any ſay, 
though Chrij? caſt them not away that beleeue, yer 
they may caſt away themſelues ; Ianſwere, neither 
canthartbe : for inthe 39. verſe he faith, that hee 
ſhall looſe nothing rhar is giuen him. Bur, if the 
belecuer might caft away himſelfe , Chri# (ſhould 
then looſe ſomething given him. As the prodigall 
chi!de, though of himſelfe heelefr his father, yer is 
called rhe of chilae, Chritt then cannot ſo looſe any 
truc belceuer, but that hee ſhall raiſe him vp at the 
la!t day to eternall life.. But temporary belecuers, 
as we ſeein 1445, may finally fall away from (hrif, 


at tne ee AY 


his will, that of all he hath ginen mee 1 ſhould looſe no- | 


j ang goe tOtheir owne place 3 ergo they were no true | 


belecuers, they apprehended onely an idol that 
could not hold them, and nor Chrift, whoſe hand 
is a ſtre hold-faft, never letting go that which once 
ir hath ſeized on. The true belecuer is rooted 7n faith, 
| bur of the temporary Chriſt ſaith, he hath no rooting, 


— 


and! 


wi 


MW ORITE Beet, 
TN oe! 


> oy gy O's & Che 2A; a HO Io aa how 1 ef or WR OTE x: Ah FOR 5s I OI on SOR WEE ade or : 
[0 of TEES © EOSIN £34 NIV enks er , Sw en ed WR iS a FC OO $ IEEE + ne, b PR ne he ENS Oo RAN og ts PE 
Pg -) OR ES K Wt > Hh PE TRE ORG. VIE ILY: IN ot ee 00 tC Lonnie © Wet ie RE I Et Br Pt) 4 
Te 7 CES -- "54x So AFR A5 ef. 7 3% 32s oy, STEEN is DOIN vs bd gd LON Et : 
OBA, II, 24 db AS» ata OS; pgs We! AS EL 2 IG ny TY, hn I cr "x BOTS ing? MRI Fob 4 
£ ISS " 8 4 { 4 Lan, K-=I ALES bags wo of BR 5 L - 


3 


great lights, when indeed the leaſt of all. Thus the 
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The deceitfulzeſſe of mans heart. 


and therefore his faith is nought. 
Obieet. Why then is itſaid Zuke 8. 13.theſemen 
doe belecue, if they doe not # 
Anſw. 1. The Scripture in many things ſpraketh 
according to the probable and common wcigement 
of men. Thus the Moone is called one of the. two 


Diuell called Saxzvel, becaulc in his likeneſic, and ſo 
thought of Sar. Andthusthe fancy of the fempora- 
ry, is called faich,becauſe,hauing ſome reſemblance 
oftrue faith, it goes for true faith both wich him that 
hath ir, and with others. 2, They have indeed true | 
faith in their kinde, namely, a ioyfull affent to the 
truth of the Goſpell : but not the i#/{ifying faith of | 
theele& which they thinke they haue. 

' But you will ſay, ſhew vs then the deceits of this 
faich, that both the true belecuer may be deliuered 
from falſe feare, and the temporary from fal/e zoy. 

I anſwere. 1. The true belecuer beleeues with 
much conflicing,as in him in the Geſpell thar cryed, 
Lord 1 beleene, helpe my unbeleefe. The combate was 
not ſo great betwixt Azchael, and Sathan, concer- | 
ning Moſes dead body, as itis betwixt Sarhan and e- 
very true beleever, concerning Chri#s ling body, 
When faith goes about to lay hold of it, the Diuell | 


{ſtriketh at her hands, and would plucke them a- | 


way from ir, Hence faith is faine'to togge; and. 
wreſtle , cuen till it ſwear againe. - Arid thetefore | 
belecner hath ſuch adoe to beleeuc; not onelyinre- | 
gard of the oppoſition made hy the fleſh (full' of | 
infidelity) which: as in all good things, fo ſpecially | 


mn, 


———— 


Luke8. 13, 


Gen. 1, 


Diſcovered 


by the Markes | 


of true faiths 
application. 


1 Cenflitin 
belceuing. 


Pal cals it the diſſicult worke of faith ,” becauſe the To te yev. 


1 Thel,1.1, 
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|  Thedeceirfulneſſe of mans heart. 


2. Applicat, of 
our felues to 
Chriſt, and 
therctore are 
there 

Two hands 
of faith, 


Rom, 12. 1. 


in belecuing, we muſt beare downe with Pan! ; bur 
alſo in regard of the violent aflaults of Sarhan, im- 
| pleading our faith, as naught, and fo often putting 
vs to our ſhifts, making vs to ſearch, and trie our 
faith, to pray earneſtly tor our faiths confirmation, | 
and fo with muchfeare and trembling to work out our 
owne ſalsation. 1t is nothing ſo with the temporary 
beleeuer in his faith. He findes it very ealieto be- 
lecue. Sathiptroublesnot him, for then hee ſhould 
bee dinided againſt himſclie, who begar that pre-| 
ſumptuous faith in him. Nay, rather Sathan con- 
firmes him in this his aeceit. And therefore our 2em- 
poraric doth not ſo {uipett aimfz}te, doth nor fotrie 
and examine himſelie , doth not fo worke our the 
worke of his faith with thofe ſtrong cries of feruent 
prayer, withthart feare andiealquſte, and with thoſe 
bitter bickerings with inlidelity, that tletruebelce-| 
uer doth. oY 
2. Faiths application of C/ri// ro the beleeuer 
is with application of the belccuer to Chriſt. For 
faith hath as irwere two hands, Onereceiuing Chriſt 
from God : the other giuing the belecuer to God, 
| And both theſe hands it exerciſeth at once. Ar 
the ſame timethe belceuer applies Chri/f to his 
owne heart, hee applies his.hcarr co. Chriſt, and. 


notably ſhadowed out vnderthe ceremaniall law, 
in the coniunction of the: ſrne-offring whictrnored 
Chriſt, and the burnt-effring, which as Pan! hath in- 
"terpreted it, more ſpecially ſignified the ſacrificing 
of the fleſh, the crucifying of e/d 4dam. Truefaith 


offers both theſe at once, Butthe temporaries faith 


cleaues to. him with tull parpoſe of ſoule. This was | 


1s 
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& are not viſible & apparant: ſo thatfaith can ſce one | 


I 
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| The deceirfulneſſes of mans heatt- | 


is lame on that hand , which ſhould offer the burnt: 
offering, he onely takes Chriſt, hee giues not himlelfe 
ro Chriſt : hee offers the /zune offerm? without the 
barnt offering, And therefore-applying Chriſt to 
i him/eife, and not himſeife to (rift, hee miſapplieth. 
[Indeed hee may makeloine thew of giuing himſelſe 
'to Chrift, butin truth hee refernes himſcitero him- 
{elfe, hee nouriſhes ſome ipeciall {inne or other in 
himſelfe, and fo gives himſelf to Sathan,to (in, nor 
to Chriſt. As Hero gaue himlelte not to Chr, bur * 
to Herodres oo his luſt; and /adas gaue himfſelfe not 
0 Chrg/t,bur tothe bagge,and tothe baggage of his 
couctoulneſle. 

3+ A third property of true faichs:apprehenſion; 
is ſer out in Abrahams example, who is ſaid to hope 
againſt hope: when the belecuer is'in heauy agonies, 
and feeleth a very hell in his conſcience; yet then can 
heapprehend hrauen.& with Jonas in thewhales bel- 
ly call vpon God in faith: for fazth & the ſubſiſtence of 


ODS 4 


indeed are, though not in appearance: If it can giue 
ſubliltence to things that are nor {ubſiltent, muchy 
' more then appearance, and viltbilirie cochings that 


contrary in another, in the very depth of hell, hea: | 
ven, in the very extremitieof miſeric,happineſle, in | 
the very middeſt of anger,mercy :-and the Woman ' 
of Canaan, Mat.x5. can-picke comfort out of, the re» 
proachfull name of dogge : and whennothing but 
war is to be ſeene in Gods face,yet then can it pierce, 
through all the thicke clouds,and behold-theiweer | 


| 


the | 


Oe PEST I 
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things that are not, much more then of things which |: 


ſunſhine of Gods fauour & grace in Chrift: through, 


3 Belceuing a- 
gainlt ſcnſe, 
Rom 4. 


Hebr,1r,1, 


| 
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{neuer ſo fternea countenance againit him, hee will 


and Faith. The /i2nes of faith arc thoſe feelings, tho 


ts ets Gy -- 


(the bent browes of the iretul indge can itſee theear- 
ning and relenting bowels ofthe compaſſienate Fa- 
ther : theeye of true faith can looke vpon God, not 
{onely ſmiling, andinviting vs to himſcite by a ſweet 
and gratie:e, but allo /owrins, and driving vs away: 
with a darke & cloudy countenance: but then is our 
I faith cleane dathed ont of countenance: 
will the hypocrite pray alwayes ? laith lob, and (o, will 
he belezue alway? Ne, a little winde blowes downe 
theſpiders webbe of his hope : VWhen Gods hands 
aretall of gifts to beſtow, then his faith is ready to 
lay holde on them. He is like to childrenthat come 
running to theirFather whenthere is an apple in his 
hand to tolle them, but not whenthe rod is inhis 
hand te corretthem : or ratherlike to dogs, which 
it they ſee a cruft in your hand, come fawning and 
olavering ; bur if they ſee a cudgell, and that you 


true belceuer goes further , and when there is a 112+ 
ked drawne ſword in Gods hands,yct hee dares ven- 
[&r and prefle comards God : though the Lord fer 


notbe outfaccd, but in a holy kindeof impudency 


—_—— 


come toward them to ſtrike, eycher they fearefully | 
runne away,or deſperately flyc in your face. Bur the 


hee will outlooke him, and ſay, Lord thoughthou| 

 lookevpon me, as though thou wouldeſt ſlay mee, 

yet ſtillwill T looke vnto thee for helpe, though thew! 

kill mee , yet will 1 truſt in thee : But in ſuch a caſe 

the emporaries former zolly confidence vanifhgch:here| 
isthe triall of faith, | ; 

Thus the temporary deceiues himſelfein the parts 

ſe 

de- 
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[aq——_ & joycs which are feltin hearing the wordy| 2: _— | 
| 12NCS, NIS1OY, 
. and feclings, 


ding vpon ſweet andpleaſant'meate there is a'natu-| 


in prayer,in meditationof the promiſes:toras in fee- 


ral, ſoalſein faiths feeding vpon thepromiſes there 


| that coniun&10n of filing the heart with food &© glad- 
neſſe is true. Therefore Peter ioynes both thele ro, 


and ioyesthe temporary: in ſome ſort feeles. Chrift 
ſaies, they receaue the word with ioy; Pant fayes they 
taſte of the good word of God, and of the powers of the 
life to come » The lewes are faid to reioyce in the 
lzbt of Tohns miniftery. Herod is ſaid to heare lobn 
williwely or cheeretully : and hence hee concludes 
faich ro himſelfe; but thetruth is there is exceeding 
much deceit inthis 1oy, and feeling : it is not ſolide, 
but onely ſuperficiary, onlya taſte as the 4poſle ter- 


king,nothrough digeſting,a floting aloft in the riuer 
of Chrifts bloud , no dining downe to the bottome, 
and as it were barying as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh: And 


| faith which do not at all agreetothe zemporaries ioy. 


| 1. Property is ſiwcerze, whereby the beleeuverre-! 


isa /piritwall gladnes : and mthis fpirituall food alfo'| 


gether, i#/e beleene and reioyce : now theſe comforts: 


4 


{ Hebr.6, 


meth ic, no:cating.to any purpoſe, a ſl/pping, no ſoa- | 


k 


| 


þ 


"= 


dilcoucred by 
; Clieir 


Als 14. 
1 Pet, ly 


Mat, r 2. 


lohn 4, 


this may appeate by 4. properties of the ivy of true| rom. s. 


 toycethin the word,becauſe of the word it ſelfe,and | 1- Vaſouadnes 


the goodnes, & holines therot,bur the delighe which 
the temporary belecuertakerh inthe word,israther | 
| . . I 
for the noueley of the dotrine deliuered,or for ſome. 
 affeQtion they carry to thePreacher,for-ſome com-. 
| mon & outward gites,cither of life,or learning,or for | 
| his elocution,action, words, phraſes indeliuery ,or 


| any ſuch like reſpect: This was S. Angultines delight; Conf, 
| which! 
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Ezec. 3. 


Rom, 5-22, 


2. Sleightnefle. 
loha 15. 


q 


| 


which before his conuerfion he tooke in Caine Am 


broſes ſermons,morefor the eloquence of the words| 
thenthe ſubſtance of the matter : and this alſo was | 
the delight which Ezechiels auditours tooke in his| 
| preaching. He was vnto them as thepleaſant voice| 
of a Muſition, and they commended him much,but 


yet their hearts ran after their conctouſnes,as did He- 
rods after his incelt, for all hee delighted fo much in 


tehns miniſtery.lf his ioy in the word had beeneſin-} 


cere,he would haue rejoyced as well in the doQrine 
of the ſeuenth commandement, as in any other:but 
this galled him. Thusis ic withour temporary,hee 
can delight in the word, as long as it troubles him 
not in his beloued finnes : but letir once rouch him 
there, heſpurns preſently, and flings away. There- 
fore he delighteth notin the word fincerely becauſe 
it is the wordof God,forthen one partthercofwould 
be as vielcome to him as another. Now the true be- 
keever euen when the word crofleth his corruption 


can yer then ſay with Paul, 1delight in the Law, con- | 


cerning the inner man. 

2. Truc ioy isa full ioy, as our Sauzonr ſpeaketh 
to his Diſciples, That wer toy may be full. Thetrue 
belecuer ſo reioyceth in things fpirituall, that hee 


wholly defpiſeth the ioy of things temporall, and in 


them reioyceth ſlightly and over iy ,as thengh he reioj- 
ced nor. Nis ioy is a ſhouting toy, ſuch as 1s the roy of 
harueſt.Thou haſt giucn me more toy, ſaith Daid, then 


| when their corne and ole «bounded . But the joy 


which our Temporary findeth in things ſpiricuall js 
nothing comparable to that in temporal). 7edas joy 
in the bazze was aboucthat he rooke inCbr:/?, and 

his 


| 
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his Doarine. Hered tooke greater delight and con- 


| {ball be ginen thee , euen to halfe of the kingdome. If 


| [Saint Paul giueth this reaſon , why the faithful] 


a gy 9s. IO" 


{79 


tentment in Heredies, then in John, and in the pro- 
phane damſels dancing, then in the holy Prophers 
preaching. For among thoſe many powerfull Ser- 
mons which he heard him preach,when was heeuer 
ſo affected, as to ſay, /obn, aske what thou wilt,and it 


the ſpirituall ioy of the Temporary were full , what 
nced he then to fill it vp with this carnall and (infall 
1y? Hee that i fall, ſaith Salomon, loatheth the hony- 
combe. So he chat is full of this ſweet ſpirituall joy, 
loatheth the ſweereſt and moſt delicious hony- 
combes.of the flz(h, or the world. But the Tempora- 
ries tecthwater after them. He is like thoſe fowle that 
as they flye aloft, fo alſo they ſwimmein the waters: 


he,for that ſeeming to mount vp in ſpirituall ioyes, 
hee yer withallſwimmeth, yea, batheth himſelfe in 
the waters of carnall delights. Hence it istharthe 
ioyof the remporary is butan obſcure and muddy 
toy : for carnall ioyes mixed with ſpiritual], areas a 
aawpe to pur out their light, and as mudto trouble 


of the true belecuer,being free from ſuch diftempe- 
rature, is farre more cleere and lightſome. 


which as they were vncleane vader thelaw, ſoalſsis | 


and diftemper their cleere riuers; whereas the joy. 


| 


| 


Leuic.rr.19, 


3 Faintnes, 


3+ True ioyisa frowg ioy, according to that in 
Nehemiah,The oy of the Lord & your ſkrength. And 
this frength it ſheweth ſpecially in three caſes. 

I. In our p:ſ#ue obedience, in induring affliions. 


are ſo vaconquerable in their affliQions, fill by 


and char 


Neh.8$.10. 


1 In notfuf- 
fering, 


meanes of their patience poſſeſſing their ſoules, be- 


Qurrrens 


- 


| 


— —————— 


—__C V_ 


—— — 


[ 


\ Rom.s, 


| Phil.4. 7. 


beying. 


# OBO 
| cauſe the lone of God is ſpred abroad into our harts by 


Pal. 119 92. 


| xz Sam,26.19, 


Mat.T3.21. 
Luke 8. I3. 


2 In not o- 


| aeceitfulneſſe of mans heart, 


) 


the holy ghoſt. Logthe power of crue &liuely feelings 
, of Gods {weetneſſe in Chriſt: it can makevs hold vp 
; the head in the greateſt deieRions.: Excepr thy Law 
| had beene my delight , ſairhthe Prophet, 7/hould now 

| haue periſhed in mine afflictions : being overcome by | 
[the extremitie of my tribulation , I ſhould have 
; done that which in effeR Sev/s perſecutions bad me 
| doe, namely , renounce the true God,and goe and 
fſerae other Gods, Where then there is a ſound: de- 
light inthe word, it keepes a man from ſuch kind of 
| periſhing,for as the Apoſtle excellently ſayes, The 
peace of God guardeth our hearts inChrift lefus \, that 
{ though' our troubles and: croſſes would plucke vs 
from Chrift, yer where rhere is true pEace, true joy | 
| inthe holy Ghoſt, it is ſo ſweet and comfortable, 
that it holds vs faſt to Chr:/?, & for all our troubles, 
makes vs to fay with Peter, 1t is good being here, wee 
| know notwhere to mend ourſelves : but the rerpe- 
rary beleener is not alwayes thus kept from periſhing 
in affliction : for ovr Saniour of one kinde of them | 
ſaith , that #hen perſecution for ' the word commeth, 
then be is effeuded, and in the time of tentation depar- 
teth away. Now true ioy,as we ſaw, is asa fountaine 
| of water to refreſh. and relicue vs in the greateſt 
droupht,and in themoſt ſcorching heat of perſecu- | 
tion: but the 7e-poraries ioy is as a Rtanding poole, 
which is dried vp in the heat of the ſummer , in 
perſecution hee ſhrinks , and therefore his toy is not 
theioy of truefaith. | | 

2. The ioyof the Lord 6:0ur ſtrength in our afFine 
obedience , which is daily: to be performed ares 
; whole 
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| whole courſe of nr liues. When thou haſt inlarged my 
beart (ſaith Dania) 7 ſball runne the wayes of thy com- 
mandements. Now it is ſpirituall joy that inlargeth 
a Chriſtians heart, eucn as griefe contraQs it. And 
when the Chriſtians heartis thus inlarged, hee hath 
ſuch freſh lite and ſpirir put into him, that. it makes 


him runne,cuen wxhrthe feete of the Hinde, ſwiftly, | 


in the Chriſtian race. It 1s as eyle, wherewith the 
bady being ſuppled, is the more agile, and nimble 
for ation; as in 7acob, after that hee had beene ſoa- 
ked in this eyle, & bathed in this bath of heauenly 
| comforts in Bethel, as it were a generous and manly 
| horſe refreſhed with a baite in his tourney; the text 
ſaics, then he lift vp bs feete, thatis, went cheerfully, 
and with good hart and courage, forward inhis tra- 
yell. -But our temporary after his beftcefreſhing with 
the ſpirituall delicates, riſeth vp with thoſe !ſraclites 
to play,he is as weake andimpetent as before , ey- 
ther for reſiſting temptation , er performing any 


good duty. So farreis he from lifting vp hs feet with \ 


lakob, ro ran the waies of Gods commandements with | 


Dazid. The trauailerthat by the way drinks a good 
draught of wine, is refreſhed, and thereby inabled 
for his -trauell : if hee onely ſippe' ef ic with his 
meuth, {till hee will remaine faint,and weary,vnable 


to hold on in travell. So is itwith the temporary be-| 


leever, that onely {ippes of this ſpirityall nine, hoe! 
cannot poſſibly baue Danids ſtrength, to ranne the 
waies of Gods commandements.Heerethen is the'dil- 
couery of the deceit of his hart in this kinde:hefee- 
leth often many comſorts,and is ſemerimes in pray- 
cr, hearing,recciuing the Sacraments, and ſuch like 
| EXEr- 
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| Luke 1.79. 
| laterprered, 


In not ri- 


| :And cherefore/id truth he cannot hane any ſound 


—— 


| chaircoffloth, holding the hand inthe boſome: ir is 
| anargumentitwas no true light,bur onely a ſudden 


———— 


himſelfefromhim:,he prayes, Z3#d, lift thow vp the 


| henfton of Gods fauour; Thow haſt ginen me more toy 


property.of rrue ſpiritual joy; It makes vs cleaute faſt 


—_—_— 


exerciſes cuen rauifhed againe; bur yet for all this,| 
the fruit.of a welb ordered heart and life follows nor. 


comfort inthem,as any cuidences of tuſtifying faith, 

tor excclicntly hathZichary coupled theſe rwothings 
togerher,7Ta g7ne light to them that ſit in darkenes,and 
8 the ſhidow of dexth(vhich I interpret as well ofthe 
lightof zoy and comfort in the affetions , as of know- 
leage in the vnderſtanding) and to guide our feet into 
the: wayes of peace, So-that if once being refreſhed 
with the.warmrh of thislight,of this fire,we riſe not 
vpto walke in the wayesof peace, bur {it till inthe 


and deceitfullflathing-that ſhone vnto vs, * 

3 The ioy of the Lord ſhewethit ftrengrh, in re! 
contring vs after our fals, temptations, aciections. As 
we may ſecin David. In tempration 8 diſtreſle fee- 
ling theabſcuceoftheſpirir;afidGods cltranging of 


light of thy countenance, ſtriving to reconter his lofle. 
But how, and by whatargumenr? by the experience 
of the joy which formerly the had felcin the appre- 


then they haue had, in abundance of corne & ojle.Loe, 
the ioy that Danid had felt in Gods fatour in time 
paſt, fer his tecth on edee afterit againe: anotable 


toGod,whois themarterof our toy,cuenthen when 
either heis departing from vs , by withdrawing his 
face from our eye, or wee are departing from him, | 


by withdrawing our neckes from his yoake: we haue 
comforss # 


————— 


|an example in the Lpo#aticall Church of the Iſrac« | 
lites, conceiuing a purpoſe of returning; againe to 


2% deceitfulneſſe of __ heart. | 
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the Lord,for that it was better with her before, then 
ſince her reuolt, And ſo the proatgall ſonne, when he 
was pinched with famine, calling to mindethe for- 
mer good fareat his Fathers houle, rcfolueth there- 
vpon to returne home againe. Hence it was thar | 
Chriſt going about ro recouer the Church of Ephe- 


ſus ſoracrhing fallen,he puts her in minde of her for- 


nereliate, and the happy priuiledges thereof. which 


now ſhe wanted 3 Remember from 'nhence thop art 
fallen,and repent &c. That is, conlider what kinde of 


eſtate thou walt in, in the time of thy firit loue, how 


full of peace, ioy in the holy Ghoſt, liberty of ſpirit, |. 


&c. andthen, repemaueeand doing the fri workes 
will tollow:, for he tnat-hath once raited of rhe ſweet 
of his.ioy,is ſo affeed therewith, rhat with Panlhee 
would rather dyc, then looſe it. - And therefore, fee- 
ling itto be ſomethingecclipled by hisfals, hee.can 
neuerbear reſt, till,by renuing of his repentancehe: 
beagainerepoſleſled of it, Burnow it is farre other- 
wiſe with the baſe counterfcit ioy of the remporarie 
belecuer. :, the true belecuers ioy arſeth. from'a- 


through apprehenfion of Gods mercy by faith, from 
a through feeling of the warmrh of the Enangelicall | 
wine,cheering him cuen atthe very heart, and chers. | 
fore this toy obrayned the chicfety and fouergignty | 
in his ſoule,for the ioy in onward things was. butas: | 
a ſhadow, and in themas before was ſaid, hee retoy- | 
ced, 45 thoughhe reioyced not, Hence then it com- | 
meth to paſie,thar fin hauing prophaned and ſome- | 
ching obſcured his ioy, notwithſtanding all outward | 
2 comforts 
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not from any operation therofat the harts And ther- 


comforts in great abundance preſent themſelues, | , 
and their ſeruice, yet they arein his account , but 
miſerable cemforters : no, for all them he droupes, 
and hangs downe the head,and hawgs vp b7s harps,re- | 
membring the comforts of Sion, and thoſe ſweet ſongs 
of the night herewith God was once wont to fill his 
mouth, he begins to thinke with himſelfe: O in what 
happy caſe was I, when I walked faithfully and vp- 
rightly with my God ! O the ſweet ſongs of the 
night, and heavenly inſpirations efthe almighty! O 
the gracious viſitations of the ſpirit, and teachings 
of the reines in the nightſeaſon! How was I then fed 
withthe bread of Angels, and feafted with the dain. 
tieſtof thoſe heauenly delicates? Why then dol de- 
priue my ſelfe of all theſe comforts by mine owne 
negligence? Vhy returne I nor againe to mygood 
God, tocnioy his heretofore taſted ſweetneſſe? But | 
now the zexporaries ioy ariſcth onely from a very 
ſlight and ſuperficiall apprehenſion of the premiles, 
onely from a fipping of this wine in the mouth and | 


fore his joy , as wee (hewed, was greater in outward 
things then indpirituall: and hence it comes topaſſe | 
that when forthe retaining of theſe temporall com-. 
forts he begins to fall, his ſpiricualioy,by this macans | 
once interrupted,quite dieth : for it wasnot of that 
force , to leaue ſo deepe an imprefſion in his heart 
as thatafterward he fhould be affefted with there- 
membrance thereof in ſo-powerfull a manner , as 
thereby to be raiſed vp againe, to ſeeke the Lore a- 
freſhby a renued ad of faith, and repentance. Bur | 
the ioy and comtort of the true belecuer had ſuch a | 
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quickning and reuiting vertue in ir, that he cannot | 


—_—  — 


bur remember it, cuen in his more grieuousfals,and 

with the Prophes, in the remembrance thereof, ſay, 

1 will neser forget thy precepts : for by them thow haſt 
wickned me. 

IV. The ioy of cruc faith is a more orderly, and 
leyſurely ioy, it comesnot all on the ſudden, but v« 
ſually by certaineſteppes and degrees, inthis man- 
ner. Firſtthe belecuer, ſees his owne ſinfull wreech- ( 
ednefle, clecrely repreſented ro his eyes inthe glaſſe 
of the Law, and therevpon agaſt with ſo fearefull a 
light, he is ingreat diftreſle, feeling how bitter, and 
butdenſome his fins are: for which being through-] 
ly pricked and perplexed in conſcience, and know- 
ing thereis no remedic butfatth in Chriſt, he begin- 
neth to hunger for Chriſts righteouſneſſe, and for 
faithto apprehend it, yawning in his deſires, cuen| 
like rhe dry and thirſty ground. This faith when ac | 
length hee hath got by many ftrong and loud cryes 
ſent vp tothe throne of Grace he feeleth his minde 
calmed, and beginneth to reioyce in the ſaluation 
of the Lord. An example of ioy thus wrought wee 
hauc in thoſe conuerts of Peter, who were firſt pric= 
ked, and wounded in ſpirit, crying out to the Apo- 
files for ſome relicfe , and then afterward, hearing 
the promiſes, and receiving the Sacraments, they 
were repleniſhed with the joy of the holy Ghoft. | 
But the remporaries ioy comesnor ono ſlowly, but 
it ſprouteth forth, like 79145 gourde, ſuddenly inone 
night, And therefore in theparable iris ſaid,thatthe 
ſeed inthe ſtony ground incontinently ſprung forth. | 
And in the expoſition of the parable, Chriftſaies} 
G 3 that 
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that #2:7e4:atcly vpon the firſt hearing, without any 
| touch of contcience , without any through humilia- 
' tton going betore, they recezne the word with toy. But 
' the good ground brings forth,as other of her truits, 
ſo this ot 10y, With parience,as Lake hath ir: or as the 
 Greeke wore may beare, 1n expectation or turiance, 
namely, tor the fit feaſon, It is ſpoken, I take it, in 
, oppoſition to the {tonic ground, which was ſaid to | 
bring forth prefeatly vpon the receipt of the ſced. / 
' But the good ground doth rather reticaine, or keepe 
in itfcite, ir doch nor fo ſuddenly put forth it felfe,as 
the ſtonie ground, but retaines the ſeed within, till 
the juſttime of bringing forth be come. Where- 
| fore this ouer violent haſ{tinefle, thar is inour 7, e1mpo- 
 raries joy, and ſoalſo other of his graces, giuethvs 
; tuſt cauſe to ſuſpet them as deceutull, and ro feare 
' in them the truth of the common prouerbe, Sooxc 
' ripe, faone rotten. Asintrauallers, he thatar che firſt 
1+ ſo free and frolike, and ſpurres it, and gallops it 
foluftily, hee ouertakes indeede many inthe way, 
| andleaues them behinde, bur at lengrh his horſe is | 
|tyred, and then he is ouertaken,to his ſhame, of the 
more ſober and moderate rider, whom erewhile he 
| paſſ*d by,as an overflow companion: ſoin this ſpiri- | 
; tuall tourney our Saxzorr noteth it, that wary ef the 
| rſt thatoutfriprtheir fellows, all be la}, when the 
| aſt ſhall be firſt, How farwas Judas at firft, before Ni-| 
codes > Nicodemus came cioſely, and by ticalth to 
Chrilt, and was onely a night profcfſour : edas fol- 
| lowed him openly in the day, in the fight of ailmen: 
when Nzcoarmzu was but a ſlow ſchoker , fcarſe capa- 
| ble of the firit elements of Chriſtianity, as namely, 


( 
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of the dodtrine of Regeneration, Inilas was a 5 a forward 
and z:ealores Preacher, And yet at laſt, Nicodemus, 
that was laff, became. firſt, and .1udas that was firſt, 
becarne laff ; when 7udas did treacherouſly berray 
Chriſt inthe night, he did taichfully profefſe him in | 
the day, and when 4#1as his great faith was turned 
inco hellith deſpaire, thar hee went and hung him- | 
ieife, then did NVcad:mres tus lite faith , become | 
trong ar:d boid,that he durſtopenlv begge,and ho- 
nourably bury the body of /z5. Hethar runnes o- 
ucr eagerly at che firitbeginning of nis race, quick- 
ly runnes himicite ovt of breath , aid cannot poſſi-| 
bly hold out. Vnrimely fruits, children that come; 
betore their time, are viiſhapen, and vaformed chil- 
dren, and doe nothue. So are thele tLmporaries, 
whole graces.come out of thewombe. beforethey 
hauec their.uft. conception, miſhapen, and detor-| 
med Chriſtians, and ſuch kind of graces quiickly va- 
niſh : Ic fateth with them, as with children that ate 
roo timely witty and wite abouetheir age; of whom 
wee ſay, and cxperience ſhenesas much, they arc: 
not long lived : when we fee a © hcithan, atthe very 
fr{t daſb breake forch into..zeale, abouc the age ot. 
| his Chriſtianity, 1t is buraniilfigne, a preſage of no 
' durabie foundnelie . The Aaitermy of the Sunne 
{raies often drawes forth the b\oſſomes verv early 
 butafterward come cold nippes,and thena) '1 15 mar- 
;red,and it had been bercer they had notbern (o for- 


'vard- [tis good then for Chriſtians that w'-uldnot 
deceiue chexaſatugs, to take heede of the fon; | 
| grounds ouerforwardnes:m their firſt | beginnings? a 
\be witely moderate : when they arc but chi:dren 1 | 
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| onely a ſay of pretious wares, which oftentimes is 


| 


Chrift to ſpeake, and doe as children, and as Danid 
ſpeakethin another caſe, not covndertake,or venter 
on things too high forthem , rather to imitate Py- 
thagoras ſchollers , of whom the beſt and moſt to- 
wardly were to hold their peace for the two firft 
yeares, andnor, before thus throughly ripened, to 
ſhew themſclues. Then may they haue ioy as of o- 
ther of their gifts , ſo of theſe ioyes and feelings 
which now we ſpeake of. But the crmporaries reioy- 
cing is not good. Though God giue him ſome taſts 
and feclings,yerthey arenotasany carneſt ofa grea- 
ter payment to follow, ſoas they aretotheeleR, e- 
uen the firſt fruits, promiſing an ampleharueſt, bur 


givento chapmen that neuer buy, and purchaſe the 
whole : for this ioy wanteth both /avcericy,being de- 
filed : f#/neſe, being ſlightand deteRiue : frexgh 
being faint and feeble : moderation,being vuſeaſona- 
ble, forwardand haſty. And therefore,though a kind 
of ſpirituall ioy , yer for this deceit, deferueth 
the ſame checke wherewith Salomon 
rebuketh the caruall, Thos are 
4d, what is it that 
thes aveft} 
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Of the deceit of the temporary beleeuers forrawes, 
and deſires. | | 


He deceirs that are in the temporaries farzh 

thus opened, wee come inthe next place to 
ſpeake of his deceits in the matrer of repentance. 
Where it cannot be denied, but that he may go ve- 
[ry farrein the probable reſemblance of repeatance; 
inſomuch as hee himſelfe, as well as others, may 
thinke he hath intruth repented. To examine this 
more particularly, inthe parciculars of repentance, 
and firſt in that which is inward , and then in that 
{which is outward therein. 

1. For theimward practiſe of repentance,thereare 
two ſpeciall rhings wherein hee decciucs himſelfe, 
| |Sorrow, Deſire. The formerreſpeRing time paſt: 
| [the latrertimepreſentand ro come. 

: 1. For his /orrow, he is wondrous wide : hee fee- 

{leth no doubt, oftentimes ſome remorſe, the prickes 
and ſtings of an accuſing conſcience, asit were the 
arrowes of thealmightie ſticking tn his ribbes: and 
hereupon concludes hee hath his part in godly ſor- 
row. But exceeding faiftly, and deccitfully : For 
who feele greater gripes, and pangs of vpbrai- 
ding, and vexing conſciences then doe the Di- 
nels themſelues , and the moſt deſperate repro- 
bates ? fo that i* this reaſon were good , they alſo 
ſhould haue godly ſorrow. Indeed theſe compun- 


2, His repen- 
tance, 


Gions of heart , theſe horrors , and terrors in the 


ele&t! 


1. Invard, 
in his 


1 Sortoyy. 
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Proued falſe. 
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{ ele& are a notable preparatimeto godly ſorrow, and 
they ae as the prickes of che ncedle,making way for 
| the thred: as wee nay ſee 1n the example of char 
4s 2.37- | troupe of 'Saiur Peters:conuerts : neuertheleſſe they 
arerto bediftinguithed from repentance itſelfe.as be- 
in2 common tothe reprobare, with the ele. There- 
fore.as- the ficke patient ſhoald deceine bimſelte in 
thinking hee had taken a ſufficient purge , becauſe 
hee hath taken a preparatiue ;” or as hee ſhould de- 
cciuehimlelfe , that ſhould thinke. hee were, centred 
farte enough into chehoute,thatſtands onely.in the 
entry, in the porch : 1o doth; heregur remporyarte de- 
lude his ſoule, miſtaking ſo'nepreparatory , and i 
troducttory workes vnro repentance, for repentance 
itſcife.. For notwithſtanding tizole pepitertaries mw 
ithe Aces, were miſerably.wracked;; and torincated 
in conſcience, and felrthe rwo edged {word' of the 
ſpirit 'piercing carough their lo1(cs, yet when they 
demanded of Peter what they thould doe, namely, 
| to be eaſed of their preſent diltreffe; recemed: chis 
Fil-Bucerum, |anſwere, Repentzbelikethen they hadnatrepentedas 
in Malt 4, | La ' 
yer,for all theſmarr of theirrubbing& gaijins-con- 
ſciences. Nay,markehow Petty preſetibes repent ance 
as the onely foucraigne remedieto:relecug then 11, 
that their agonie. Loe then, yet a foulerand.gro!- 
'{er deccit,to take the dj/-aſe forthe'remeagjeztothimnke 
that becauſerhey havethe wonnd cureable opely by, 
'the balmeof Gilzad, theretore they haue the balme 
it ſclfe. So alſo our Sexrour calleth ſuch as arc in 
\this caſe,menheauie laden and wearied wichthe bur-; 
ithen of ſinnes guilt, and bids them come vnto him. 


{A man therefore may be burthened with the ſenſe} 
Ot 


—— 


| Matii.11-23, 
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x (eaſed. And yer more plainly dottrour Sauiour cleere | 
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of linne, and yet (as yet) not cometo Chriſt, Yea, | 
chere is, as grearditference: betwixr being thus hea- | 
utc Joaden yand comming to Chrift, as betwixtha- | 
uing a burthen on onesbacke, and the hauing of it | 
raken- off : far” therefore doth Chri/t call ſuch to 
come ynto him, that by this meanes they mightbe 


Z ' this, when he faich, that he came 79 call /zaners (vn. 
derſtand it of fhaners ladenwith the burthen of their 
finnes , ſeeing and bewailing their milerie) co repens- 
tance, Therefore to fecle oneslelte a finner, and to 
berouched with the ſenſe of our miſery, is not al- 
wayes repentance. And in the place forealledged 
Math.11.28. hee bids ſuch as are laden with ane, 
that is,ſuch as feelethe ſmart of ſinnes guilt preſſing 
the conſcience , euentheſe he bids tolearne humuli- 
tie : which ſhewes thara man may be affected with 
ſome ſenſe of fin,and yet nor truely humbled in god- mw 

ly forrow, -, But that his deceit, in thinking -hee | And diſcouce 
hath .godly forrow , may the betrer appeare, ler | *<e bythe 


7 — 


| h briefely examine it by the properties of godly | 1, (row 
OrYOW. p : _— .% ; 


Firſt, Godly ſorrow reſpesthe ſinne more than | Which are MH 
| | the paniſbment , and maketh the repenting ſinner to. | 1 Gm 
} |be of this minde, that. he cares not whar outward | 
Z | puniſhment hee indures, fo that he might feelc the 
E i guilt of his finne waſhed outof his conſcience, and 
Z | behold the louing countenance of Go#d jn Chr. 
|| The voyceof godly ſorrow is that of Davia, Take a- | » Sam. 24 
8 | way the.treſpaſſe of thy ſernant. lt1s the ?reſpaſſe hee 
would have taken away : for as for the puniſhment, 
how hee ſtood affected , ler his owne words afrer- | 
| | ward | 
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2, Durable- 


| neſſe, 


Pfal.5 143+ 


Pal. 43:3» 


a... 


| and comes onely by fires and ſtarts. Yet herein 


| panges of theſe paſſions, any qualmes of griefe, any 


- ward witnes, when he ſpeakes thus to God, lee thine 
hand be upon me and my fathers houſe, Buri is onely 
the puniſhment either felt, or feared, thar cauſerh 
that howling and crying, which ſometimes is in 
the wicked :emporary,as in Eſau, Jhab, Indas,&c.The 
voice of this baſe ſorrow is that of Pharaoh, take = 
way this plague, namely,ofthe outward ſcourge,nor, 
take away this hard heart a greater plague then any, 


betwixt Pharaoh and Dazidgthe ſlaves griefe,which is 
for the whip, and the ſonzes, which is for offending 
his kindeand louing father. The one is the griefe of 
loxe,cheother of feare and hatred. 

Secondly, Godly ſorrow is laſting and durable, Ay 
ſane ſaith David, is exer before me. Their humuliati- 
on is a continuall at, renewed daily ; infomuch: 
that if they ſometime through weakeneſſe omir it, 
they recompenſe itwith an extraordinary meaſure 
thereof afterward. The Prophet elſewhere complai- 
'neth, that his zeares were as his ordinary food which 
if men omirone day , they cate the more for it the 
'next. Butthe ſorrow of theſe ferporaries is egneiſh, 


not agueiſh , that agues are conſtant in their fittes, 
and ſome of them hold long, theſe forrowes are ve- 
ry vncertaine and momemanie. They may be ſome- 
times,as a graue diuine ſpeaketh,ſermon.fick, bur ro 
{ otherwiſe , then men are ſes-ſicke, who are preſently 
wellagaine, when they come to ſhoare. Heere then 
is the deceit of the remporary, that thinkes hee hath 
ſorrowed enough, if thatat any time hee feele any 


yea, then all the ten plagues. Marke the difference] 


ſmall 
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| {mall workings of ſorrow to diſquier him bur alittle, 
A like, as if one, feeling the fl:ſhto ſmart, after the| 


* | [and preparations thereof, thoſe terrours, and hor» 
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| | at thelaſt to thewitch of Ender, to the Diuecll. So 
| |they draue Ca to the building of Cities, thin- 
| king rodecciue thoſe terrours by that impleyment 
| | of his minde.. Thus alwaies doth the temporarie, 
| | when Gad ſhaotes this arrome into the ſide of his | 
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playſter newly applycd to the ſoare,ſhould preſently 
cake off the plaiſter, and thinke it had wrought e- 
nough ;3 whereasthe playfter muſt Iyeon till, rill it | 
haue cate out the corruption wholly. And ſo muſt | 
this corroſiue of godly ſorrow, applyed once tothe 


feſtered ſores of our finnes ſtil] remaine with vs till | 
they bethroughly healed, that is,to our dying day; 
and then «kf teares, euen the teares of godly ſorrow 


Thirdly, godly ſorrow, yea, the very firſt ſeedes, | 


roars that are in the conſciences of the cle, they 
ſtill driue them to Ged,and fir them for the hand of 


may ſee in them whom Peters Sermon pricked. 
Their wound made them ſecke for phyſicke, and | 
draue them to the Phyſition, to the men and mini-; 
fters of God. Now 1#4as alſo had his rerrours of 
conſcience. Soalfo had Sax! his. Burt whether did 
they driue them ? The former notto Chriſt, bur to 
the enemies of Chriſt, the high Prieſts, and the Di-| 
uell, ro whom he went, when he went to the halter. | 
The latter alſo, not to prayer, nor to God, not to 
the men of God, but to mulicke, to the harpe, and 


{ 


conſcience, fly from him, as a dogge from him thar | 
| ftrikerh| 
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it ſelfe, ſhall be wiped away, but not before. 


God, to bee wrought and framed thereby. As wee} 


Reuel, 7.17, 
3 Driuing ro 
God, 


Gen.4.1 7. 
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AQts g. 


4. To renew vs. 


| 2 Cor. 7,10. 


Eſay 58.5. 


1 Kings 21.27 


I Kings 22.26, 


Ariketb him with a cudgell , and ſeckes any where 
[rather for reliefe than at his hands : for ſuch: is his 
deſpaire whereof he is ſwallowed vp,and ſuch is his 
deſperate malice and hatred againſt God in this 
caſe, that he cannot ſo much as whiſperthe leaſt fil- 
ſablecohim. Iris otherwiſe with the ele&t of God. 
Paul: being fearcfully wounded and confounded in 
his minde;, could yet then ſay to that God thar did, 
all that vnato him, Zord what wouldeſt thon have me 
to doe'? 

Fourthly , Godly ſorrow worketh repentance , a 
change and alteration of heart, cauſing vs to hate 
ſinne, and loue rightcouſneſle. And the reaſon is, 
for that in godly ſorrow the heart is moulten, and 
| wholly liquefied and diſlolued, and fo being made 
ſoft and tender;receiveth the ſtamp and impreſle of 
Gods ſpirit. But in theſe ovr Temporaries no ſuch 
| matter. They may otherwhile (head a few whoriſh 
| teares,and hang down the head like a bulruſh for aday, 
with thoſe ewes : but filthy (wine that they are, af- 
ter rhey haue waſhed themſelnes (inthe waters, one 
would haue thought, of repentance) they returne 
preſently to their wallowing in the: mire of their 
former filthineſle. Ah4b faſtes, and pinches his car- 
kaſe with ſackloath:, and goes creeping and crou- 
ching 3 but had he cuer truely repented for oppre(- 
ſing of poore Nabeth, would he ſoſoone after hau 
fallen into theſame ſinne of -oppreflion; in the vn- 
iuſt impriſonment of: the holy Prophet .Micaish ? 
Where the circumſtance of the'perfon oppreſſed 
addeth weight to the ſinne.1f it had beene true re- 
| pentance, his hand would not till hauc remained 
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wholeſome Prophecies of faithfull Mzratah. Efau,e- 
uen in the middeſt of his yelling, falſely accuſeth a- 
kob his brother for coſenage,ſeeketh to haue ableſ- 
fing ſeucred from his brothers, and carrieth a vin- 
dictiue'minde againft him. , purpoſing to murther 
him, Yea, Felix, when ſtroken with the maicſtic of 
the wordin Pauls month, ſo that he trembled againe 
for feare, yet even then he remained the ſame coue- 
tous Fzlixthatbetfore: at that very inſtant he trem- 
bled, hee coveted, and expected a bribe of Paul, 


tance of him. Thus allo when Gods threatnings 
in the miniſterie of Moſes wrung Feares out of the 
[{caclites eyes, yerthey could not wring rebelliew out 
of their hearts: for being threatned to die-in the: 
wildernefſefor theirthoughts of returning into &- 
gypt,& therfore commanded not to gothe next way 
r9Canaan, but to goc backe agairie intothe deſert, 
thatſothe denounced ſentence might be executed ; 
they ſeemed much robe monet herewith, and hum- 
bled themſelues in weeping and confeſſion of their 
finnes: buryer for all this, theywould by no meanes 


when he gaue Pan! ſome occaſion, to expeArepen-! 


| 95 


/oudy , nor + his care vncerenmeiſed,, to diſtaſte the, 


| 


| 


going on ſtrait forward toward Canaan. The like is 
to be. thought of 1#4 his griete: for all that,ftillhe 
remained the: ſame old 1adas.that before. There 
was not any truc hatred of his ſinne wrought inhis 
heart ; for then hee world not have added murther 
to mutther, Nay, if he had lined, he would haue bin 
ready to haue played ſome {ſuch new pranke. Thus 


be perſwaded toobey the commandement of nor | 


isit with all cemporaries. Though they ſhedriuers | 
of 


Gen,27.34.36 
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| of teares, though they water their conches,and euen 
bathe and ſoake themſclues in this ſalt brine, yer for 


Their /eopards ſpors (till remaine vnwaſhen, their 
Blackamores hide vachanged. But gedly forrow is 


| baprized with the teares thereof, receiueth ſuch a 
tiniFare and ate of grace, that will neuer after our. | 
There is no diſtillation of hearbes ſo precieus for 
he curing of bodily , as this of godly ſorrowes 
{ teares for the healing our ſoules infirmities. Th 
aireis not ſo clcared, when the cloud is diflolued by 
| raine,as the minde when the clouds of our iniquities 
{ arediſſolued by theraine of repenting teares. Theſe 


| our finnes is drowned. Bur-for that theſe waters in 
| the ferporary are but ſhallow, and wantrtheir juft 
{depth , therefore his ſins are not cloaked, but rather 
deliciouſly. berbed therein. And ſo much for the 
{ temporaries ſorrow: | 

His deſires are no lefſe deceitfull. Deſire is reck- 
ned by Pal among the fruits or parts of repen- 
rance. And in temporaries there ſeeme oft times to 
| be good motions, diſpoſitiens,and defices after good 
'things, They in the Goſpel!, bearing the excelienc 
{diſcourſe of our Saxiour , concerning theheauenly 
| Manna, cryed out , as affected therewith, Zordiencr- 
more gine vs of this bread. And 4grippawmas lo farre 
vwrevght vpenby Pasl,that hee ſaid,Thou almoſ? per- 
ſwadeſt me to become « Chriſtian. Bur thele delires 
of the temporary are not ſound. For | 


let. oa dh. ot. 


all this they remaine vnſcaſoned and vnmoteified, | 


| of that nature, that the ſoule, once drenched, and | 


waters arc the red ſea, whercin the whole armie of | 


| 1 Trucdeſiresarene faint defires, but ſuch 3s| 


make 
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| make vs faint,they are ſo cager and earnef}; likethe 
deſires of couerous men , who with .44ab will be 
ſickgfor their neighbours vineyard, they long for ir 
ſo Ffrcoully. And therefore the 4po//le ſaith, Conet 
after ſpirituall things; yea likethe deſire of Rabel af- 
| ter children, which made her ſay, Give mee children 
or 1 die. Seeit in Dania, Like as the Hart brayerh after 
the rivers of water , ſo doth my ſoule after thee © God, 
And againe, 2 ſoule drfireth after thee like the thirſty 
| ground, Bur our Temporaries defires are nothing ſo 
ſtrong: he doth not , as God commaunds,oper his 
mouth wide,and cannot ſay with Daxid, My heart brea- 
keth for deſire to thy indgements,nor with the Church 
l am ſicke of loue,nor as Siſers in his naturall thirſt, 


of ftrongand feruent deſires, to be ſo impatient of | 
delay , that they commonly verific Salomens Pro- 
uerbe, The hope that is deferred is the fainting of the 
foule, Therefore our Sauiour bleſſeth indeed thoſe 
char hunger and thirft for his rightcouſneſſe , bur 
yet ſuch as hunger and thirſt 7 mourning , which 


. 


1 ale for thirſt, gine me drinke : for this is the nature j 


was that he required before vnto bleſſedneſſe : the | 
bleſſed deſires thenare onely thoſe which are fo «fs | 


4 


| 


| fectionate,that they tnakethe delirerto mourne, fee- 
ling his defire not to betulfilled : but now our Tem- 
porary,though he delice grace, yet he feeles nohar- 
| ty griefe in the want of grace , this neuer troubles 


him, irncuerbreakes his ſleepe. Therefore his de- | 


fires are not right. : 
| 2. True defires of good things are exceeding 


painefull and laborious, in ausiding all hinderances, 
and in vſingall good helps,and furtherances.There- 
| _ 


fore 
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Plal.143.7. 
Plal.81.10,. 
Pal. r19.20. 


Cant,2,5, 


Pro.13.12, 


Math. 5,4 6. 
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| fore our Sauiour compares them to the naturall de- 


Math--4: | eatc his owne fleſh, rather then tobe ſtarued. And 
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fires of hunger, and thirif. Now hunger, as we ſay, 
will breake throngh a ſtone wall ; it will make a man 


Dauzds thirſt made him venter the liues of his three 
worthies. In nature the coxcapſcible faculty is ſecon- | 
ded with the zra/cible, our deſire is backed with 
| OUr azger ; ſo thar being croſled in our delires, our 
{ anger preſently is vp in armes, and labourerh the 
remouall of that which croſleth. So fire beſide its 
light ,wherby it defireth as it were the higheſtplace, 
hath alſo heaze, ro conſume all obſtacles that with- 
ſtand his aſcent. But now our zemporaries deſires are 
nothing elſe but idle, lazie,and lusking wiſhes,ſfuch 
as the fluggards, whereof Salomon thus ſpeaketh. 
The deſire of the ſluggard ſlayeth him: for his hands re- 
fuſe to werke, And againe, The ſluggard luſteth, but 
| bath nonght.\N hy? becauſe the Lion in the way terri- 
fieth him,the toyle of working skares him : he would 
faine haue meate, but he will not worke:and ſothoſe 
in the Goſpell would faine haue the heauenly bread, 
Lord euermore gine vs of this bread,but they will not | 
| as Chriſt relsthem,takethe pains ro come vnto him | 
by faith for it: for God hath appointed thatasin the 
naturall, ſo alſo in theſpiritualllife , 7» the ſweate of 
thy browes ſhalt thou line. Bur our ſluggiſh Tempo- 
rary will none of that, he defires and deſires, bur {tull 
lies lusking in his bed, gaping and firetching him- 
ſelfe: like the dore that turnes vponthe hinges,but 
yet hangs ſtill vpon them, it comes not off for allthe 
turningss ſo heefor all the turnings of his heart in 
faint and weake deſires, ſtill hangs faſt vpon the 
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about tro remoue them , to breake through the hoſt 
of the ſpiritual Philiſtimes forthegerting ofthe ſpi- 


ſoule might die the death of the righteous : Buthe doth 
not alike deſire thelifeof the righteous. It he defire 
yertue, yet not the meanes that ſhould bring him 
to it, and thus deſiring verrue,he pines and periſhes 
in the want of it : Hell mouth it ſelfe, as one fayes, is 
ll of ſuch {light and ſloathfull wiſhes. Such as were 
his in the Goſpeli, that hearing Chr;/?s heauenly 
diſcourle, cried out , affe&ed therewith, Bleſſed 
| are they that eate bread in the kinzdome of God. Bur 
as our Saujour there ſhewes in his anſwere, they ſuf- 
fer euery light occaſion of farmes, Oxen, wiues to 
detaine them. And ſoas the 7emporaries defireisan 
idle,ſoallo is it a diſobeatent deſire, that will notſub- 
mitit ſelfe to Gods commandement in the vſe of 


{and ſo &ntifull, ſubieCting it ſelfeto the vie of the 


meanes,as the end ir ſelfe; as Dauid , when rauiſhed 
with the meditation of the good mans bleſſedneſle, ! 
preſently conceiued this defire , not, O that I had 
this happineſſe, bur O that I could vie the meanes 
to bring metothishappineſle, 0 char my waies were 
fo directed,that 1 might keepe thy tatutes:andagaine, 
my heart breakeeh for deſire to thy [indoements | 


ricuall waters: Hecan wiſh with Balaams, O that my * 


the meanes:but thetrue beleeuers delire is /aborions | 


meanes commanded, andascarncftly deſiring theſe | 


| Num, 23.10, 
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| Plal.r1 9.5. 


Pal. 1 19.20, 


3. \True deſires are conſtent , as in Dantd in the 
wordslaſt mentioned , my heart breaketh for defire 
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binges of his {innes, and cannot poſſibly come out | ———— 
of the power of iniquity: ſeeing many rubbes inthe | 
way of hisdeſires,he hath noſpirit,or courage togoe | 
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ro thy iudgements 4/waies. Thereaſon is , becauſe 
rue deſires are inſatiable. The good Chriſtian 
though he haue neuer ſo much grace,yer ſtill feeles 
his wants,and the more hee hath, the more hee de- 
fires,and when theſe /p/ritaall riches increaſe(contra- 
| ry to Dauids prohibition inthe remporall) he ſets his 
| hears vpoy them : And therefore ſtill his ſoule imira- 
| ceth the hotſeleeches voice, thatcry, g/ze, give: but 
| the defiresof the zewyporarie, though ſometimes for 

the time they may ſeeme violear, yer at length they 
vaniſh away as the morning dew ; as God himſelfe 
cenſureth thoſe good affeQions, which ſeemed to 
bee in the 1/raclires. The motions, and affeJions, 
which he hath in geod things, arenot much vnlike 
to thoſe which the true belecuer hath ſomctimes in 
| enill, For as heein temptation ſometimes may bee 
| tickled, and feele ſome pricking in his deſires tothe 
| way of wickednes ; as once Daura,when he began to 
| entertaine thoſe thoughts, I haue waſhed my hands 
{ in innocency in vaine:yetin concluſion hequenches 
| thoſe thoughts, and ſo mockes Sathan, tewhom he 
made faire of comming to him, as Dauzd did, when 
| for all his beginning to yeeld, yetin the end hecame 
| in with that Bur, oryet e yer, forall that I ſayd ere- 
| while, God is goed &c:ſo this our femporary,though 
| otherwhile he may hauc,as we ſay, a months minde 
ta godlineſle, and with 4grippa be halfe perſwaded 
ro be a Chriſtian, yer the concluſion is, I will nor 
jleauemy former conrſe,and ſo he mocks God,whem 
he bore in hand,that he would become his Diſciple, 
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Of the deceits of the temporarie in the outward pra- 
&tiſe of repentance. 


Hs thus deteRed the deceitfulneſſe of the 
temperaries repentance inthat which is inward, 
this Chaprer ſhall be ſpent in ſhewing the deceirof 
that which is outward, both that which is in words, ) 
andin deeds: for the former, there are two ſpecials, | 
whercin the femporarie deceiueth himſelfe; Confeſs:- 
on and Prayer. 

"1 For confeſsi0n, it cannot be denyed, but that it 
is a worthy ſeruice of a repenting {inner,or clſe God 
would neuer haue promiſed ſo great a reward toirt: 
if wee confeſſe our ſinnes, hee & faithfull to forgine: 
Job in the large Catalogue of his good workesgwher- 
with he cheered himſelte in that heauie agonie z -a- | 
mong the reſt reckoneth the confeſſion of his ſinnes 
for one, If 1 bane hid my ſinne, as did Adamy&c. And 


#ant, to make good that ſpeech, and toproue him- 
ſc}fe Gods feruant,he addeth, 7or Thawe done fooliſh- 
{; as ſome godly learned thinke, hereby intimating 
that if he deſerued not to be called Gods ſervant, in 
regard of his /afe ſine, yet, atleaſt in regard of his 
| latter ſeruice of confeſſion: yea elſewhere when onely | 
a purpoſe of confeſſion conceiued by him , Gods | 
care was in his heart, before his confeſſion was inhis 
rongue : 1thought, 1would confefſe my ſinne,and thou 
forganeft me : for as only the man wakened out of his 
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Dauid hauing ſaid, take away the treſpaſſe of thy [er- 'z Iohn 1.9, 
| Tob z1. 33. 
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| Ye ſomnium nar- 

1 rare vigilantss: 
fic peccata confie 

Þters vere pane 

tentis ef. 

Diſcouercd be- 

cauſe it comes 

{ neither from 

| 1 Abroken 


} 2 Nor abelce- 
{ uing. 


| ned out of his ſinnes by repentance, can truely con- 


dreame can te]l his dreame,{o onely the man awake- 


fefle them, Wherefore howſocuer terporaries, and 
vnregenerate men may makeanoutward confeſſion, 
as Saul, Indas, Pharaovh,and others did, yetthe trurh 
is, there is much guile in their confeſſions, 

I True confeſſion muſt come as we ſee in the Pub- 
licane, from a touched and troubled foule,from that 
broken and bleeding heart of Dauid,from that mel- 
ting and relenting heart of Joſiah : This is the ſacri- 
fice which the Lord will not deſpiſe. But our temporary 


| knowes itnot, The paine of the wracke enely wrings 
the confeflion from him, not the mercy of that ſweer 


{ for the forgiuenes of this finne. This the temporary 


God, whom he hath offended. And therefore as wee 
ſee in Pharaoh, when he is off of the wracke, hee be- 
gins to {ing another note, and to vnſay and call in, 
1na manner, his confeſhon. | 

2 Ic mult comeallo from abelecuing heart, Jay- 


and forgineneſſe is withthe Lord albeit we haze rebelled 
yes now there is bope in 1ſraell concerning this,namcly, 


in his diſtreſſe cannot doe. 1udzs could ſay, ] haze 
ſinned, bur for his life he could not addethole words 


j could nor ſay that confeſſion, 7bareſmned, to God, 
| bur onely to the high Prieſts:for he was wholly ſwal- 


| of Daxid, Take away the ſinne of thy ſernant. Nay hee 


lowed vp of deſpaire. His repentance was a deſpe- | 
rate repentance, not tempered with faith, ſo as is the 
true repentance. And therefore our Sauiour prea- 


| Mark,1.1 5, | ching repentancelſaith, Repent and beleenc. 


3. Con-| 


ing hold vpon mercy: As Dan. 9. 9. Y et compaſs:on | 


againſt him. And Ezr. 10. 2. Wee hane treſpaſſed, &c, | 


| 


| 


4 


| ſo farre are they from this purpoſe of not (inning, | 


| thoſe 1/racltes, that ſaid, we have {innea, we wilt goe 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


3. Confeſſion muſt come from an honeſt hearr, 
purpoſing not to ſinne, that ſo with the confeſſion 
wee may ioyncalſo the confulton and ouerthrow of | 
finne : Hee that confeſseth and forſaketh (that is , hee 
that inthat very act of cenfeſling forſaketh) his ſinne, 
ſhall finde mercy.This was the confeſſion of that good 
Shecaniah, E-zr.1002.3. We hare treſpaſſed, &c. Now 
therefore let us make a conenant with the Lord, toput 
away all the wines: But how farre are the tempora-» 
rics from this , who when by confeſſion they haue 
ſeemed to diſgorge their ſtomackes , haue filthily 
with the dog caten vp their owne vomit againe?And 


__—_— 


I 


that they are fully ſet vpon finne, in confeſſing as in 


vp : which was as much as if they ſhould haue ſaid, 
we hawe finved,we will ſin:torGod inthe former verſe 
had forbidden them to goe vp : yea, many of them 
preſume to finne, becauſe of contefſion; thinking by } 
ittobe caſed,as thedrunkard by his vomiting: And | 
though ſome of them in their good moodes, and in | 
ſome of their fits , may ſceme, when they humble | 
themſelues in confeſſion , verily to purpoſe amend- 
ment , yet theſe are ne ſound, no ſetled, no ſincere | 
and honeſt purpoſes, but ſudden flaſhings,conceiued | 
by their deceitfull hearts,ratherto auoid che judges } 
ments either felt, or feared, then truely to pleaſe 
God; and thus becauſethe heart is not rent toge- | 
ther with the garments, therefore neither is the {in | 
rent, butrather ſown faſter together by thatrending | 
of the garment, and becauſe with that penirent Pwub- | 
| #cane,they ioyne not the zwward vniting of the hart, 


H 4 with } 


2 Nor an ho-: 
neſt heare, 


Prou.28,13, 9 


Deut.1.41. 


verſe 40- 
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F andens pets 
Cr non corrigens 
vitia,illa conſo- 
lidat, Aug. 

2 Prayer di{co- 
uered, becauſe 


Luc.11.1, 


Luc,13.10, 


Rom.$.26, 


x. Not in more 
grieuous trials. 


Job 27-10, 


2 Not ſeeking 


G ods face, 


| 
| 
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with the outward knocking of the vreſz,therefore this 
knocking dorh not batter in peeces, but rather con- 
olidate and more firmely compact {inne together. 

2, Point, which the mouth performes,1s prayer: 
neither can it be denied , but that the temporary 
may pray , and that as one would thinke, very zea- 
louſly , as no doubt buc 1#d4s did together with his 
fellowes,all of thein deſiring Chriſt to inſtruct them 
how to pray; neither onely may hee doe this with 0- 
thers, buralſo ſolitarily , and apart by himſelfe,as 
it is ſaid,the Phariſee went vp to the temple to pray, 
as well as the Pablicane , borh of them to their pri- 
uate prayers, the temple then in regard of ceremo- 
niall holineſle, being the place, as well of priuate,as 
of publike prayer ; it may-ſeeme then our Zempora- 
rie is well: for ir is onely the ſanGtifying ſpirit which 
teacheth to pray, whotheretoreis ſtyled:the /Þiris of 
prayer, and the children of Godare vſually.in Scrip- 
ture deſcribed bythis, thatthey call vpon the name of 
the Lord. Bur alas his praiers are not true praiers, 
they areturnedinto ſinne. For, | 

Fir{t,though hee may pray to our thinking (and | 
his owne to ſometime) very feruently;, yet as Job| 
ſayes, will hee pray alway? no, in more grievous trials 
his heartar hope failes him , his mouthis ſtopt, he 
i5 ſtrooke ſpeechleſle,with the gueſt in the parable, 
and hath notſo muchas one word to bleſſe himſelfe 
withall, who yet lauiſhed moſt luxuriouſly in abun- 
dance of words in thetime of peace. 

2. Inprater he ſeckes himſelfe,and not Gods glo- 
ry, they care not ſo much for Gods fauour, as for 
their owne profit. - V\hereas the propertie of true 
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prayer 
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prayer is that ſer downe by Salomon , If my people, | > Chron.7.14 
whereon my name i called, fhall hamble themſclaes,and | 
pray,and ſceke my face. In praier,Goas face and fauour | 
is co be ſought aboue all other things:and therefore | 
our Sauter teacherh vs both to begin our prayers j 
with deſire of his glory, Hallowed be thy name, and to 9 
end them with giuing glory to him | 7hive i the iF 
kingdomeg&c.Burthe temporary is not thus holily ca- 
ried in his prayers, with the'reſpeRof Gods glory, 
with Moſes & Panl,preierring it to his ownſaluation, 
but with ſeffe-reſpects, and thoſe very baſe; as may 
eafily appeare by theſe two things: 1. hispraiers are. 
more zealousand feruent with others, then alone by | 
himſelfer whereas thevehemency ofa true Chriſtian | !#e dolet vere 
is then greateſt, when he is ſhut vp in his cloſer, and | 77 **#* 
ath God onely to be witneſſe of ir. This ſhewes, 
hat pride and vaine-glory ſway him, not any true 
zeale to Gods glory: 2. after praier he hath no care 
to returnethanks:as inthe nine leapers,which cried, 
as loud as the tenth, eſs haze mercy, but returned | Lucat7.rz.r5, 
not with him to giue thankes for their health; which 
ſhewed,they ſought themfelues only in theirpraier, 
and nothing eſteemedthe loue of Chri/?, Thirdly, | z- Nor dire- 
he makes praicrthe end ofprater;hee praies to prays Gen ag = 
hee reſts in his prayer , and doth not in good ſadnes 
vie his prayer as a meane to preuaile againſt his 
ſinnes: he praies idly,and lazily, and doth not roge- 
ther with his lippes 'in praying, moue his hands, in 
indeuouring for that hepraies;according aSSalomon 
directech, coupling together praier to God and our 
owne indeuour , If thow call for knowledge, anacry |p,,,., 
for vnaer ſtanding, if thou ſeeke her as [iluer and ſearch 


for 


Fxaod. 32.32, 
Rom 9.3, 
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Pro.14.23. 


Plal.119.5.6.7 


rer[.$. 


Confeſſ.1.8. In 
exordis adoleſ. 


centie pelieram 

| ate caflitatem, 
et continentiam 
et dixeram,da 
mihicontinen- 
tiam, ſed nc! 

| mode. Timebam 
enim ne me cito 
exaudires et [+ 
nares a morbo 
concupiſcentie, 
quem expleri 
malebaw, quam 
extingub, 
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(for her 4s for zreaſure.'Lo, togetherwith right crying 
| and calling in prayer,there muſibe ſecking,and ſear- 
ching in thevſe of themeanes:ciſe we do but mocke 
God,and our ſclues much more, if wee pleaſe our 
ſelues in ſuch praiers. And that which Sa/omouſpea- 
keth of other idle ralke,will be trucofthe vaine prat- 
tle of ſuch flothfull praiers,s all bour thereis abun- 
dance : bat the taike of the lippes onely bringeth want. 
Wee (hall ftillremaine poore, and beggerly in ſpiri- 
euall chings, valeſſe our hands beſtirre them, and la- 
bour together with our mouthes, vnlefſe weriſe vp 
from our praierswith a ſetled purpoſe to buckle our 
ſeluesto our bufineſſe. - As David afterthat hee had} 
prayed the Lord, that his wayes might be direRed | 
to keepe Gods ſtatutes,and had inforcedthis prayer 
by certaine arguments, he thus ended it, wil keepe | 
|ehy fataies ; whereas the temporary belecuer feeles: 
no ſuch fruit of praier, bur rather ſayes ſecretly, I 
willlicinme finnes ſtill, againſt whichT haue praied: | 
I will breake thy ſtatutes , which I prayed I] might 
keepe. Much like to.S. Auſtin, thatbeforet his con- 
uerſion prayed to God for chaſtitic and continency,| 
but yet was afraid, as hee writes of himſeltec, leaſt 
God ſhould heare his prater too ſoone, deſirous ra- 
ther ro hauc his luſt fatiſfied , then extinguiſhed. | 
Such kinde of mindes haue the vnregenerate intheir 
praiers,ſtill they lone their (nnes,and wovld not for 
all their ralke, leaue them by their good wils. And 
therefore doe they ſoneere reſemble him inthe fa- 
ble, that whenchis cartſtucke in the mire, called vp- 
on his God for helpe, but yer lay ſtill,and would not 


tir the leaſt of his fingers rohelpe hinaſelfe; yea,and 
thoſe] 
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couſly banquer againſt healrh : for while they pray 
avainſt , they play and ſport themſelues in cheir 

NES. 

Now for that which is rea in the outward pra- 
Qiſe of repentance, namely the reformation of life, 
the reweporarte alſo may ſeeme to attaine heerevnts: 
for inthe Goſpell the vncleane ſpirit is ſaid tobe caſ? 
on; of him, which is to bee vnderſtaod in regard of 
outward reformation of his life , in that hee lea- 
ueth his former ſcandalous courſes of drunken- 
neſſe, vncleanneſſe, ſwearing, lying, open contempt 
of holy things 8&c.and conformeth himſelfe roſome 
more ſober and ciuill cariage. But yet this rctorma- 
tion is deceitfull, or elſethe vncleane ſpirit couid not | 
ſo ealily re-enter with ſeuen worſe ſpirit thaw himſeife 


Py become worſe than his beginning. Now the de- 
ccit here is this, that our Texporarietaketh his out- 
ward abſtinence from ſinne for true reformation ; 
which vnlcfſe irproceed from the inward forſaking 
is nanghe worth, There muſt be abhorriwg of (inne, 
as well as abſtaining :loathing as wel as leaving intruc 


thoſe alfo that in their ſacrifices for health did rio- | 


into the party thus reformed, ſo that bis latter end | £1 


; 


reformation. Athectewhen hee is manacled, can» 
not ſteale, he abſtaynes outwardly : and yet happi- 
ly hath a thecuiſhminde ſtill. And a chained Lyon 
though kee abſtaine from deuouring, yet hee hath 
his lyoniſhnarure ſtill; he hathnor lefrthat. Many 
leane their ſinnes in like manner being reſtrained 
by feare, ſhame,and ſuch likereſpes. Their hearts 
ſtill delight, and rickle chemſelues in the thoughts 


ofthoſe ſfinges. But true reformation of finne muſt 
pro= 
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Plal.119.107, 


poterit, non 44- 


dit, Namquid 


quia 04m non 


ſremens, lupus 
redit tremens, 


tremens, 


De vyerbis Apoſe. 
ſerm. 21. Lupus 
venit ad Ouile 0. 
IU, queri! in- 
wadere iugulare, 
deworare, Fin. 
lent paſtores, las 
frant canes, nihil 


tulit, ideo lupus 
venit, 0 0115 re- 
dit? Iupus veni 


lupus eft tamen, 


ex fremens, & 


| 


i 


et 


proceede from the hatred of ſinne, and from the 
loue of Gods law forbidding finne, as Dauids did, 
T haze refrained, faith he,from every euil way;but why 
did he ſo ? vpon what ground? towhatend ? Zhat 7 
might keepe thy word. It was that lone of the law 
which hee had fo pathetically a little before profeſs 


{ed,04!how lone 1 thy law? this was it that made him | 


to refraine from ſinne, his affettion toward the 


word; and this was that hee propounded to him-|. 


ſelfe in abſtaining from finne , in difpleaſing his 
owne corruption to pleaſe the law, to obay thelaw. 
The Wolfe , laith e4uſter, comes to the (ſheepe-fold, 
»»With a purpoſe to kill and eate. Bur the ſhcep- 
»» heards they watch, the dogges they barkeyticecan 
,» doc nothing, he takes away nothing, hee kills no- 
»» thing. Yet as he comes, ſohe goes amay,a wolfe. 
,, Whar, becauſe hee worried, and tooke away no 


— neſt cher | zz ſheepe, therefore he was a wolte onely in his com-|. 


ſed tamen lupus 
venit, lupus re- 


,z ming, anda ſheepe in his returning ?'No, the 
,» wolfe comes furious, returnes fearctull, and yet 
42 4 wolfe as well in his fearezas in his furie. ' And fo 
are many as wicked in their fearefull abſtaining 
from fſinne, as in their bold and furious committing 
of ſinne. Somealfo are diſabled by age, and yerit 
doth them good to remember their former wic* 
kedneſſe, and to incourage others to the ſame. If 
bare leauing of the outward a&t were enough, then 
theſe alſo werereformed. Others alſo ſurceaſe from 
ſome ſinne, becauſe a contrary vice hath got the 
ruleand poſſefhon of them , as when the prodigall 
man becomes couctous. Is heere any true reforma- 
tion of prodigality ? Others againe are interrup- 


ted, 
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my 


{ one corruption preuaileth againſt another, but when 


a 


ab and Nathanscomming to him, which wasa yeare 
|almoſt, hee did not ſtill adde one murther to ano- 
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red in the pratiſe of one {inne , by reaſon ſome 0- | 
ther ſinne diuerts them another way, as thoſe meſ- 
ſengers did Sew! from purſuing Da#id. As thus a. 


being ſtronger, make him leauc his baſe, couetous 
\niggardize. A man is giuen to incontineney 5bur 
his pride, and feareof difhonour;carrying a greater | 
fnay with him, bridle his lult. A-man.is wickedly | 
-angrie with his brother , but yet coueronſnes hath | 
a greater hand ouer him, then anger z therefore 
there is a gift in ſecret giuen him, hee is pacified. 
Heere coneronſneſſe controles and checkes, and re- | 
formes anger ? will you callthis a reformation ? no | 
this is nothing,when one /y7ant ouercomes another, / 
but when the lawfall King ouercomes him:not when 


grace preuaileth againſtit 3 when though there were 
no other reſtraint, yet ones owne ſanQified heart 
would reſtraine, and cauſe one to ſay with Joſeph, 
How can 1 doe this, and finne againſt Goa?otherwiſe,to 
&fift the outward aQ, can yeeld but poore com 
fort ro affine vs that wee haue repented. David had 
left the ſinnes of murther and adultery for all that 
ſpace of time that was'betwixt the muirther of Yr ;- 


—_— 


ther, or oneadulterie to another, he did not all that 
while fall to it a freſh : but yet, for all that,he repen- 
ted not till Nathiw came, and aroufed him. Excet- 
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\Q. 1 


| 


from euill, ſhewing, that whereſocuerthe true feare 


lently Salomon, By the feare of the Lord men depart 


man is couetous, but yet ambition and vaine-glory, | 


of God is wanting, there is no true departing from 
| | euill 


Patra. 
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3. His obedi- 
ence, * 


( 
1. Atine, diſ- | 
| couered. 


{ not Hmply by their not receiuing gifcs , but by ha- 


euill , though thefoutward a& of euill be forborne. 
Therefore when the godly are-delcribed by abſtai- 
ning from euill, wichall the true ground of their 
{abſtaining is ſer downe : As Eccleſ.9. 2, when the| 
[wicked man-is ſerour to be a ſwearcr , the godly 
[man by way of oppoſition is ſaid, notſimply nor 
:o:{weare, butto feare an wath , to ſhew thatwicked 
men may refraine ſwearing, butnot out of any feare 
of Gods commandement. That is proper onely to 
the godly : So Pros. 15427. the godly are ſer our 


ting of gifts; to ſhew that theretore they receiue 


| cheir heart. 
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CH ar. VIII. 


of the deceit fulnefſe of the Temporaries obedience. 


\F4 E haue examined the two former grounds, 
. Y.. whereupon the Temporary buildeth his opi: | 
nion of himſeif&to be the childe of, and diſcouered 
the deceirfulneſſe of:them both , namely his faith, 
and repentance; It remaineth now-that. wee ſhould | 
deethe like to his third ground , namely his obea;- 
ence, and fo dimiſſe him. | 


aor with the hand, becauſe they hate them wzth| 


Obedience is twofold ; Adine in doingthat which 
God commandeth : Paſtar, in ſuftering that which 
God infliteth. And- the temporary may ſceme to 
haue both theſe. boy Sf: 158 | 


I. For Actiue athe 7 emporary bclecuer may got | 
; arre 
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fatre. There is no outward good worke, which a 
true belecuer can doe, but the Temporary may 
doe it alſo, and that in outward appearance with 
as great ſpirit and zeale as ithe true belecuer : ns 
in /eh#u , who did not onely execute Gods iudge- 
ments vpon Ahab, and his houſe, and deſtrayed 
Baall , and his Prieſts , bur did this (as others and 


ward eye, little difference berweene the ſpirit of 7- 
hu, in his reformation, and of Joſ11h in his. So Herod 
reverenced J/ehn , and did many things in obedience 
to his doCtrine. So likewiſe did Sazl reverence Sa- 
muel,(hew great humility in hiding himſelfe, when 
to be King,and after he was King , great zealeand 


| {courage in reuenging the cauſe of thoſe Jabeſh a- 


eainſt Naba/þ. in fighting the batrels of the Lord a- 
gainſt the Philiftims, and in deſtroying of witches, 


|. | great mercy alſoand moderation in ſparing, and 


forgiuing thoſe wicked people , that deſpiſed him, 


| { &c. yet, for allrhis, his end was fearefull, God 7goke 


away bis mercy from him. And therefore the obe- 
dience thatſeemes to bein this kindgof men is de- 


| | ceirful[; elſe God would nor,as he threatneth by the 
| Propher » blot itout , who according ro Nehemzes 
| [prayer wipes not out any of the good Teruices of his 


children. 


himſelfe thought) with great zeale, and in the 


| 


| 


heate of godly indignation 3 ſo thar , to the out- | 


Mark.6,20, 


" Sam.12.10, 
I Sam.10 22, 


I1Sam,11,6,7 


i Sam, I 3.& I4 
1 Sam. 10.17, 


& Ii.13. 


2 San, 7,1 F, 


Ezek,18.24. 
Nehem. 13.14. 


Tharthis deceitfulneſſe may the better appeare, | ;, y...... 


fide 


* 


Ee 


| 


lervs examine out Temporaries obedience by the | of true obegi> 
; notes of true obedience; which are ſpecial] 
| ſecerity, vnin?rſility, anda ſetled conſtancy. 8 
| T. Stncerity,when ail baſe,and bz-re/petts laid a- | x « Sinceriry, 


[ 
y three, | ©3<© 
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Plal.rrg.z. 
cleered. 


Terem. 4. 4. Cx- 
pounded, 


| Pal. 179.94, 


explained. 


Aug. in P/al. 
118. In libro 
ſapientie loqui- 
tur ipſa ſapien- 
tia, Querent me 
mals, ex nonin- 
wenient , quiao._ 
derunt ſapianti.. 


| an. Qurd quid 


eſt aiiy { 3 Juam 
ederunt me? 
Qyomods igitur 
dicuntur querere 
qurd oderugt, 
niſt quia non 
hoe, ſed alind ihi 
querunt? 


] Gen 28.8.9. 


| your {elues. As Chrift ſaid to ſome of them, ye ſeche 


{1de;onely the conſcience of Gods commandement, 


ſed are they that keepe histeſtimonies(faiththe Prophet) 
bur.becauſe there may bemuch guile in keepingyhe 
addes,and ſecke bim with their whole heart, Thertrue 
keeping of the Teſtimonies is when we ſecke God, 
and not our ſelues,inkeeping; when,as 1zremy ſayes, 


Gods commandement,and not the Magiſtrates , as 
itis with tooroo many. Hence that phraſe ( which 
is ſo frequentwith the Prophet) of ſeeking Goas com- 
mandements, 1am thine, ſaue mee: for I ſeeke thy pre- 
cepts: Which implicrh chus much , thar all chat wee 
are to ſeekin ourobedience;and the precepts them- 


ence it ſelfe to the preceprs : But Gods precepts 
may ſay to the Temporaries , yee lecke not vs but 


me becanſe of the loaues. Sora Pro. 1.28. arelaid to 
ſceke God, and yetof theſame men it is ſaidinthe 
next verſe, thatthey hated the knowledge of God; 
how can they beſaid to ſeeke that which they hate? 
but thatthey ſought not God fincerely, butonely 
for their owne eaſe ſake, tobe deliuered out of their 
trouble, and ſo indeed they ſought. not God bnt 
themſclues. For all their obedience is eytherſlazi/h 
or mercenary ; ſometimes itis the obedience of the 
bondſlane, ſometimes of the hireling , alwaies baſe, 
corrupted with ſome wrie and wrong conlidera- 
tion or ether. Sometimes the feare of may workes it, 


and the deſire of his. glory that ſwaics with vs. Ble/- 


ve be circumciſed to the Lord , that is, in reſpect of| 


ſelus,the thing ſpecially we are to ayme atis obedi-| 


as in E/aus marrying no longer with the Cananztes; 


| but with the poſterity of Iſmael ; Moſes noteth the 
ground 


— 
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} oround of itto have beene the conſideration of his 
Fathers diſtaſte of his Cawanitiſh wines. Sometimes 
againe the feare of Gods indgements, as of the 
racke of an acculing conſcience, of thetorments of 
hell fire, &c. this holdeth vs co it. But heere that 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaketh concerning Magiſtrates 
Lawes that wee ought to be ſubie& , not onely for | 
wrath, namely of the Magiſtrate , and the puniſh-j 
ment which that wrath may inflict, but for con/c/-| 
ence ſake, is true much more in Gods lawes, that we 
ought to performe obedience not ſo much for 
wrath , no not for Gods owne wrath, and the pu- 
niſhment it will inflict ; bur though there were no 
hell, yea though there were no heauen, of very 
conſcience, becauſe the Lord God hath commaun- 
ded vs. Otherwhile againe the Temporary obeycth 
|vpon hope of ſome good, that hereby may accrue vn- 
to him,as profit, praiſe , and ſuch like. And heere 
that deprauation of Sathan hath his truth; Deth Job 
ſerne God for nought?*doth Saul loue God forr.ought? 
no itis for a Kingdome. Doth a roote cut Ahabs 


Kingdome. Doth he deſtroy Ball for nought? no 
itis for glory in the world, that hee may crake and 


| Come and ſee what zeale 1 hane for the Lord. Thou 
 decciueſt thy ſelfe 2bs,it is for thy ſelfe. Therefore 
God ſaies afterward by the Prophet, 1 will vi/zz the 
' bloud of 1zreell vpow the honſe of thu. Thoughit were 

ſhed by Gods owne appoyntment, yet becauſe 7e- 


og — 


his ownearmbition and pride in the ſhedding _ | 
Ol; 


race for nought? noit 15 confirme himlelfe in the} 


call vp good 19»adab to applaud him and his zeale. | 


bu obeyed not Gods commandement , ſo much as |. 


Rom.12.5, 


To5.1.9. :.. 


Hof. 1.4: 


—_— 


Eſay 1,12. 


Ezech.7.F5. 
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of; therefore Godwill not puniſh it as diſobedience, 
not reward it as obedience. So likewiſe, though 
God commaunded the burnt offerings , the new 
Moues, &c. yet he asketh the lewes , who required 
theſe things ? becauſe it was not the conſcience of 
Gods commandement that moved them to pers 


| forme choſe ſeruices. And againe hare yee faſted to 


mee, to mee, ſaith the Lord, becauſe it was not any 
true regard of Gods word that cauſed them to faſt. 
Obedicnce in the word is compared to fruit , and 
the doing of good workes 1s called the bringing 
forth of fruit. Now fruit comes of ſecede. Secde 
muſt firſt be receined of the ground , before ir can 


yee!d vs any corne. This ſeede isthe word,the com- 
mandement of God. Firſt , wee muſt recejue this 

ſeede before we can bring forth any fruit : frft we 
| muſt heare the word, 'and by faich apply vnto , and 
vreevponour ſclues the commandement, and then 
| obey : Obedience without reſpe& of Gods word is 


| ſowneto bring forthtiais fruit,and therefore ir jsnot 
good. And ſuch is the obedience of the Temporary; 
he heares not the word though it ſpeake to him 


word indeede requires of him that he does, but he 
does ir not as hearing himſelfe requeited by rhe 
{ word, bur rather by his owne corruption. If God 
had asked Jehw concerning his deſtroying of Ahabs 
| poſteritie, Baals Prieſts and worſhip, who required 
| this at thy hands, he might truely hang anſwered, 
' vaine-glory, ambition, pride,policy. And here is the 
firſt dereQion of tie Temporaries obedience. 


| but wilde Gats,it growes of it ſelfe,there was no ſeed | 


| neither doth he doerhat he does as to theword; the | 


—__— 
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| ,2- Note of true obedience is vniver/ality. And | 5% Vamans 
thisneceſſrily ſpringeth from the former : for if o- | !i'y- 


bedience be ſwcere; that is,if it be performedonely 
becauſe of Gods commandement, it muſt needs be 
vniger/all, to one commandement,as well as to ane- 
ther : forthere is the ſame divine authority binding 
the conſcience in one as1in another. And therefore 
truly is it ſaid ,yhatſoener is done for Gods cauſe is done | 4 
equally, becauſe the fame Godthar commaunds one _ oo 
precept, commaunds alſo the other. Hence is that | quatirer fe. 
of James, he that breaketh one commandement is guile | A#ther operis 
ty of all; for the law is whol'y copulatzxe. Sothar,as MO rele. | 
where many friends are linked together in a ſure 
bond of friendſhip, if you offend one of them, yon | 
BF {offendallallthereft will intereſt themſelues in their 
WB [friends quarrel] ; fois it with the commandements; 
> WB [{rheyare ſo knitand chained together, thar , when 
| !aencis violated, all the reſt are ready as it were to 
take it's part, & roenter into Gods Courttheir aQi- 
on of treſpaſle againſt vs. Hence it was, that when i 
ſome of the lſraclites had broken the fourth com- 
maundement in going out to ſecke Manna on the 
| Sabbath, God chalenged them for breaking of all | 
FF | his commandements, How long refzſe ye to keepe my | 
 commandements? And Ezekiel reckoning vp-many | 5x94+16-28. 
| abhominarions , faſtenerhthe imputation of all of 
' them on him that had aQually offended in one one- 
ly. It is a remarkeable placc,and therefore I will fery 
; downe the words at large. If he bege? a ſonue that is 4 | 
 thiefe, er a ſhedder of blond, if he doe | any one of theſe | 
| things though hedoth not all theſethings,buterthertath | Fr 
hot | Wb” 
\ eatey of. the mountaines,or defiled his neighbours wife, | | 
I 2 or | | 


— 


Ezcch.19$.10, 
II.12.13. | 
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or oppreſſed the poore 8 «. (ball he line *,He ſhall not line, 
Seeing he bath done | all theſe abhominations] he ſhall 
die the death. Here he ſaith all: and yet before, he 
ſaid one onely ,becauſe breake one and breake all, keepe 
oxetruely and heartily , and keepe all. Whence it is 
that ſome one good action hath blefſedneſſe aſcri- 
| bedtoir, as the making of peace, Math,s. becauſe of 
this concatenation of the commandements, and the 
vertues therein commaunded, that a man cannot 


hauc one grace, but he muſt alſo haue another. For 
chere is a double both keeping and breaking ofthe 
commandements ; habituall and aiFwall; Habitmall 
inthe preparation, purpoſe, deſire and diſpoſition ofthe 
heart : AZuallin the outward deed. Now howſo- 
euer he that breakes one,breakes notall aFually;yer 
| breaking that one babiznally , hee breakes them all 
| habitually , his hearr ſtands alike{affe&ed tobreake 
any of the reſt,and whenſocuer occafion ſhall ſerue, 
| he will breakethem. And howſoeuer he that keepes 
one,keepes not all aFnally, nay he that keepes moſt 
breakes all aZZually; yethee that keepes one com- 
mandement habitually, that is, in the purpoſe and in- 
clination of his heart, he keepes them all in the ſame 
manner, his heart ſtands honeſtly diſpoſed to the 
keeping of thereſt ; he may ſay with Dauid, My heart 
& prepared, Sothat it may be truely ſaid, The wicked 


- | doe breake euenthoſe commandements they keepe ; that 


is, they breake in regard of the fitneſſe and prepa- 


' outwardly: And ſo in the ſame ſort, The godly doe 
keepe thoſe commandements,whichaQually they breake. 


| 
1 
1 


| 


| 


keeps one, bur hee mult keepe the relt, he'cannot | 


| ration of their hearts, thoſe they keepe ſometimes | | 
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The beft of Gods children are often ouertaken 
with diuers {innes, and with ſome one more than 
with another, and fo faile more in the breach of 


keepe that commandement in regard of the ber? 
and atteion of their hearts, they conſext with Paul 
to the law, euen in that commandement they moſt 
breake, that zt is holy and good, Now when wee fay 
true obedience is cathol:que and vninerſall, the kee- 


{tood ofthis habrtuall obedience, when with Danid 
we leoke towards,or haze reſpect tothemall.Loe then 


they doc many things as Herod and Iadas; yet they 
livein the habirnall reach of tome one commande- 
mentar leaſt. As Herod in the habutaall breach of 
the ſeauenth commandement, in his izceft : 1udas in 
the habituall breach of the eighth, in his coneronſnes. 
Their hearts were ſet on thoſe {ins, and they drunke 
them in as the fiſh doth water. They hated thoſe 


good commaundements of the Lord, that forbade 


thoſe ſinnes, and could have wiſhed with all their 
hearts there had beene no ſich commaundements: 
which ſhewed that even in thoſe commaundements 


— 


UB B T7 —— 


they kept, as Herod in hearing John, tdas Chrift, 
their obedience was rotten and vnſound, and with- 


out all regard of Gods commandement : for the 
ſame Godthat bade Herod reverence lobns miniftc- 
'rie in the ſecond commandement, bade him alſo | 
'poſſeſſe his veſſel in bolines and honour jjntheſeuenth. 
; And if conſcience had tnade him loue the ſecond 
| COMMUNITIES , ſurely it would nor let him have 
| I 3 hared | 


ſome commandementthan of another:yer {lill they 


ping of all thecommandements, it is to bee vader-| 


the deceit of the Temporaries obedience. Though 


| 


Rom. 7. 16. 


Pfl. I I9. 6, 
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3 Conftancy, 


2Pet.2. I4. 


\ ſtrates, fo hee can makelicenſesto himſeifewichour 


| hated the ſeauenth commandement. So gas, if he| 
had truely hated other ſinnes, becauſe they were 
\ſinnes, he covid not then haue loued, and fo lived 
«i1 couctauſnefle, ' And if Godsfcare had made eh, 
putdowne Baals worthip , hee would no:then haue 
{till retained /crobeams calues, the ſame God forbid-! 
' ding both. Let the /expporarie then marke himſeife 
well, and he ſhall finde that in ſome point or other 
; he hath a diſpenſatorie conſcience with Gods word, 


| And as rogues vnder hedges without the Magi- 


| Gods warrant, to continue in this or that .ſinne, 
| Whereby his prophane contempt of God is mani- 
| feſtly bewrayed, and his obedience in other things 
conuinced to be no obedience to God, but to man, 
or to himſelfe, or to that reſpeR, whatſocuer iris, 
that drew it forth, * | 

3 Note of true obedience is fet/ed conſtancy,when,| 
as the Scripture ſpeaketh, we walke inthe comman.. 
dements of the Lord,and exerciſe our ſelues therein; 
as the wicked are ſaid to be exerc;/ed in couetouſneſſe 
in that they conſtantly follow it as the artificer | 
doth his trade. But indeede the zemporary doth not 
walke in theſe waies, as doth the honeſt trauailour 
in the broad high-way , but onely like the theefe 
comes frisking and croſſing ouer them. His obedi- 
exce is likethe true Chriſtians di/obeazence, which is 
not ſetled and rooted, but onely fora fiite. The 
good Chriſtian quickly remembers himſelfe , and 
returnes to his courſe of godlinefle, when through 
diſtemper, he hath begunto ſtray : and ſorthe rem- 
porarie Chriſtian as quickly returnestohis intermit- 


I 
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'ted wickedneſle, when ſotnetimes he chaunces to 
'{amble vpon deuotion, His obedience is a moodzeand. 
paſ$ionare obedience ; ſoone forgot. It is liketo Sauls 
aticRion to David ; when the enill ſpirit comes vpon ! 
him, then that religion which before he ſeemed to. 
' make ſo much of, ſhall bee runge through with the 
ſpeare of grofle and wiltullobedience. He doth nor, 


neither can he cleaue to the Lord with full purpoſe of Ads 114 24, 


| heart, as thetrue beleeuer, 


| And ſomuch for hisaZzze obedience: Now for | 2 Paſſive, 


' paſme in ſuffering, wee would thinke it ſtrange, if —_— be 
nTtnncn, 


the temporary beleeuer might go ſo farreasto ſuffer; ' 
Peter ſpeake in thename of all his fellowes, and fo! 


followed thee? Did not I#das leaue his calling in the 
| world, whatfocuer it was, and didhe not negleR all 
other meanes and poſſibilities of his liveiy-hoode, 
and cleaue onely to Chriſ# for three yeares {pace,be- 
ing partaker with him in his ſufferings ? ſo did De- 
mas and Alexander with Paul ; and yer both after- 
ward becamefearctull 4pe/tataes,infomuch as A4/ex- 
anaer (of being perſecuted turned a perſecutor, 
and that of him, who before had turned of a perſe- 


 cuting lew, a perſecuted. Chriſtian; for St Paul wrj- |: Tim.1.19.20 


teth of him. that by putting away a good conſcience he 


' had fhipwracked the faith,thathe had done himmuch e- | » Tim 4:14.15 


 #7that he withftood his preaching ſoreghat he blaſphe- 


med the truth;and yet weſhall finde-in the 4ds,that | 24579: 33- 


Nam qui mar- 


in Pauls cauſe hee was very necre vnto mariyrdome: | iris propingum 


when hee was violently dragged forth and caſt as | &. Calo 
Z « To 


| prey to the teeth of thoſe raging Epheſians, Nicholas 
| 7 Hr _ _ rhe 


\ 


for the truth. Bur it is a plainecaſe he may. Didnot| 


of 1#das when he ſaid, aſter we hane forſaken all and | Math, 19.27. 


I 


i 


| 
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{the deacon ioined himſelf roche perſecured Church, 


'preſented tovs byrhe thorme ground; forthe verie 


—— 


and yet afterward becamea ring-leader 8 the head 
of a hortible wickedneſle: for of him were thoſe N;- 
colaitans, St {ohnſpeakerh of, fo called. The likewe 
may ſee in Ananias and Saphira, that were content 
co {ell their whole eftare, and to giue halfe of ir cothe 
Ciucch,& yerbut hypocrites : yea, 4u/ten thinketh, 
as we ſhewed before,thar hypocrites may fuffer mar- 
!)rdeme. If it be obieted, thar Chriſt ſaies theſe rew- 
poraries are offended and goback when perſecution com- 
meth becauſe of the word,and therefore thatthey can- 
not goe thus farre as we ſay ; lanſwere, that is to be 
vnderſtood of one kindeof the rexporaries,namely,} 
thoſe that arc nored out by the fone ground ; and 
not of the ſecond ſort of Temporarres, which are re- 


riſe our Sanjozy vieth in that parable muſt needs im- 
plierhat as the //enze ground went beyond the high. 
way ; ſothe thornie goes beyond the fonte 5, which 
cannot be otherwiſe-then in this, that the thornie 
grounds fruit can well endure the heat of the ſunne, 
and is not periſhed that way , as was the ſtonie 
grounds, but onely by her owne thornes. Of this 


aboue-named, in whom the good ſecede was ouer- 
throwen, not by the parchine ſunne of perſecution, 
which in ſome meaſure they indured, but by the 


fort of Temporaries was Indas, Alexander and thereſt | 


choaking thornes of couctouſneſſe, ambition ,and ſuch 


like corrupt affeRtions. The remporarie belecuer 
then may proceede thus farre toſuffer : bur yer as 
Paul telleth the Galathians, in vaine, becauſe he ſut- 
fereth not fincerely, and with a good minde : for 
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prices them forward to the ſuffering of the other 
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elfe, and his owne carnall affections, according to 
our Sanronys direCtion giuen to all ſuch , whom hee 
callethto be his Diſciples. /f any mas, ſaith he, will 
be my Diſciple, he muſt denie himſelfe, and take vp the 
crofſe. It is not enough ſimply to take vp the croſſe,} 
bur firſt he muſt dente himſelfe, and ſo take vp the 
crofſ:, But the temporarie feekes himſelfe in taking 
vpthe croſſe. They are his owne proude, ambitt- 
ons, vain-glorious, couetous affetions that make 
him ſtoope to take vp the crofſe. The fruit of the 
thornie ground is able indeede to bearethe heare of 
the Sunne, and is not conſumed rherewith, as the 
flonie grounds : but whats the reaſon ? becauſe the 
thornes couering it doe fenſe off the Sunne. And 
whats the reaſon our thornie Temporarze is ſo ready 
ſometimes to run himſelfe into the bryers of perſe- | 
cution, bur that the thorne of ſome wicked Juſt or 
other is 2 ſpurre in his fide. Marke the beſt of the 
temporaries in their ſufferings, and you ſhall ſee,that 
for all the thornes of perſecution, wherewith the 
adverſaries pricke them, they {till continue pric- 
king their, owne ſuules with the thornes of coue- 
'toutnefle, pride, and vaine-glorie. Theſe thornes | 


thornes; as in jw44s, hee looked one day for a good | 
day , hce hoped to haue no meane place in Chri7s | 
temporall kingdome, and withal{ in preſent he felr 


the ſxcere of carrying the bagge. He carried the 
crofſe on his back, thar hee might carry the bagge in 
his hands, The delightand comfort he tooke in [ic- 
king his ngers after thereceiprt of the almes, made 


| him 


he thar ſutfererh aright,muſt ſuffer in denyallofhim- | 


Math. 16. 24, | 


Bat yet deceit- 
full, 
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2 Cor.c.14, 
( Pſal. 44+ 22. 
2 I um. 2. 10, 


| him willingly indarethe little pain of his back. The 
bag in the hand was a (taffe and prop to vphold his 
backe from {inking vnder the burthen of vhe Croſle.; 
The ſweetneſle,not of Gods lone ſhead into his heart, 
but of mars lone ſbead into his hands, wasthat which 
allayed the ſowrenes of the croſſe, So with others, 
the coole winde not of Gods, but of mens praiſes is! 
that which refreſheth chem in the skorching of this 
Sunne, and maketh them with ſome comfort beere 
the heate of the —_—_ Igiue my body tobe burned 
ſaith Panl, and hhe not lone, Iam nothing. Inſinua. 
ting that men may burne their bodies, as hee burnt 
Dianaes Temple, of ſelte-loue,of loue, of glorie and 
fame in the world , and not of any true loue to 
God, or his Church. Let vs not then pleaſe our 
ſelues ouer-much, if wee haue ſuffered foinething 
forthetruth, becauſe, cucn in ſuffering, the heart is 
deceitful! ; but ſearch wee our owne hearts, and ſee 
whether, as the adzerſarie perſecutes the mew man 
in vs, ſo wee thence take occaſion to perſecute ihe 
ould man in our ſelues : whether we turne the ſword, 
thruſt at vs to kill thelife of grace, to the opening 
of our impoſiumes ; whether, as it were by one 
nayle driuing out another, wee vſe the thoryes of | 
perſecution, as meanes and medicines againſt the| 
thornes of conetouſueſſe, and worldlinefle. Iris an ill 
ſigne, when we can bearethe worlds yoke in perſecu- 
| 270,and yet at theſame time, not endure God's yoke 
in wortification. Againe, examine wee the ground 
and endof our ſuffering, whether wee can truely ſay 
with Pant andthe P/almiſt, The lone of Chriſt conſirat- 
| veth: for thy ſake wee are killed, and ſuffer all my 
; or 


bis ſake, but fortheir owne. Therefore their ſuffe- 
| 4 rings haue beene deccitfull : and as they would 


| 
| 
| 
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nefſe, pride, and vaine-glorie fetteth many on this | 
worke. And, which is not all out fo bad, happily 
others may be forced bythe feare of Gods indge- 
ments,threatned againſt them, that denytherruth. 
But then, as God ſaid once to the Tewes in the mar- 
ter of faſting, haue ye faſied to me, ſo heere alſo may 
 heſay co vs inthe marter of ſuffering, have yee ſuffe- 
| _ 
red for m?? And when we hall begin to tell Chri/t of 
ſuch kinde of ſufferings, and to ſay with Peter, Wee 
have left all and followed thee, hee may twit vs with 
the ſame anſwere wherewithall hee then pinched 7#-| 
azs, whom Peter included in the generality of his 
ſpeach, !Vhoſoener ſhat ferſake houſes, lands,*&. tor 
' my names ſake, /hall receiue an hundreth fold, But 14- 
das, and ſo all other temporary belecuers, whatſocuer 


they haue ſuffered for Chriſt, it hath not beene for 


haue deceiued Chrif by them, fo aſfuredly 
Chriſt (hall deceiuethem, in diſappoin= 
ting them of their hoped 


for reward. 
3c 


for the eleits ſake : far as we haue ſhewed,couetoul» | 
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3 Deccit that 
our good is 


bercer then it | 


1$» 


x Cor. 3.18. 


2 Cor, 10.12. 
1 Cor, 4. 8. 


Math, I g. 20, 


Cnar. I X. | 


Of the deceit of the heart in indging our ſelues better 
then we are. 


F Yo of the ſecond deere of the heart, in iudging 
of our pertons,ſo much : The third followeth, 
And that is, when wee iudge our lelues ro better 
then indeed wea: czwhen our {arte is thought agreat 
deale, our mite of Rrace, a talent, Our moat, a beame, 
our molchill a mountain, our ſjacking flaxe the ſirong 
and bl1zins flame of ſome mighry banfire, our ſmall 
beginnings, the heighr of pectection. Ot rhis deceit 
the Apoitle jpeakeri, when raxing the pride of the 
Corinthians, whereby they rho:1cht themſelues wil 
fer thea indecde they were, he thus writeth , Let xo 
man deceine himſcije: if ny man among you ſeeme to be 
wiſe, let him become a foole «6. Shewing that herein 
is the /elf-deceit,when we are better conceited of our 
{clues , then there is cauſe. Herein our deccirfull 
hearts are like to thoſe kinde of glaſſes,whichrepre- 
ſent things many degrees greater then in deed they 
are. Thus the Corinthian teachers looking vpon 
themſelucs in this falſe glafſe,magnified themſelues 
aboue S. Pau! himſelfe, whence was that modeſt re- 
prehenſion of the Apoltle, Wee dare not compare our 
ſelaes with them,and againe,ye are full, ye raigne&c. 
This was the deceit of him that ſaid, all theſe baue 1 
kept from my youth, and till it is to bee foundin too 
to0 many:not onely ſuch as the old Perfed7i/?s, and 


now the Papi/s ; but cuen in the beſt of vs all, who! 


through 


. 
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through ſelfe-louc, areno leſle affeated to our awne ; 
graces, then parents to their owne children, whom 
they vie to account the faireſt of all others : hence 
ariſe thoſe high thoughts,and ſtrong conceits of our 
' owne excellency,and ſufficiency euen for the weigh- ' 
tieſt matters.lames and 1ohn,no doubt,had receined 
ſome meaſure of Grace and ſpirituall Rrength : bur | 
[yet their owne deceitfull hearts made them to ozer- 
prize it, and boldly to tell Chrz## asking them, Are  Math.20.z2, 
 jeable to arinke of my cup, to be baptized with my Bap- 
 liſme? yes; we are able. Alaſſe poore men, that could | 
ſcarceendure to ſee Chriſt himſelfe drinke that cup, 
' and therefore fled away when the cup was but com-| 
ming towards him,how ſhould you be able then to / 
drinkeit of your ſelues? Thus Peters heart deceiued 
him in like manner, when being but a wonice, a freſb 
water ſonldier hee thoughthimſelte able to encoun- 
ter thoſe enemies that might iultly haue danted the 
oldtrained,and beſt exerciſed and experiencedſoul- 
diers. Chrift knowing the meaſure of his ſtrength 
better then himſelfe,cold him,/#hether 720e now thou 
canſt wot follow mee, hereafter thou ſhalt : But Peters 
deceitfull hearr,thinking itſelfe roo much diſabled, 
{ [anſwered , Why cannot | fellow thee now ? So true 
| 'isthar, euen in ſpirituall riches, which Salomon ſpea- 
| |keth of the carthly, There 7s poore which maketh 4 
bimſelfe rich. Therefore exceliently Dazia,not igno- | —— 
rant of this deceit, after hee had proteſted concer- | 
ningthe ſoundneſle and zeale of his hatred of Gods 
wickedenemies, Doe 7 not hate them that hate thee? pp... 
yes, Thate them with a perfett hatred , addeth (as | 
lomething miſtruſting his owne heart,) 7rye mee | 
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0 Ged, proue me , namely whether] deceiuenormy | 
ſelfe in thinking I haue more zeale , then indeede [ 
haue: of the two deceits it is the berter,and ſafer,ro 
vndervalue our ſelues ; and with him that ſaid, 1 a» 
not «man, 1 haue not the underſtanding of aman in me, 
cothinke our ſelues rather worſe, then any whit bet- 
certhen in truth we be. - 
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Cruar. X. 
The vſe of the firſt head of the hearts deceirfalnsſſe, 


or an earneſt exhortation to trie our ſelues whe- 
ther we haue onertaken the Temporary. 


T ithertoof the deceitfulneſſe of the heart in 
iudging of our perſons :It remayneth toſpeake 
of the deccitfulnefle in iudging of our ad7tons : but 
firſt wee muſt conſider what vic wee arc to make of 
the former, | 
The ſpeciall vſc is that of the Apoſtle , Trie your 
ſelues, examine your ſelues, whether ye are in the faith 
or 0 : our hearts would makevs belecue wee were 
thus and thus : But the Scripture hath diſcoucred 
our hearts vnto vs for noble impoſtors and decei- 
uers, Now who is there, that would eaſily be- 
leeuea knowne deceiuer ? Nay,as it fareth withſuch 
that often deceiue by ſpeaking falſely , that they 
cannot be credited of vs when they ſpeake truely: | 
the like ſuſpition and iealouſie ſhould we hauctheſe | 


| falſe heazrs in, eucn they when they giue in right 
x Cor,q,4. 


ludgement, 1 know nothing by my ſelfe ſaith Pan!, 
mine 
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mine owne heart doth not condemne mee, and 
yet dare not be ouer-bould in bearing out my felfe 
vpon this judgement, this ſentenceof mine owne 
heart will not inſtifie mee. Much deceit may be hid- 
den therein : God , that is farre greater then our 


| hearts, ſecs thatinthem which they ſce not them- 


ſcJues: good reaſon haſt thou then my brother , to 
miſtruſt the iudgementof thine owne heart, concer- 


which it cauſeth thy mourh to vtter, that if there 
were but one man to beſaued, thou art the man, 
{0h how many ſleepers there are, that dreamethis 
dreame of a ſtrong afſurance of their ſaluation,'that 
both live and die in this dreame, and ſo goe downe 
merrily to hell? where their paines ſhall be greater, 


| [byhow much theirexpeRation of them throvghthe 
| | deceitfulnefle of their hearts, was the leſſe. Is it not 
| |paine enough to be in hell,butthou mult needs in- 
| | creaſe the paine by this wicked , and wilfull /elfe- 
| | deceining ? Haue wee then our cares in our heads, 
| |and marke we well the voyceof theſe our hearts, 
| | when they ſuggeſt ſecretly vntovs, Thou artin good 
| [caſe, the childe of God, the beloued of God. Con- 
| | fider we whether our owne hearcs may not flacter vs, 
| | whether the diuel! may notdelude vs. Reſtwe not in 
| | our one hearts voice,neyther acceptwe thedeceit-- 


ning thy ſelfe, and thoſe ſo peremprtory ſentences, 


| 


| 


} 


| 


} 


| 


! full applauſe thereof; bur as once Jo/onah,ſecingthe 
|| Angell, examined him, Art thou on eur ſide , or on 
| | 97 adrerſaries,ſodoe we, hearing theſe words, tryc! 
ithem whence they are: for the care faich Elihn , tri | 


eth words 3 as the omtward words of other mens 
 Monthes,ſorhe inwardwords of our ownehcarrs.Say 
'thern 
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Toſh. 5.13. 
Tob.3443« 


WW wr nA 


t Tohn 4.1 


| As 12.22. 


Log 


The deceitfulne(ſe of mans heart. 


then to theſe words, tothis ſecret cry, whence arr 
thou , commeſt thou from Gods Spiric, or from 
Sathan 2 As wee muſt try the ſpirits, in the out- 
| ward words deliuered by men, fo alſo in the ſecret 
choughts of our heart,ſpecially theſe concerning our 
owne eſtate ro Godward , whether they bee the 
royceof Gods ſpirit, or;of the cuill ſpirit of errour 

and illuſion. It was vile for thoſeaelawingflatterers to 
| ſay vnto a mangT he voyce of God: much more for vs 
to ſay ſoto the diuell himſclfe. And what dowe elle, 
when we apprehend and applaud his mocking illu- 
ſions, and lying ſuggeſtions, as the Oracle of God,ahd 
goe away with them . as if God from heauen, had 
rold vs we were his. Try we then theſe ſounds, befote 
wetruſt them , and carefully examinethe grounds 
which thy heart can ſhowto make good her ſo con 
fident aſſurance. Heere eſpecially remember thoſe 
{ fearefull deceits of the Terwporary 3 how like a true 
beleeuer he is, and yet none ; how neere hecomes 
to heauen doore,and yerentersnot, how far he tra- 
{ uels intheway of Canaan,cucn with thoſe //raelites, 
to Kadeſhbarnea within eleuen dayes tourney of the 
| land,and yerneuer ſees it , neuerenioyes it, but is as 
farre off, as if he had ſitren ſtill in Aegipt, and ne- 
ver ſtirred foot out of doore.Conſlider ſeriouſly with 
thy ſelfe how farre Pharaoh, Saul, lebwu, Iudas, Ahab 
and others haue gone in humiliation , ſorrow, de- 
lire, zeale , reformation, and yet for all this hauc 
gone to their owne place. Deale now vnpattially 
with thy ſelfe, and tell mee whetherthou doeſt not 
come ſhort of many of theſe , who neuer yet hadſi 
the heart, yponthe threatning of the word.to relent 
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' and humble thy ſelfe with 4kab, ro confeſſe thy ſins 
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and defire the praiers of Gods children, with Phara- 


practiſe many things with Herod , to be zealous a- 


there, and to follow poore Chri/t with Iudas, Demas, 


ander che copper-ſmith,in cleauing to the truth?may 
ſuch astheſe be wicked reprobates,and yet wilt thou 


they doe behind true Chriſtians?For ynto one of this 
ranke, our Sau/o8r ſaith, Thew art not farre from the 
lingdome of heanen;but vntotheeit cannotbe ſaidthar 
thou art not far from chu, 1ndas, Sanl, Nicolas, Alex- 
ander and other ſuch like rermyporaries: forthey,ſome 
ofthem ſpecially, had many notable graces, ſo thar 
Nicolas was choſen Deacon by the Church, for that 
reuerend reſpe& they had of his gifts , /wdas was an 
Apoſtle,andcould both pray and preach with great 
zeale; generally the common ſort of them may be} 
inwardly affeRed in prayer,conference,hearing the 
word , feele many good:motions , taſte of the pow- 
ers of the life to come, feele ſome reliſhin the pro- 
miſes, tremble at the threatnings, reforme all out- 
wardcorruptions of life, as we haue already ſhewed. 


oh, to be affected with ioy in hearing the word, and| 


gainſt ſinnewith 7chw, to loſe ſome part of thy goods} 
with 4-anias,to forlake the world,and all thy hopes } 


and others, much leſfe to venterthy life with 4lex- j 


pleaſe thy ſelfe ina falſe conceic of thine ownehape | 
pines,who commeltfarre further behindethem then 


| 


|Andthou that makeft thy ſelfeſo'ſurcof heauen art | 


happily a deſpiſer ofthe word and prayer , a ſenſe- 


leſſe blocke , that neuer feeleſt the leaſt glimpſe of a- 


ny ſpirituall motion, a muddy worldling, that canſt | 


not raiſe vp thy ſpiric out ofthe mucke of the earth, | 
K 
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Wherein the 
true Chriſtian 
gocs beyond 
the vnſound. 
Luk.8.15. 


| 


intothe heauens, to conceiue any one pure or refi- 
ned thought. Vhy then haſt thounot the wit thus 
tro thinke with thy ſelfe? VWhar?thoſe that are Saints 
and Angels in regard of mee, ate they yet deceiued 
in judging themſelues to be in ſtate of ſaluationhow 
groſſe then is my errour, in being thus conceited of 
my ſelfe > If ſome that haue iournied in the wilder- 


- | ſtony, or thorny : ſee then what itis wherein the 


| neſſeto Kadefbbirnea,fhall yet neuer exter into Gods 


reſt, (hall thoſe that neuer left Aegipt? Is the ſtony 
ground reprobate ground ? and can the high way 
ground be good? 

As long then as thou art caſt behindethe zemps- 
rary, thou artmiſerably deceined, if-thou thinkek 
well of thy ſelte. Soalſo art thou , though thou haſt | 
attained vnto him,vnleſſewichall thou ourſtcip him, 
| attayning tothat whichno Temporary, aslong as a 


tection of the particular deceitsot the Temporary, 
yetthus much may be added. The chiefe difference 
our Sauiour in the Parable maketh betwixr the 
beſt of the other grounds,and the good,is this;that 
thoſe onely {ignified by the good ground, had good 
and honeſt hearts : for the tary and thorny hearers 
brought foith truit,but they wanted this ſame 2904 
and honeſt heart, and in ſteed thereof, had cyther a 


true Chriſtian excelleth the Temporary, namely, the 
| good and the honeſt heart.T he voneſty of the heart is 
tobe referred to the intents it hath in the doing of 


Jn TO 


.Aymes at the right in that ſhe doth; the goodneficof 


| Temporary , eytheris or can be. | O thou wilt ſay | 
! whats that 2 4/1 have already ſhewed tin the de-| 


| 


| particular actions : fothat is an honeſt heart which 
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|reth all-ſinne, and loueth, ſauoureth; and affe&teth 
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| the heart is to be referred to the inward renewed | 
| | good qualities.So that a good heart is a heart which 


by regeneration is changed; cleanſed and purged of 
the former naughtineſſe , and ſo indued with ano- 
ther kinde of nature,and diſpoſition, whereby it ha- 


things ſpirituall. Herethenis that we muſt narrowly 
examine our ſelues by,ifwe will not be decciued by | 
our owne hearts, in iudging our ſelues to be Gods 

children, when we are not. /f ay manfaith Paul , be 
in Chrif, be muſt become 4 new creature. Hee muſt 
haue that ſame cleane beart of the Prophet created in 


| 


| | lonians ,that they might be /and7;fied throughont in 
| | their ſonles , bodies and ſpirits ; by ſpirit vnderſtan- 


|foule and body.Hereis themaine defe& of the tem- 
'{porary. Though hejmay ſeeme to be renewed in | 


| [other,whichis cloſely harboured,&nouriſhedchere. 


the ground, and doe drinke vp the very creame and 


him,and that ſame right þ7rit renewed in him. Hee 


the quinzeſſence of it. And this happily may alſo be! 
the meaning of the Apoſtle , praying for the Theſe 


ding thefame thingrthat inthe other place tothe Ro- 
mes, the beſt and choyſeſiof both the parts, both 


his mince,yet not in the ſpirit of his minae :tobeſan- | 
Gified in toule and body , yet not- in the /þir:t and 
quinteſſence of both. Hereſerues that for ſome ſin or | 


Like as the thornes haue as it were thebeſt ſpirits of 


flewer therof,ſothat the fruit comes tonothing,being 


muft be renewed in the very ſpiritof his minde.inthe| 
moſt inward and ſubrile parts of the ſoule,as it were | 


pf 
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robbed of it nouriſhment by the thorns.Not butthar 


{there may beandare many ſecret eorruptiens inthe 
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truely regenerate : for even the good ground may 
haue thornes:but yettheſe corruprions incroach not 
vpon the ſpirit of che ſoule; thats reſerued for the 
oraceand ſpirit of God; theſe thornes get not the far 
of the ſoyle ; the good corne feedes on that , the 
thornes doe not grow vp together with,and ſo aſcend 
and climbe vp aboue , and ouertop the good ituit; 
nay the good man plaics the good husband, and is c> 
uer and anon cutting vp thoſe thornes, thereafter as | 
he feeles them. Therefore it is ſaid excellently of the 
good ground, that it bringeth forth fruit excreaſuvg 
and aſcending ; which ſeemes to be ſpoken in oppo- 
ſition to the thormy ground,of which it was ſaid, that 
the thornes grew vp and aſcended , namely,aboue 
the corne. But inthe good ground, though there 
may be thornes , yet the corne aſcends aboue the 
thornes,grace is ſuperiour to corruption,and keepes 


| it vnder. _. - 


Let vs not then deceiue our ſelues with the rem- 
porary forthat we haue ſome feelings , ſome moti- 
ons, ſome good affeions of ioy, feare, ſorrow , or 
ſuch like,if there be bur any one thorne,either of co- 
uetouſneſſe , as in Indas, Demas, Simon Magus,or of 
vaineglory and ambition, as in 1ch#, Agrippa, or of 
any other naughty affeQion, it is enough to choake 
all grace,and ſtarue all goodneſfe; ſo that,as our Sa- 
uiour ſpeaketh, wee mul} necds become vnfreicfull. 
The Diuell can be content to ler vs pray, preach, 
heare,and docall theſe things with ſome feeling and 
affection, and hereupen to iudge our ſelues to be 
true Chriſtians, as long as his intereſt in our hearts 
continues,as longas he may haue ſure hold of vs,by 

= any. 
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[anyone raigning ſinne.For right well doth he know, 
whatſocuer good we conceiuc of our ſelues, wee doe 
but deceiue our ſclues, we areſtill as it is ſaid of $7- 
mon Mags, in the gall of bitterneſſe,and in the bond of 
iniquity. Itftands vs in hand thereforethroughly to. 
gagetheſe deepe hearts,cucntothe bottome; and to 
crye with Dawid, irye mee O Lord; prooke mee,whe- 
ther there be any way of wickednes in me. If there be a 
chorne in thy foote, thou canſt goe but haltingly, if 
any inordinate luſt or deſire bee ingrafted into thy 
affefions,though wich Agrippa thou maiſt be much 
moued with the preaching of the word , yet with 
himthou art bur an halfe and an halting Chriſtian. 
Doth the love of worldly honour, pompe, praiſe and 
profit preuaile in-thee, then know (thou ſpirituall a- 


Ads 8, 


Plal. 13g 23. 


enmity with God, and that in whom the loue of this 

world is in him dwelleth not the lone of the Father Ne- | 1Tobn 2. 
ver then btefſe thy ſoule in any of thy good deſires, 
or affeions. How canſt thou belecne when thou ſeeteſt | Ton x, 
glory of man,and not of God? ſaith our Sanioar: never | 
tell me that thou burnelit in holy feelings , as long as 
thou burneſt no otherwiſe, then the buſh which bur- 
;ned, but conſumed nor ; as loag as the inward cor- 
\ruption of thy heart remaines vowaſted, forall thele | 
' byrnings, thou mayett burye in hell tor cuer. Reſt | gxod. 2, 
[notthen in thy deceiucable feelings and flathings of 

toy, Though theſethy feelings, delires, and morions 

be good,and come not alwaics from Satharic ill illus | 

fon, bur otherwhilefrom the ſpirit of God, as the | 
Scripture plainely teacheth; yer they arenot ſuffict- 


| ent. It is well indeede that thou art come further | 11,1, 6, ,, 


K 3 then 


dulterer, or adultereſſc) that the /one of the world is | lames 4. 4. 
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| then the common ſort of the world, who know not 
| what theſe feelings meane, that being theffonie, or 
| thornie ground, thou artneerer to the nature of the 
| good ground, then the high way ground: but what > 


| becauſe thou art come thus far in the way, wilt thou 
goeno further ? doe{t thou thereforethinke thy ſelfe | 
well enoughtno:as our Sauior {aid tothat yong man, | 


{ 


ſo ſay I to thee, Oxze thing & yet wanting : this ſame 
good and mortified heart. There lies in thee ſome 
leauen of hypocriſie,that muſt needs be purged our, 
ſome roote of bitterneſſe, that nuſt needs be wee- 


ther , thou art come out of «£gyp7/,thou haſt gone a 
| great way in thewilderneſle z thou artnet now farre 
| from Canaan, thou art come cuen to the very next 
borders: two or three ſtrides more would ſet thee in 
the land it ſelfe. Wiltthou now fooliſhly mocke 
thy ſelfe, to thinke thy ſelfe in Cavaey; becauſe thou 
| art on Mount Xebs, within ſight of it, and ſogoeno 
further 2 Wiltthou thus looſe all thy ether labour 
andtrauaile?haſtchou done ſs many things, /«ffered 
ſo many things in vame? haſt thoutherefore prayed, 
| preached, heard, read, conferred, faſted, and ſuffe- 
| red the taunts of the wicked all this while for no 0- 
cher end but to goe to hell together withthem > Oh 


{rake a lictle paines more; thou haft many goodly | 


graccs,and they make theeto ſhine as a goodly and 
beautifull remple of the holy Ghoſt. Onely one 
thing is wanting; thereis ſome errour in thefounda- 


a little deeper ; get alittle more kumilitie of ſpirit, 
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| {ded vp, ſome thornes of couctoulſneſle, pride, vaine- | 
| giory,that muſt needs be cur downe, Loc, my'bro. 


tion; I doubrine,itis ſandy, thou muſt needs digge| 


and 


ht. 
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and truth and purity of heart, or elſe when a ſtorme 
| comes, all thy-other labour abont the building will 
be loſt. I am the more carnefſt in this exhorcarion, | 
becauſe of thoſe fearctull ſhipwrackes, which many 
ſhips richly layden with many pretious iewels of 
| | grace, haueſuffered, in all ages, vpon this rocke of 

| an euill and vnrenewed heart. O then take heed of} 
it, as the very bane and poyſon of all grace, and ſo 
the onely cauſe of thoſe many deceits of the tem- | 
orary belceuer. Enter therefore into thoſe darke | 
cloſets of thy heart, take the /izhr of the word,in the | 
one hand, and the ſword of the ſpirit, inthe other 2 
and whatſocuer Agagite or Arnalckite that light fhal | 
diſcouer, kill, ſpare none with Saul, make hauocke } t 
ofall,anvniuerſal deftrution:ſauebut one,and thou} ' | 
deftroyeft thy ſelfe. VVhatſocuer bee the outward| | 
| {flouriſhing ſhow of thy graces, if ſome ſinne lie co- | 
| Þ} [ucred vnder themar the core, it will poyſonand rot | | 
| [them.Oh how much better tohaue grace lye inthe | 
heart,couered vader many corruptions, as it doeth | 
| 


| often inthe regenerate! for, when corruptionlycsat 
| the hearr,couered vnder many outward graces,then | 

| {it cates vp and denoures the nouriſhment which] 
| {grace ſhould receiue from theheart,and ſo our gra- | 
ces become leane ſtaruelings,and intime thethornes 

/ that at firſt lay hid, ſprout forth, and ouer-grow the 

| | corne, and ſo ynhappily daſh thoſe hopetull begin- j 
| [nings , which ſeemed to promiſe a very large and 
ample harueft. Contrarily, though a man haue ma- 
| ty corruptions , and yet truth of grace lye ſecret- 
ly in theheart, it will, by lictle and lictle eate out all 
_ corruptions. We ſeethen what it is wee muſt 
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Pal. 129. 101. 
| 


TIames 1, 


| 


{ this, thou artbut in a damnablecaſe,whatſocuer thy 


| refrained my feete (that is, my affeRions) from euery 


[that 1 might keepe thy word. And 1ames tells thee, 


| what cucr be thy profeſſion. 


The deceitfulne(ſe of mans heart. I | 


$A ſpecially labour for, if wee would be freed from that 


deceitof heart, wherewith the Tewporarze is begui- 
led, with whom the Diuell playeth, as the Car doth 
with the Mouſe. Hee lets them in ſome ſort goe out 


of his hands,-in that he giueth them leaue to do ma- 
ny things,and dothnot hinderthem in their toy,and 
alacriry of ſpirit, or feruency of zeale, in-which re- 
gard he is ſaid to be caſt out inthe Goſpel! ; bur yer 
as the cat will haue the mouſe {till within her reach, 
thar if ſhe offer torun away, ſhee may preſently ap. 
prehend her: cuenſodoth the Diuell here : he is ſure 
co haue thee within the reach of his paw, as long as 
thy heart within is polluted with the loue of any one 
ſinne: ſee then if thou canſt deceiuethis roaring Ly- 
on, thus ſporting with thee (as ſometime we ſecthe 


poore Mouſe doth the Cat) wholly eſcaping from 
him, by thruſting out that one fanne, that ſkill poſ- 
ſeſſerh and defileth thy hearr,andin ftced thereof in- 
tertaining the word and ſpirit of God. Till thou doſt 


flattering heart tels thee, thou muſt with Danzid re- 
fraine from enery cuill way, before thou can bee the 
true childe of God, atrue keeper of his word. hane 


enzll way, that is, fromthe loueand delight thereof, 


that onely that one ſinne ofan vngouerned tongue 1s 
ſufficient to difcouer the falſencſle of thy religion, 


Cu ap. 


—— 
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- [aRions, or of the 4:95 themſclues. 
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Car XL. 


Actions. 


1 thus ſpoken of the firſt part of the de- 
ceitfulneſle of mans heart in judging, namely, 
in iudging of perſons, now wee come to the ſecond 
in tudging of ations. And this is two-fold, in fore- 
indging, in after.indeing. The iudgement of adniſe, 
and dzrecFion for the doing : and the iudgement of 


the actions. 

The deceits ofthe former kinde arealmoſt infinite. 
The booke would ſwell roo much , and I ſhould but 
weary my felte and the Reader, largely to proſecute 
them all. Onely I will poynt ar fone of the chiefeſt 
heads: Theſe deceits therefore for diredjoz are ei- 
ther in regard of the rs/es for the gouernment of our 


- For the r#/es, our deccitfnll hearts preſcribe ſpe- 
cially three deceitful rules,to ſquare our ations by: 
Firſt, the light of »atwrall wiſedome ; which being ſo 
much degenerated from that at the firſt creation,8& 
of a cleare ſhining lampe, become a ſtinking ſnuffe, 
who ſeeth not that chis light is plaine darkeneſle ir 
ſelf? 7 he wiſdome of the fleſh,s enmity to God Secondly, 
' the cuſtome of the times and examples of the multi= 
tude. As thoigh the way of manners were like the 


em 


Of the aeceit of the heart in gining directions for our | 


cenſure, and ſometimes correcFionafter the doing of | 


| 
| 


The ſecond de- 
ceit 1n iudging 
of actions. 


& 


1 In direRion. 


x For therules, 


: Light of na- 


cure. 


; way to great Market-townes, to be knowne by the 
| multitude of foore-ſteps, trampling and beating vp- 
on | 


4 
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Nemo dubitaret 

| furere ſt cr1 

{ pakcieribusfure- 
rent;nuncſauita- 
tis patrocinii eff 
inſantentium 
terba. Sen. 

| 3 Ourowne | 
intention. 


2 Sam. 6,7, 


n | Prou. 16.25. 


2 For the ati. 
ons themſclues 


decciued hearts chaſe cottemſclues, Buthere that 


| I Againſt the 
whole Lay. 


I Thoughts 
free, 


| the principal. 
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on it? or as though men ſhould be ſo ſilly as fheepe, 
co follow whether ſocuer their companions leade!. 
them? for ſurely how many things are there done 
which would argue the doers, either ſheepsſhly ſimple, 
or r4ginely furious, if they did them alone, or with 
few companions 3 whereas now the multitude of 
their companions in madnes, the onely proofe they 
haue to prooue them(clues in their right mindes, 
Thirdly, our owne znteriion ind meaning that it it 
be good, then fo is the action alſo,which the Scrip- 
rurerefuteth by the example of Yzz44. Theſe are 
crooked rules and blinde guides,which blinded and 


of Salomon is true. Thereis away that ſeemeth good in 
4 mans owne eyes, but the ijaesinercof are the wayes 
of death. , 

The deceit of the heart in judging of rhe actions | 
themſclues is cither againſt the whole Jaw mn gene» 
rall, or is ſpecial, againſteichertable. Allwhich to 
name were endleſlc, VVe will onely cull out ſome of 


Firſt, againſt the whole lawI obſerue three more 
ſpeciall deceits. | 

I . That thoughts are free, that wee ſhall not be 
accountable to God for them. Paul himſelfe,though 
a learned Pharzi/eezyet was thus deceiued in iudging 
of thoughts, not conſented te, which are forbid- 
den inthe tenth commandement. 7 had not knowne | 
(faith he of himſelfe in his Phar:(aiſme) that uſt had 
beene ſinne,unleſſe the law had ſaid,Thou ſhalt not luſt, 
But the grofleneſle of this deceit may caſfily ap- 
peare : forwhat reaſon is there, that the aZFour of 
treaſon 


_— — M4 


| 


{vs zremble even at the very firft riſing of wt. 


| 


| harchingof any finne, is ficft in the thoughts of rhe 


{this, to chinke that our tongue, #7 glory , may be 
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treaſon ſhould be puniſhed, andthe firſt plotter and | 
contriger (hould ſcape? Now the firſtbeginning,and 


heare. And if Kings will haue their ſeruants in their | 
accounts,anſwere cuen for pence, why may not God | 
call vs to a reckoning, eucn for our ſmalleſt debts? 
And if men puniſh words and deeds, becauſe they | 
ſceand know them,why then ihould:not God puniſh | 
our thoughts, whichhee knowes farre better then ' 


| any man can doe our outward atiens? Wee muſt. 


therefore make conſcience of the idle reuings ofour | 
braines, onr very thoughts and imaginations mult | 
4 h | 
toupe,and doc homage to God, who hath required. 


' 


thoughts and motions in our kearts , and /ivne not. 
Bur alas , many doe inuerttheſcarence, and in this 
kinde very boldly fazne, and tremble not. | 

2, That words are but winae : yea, butthey arc 
ſuch a winde as ſhall blow thee violently into hell, 
and (hall be the bellowes to kindle, yea, the fuell to 
feede the flames of that vnquenchable fire. For by 
thy words thou ſhalt be inſlified, ana by thy words thou | 
ſhalt be condemned , and for cuery idle word muſt 
thou give account ts God at laſt cay, vnleſieChrif? 
haue giuen accountforir before, VVhat a dotage is 


j 


\ 


j 


| 


made our ſhame,our greateit ornament, our fouleſt 
deformitie, our beſt,and yet withall oneof our leaſt 

members, a world of wickedneſſe. 
3+ Thar, The outward workes of the Law are ſafſi- 
«ent. Thatin the firſttable, it is enoughto come to 
Church,| 


II— 


of vs to be loued with all our thoughts, and biddeth | £uc-10.27- 


Plal.4.4. 


2. Words 


windc. 


Mat,1 2.36.37» 


7. Outward 
works caough. 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| Math. 19.20. 


2, Againſt ey« 
cher table, 


The brit, 


Math. 22:38, 


| 


bed, &c. in the ſecond enough to liue quietly and 
pay cuery man-hisowne,and not to breake out into 
ſcandals. This deceit pofſeſſedrhe Phariſees , who 
in their interpretation of the Law, reftrained the 
prohibitions of murther and adultery. to outward 
orolſe murther and adulterie. So their PhyladZeries 


© " . 
were not- fo broad, but their expoſitions of the Law 


ring the commandements of the ſecond table, re- 
hearſcd to him by our Savionr , anſwered, All theſe 
haue 1 kept from my youth: but wee muſt know that 


|the Law in cuery commandement is.ſpirituall , and 


bindes the heart as well as the hand. 

Againſt the f7/t table thele decerts. 

I. That th: workes of the firft tableare inferiour 
to the ſecond : hence is that opinion,thar ir is caſier 
ro loue God then our neighbour. Hence alſo it is, 
that there is ofren ſcuerer diſcipline againſt drun- 
kenneſle, theft, blaſpheming of great men, then a- 
painſt prophanation of the Sabaoths, blaſphemous 
oaths, and other ſuch like,as great breaches of the 
firſt table, as the named (innes are of the ſecond, 
Whereas yet the firſt and great commanndement 6, 
T hou fhalt loue the Lord thy God. 2 ThatGod may 


| Church, and to mumble ouer a few praiers in ones| 


were as narrow, In the ſaineerrour was he; that-hea. 


TX I C1TUEC | 
omnes religi ones 
recle incedere, 


| rally we preferre beforethoſe commanded by God. 


be worſhipped according to out owne deviſe, with- 
out the warrant of his owne word:hence that Athe- 
iſticall o--ni-religzon,and that opinion that all religi- 
ons do well,a man may be ſaued in any:hence thoſe 
ſiwarmes of wil-workes , and worſhips, which natu-, 


But ſhall the King ſer downe himſfelfe the rule of his 


owne| 


Py Wea 


— OY © > 
o 
ey 


|wiſedome, ean he take it well, that our folly ſhould 


| - Againſt the ſecond Table there are alſo many de» 


—— Ct oor toeoc oc 


methinks it is vaſanory raking in this dunghill,ler vs 
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owne honor to bepertormed by his ſubieQs,andnot | 
leaue itfreeto euery country clowne , todoe as they | 


liſt: and ſhall we, farre more vnable to ſet downe a- 
ny faſhions for Gods Religion , then the rudeſt ru- 
ſicke is for a Kings ciuil] worſhip , ſhall wee , I ſay, 
take vpon vs to determine ought of our ſelues, in 
Gods worſhip ? Men haue thought it a diſparage- 
ment tothem, when their ſeruants being comman- 
ded to doe ſomething , haue done otherwiſe; nor 
yet in contempt, but becauſe they did fee that 0- 


ther way , which they tooke, to be better for their | 


Maſters purpoſe, then that which was commanded 


them. Craf/us cauſed his Maſon to be whipped, for | 


that being commaunded to fend him the greater 
maſt, hee ſent him the lefſe, onely becavſc he knew 
itto be fitter for the turne whereto he woyld vie it. 


I29 


Gell, noÞ, At- 
ticd,1,C.13. 


Doe menthus ſtand vpon it ? foohiſb men, will they 
haue their owne wayes followed , withour giuing 
place to the better courſes of rheir inferiours; and 
can Ged , whoſe fooliſhneſſe is wiſer then our beſt 


thus take head to thy ſelfe, preluming to checke,and 
correQthis wiſedomie ? | | 


&its; as, That euery man may be for himſelfe, and 


The ſecond, 


| make the moſtof his owne, and doe with his owne | 
| as heliſt;that the 97cions and ſporting lyeis nothing, 
whereas Galat,1. 10. wee muſt not ſpeake trueth to | 


pleaſe men,much leſſethenlye :thar it is the {igne of 


abaſe minde,toput vp an infury,whichyetthe ſcrip- |. 


ture termeth 9ur glory,and an hundred ſuch like.But 


there- 


Rpt 


 Pron 9,:1, 


© —_— Crore err 
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ſ 


|indgement of actions ater they be done , and fee 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


therefore leaue this point , and come to the hearts 


how thar alſo is decertfel. 


C H A P, X l I - | | 
The acceitfull indgement of the heart in cenſuring our 


2 In cenſares 
of 

Is Good. I, 
| condemning, 


i 


2. Ouerpri- 
Zing them. 


2, Euill,by 


| TI. Tuſtifying 


| them, 


Iohn 16.1, 
| 


1 Folix ſeelus 


virt us vocatur, 
| Tullins de die 
rin l,2. 


—_—— 
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| ning the innocent, and accuſing vs for them, asif 


| his nauigation ; loc,(aith he, how the geds approve 


actions already done, and more ſpecially the ſhifts it 
vſerh for excuſing of ſinfull ations. | | 


OW ir is deceitfull,not onely in the ſentence 
+ Vit patleth vponewi// aRions,but alſo vpon god, 
I. For good ations, two wayes, firſt by condem- 


wee had ſinned; as when an Anabapriſts conſci- 
ence accuſeth him for ſwearing before a lawful Ma- 
giftrate, lawfully exaCting it, when a Papiſts for ea» 
ting an egge in Zeyt. 2. by ſetting the good wee 
haue dene at ſo higha rate, makinga greatdeale of | 
nothing. | _ 

2, ForeuillaQions, the iudgement of our hearts | 
is deceitfull two waies. 

Firſt , in iuſtifying the gnilcy; acquicting vs for 
them as if wee had done well ; as thoſe our Savienr 
ſpcaketh of, that ſhould indgeof the murther of the 
Apeſiles, as of good ſeruiceperformedto God. And} 
this deceit is the ſtronger , if the ſinne be happy in 
ſucceſſe. Then vilewickednefle ſhallbe graced with 
the name of vertue it ſelfe. Dioni/izs after his ſpoile 
of an Idols temple, finding the windes fauourablein 


of {acriledge. Hee bleſſed himſelfe in his ſuppoſed 
ſa- 
4 


—__ 


facriledge, becauſe of the good ſucceſle that inſued. 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans hears. 


This was likely alſo robe Jeroboams deceit , that his 
Calues were not ſo cuill, when he ſaw how the Pro- 
phet, which ſo thundred againſt them, was after- 
wardſlaineof a Lyon. This alſo was the deceit of 
thoſe,wjues in Jeremy”, that juſtified their idolatrous | 
incenſing to the Lucene of heaven, by the plenty and | 


peace then enjoyed .in regard. of that ſcarceneſſe' 
which followed the leauing of thatIdolatry. Like as | 


the deſart,where was want of all things, in regard of | 
that which was in egps, they preferred 4egipt'3 as 
now many,blinded viiththe ſame deceit, preferrePo- 
pery inthe ſame reſpe&,beforethe Goſpell. But for 
the deliuering of our ſelues from this deceir,wemuſt 
know , that we muſt judge of the goadnefle of the 
ſacceſſe, by the goodneſle of the ac#19v, nor contra« 
rily of the goodnefle of the 4707, by the geedneſle 
of the ſacceſſe. 

Neyther is this deceit of judging our finfull aQi- 
ons, lawfull , and good, proper onely to theblinde 
worldlings, bat incident alſo to thoſe , thar haue 
ſome knowledge, and ſenſcof Religion,yea often to 
the truely godly themſe]ues. Daxid cries out, who 
knoweth the errowrs of bis waies ? How many ſecret 
ſinnes haue the beſt, which they are ſo farre frem 
accounting ſinnes , that they beare themſelues our 
in them, asiuſt and warrantable? Of this kinde was 
the Polygamy of the Patriarchs wholcliving and dy- 


| 


Atom. 


ing in that finne, wichout ſpeciallrepentance for it, | 
ro beimputcgto this deceitfulneſſe of heart, wee | 
nowſpeake of. Ang ſono doubr is it ill with vs.that | | 


many of the //raclites, when they were brought into 


131 


1 King. 13.2, 
24-3 3+ 


lerem. 44.18, 


PlL19. I2. 
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many 
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many {innes goe current with vs , without the leaſt 
checke, inregard of the generall ſway of the times. 
But this deceit is farre more grieuous inſome, who 
being ſomerhing liketrue Chriſtians, ( but indeede 
are not) are often fouly illuded by S4than.So that as 
Math.z.ig. jonce J1s/eph tooke the conception of the holy Ghoſt to 
be an adulterous ſeede ; forheſemencontrarily take 
adulterous conceptions , that is ſome thoughts and| 
affe&ions which ſpring from pride, and vaineglory, 
to beſpirituall conceptions of the holy Ghopb, and to 
come from zeale,and piety; and as once E//& thoſe 
mockers A&s 2. impured the true worke of the ſpj- 
«Sam.r.14. | Tit tO drankenneſſe: lorhelerhroughthe deceitfulnes 
of their hearts, father vpon the ſpirit certaine moti- 
ons anda&tions, that are indeede the fruit of a cer- 
tainekinde of drunkenneſſe and giddineſſe of intoxi- 
| | catedmindes” I 
| 3. Exculing | Theſccond thing, wherein the ludgament of the 
them,by heart touching our linnes ſhewes it deceitfulnefſe; is 
this ; Thatif the ation be ſo groſle, as that ircan- 
| not be excuſed in irtſelfe, yet to excuſeit , as itwas 
done by vs. That though it cannot excuſe it whol- 
ly , yer it will exceedinglyextenuateir, making it 
to be invs,andaswedid it,buta venjall, a petty and 
pardonable ſfinne. As thevniuſtſeward in the Go: 
pell for a hundredpeunds fer downe fifty, fo deale 
we, nay farreworfe , with our debts to God, thatis 
our ſins. Talents are madefarthings : and farthings 
meere nethings. Great ſinnesare made little ſnes; 
| and little ſinnes nofinnes. And heereeſpecially doth 
| the cunning deceitfulneſſe of the heart excell. It 
doth ſo ftraine and ftretch it wits, euen as it were on 
renter] 


——_c. 
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| tenter-hoakes for to finde our excuſes , asit were fig- 
| leaues ro;coutr gur:nakedneſle, andrhickers ta lurke 
| in, 1fir might'be, vneſpied by" Gadhimfelfe, This is 
| that deceit Dauid meant, when heeſaid, Bleſſed 25 that | plum, 32.2, 
| wan 13 whoſe heart there is no guile, namely,tominſe 
| ormittigatethe grienovſnes of his finae; bythe in- | 
| vention of witty and calourable exoutes, :and cxte-| 
' nuations. And this;as'it may ſeome; he ſpake our of 
his owneexperience,in that his grieuous finne in the 
matter of /riah. For in this point the Scripture tax- 
eth him for want of vprightneſſc of heart,and there- | 
fore alſo himiſclfe'ar length , in his repentance, ta- | 
king notice of it in himſelte, criethout, © Lord,thow | pry... 
laueft the truthin the inward parts,thereby implying, | 
that in that ſinne hee had diſcouered much deecit 

and want of truth and vprightnefſe; now!:in what | 
more then in this,that he ſewed c»/bions vuder his el- | 
beowes,that he might ſleepe ſecurely in his finne, and 
after he had built the wall, bee daubed it with the wvn- | Eze,r3.10.20., 
tempered morter of his owne vaine andfrigolous ex: | | 
| cuſes;as that a King had equall authority ouer all his | 
|ſubieRs,and therefore, tince ſome muſt needs be ex-"| 


| poſed to more perill in the warres then others, hee] *' _ | 


_ [might as well put Jrjaþ tothat hard lor, as another; | 
[that as long as Yriah was not {lainewith his.owne | 

hands, but in the warres , hee was not guilty of his 
death, and diners ſuch like inuentions. And' who | 
ſhall not in ſome meaſure diſcerne this deceit ? how i 
| buſily . will our hearts lay abour them to finde. 
ſomepretenceorotherfortheleflening ofourſinnes; | 

|to make theny ſeeme lefle odious and vgly then in- | 

| deede they are? So thar, though, when wee come to | | 

| gtuc "My 
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The deceirfulneſſe ofmans heart. 


giue iudgement., wee cannot wholly free our ſelues, 
but maſt” needes give in the verdi& againſt our 
ſclues, yer wee will-doedt as fauorablic, and with as | 
greatreſpe&t as may be.. Like D4nid that when hee | 
could nor but ſend his ſubicas againſt 4b/alom, yer ' 
willed them to-haue ſpeciall\careofnot hurting him. | 
But when our deccitfull:;hearts would vrge vs. to 
ſhew this fauour to-our 4b/alvmes,toour darling fins, 
wee ſhould no more regard them,then /o4b did Da- 
uids charge concerning 4b/alom , but with ſtomacke 
and courage runne them through with the two ed- 
ged fword of the ſpirit , and noras viually wee doe, 
onely giue them alittle pinch with our finger, or 
pricke with a pinne.. But let vs ſee the particulari- | 
ties of theſe deccittull excuſes. Ab 
The firft:is; to pledd the corruption of nature, O 

ſay ſome, whenthey: arciuſtly chaleng'd, we are but 

fleſh and bloud, barne in {inne, our-corrupt nature 

as a mighty ſtreame catries vs away violently. Ve 

are butweake'ffrailemenzno 5«ints,no Angels. Thee! 


fee not thar chiis:ſofirre fromileflening,that it ra- 
ther aggrauateththeir {inne;! Foras the Ph;loſopber 
ſaies of thoſe thart:excuſle their ſinne-by drunken- 
neſſe,.that they deſerne denble punift ment, firſt for | 
the drumkennefle,; then far: the finne. committed in 
and by. their drunkenneſle >-fo; likewiſe is if heeie. 
We deſerve-double damnation,firſt forthis corrup-- 
tionof ournature, and then for the fruits of it, in 


our actuall tranſgreſſions 3.becauſe as the drunkard 


' made vs holy andrightcous , after his-owne image, |* 


is the cauſe of his owne driinkenneſle; fo: wee like: | 
' wiſe of our owne corruption! of-nature:, far. God: 
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but | 
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; but we our ſelues in our firſt parents defiied and cor- | 


| rupted this holy nature. Andrtherefore Darid when 
' in that pevitentiall Pſalme his repenting heart euen 
| tudied with it ſelfe » how te make his {inne our of 


| meaſure ſinfull, and to raiſe it vp to the higheſt de- 


| gree of rebellion, hee bringerh in the mention of his 


corruptnature, as an amplification thereof, 7» ſnne 
w4s 1conceined;and in iniquity brought forth. And leaſt 


ic to lefſen his ſinne,he addeth, thou loweſt the truth, 


| 
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2 Examples 


it might be thought that he did cunningly alleadge dy 


inning, 


no ſuch deceitfull cloaking. * 


No#hs drunkenneſſe, &c. How many are there that 
vpon theſe examples, doe beare and/boulſter them- 
ſelues out in thefameor the like finnes? But what a 
ſtrange deceit is this, thatthat which'incteaſeth ſin, 
ſhould be vſed as a diminution thereof ? for by how 
much the perſon that ſinneth is greater, by ſo much 
alſo is theſinne it ſelfes Adultery by Danzds exam- 


ple was made ſo muck the viler , by how much Da- | Avdiavt qui ns 


ids holines exceeded others. Againe what a grofle 
| deluſion is this , thatthat which igdeede isan argu- 
; ment offeare, ſhould be made an argument of bo/4- 
eſſe in finning ? for who in his right minde would 
| notreaſon thus with himſelfe? Did Danid, Peter,and 
' other ſuch worthies fall ſo dangerouſly, that had ſo 
| excellent a meaſure of the ſpirit ? oh then it ſtandeth 
| mein hand to looke tomy ſelfe, whole feet arefarre 


| more feeble; and ftand in farmore lippery ground. 
| Surely; if the-Saints-#ere Aliueagaine , and heere 
| | Ol 


with 


The' ſecond cloake arethe examples of the faults of 
holy and godly men , ſpecially ttioſe-in the Scrip- 
ture; as Dauids adultery; Peters deniall, Zors inceſt, 


{ gerdi, Avg, in| 


ceciderunt ne” | 

cadant, qui ce. | 

ciderunt, vt ſur- | 
Text, non caden. | 
fl exerp's pro- 
penitur, fed, [i 
ceciderts,reſur- 


f 
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Ceciderat lapſu 
cupiditati:,now 
patrocinto ſan- 
flitatis.Correp- 
tus eſt per I*ro- 
phetam, non lap- 
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of the example of ſome; Prophet before him), there 


ſus eft in Pro. 
pheta.Hoc inte 
am4s quod Da» 
uid in ſe odit? 
Aug, in Pſal,1.\ 
Heb. I2.1e. 
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But their vawarrantable examples are l:ke rhe black 
{parc of the cloud, whici whofocuer ſhall-follow, 
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The deceirfulneſe of mans heart. 


with vs on earth, as there would be divers other 


matters of griefe vnto them, ſo I thinke nothing 


mote, then to ſce the horrible abuſe , as of their ver- 


| 


twes, lo of their im1perfedt ions; of their verrars, when 
in that regard, they are defiled, by the ſuperſtitious. 
[dolater : of their infirmzies and imperfections, when 
for them , they are maderhepatrons of hatcfull and. 
ſhamefull deformities by the looſe ibertine. As i | 
would grieue them to ſee thoſe vertues, the weake- | 


nefle whereof made them to fall downe before God, 
in humiliation,to be raiſed, vp to ſuch an height, as.to 


"4 { ». Sag in 2 3 © 
make ochers falldowne ththem in adoration:loalforo. 
ſee their fins, whichwrought ſoap inthemſelues, to 


worke impudencie in others. 1 Damid had committed 
adulcery,as thinking it no ſuch great matter,becauſe 


had bin ſome marecalour in this.excule.. Byt David 
fell,onely through his owne —_ encegnot vpon | 
any patronage of holy mens examples : A Prophe: | 
with his words rebakedhim for his fin 3 Ns Prophet | 
with his deeds fleſhed him» his {tn : why doeſt thon 
[ove.inthy {elfethat which Dazid hared in himſelfe? 

To conclude this poynt;the examples otholy men 
in things imitable are comparedby the boy Ghoſt ro 
the //raelizes cloud .thatled them inthe wilderneſle. 


with theſe Egyptians , together with them he is like 
ro be drowned in the fea of eternall deftruftion. 
The third fhife is their 7gnorance, and wantof lear- 
ning. They ſay they are no ſchollers.nor book-lcar- 
ned.. And therefore, howſocuer theſerhings they are 


| - TR ac- 
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| T hedeceiofulneſſe of mans brarts 


2ccuſed of, Would beidcarſatolerabledn others, 
| #i th&rin"theyoare vory.xculables Pogahs 


fold 77 morance. Aplaine and frwp 
a wilfuland affe&e 
thoughir | 
excuſe; The ignaran yo 
not. eXeuſethreumhis Courty-and thinkeſts 


ce of thy princah: Layers, will. 


wighe,the plez of igaoranceſhall be heard? for asthe 
Princes lawes a6 princedandpubliſheg,andcherefare. 
may be knowne, vnleſle we beeither careleſice or wil- 
full; fo alſo are Gods. Art thou then ignorant? the 
fault is thine owne , it cannot therefore ſaue thee 
harmles.No, the ſeruantnar knowing his Maſterswill 
muſtbe beate with ſome ſtripes,ifhe doit not,though 


uns | oP a” X VE  F ww 


1 ther” Hlcpuery;| | 
of this.deceireinmhynderitand;thandaereiisaose-! 
pleignoranee,and allo, 
d.Theplainand{unplc ignorance, 
Mmaf Exhcnaate yi fee ut earnotal tagether, 


hou thas.! 
in Gods court, whois farre ſeuerer then any.morcall| | 
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Luc.13.47.48. | 


| nodwith:ſo many, ashe,rthatknowing ir, docs ir nor. 


vilfull,and affetFed, then heſhallbebctenwithas ma- 
ry, ifnotmere: forthis kind of ighoranceincreaſerh 
the ſin rather,thenady whit lefſens it; andhere;as in 
thecaſe-of drunkennes , doublepuniſhment is wor-- 
| |thily: deſerucd ; becauſethey doc willingly (hurtheir 
; owneetes thatthey might notſce,and doc of {et pur- 
; poſe izle themfelues: in ignorance, though the: 


But yer, ifhis ignorance, be the 2, kind of ignorance, | - 
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Auth, op. imper- | 
fel. in Math, 
hom. 4.4 nec po» 
tft eis eſſe ex- 
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| ighron'every fideincompaſſethems, thinking there- 
by: tro procure tothemſelues a liberty of ſtnning, 
| withour guiltineſſe. Bur theyare decciued * heere 
.| truely hath place that ſayng , .The ignorance of the 
irathcanbe ne excaſets ſauce their. condemnation, who 
' had they ba# a willita ſeeke the truth, might eaſuly bane" 


| 


cuſatio condem- 
Nathn4 iomorge 
tia veritatu, 
quibys fujt in- 
veniends facul- 
teefifuiſer. 
querends vos 
lundas. 
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had the kill to findeirt.: They. double their guiltineſle,. 
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\|gnorantia di- 
lirecte,et per ſe ſit 
| volamterie, ſecut 
cum aliquisſus 
ſÞmre ne{cit, vt 
\oberns peccer. 
Et talu 51nora. 
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| blatne. Harpa?, a blind:womanin.Savcts, would riot | 
| yet'be perſwaded that.ſhe was blind avefound fault 
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al:ogether disburden” our-ſeluestheteds. "Wherein 
the kiearr of man is ſo-fubrle., thavitixn:can 63de out; 


thelc cecentan necation;othat 
ſhall'be ſoffictent to oy iblelfe'ofall manner; of | 


wirlifthe houſe wheteinſhe wagasbeingerdudatke: 


{STareth it vith'vs inourfpiritaglillindiedibando- 
ther- ſuch like defeas hare is itif-wee fndenor out 
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t145 contra carne 
fac adulterium, 
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3 884 concypiſcit 

aduerſns carne, 

| lyutam vides, 


viflum non vi- 


| S;"4uft1n. Thefleſh luſter 


Dy wichout incerruption.: 


"1 2. | Ing the feftiphte contd ho fo Blellehix forfeibdis 


finne , hee\could'yor-lye:tumbling, in: his mirc, 
but was forced to'riſe vp ,- and math. himſclfe in 
 the' waters" of irepemtance; | Afd/wilt thou; that 
— r:downe to {info never: rilelt a: 
| game vnleſſecic beas' thoſe 1frablites;. rhar are 


 riumyſi non c1n- | dgzpye 20 tate and -Hrinke , and roſeripro play; that 


is,tothe doing of ſome worſematter, wiltthou plead 


+ doe wot alſo luſV againſt thefleſo;thew conn adulte- 
#y:For what” ſho#ld hinder? Bun if the fdirit.lnfb againſt 
the 


{ - || (m, Toh. ſer. 43: 
] 


- o _ * 


| deo, In euang, | 


2:7151610 1891 203 34d 


wholly Uauvquiford 1cannor. i - 


- 


_ . = - ———— - — > 
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rheztombarof the flo; and the pirir2iExxellently! 
bagdinft riwypirito' tf theyfi- 


; then 7 may ſeo thee indeed forewalyaſaun, 


— Well/ 


_— —— . 


CS Cee et tes aa ee. 


| Thauecaitfuldeſſcofmanc hears. . 
| "Wellizhen the fwrirgorwratrocannat dxeuſertheigg 
fines by tHik-firſh boar kbattcih, AndShey being; 
allenegn avtuling gbefic{h;they; accule chemfeiges:} 
Wharthent any theregeherate?Negher; for wheres| 
as theſeſo.inthemiwgllelya Sw antleeprivefdeadily;} 
| romdtdtby Gdd ,aifagdimdedian; Adeatyen-; 
| cbbycthexconrmniety>btiihe /Aiviecilitar tLey yet | 
 ſhoul&be\fmpled bytib ſh, charabefigh ſhould io | 
 farrgpreuailemichtham, as eo: bring:torth the fruits | 
of tifdbediencepnhisddgranthiratheeth adde, then | 
anp3gH00 to dimibifbotcticindi] eJaraetbrahewick: 
cd rhayarenothing but flſfkodbeyhave rio aduerian | - 
rictgthofldhin themſclues;that night buckde wich, 
| it : butrho gadlytheyhanerhefirie, which obicſelle 
as Cht/t#-faiesy as, prowjptriiitend? grlavit Shape by y Math.26, 
our (ſovhand-degligentondilaplciic. (Fherafore whey 
Sceitiitotziponixhott /prahndorenhonts the godly tg 
pood-dutics,/bechuſronEabe degeneration gf their 
nature; whereby theyrave, infame.meaſurs-inabled 
to fubdbcaheitxormptiba Sandfo.ts. performe;obe- | 
dience[as/Suvamen, haviegmiade: mention of: gur 
newbirth >af husawss ry beget he: vs,by the word of | Tamar. 18.19, 
ruth, thereypotauterrath; Wherafare 1:4; ewery man 
: be ſwiſs to-heare, flon3d prake;s 2 And pAetergha- 
 vingexbogteditb:iaachanrHiie ric WW 4.4 pune PA(TE 
| fernent&ranvetettialiereaton, Brigd 816 4 Hem i164 | 
of mortall ſeed; butihadosrall; &ees Now itigfhamg- | g. 4 
fullforaman;chat liathfireogibgangis furnihed with | | 
 Weaponsg, ta fufferdicitheetaie. kei put inok 
( him:Soavitiforthbrehenohtemine whom Go ul | 


3 Pet.rt.22.23. 


{ . 
; ' 
. pF F 


kis regeneration hath indued with ſpicivalilite and, 


ſtrengu, [whereby be.niight baable.to ive againn WEE nh! | 


an {| } 


D — —_—_ —__—_— 
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| 
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2, Vpoa the 


} 
( 


\ Therforethe ApoRledoth noccxtenmatc, bur aggra- 


' | fleſh, that, thefleſhis fill-fo-luftpand liucly in you, 


Theadrcoinfulngſenfmaneheart.. 


and makehis parrgood with theflcſb; ro-fllſtr ic co| | 
| r6bbe him oFanyfpiritadll grace> Specially whenas]| 


| che deſhin them isas ani vridething ; cruſhed anderot! 


vnder theirfezte. VWhata (hanwis.this for amanto: 
be onercomeby!his baſe vaſlallpwho was:once'atrea-! 
dy befot$#ouercotebyrhinifelitr. This chetefore is} 
matrerof hawiliation\ antiidcepwr aggrauation:iof| 
our finnes, thar-GoThaving dilanried theſfby#;, and 
ſubiced ittovs, yeowe by ourfauouring of ir;, as 
the 1/raclites the Crnuanites have naurithed: a ſhake 
 in-our owne bofornts/;!:andhauelfuffered ir raigrow: 
 rothat head, tharitſhould beready/troouermaps vs.) 


uate thefaQions ofthe Cormuldans,by —_ 
things came from thefig&inthern age were fruies.| | 
of theircarnally .*'Therdforohe faigs by wayiof'vp-7 
braiding, yet ar yerxapuall. Mans deecitfull heart] 
would haue holpen- the marter with this, Alafle ! 
though wee be regenerate, 'yerwee aceſtill alſo car-| 
nall in-part , ahd'the-fls4 will þoworking. Butthe | 
hely Ghoſtrecortsit thus + as yawarenaturally car- 
nall, ſo by your new birth:,: yee:now are become 
ſpiricuall: what-aſhameghea is-thisfor'y ar the 
ſpirit performes his officeno. better iniquelling the 


that one would'thinke .yourwere wholly carnall-and 
not ſpirituall at all; that afterfolong a time of your 


, 


regeneration, you are yer ſo carnal, thefle/b ill car- 
ries ſo firong ahand over you?:Thar:ſhiftingthen of 
the favſt ro the fleſh isidle, 'whetherinthe wicked, 
orin the Godly; 21 DOLAN (21 DONS, 2: 
The ſecond tranſlation of ſinne is vpon the qe | 
' an 


- tn 1 © - 
£- , oy 


| E The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


i 


fions of good, becauſe theway, in which'onely-wee 
'can worke;is declining apace, and charfeatfull»ight | 
approacheth wherein none can worke. + . | 


| 0u5;but the city will pat. a max to great.chargeiel 25 not. 


 ——— 


and places, where weliue,and the wickednefle of men 
with whom wee conuerſe. Becauſe the times gene- 
rally areſs corrupt andcuill, therefore wee thinke if 
we be corrupt in them, the fault is not ers, but the 


| 


times. S, Pauls argumentis cleane contrary , Redee- phe, 16, 


ming the time, becauſe the aaies be euill, The badneſſe 
of rhe times did nor ſerue with S. Paw/for & cloake 


| to excuſe our conformntic corthe times , in waſting | 
gour tire wickedly, as orhers doe; but as a ſpurre to. 
[excite vs to be fo much the more carefull of our. 


clues, not to be ſwaied with the commen ſtreame, | 
in the idleand prodigall-oxpenſc of our time; btt.co | 
reſcae it out of rhe hands of ſinfull vanities, and to | 
{penditwholly for the gaod ofour owne ſoules. And 
good reaſon have weto make this yſcof the corrup- 
tionof the times ;for, if the aire be generally infecti- ; 
08s; had we notncedro'beſfoimuctiche moretric 
110ur diet, and carefiill inche:vic:of wholeſomepre- 
ſeruatives ?-Surely the worſe the times are , the nee- 
rergrow they to their end , and therefore ſo much 
the more apprehenſiue ought we to. be'of the occa- 


But yet, forallthis, itismo lefle vſuall for mento 


bfe. 


| , —- p 4 Non evo ſum 
vie this-excuſe it defence of:their owne enormilles | ambitions :/ed 
now. thei it hart beene heretofore, Serecy thew- | 1m : 
| | get | | | - | fer viuere poteſ”s 
&h howin hisritve many wonld bercady topleade;,, .., -:2 
thus for themfelbes, 7.4m not ambitions 5 but no man | (elwbsiaſa | 
( 648 line other wiſe in Rome. 1 anno; prodighllyſumptn-| 


nemo Kome ale j 


magnas impen- | 
| fas ex'git.Non .. 
eſt meuns vits... 
of, #n.&, 

| kg 


myfanlt that as $et 1amnerentrid into aſeticd conrſe s 
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} Quid nos deci- 
prin ? won eſt 

extrin/ecus hoc 

maium,intra 


Ignis non refert 
quam magni, 


nam etis maxi- 
mum ſolida non 
receperiit ; rur- 
ſus arida, et 
corripi faciliz 
ſcintilam quo« 
quefouent vſq; 
ad incendium, 
Sene*p.18. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


Philip. 4.22. 


d] 


| 

Lot in-peruer- 

ſacinuitate is, 
AY'T MW 

flus,n monte. 

peccanit, * 


_—_—— 


ns ef, in viſte- 
ribus p/isheret, 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. I 


| Life: 1t is my youth and hos bloud that doth this. But 
| as he excellently addeth,!#hy doe we acceinc our ſelues? 
' This eniil is not from withont , from any extrinſecall 


| canſe,it is within vs; it ftickes in our very bowels. If we 


| 


| 


| 


ſed qu incidat : \ much how great the-fire be which lighteth vpon a 


lined elſewhere, in other places, and companies, vn- 
lefle our hearts within were changed, we ſhould (till 
bethe ſame men. For, that it is not in the place, 
that we arc thus and thus peruerted , will appeare.e- 
uidently , if wee caſt oureies vpon others , that haue 
lived in as euill times and places , and yet like fithes, 
retaining their ſveetneflc in the ſalt ſea, like Sala» 
manders , vnleorched in the fire. It matters not ſo 


place, as of what quality the thing is, whereon it 
lighteth : for cucna great deale of fire falling vpon 
hard and ſolide ſubſtances would nos once kindle, 
and alittle ſparkle in:dric,chippie,combuſiible mar- 
ter hath quickly. burntvpall. Soit skils notfo much 
what theplace be , as what the minde. Mindes well 
diſpoſed , and carefully watching ouer themſelues 
haue continued in. the corrupteſ} places without 
ſpot ,.as 1oſeph, Nehemiah, Daniel, Obadiah, in the 
courts of Pharavh, Artaxerxes, Nebuchadonezer, A- 
hab; and S. Paul maketh mention of Saints in Neroes 
court, thatmonſter of nature. Contrarily, the minde 
being ſecure, or otherwiſe ill diſpoſed, the beſt pla- 
ces haue beene no priuiledges againſt {inne.. Wit- 
nefle 4darn, that {inned in Paraadzſe, the Devill, that 
fell in Heanen,in Gods owne courr.Lo falling in Gods 
court, and ſtanding in Neroes, Lot continued chaſtin | 
filthy Sedeme,: and yet fell grieuovſly in the ſolitary ! 
&tctired mougtainecyniultlyrhenare places charged. | 


on? As 
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| | wholly depriug thy ſelfe of theſe neceflary comforts, 


| 


/ 
| 
' 


| of our partientarcallings: therefore bri/t will rather | Mat.14. 23, 
' rob his cics of ſleepe; & pray all njght,then,by pray-\ Euc.6.12, 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


As vniuſtly,inthe 3. place, are ourcatlings,and the 
imployment of them; which;ſay many,areſuch,thar 
they muft needs negle&t thekingdom of God in prai- 
| er,reading,meditation,{anctification of the Saboths; 
| which ifto doe befia, not they but their call;ngs muſt 
| be called into queſtion, 'Burt wee muſt know thatno 


| calling is a calling awaytrom God,no vocationis an aus-| yur z.cy, 
cation from godlines:bur'as our Sauivr ſpeakes of the 
Saboth, fo allo may it beſaid of our callings : Man was | 


| not made for callings,hat callings for manghar is, forhis | 
| good,not for his hurt orhinderance of his ſoule.Cer- | 
| raine therefore iris that this is but adeceitful:excule: | 
for Dauid,& Daniel taken vp withthe:many,8& waigh- 
ty affairs of ciuill gouernment(alas,whatare thy oc+ 
caſtons to theirs) they yer could findleylure to pray | 
thriſc a day. Andtellme,thou,whothus pleadeſt the 
troubleſome diſtra&ios ofthycalling,dothey ſoipoſ. 
ſeſſe thee, that thou'canſt neither ſleepe, noreate and 
 drinke; for all thy bulineſles,l dare ſay,thou doſt not 


| And art thou yet tolearn,thatchefe are nor fo necel- 
ſary for thebody,; but the exerciſes of 'Gods ſervice 
' are as neceſſary cuery way for the ſoule?Remember 


 theexamples of the woman of Samarza, leauing her , Toin 4 28. 
YC.2,15, 


' pitcherat the well, &of the ſhepherds; leauing their | 
' locks ſor the buſinesof Chriſtz8 learcie by them that | 
our particular callings multgiue place tothe general | 
 callingofChriftianity. And good reaſon.Onekindnes : 


| deſerues another.Qur general calling of Chri/tianity | 


is notfo vniuſt,as co ſeize ordinarily vpon allthertimse | 


3- Vpon our 


callings, 


| 1g 


'Y 
We tr nr nn err wont + arr 


— — —— _—————— - 


PE AEEBBnnas arr. ma i III > I AI Ir. A. <A LEE PHASES De Nee IS ar ee. PR 


| 148 


| 


_ —— —— CO — —  - ——————— 


- ! dition of life, 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


\ in all the daytime, rob his perſovall calling of it due 


| rime : Vhy thenſhould our: parciculer callicgs beſo! 


| vnkindeas toencroach ypon our generalicalling,and! | 
 torake from it that little time of the mor xing and eve- 
| 712g, not content with her owne fo large allowance ; 
| like the rich man in Aathars parable, that ſtolefrom: 
the poore man his. one onely fheepe , having many 
of his owne. Ir had beene more tolerable tor the 
poore man, tO haue taken one of the rich mans. And 
' of the twoit is more allowable for the generall cal- 
| ling,to makebold with thetime of our per/onallthen 
' contrarily: both becauſe our gexerall calling hath nor 
the zitheof thavtimewhich the per ſonal hath , as al- 
ſo, becauſe the workes of this calling arefarre more 
| worthy and excellent, as thoſe which directly and 
| immicdiately reſpe&t God himſelfe. And yet thou 
wouldeſtnotallow this fora iuft excuſe in.him, that 
all the fixe daies hath negleQed his particular cal- 
| ling ,that-hedid attend, all that while, Praier, Rea- 
| ding , Meditation. How then ſhould thine owne 
| negleR of Gods ſervice vpon the Sabeath , and the 
| mornemgs and exenings of other dayes be excuſed, 
| thinkeſt thou by the following of thy worldly occa»| 
| ions ? foras vnderpretencg of praier and meditati- 
| on wee. may not become Moxks, and wholly gine | 
| ouer our occaſions inthe world: ſo neither, vnder | 
| pretence of our worldly occaſions, may we become | 
| prophane worldlings , and wholly forlake the wor- | 
' ſhip of God. B-: | 
Others blame the condition of their life, O ſay they | 
| wee are poore men, that haue 'nothing to liue by, | 
| ſaue theſe hands. Can wee needy handicrafts men, | 
or | 
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| 


| 


ble, ſober,cemperate,watchfull in praier?or is itnot | 
[rather a great furtherance to thee in alltheſe? doth | 
[not poyertieſ{eructo tame,and meeken thee,to take | 
| dawne thy pride, to pricke thee to prayer? Or what | 
'yertue 1s there that neederh money tor rhe practiſe | 
thereof? Thou wile ſay liberalitie : yea, but cuen this | 
'vertue alſo, ſaith that Father , hath ſhined more 
brightly by reaſon of pouertic. The poore widdows 
| ewe mites were a better almes,thenall the reit ofthe 
| 


richer fort, See then how thou ſlandereft thy po- 
| uertie,the miſtreſſe of ſo many vertues. Remember | 
' 9. Paula poere tent-maker, and yet noleſle holy in 
| his /bop amonghistevrs,then in his fadie among his 
; bookes and parchments; and by his example learne. 
| how thy ſhop may be vice cuen asan oratorie, or 


piace of greateſt deuotion. Neuer tell me thy han- 


| could yet ſay, Our conner/ation is in heauen, Neuer 
| complaine-ofthe pinches of ponertie, that they lay 
| thee open tothe Deuils temptations, Who cuer rt- 
cher then Adam in Paradiſe? Who cuer poorer ten 
16 on the danzhill? yer in Paradiſe, Sathan foyled 
Adam: in the dunghil, 7ob foyled Sathaw. | 
Well, if the faulc be onely in povertic,a-dnotin 
thine owne corruption, then giue thee a more libe- 


rall* 


or poore labourers be diuines? Yeaſo much the ra- | 7&5 duoc. 
| ther,fayes Chry/oſtome, may you prattiſe true d/4171- | 40u xagore. 
| ze. When wrath, enuy, and ether ſuch like corrup- | X45 &v xc 

[tions ſhould bezcurbed, doth poverty thea let thee? ; Tf; PiA9Ge- 


ÞE?, 


erarcriches able re maſter, and mortific ſuch atte- j Þ%% 
a; : . = M4 Chryloſt. hows, 
ctions*Dotk pouertie hinder thee from being hume- | ,. .1 v4; 


At.18.3. 


2 Tim.g.12. 


| NG ty ove | 
die labors abftraQthy minde from heauenly medi- |512i@ 75 ig- 


 \kations. Paul a tent-maker, working with his hands, | }*S#gi@ dv. | 


Ml 


P:1TKXOCI (= 
(EW, 


Phul 3.29. 


—_— @Y 


| 
| 
| 
| 


* Gppa—_— 


 uatouns 


IS 


— 


| 40. 


ut—_— 


5. Vpon ont» 
ward occa(t- 
Ons. 


yE\ ony Ng 
qa 

T0 &ITIX- 

oJXETR En 

| 61) Tov EuO1- 

edtTov of 

| UT? PN T0 

STOV. 

Ariſt.«th.3, 

Iob.z1. 


þ 


| Pro.2 3.2, 
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| Ad pop. Ant, 
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Tye deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. 


\rall portion of theſe outward things, and wee ſhall 
ſec thee mend preſently. And fo happily thou per. 
ſnadeſt thy ſelfe. But how decertfally rhe miſerable 
experience of others may teach thee, who, of poore 
becomming rich,haue, withall, of naught become 
worle. 

In the fift place ye (hall heare ſome transferring 
the fault vpon the 0#1ward occaſions , whereby they 
were entiſed to ſinne 3 not confidering that the 
outward obieas themſclues are dumbe, and ſay 
nothing, and that it is onely their owne corruption 
that entiſeth them. For the ythat haue »244e 4 fonre- 
nant with their eyes, as did 1ob, they can looke vpon 
the wine,when it ſprinklethin the glafſe,and not inor- 
dinately long to drinke: they can behold fayre, and 
beautifull women,and yetnot intemperately laſt after 
them. They, that haue pur the knife of morrificati- 
on to their throats,can ſitata rulers table ſwimming 
with all manner of dainties,and yetnor exceede the 
bounds of fobrictie. What? muſt the #able be accu- 
ſed? no, thine owne appetite, threft (ſaith Salomon) 
thy knife, not into the table,but into thine own throat. 
So, muſt wozen be takenaway 2 no, bur thine owne 


| eze, thatis, the corruption in thine eye, ſayth our 


Saviour. This cauſeth thee to offend. Chryſo/tome 
hauing ſayd, the beauty of a woman is 4 preat ſnare, 
preſentiy correAs himſeife , nay rather , ſaith hee, 
rot d womans beauty, but a mans luſling looke, Let vs 
rot accaſe the things, but onr ſelues, let us not ſay, let 
| there be ro women, but let there nat be adalterie, and 
ferrication 3 neither tet vs ſay, let there nt be a belly, 
bat, let there not be pluttonie&*c, 


| 


Sixtly. 
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| ayes, exery man, when hee it tempted, is entiſes, and 


| 
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Sixtly. Many there are that father their finnes 


the father begetting : bur, for all that, their owne 
naugbtie hearts might well enough be the methers 
concerning , and bringing them forth. And what 
could har father haue done without his mother ? 
The Diuecll cannor preuaile againſt vs, but by the 
helpe of our owne corruption. Hee might ſtrike 
fire long enough, ere there would be any burning, 
did not wee finde him tinder. Thei efore S. James 


drawen away by his owne concupiſcencerthough yet the 
Dinell hauea hand, and that no ſmall ene, in temp- 
ting of vs, Yet becauſc he doth onely allare vs, and 
laye bayts for vs,but not cenſ{raine vs, he hath onely 


vpon the Dexell, It may be indeed the Drnell was | 


Tames I, 14. 


a per ſwading ſleight,notan inforcing might he cannot 
make vs finne againſt our wills, becauſe our owne 
concupiſcence carricth thechiefeſt ſtroke ; therefore 
he fo ſpeaketh, Fuery mas is tempted, not by the Dz- 
well, but by hs owne concapiſcence. And therefore, 
howſocucr the ſame Sathan, thattempted Dauid to 
number the people, had his finger alſo, inall likeli- 
hood, in that matter of /r/ah, yet Darid accuſeth 
not Sathay, but his owne corruption, 1n ſinne 1 was | 
conceined. Put let vs heare whatS. Anften ſaith to 


Af utian ſud- 
dend), ron poten- 
tiam coyends ha- 
bet. Auzult, in 
Pal. 91. 


Si Satanas !9- 
queretur &> ta- 
ceret Deus habe. 
res vndete excue 
ſares, Modo au- 
res tne poſi:e 
ſunt inter monen- 


ſuch, as thus excuſe themſelues. If Szthan,ſaith he, 


cares are {ct in the midſt betwixt Gods admonirti- 
ons on the one fide, and Sathans ſuggeſtions on 


the other ſide, why doe they incline themſelues to 
theſe, and turne away from thoſe. Sathan ceaſerh 
| , M 2 not 


onely ſpake, and God held his peace, then mighreſt | 
; thou have ſome matter of excuſe. But now thine 


i 
{ 
(i 
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\ceſſut Sataras 
| ſuadere malum. 
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| 2? Vpon Gor, 


| James 3.23 | he ſaith,(et wo man % hen he is tempted ſay he is temp 


| not roperfrade that which is euill: but neither doth 
| God ceale toaduiſe vs that which is good, If by the 
| perfwation of Sathan thou hait done any euill, Jer 
| Satnan goe, accuſe thy {elfe,thar thou maiſt by this 
acculing of thy {clfe obtains Godspardon, Defireſt 
thovn to acculc him that can haue no pardenaccuſe 
thy {eite, and thou ſhale forthwith be pardoned | 
| Searentbly. Others there are that flee vp into the. 
| heauen; aid there fly vpon the /{arres and conftella. 
| 27075, Such, eAnften complained of, that, giuing | 
 earetothe deceits ofthe 4ftrologians, bought death 
| of them with their money. dcarely, meanetime con« 
| remning life , offered them by Chrif, freely. The 
| vſuall plea of theſe men was, intheir adulteries to} 
| accuſe Yex:zs, in their murthers Mars. Belike then | 
(faith Auſten, very ſweetly ſcoffing at them) Yenmns 
7s the ataltereſſe, not thou, Mars the murtherer,not | 
thou. But take thou heede leaft thos thy ſelfe be dam 
ned in fead of Mars, and Ven If the Aitrologian him-| 
ſelfe ſhould take his own wife in wanton behamiour with 
ether men, will hee not diſcipline her, and corre&# bey 
| for 2f'? let her then ſee if ſhe can tell bim that Venus is 
to be beaten, and not ſhe. | 

Eiehtly. Others yet, being more audacious, af- 
; cend higher, and goe beyond the ſtarres, eyen to 
| Goa himiclte, rochargehim with their ſinnes, Thus | 
| did Adam, when he ſaid in defence of his owne eat- 
| ing, the woman thou gaveſt me, fhe gaue me it, clolely 
rasing God himſcite, as if heethould have ſaid, vn- | 
' ice thou hadit giuen mee this companion, I had 
| nor eaten. Saint /ames ſeemes to ayme ar theſe, when | 
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of God. God, thathateth, forbiddeth, threatneth, 


thing.comes to paſle, without his will. The ſecond 
cauſes moue not, vnleſſe they bee mooued by the 
firſt. 1 anſwere,The firſt cauſe isnort the cauſe of the 


be the cauſe of the motion. As in thewheeles of a 
clocke, the principall wheele, with it's motion, | 
rurnes abour thelower,yert if there be any errour in 


Now, finne is not properly any mocion, but an 
erronr inthe motion of chy heart. Gods will being 
the firſt cauſe, is the cauſe of thy hearts motion, for 
in hin wee line, moue, and haze our being, but if there 
beany ſinne,anyerrour in the motion, thine owne 
will is the cauſe thereof. For alithat God hath ro: 
doe abour-ir, -is: his volawtary permuſiion, whereby 
he, :withdrawing his grace from thee, leaueththee 
ro thy ſelfe, as nor beeing bounde vnto thee. 
He doth not vrge thee, or preſſe thee vnto fiance. 
Hee doth not infuſe, or inſtill into thy minde any 
wicked:motions, as doth Sathay. Hee onely ſetteth 
the baite, or rhe net, and doth nor reſtraine thy 
concupiſcence from carrying thee to it:for he owes 
theeno ſuch ſernice : but he doth nor take poles, as 
Sathan doeth, :and driue thee'violemtly into the | 
net.: Andyet if Satbans tempation could not excule 
Adams, how much leſſerhen god's deſeriiom? 

The 1aft tranſlation, which now [ will fpeake of,is 
vpon our brethren, whom if, in any ſort, wee can 


| 


puniſheth ſinne, can hee poſlibly rempe vato ſinace? 
yea, bur thou ſaycſt hee decreed my (tnne, for no-. 


errexr tharis in the motion of the ſecowd, thought | 


the motion of rhe lower,it is ao cauſear all thereof. | 
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draw into the ſociety of the ſame finne, with our | 
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| The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


1 [mportunity 
of pcrſwaſion, 
or intreaty. 


Exod. 33.22. 


x Sam. 1 Fe I5, 
Verſe 1% 


. 


\ſelucs, we thinke preſently our ſelues ſufficiently dif 
charged. Now we lay the fault vpon our brethren 
diuerſc wales. | 

1 Vpon their coxxſel. , perſwaſion , or intreatie, | 
ſpecially if importunate. Thus wee ſhall heare ma- 
ny ſay,{uch a one he perſwaded me, he gaue me ill 
counſcll, he importuned me, and would neyer giue 
ouer till I had yeelded. This is rife in thecues 
mouthes, going to execution: Oif it had not beene 
for ſuch a one , I had neuer come to this. I may 
thanke him. Nay, thou mayſt thanke thine owne 
naughty heart, ſo fit a prey for evill counſell. Thus 
Adam, in the beginning, layd the faulc vpon his} 
wife, and ſhe vpon the Serpent... VVhereas indeede 
ir was not ſo much the Serpents words,as herowne 
eares, ſo grecdily bibbing in the poyſon of his 
words, which ſhe ſhould have blamed. A4arep alſo 


| was.cumjng inthiskinde of z74nſlatiov, when'being 


challenged by.Ae/es for his finne, in, making the 
golden calfe,heputit-offto the people, Thos kwoweſt 
this people is ſet pom miſchicfe, and they ſaid onte me, 
Make vs Gods. Thus Aaron thought hee had ridde 
his hands of this ſinne, but the Scripture ſets it 
faſter on; him , then that cuer ſuch ſhifts: ſbould 


- | rakeit off, Aaron made them naked. Heere alſo was 


Pilates deceit in waſhing his hands, thinking all 
the blame ftucke in-the high Prieſts, and the reſt of 


the 7ewes, that fo vrged him with their clamorous 


importunty.' Saul likewiſe had this excuſe ready 
at his fingers ends, the people have ſpared, &c, And 
when yet Sarmmel againe vrged him, wherefore ha# 
thou not obayed the voce of the Lordhe ſtil-held him 
.- 1 | | cloſe 
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(ſay, Sir, my Maſter commanded me? Or haſt thou 
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13) 
cloſe tothis defence, yes, ſaith he, Thane obeyed, but © 
the people tooke, &c, tillthe ſecond replic of Samnel| Verle. 20, 


wrung from him this holde, and made him fay, 
1 haue ſinned, 1haue tranſereſſed the commandement 
of the Lord, becauſe 1 frared the people, and obeyed 
ther voyee. | 

2 Vpon the covumnandement, or example of our 


ſuperiours. Thus chilaren, ifthey were commanded | pi 
doing of cuill by thcir parents, ſervants, if by their| 


Maſters, ſubzedts,if by their Magiſirates,thinke them- 
ſclues ſufficiently excuſed. If rhere be finnein that 
they haue done, they thinke the commander ſhall 
anſ{were to God for it. Thou wittall , would this 
be a good anſwere before an carthly magiſtrate in 
caſe of treaſon, felonie, yea,or a farre leſle matter,to 


here ſo muck witte to ſaucthy ſelfe from the dan- 
ger of mans law , as not to venture vpon thy ſupe- 
riours commandement ? and haſt thou fo lictle 


witte, as to thinke Gods lawes are lcfl: ſeuere then | 


mans, that this anſwere, my Father, my Husband, 


my Maſter, my Magiſtrate commanded mee , may | 
ſeruethy turne before Gods tribunal!2 dareſt chou| 
not ſteale for all thy Maſters commandement, for | 
fearc of the gallowes? and yet, becauſe of thy Ma- | 
ſters commandement, wilt thou dare to prophane | 


the Sabbath, withoutall feare of hel{ > thou thinkeſt 
that the commaund of thatauthority,which is ouer 


thee, will leſſen thy ſinne. Nay, rather it will "- | 
CG, 


grayate it. For if thou diddeſt ſinne of thy ſel 


without the commaund of man, then thou diddelt } 


ſamply reie& Gods commandement, Now thou re- 
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1 Cor. 10, $8. 
cleared, 


Tun.parall. I. 2. 


par. 37. Quam 
frigida & ieiuns 


! fit eorum defer. 


ſeo, qui exemplo 
&c. potenticrum 


1 ſe tutos pwtant (i 
| in male ficia con- 


ſenſerint, aut 
reuerint preter 
| officium num, 


| ieceſt it with a farre greater diſerace, and diſparage- 


ment to God. For belides reiefting the onely wiſe 
| God, thou preferreſt before him baſe and fooliſh 
| man. And ſoby this meanes thy ſinne is doubled. 
| Forfirſtthou ſinneſt in negleing Gods word , and 
' ſecondly, in regarding mans betore ir. The autho- 
' rity then of our ſupertours commandement, or ex+ 
ample will little ſtead vs, when God ſhall come to 
Skanne our ſinne. The 4peſftle dehorting the Coriy- 
thians from fornication, remembreth them of thar 
fearefull iudgement that befell the 7/raelites for 
this ſinne, three and twenty thouſand of them fell 
in one day. Now Afoſes mentions foure and twen- 
tie thouſand, whereof 1000, werethe chicfe Princes 
of the people, theotherthree and twenty were thoſe 
{ of the inferiour ſort, who fell into this finne pro- 
uoked by the inſtigation-, and example of their 
Princes. Whatthinke wee ſhould be the reaſon that 
the 4poſtle ſhould rather infiſt inthe ſpecialt puniſh- | 
mentof the people, thenin the common, and gene- 
rall puniſhment both of Princes and people toge- 
ther * Some of the learned ſay that the <4ps/tle 
would hereby teach the Corinthians , the fillineſſe, 
and weakeneſſe of this excuſe, whereby men vſe to 
defend thoſe finnes, wherevnto they were ſwayed] 
by the force of their Gouernors avthoriry, and ex 
ample. For, though this .23. thoufand of the peo- 
ple had their Princes example, euen a whole thou- 
{and of them, going before, and drawing them af. 
ter, yet they were drawen by them, as well into 
the {ame puniſhment, the ſame deſtruction, as the 
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. they are from the luftes that fiebt in your members, 


tucrs wanting, are nat diſquieted in like manner 
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3 Vpon the prozecations of others, who iniurie, 
gricue, and cxaſperate vs cither by word, or deede. 
As in chafing, and ſwearing it is vſuall, why what 
ſhould one doe, when he is thus abuſed? ſuch dea- 
ling, as this, would anger a very Sa/zt. So ſaiththe 
quarrelous , and contentious man, if it were not 
for my ill neighbours, I ſhould live more quietly, 
and peaccably . True 3 if it were not for one ill} 
neighbour of thine, that is an euil] and naughtic 
heart, full of gall, and bicterneflſe. #hence, ſaith 
limes, notably meeting with this deceit, are ſtrifes, 
and contentions? O, ſayes the deceitfull heart of = 
wrangler, not from mee, but from fuch, and ſuch, 
as prouoke me by their injuries. No, faich ewes, 


Thou haſt a troubleſome heart, ciflempered! 
with many inerdinate paſſions, and that is the| 
cauſe of rhy rage, and fury. For many men haue 
receiued farre greater injuries with farreleſſe adoe, 
If the ſea ſhould aſcribe her raging to the windes, 
it might caſily bee conuinced , becauſe the ſame 
windes blowe vpon the riuers', and yet th&y are 
quier. The reaſon then is not in the windes,' but the 
vaſtneſſerhar is inthe ſea it ſelfe, which the little ri- 


with the windes. - Tf thy heart were nor fo vaſt, and 
great, As it is, it would be nothing ſo turbulent, nor 
bayſterous, though the windes raged farre more 
hercely then now they doe. Shake cleare water in 
the glaſſe; and ioggeit as much as you will; ſtill ir 
retaineth it clearneſſe and purity :; butler fuch wa- 
ter wherein there is mudde at the bottome bee ſtir. 
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red, and preſently it will be fzculent, corrupt, and 
obſcure. It is the mudde, and mire of chy corrups 
affeions, that makes thy heart ſo troubleſome, 
when it is ſtirred witch injuries. A heart free from 
this mudde, would be free from diſtemper, though 
neuer ſo much tofſed and ſhaken. Then againe; 
what ſenſe is there in this, that, becauſe mea pro- 
uoke cheegtherefore thou muſt prouoke God? What 
if men anger thee? haſt thou no body to wrecke 
thy anger vpon, but God? wouldeſt thou excuſe 
thy Scruant, if, being angred and vexed by ſome 
of his fellow-ſcruants, hce fhouldeaſc his ftlomacke 


in this, that, becauſe men hurt thee in thy body, 
goods, or name, thou muſt therefore wound thy 


when, vpon occalionof theſe iniuries, thou boyleſt 
wronged thee ? VWhar a folly were this, if, being 


{clues by daſhing .out our braines againſt the 
 walles2 Our brother hurteth vs in our eſtate. This 
brings no loſle to: our ſoule : But when our re- 
vengefull affeRions are vp, they bring hurt co our 
ſoule, cuen the: guilt of ſinne, in tranfgreſſing Gods 
commandements.: Neuer then harpe1o much vpon 
this, he hath wronged me, thus and thus. Foole, none 
wrongs thee but thy ſelfe. He hath taken away this and 
that. Foole, thontakeft the beſt thing from thy ſelfe. 
Thouralkeſt of that which »vaz taketh from thee;bur 
conſider withall'what God hath ginen thee, eucn in 

this his taking away, Man hath taken away ſome 
» Jem 


vpon thy ſelfe ? And further , what reafon is there} 


ſelfe in thy ſoule, and conſcience; which thou doſt, | 


in choller, and ſiweleft. in malice againſt him that} 
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hurt inthe hand, we ſhould gocaboutto helpe our | 
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| the 1/-aclires, yer this could not excuſchim before 


mat 
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| pul-backes this. way, wee: thinkeour coldnefſe and 
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temporall commodity.: God giueth thee an occaſion 
of increaſing thy ſpiritsall commzaitics, inſhewing of 
true patience, humility, meckeneſle, and ſuch like 
graces. This which God now giveth is farre abouc 
that which xan taketh from thee. And yer, wiſeman 
that thou art, becauſe man takes from theethe /efe, 
therefore thou thinkeſt thou mayeſt rake from thy 
ſeife the greater.[t is grofle deceit thento excuſe our 
ſinnes, manifeſt wrongs to God and our owne ſouls, 
by thewrongs that others doc vs.. That blaſphemer 
in che law had .this excuſe, thar irwas in heate, being 
prouoked by the contention of that ather partie. Yer 
for all that God would haue him ſtoned to'death.' 
Yo Avſestranſgreſſionat the waters of Meribah, was 
occaſioned by the. vatowardneſſe and: rebellion! of 


God, bur, for allthat he muſt be debarred fromen- 
tring into Canaan, ro leo: bags boo! 

. 4 Vponthe d:ſconragements, and hindravcer we 
recciuve from others, as it were rubbes to vs in:the 
way of godlineſſe. . O ſay ſome, concerning the 
performance of good dutics ; if we might be.coun- 
tenanced by authority, iholpen: by our Miniſters, 
ſet forward and hearrened by thoſe with' whom, 
and of whom wee liue, oh then how zealous ſhould 
wee be? but becauſewe haue ſo many pinches, and 


> 


IR 
& 


backwardneſle in religion not fo. liable.t6 cenſure. 
'Thys many ;people impure their tot profiting, to 
che Miniſter, andthe manner of his teaching. .And 
if they had ſuch a Miniſter ,-oh how.fhould they 
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Pſal. 63. 1, 


Math, 1.12, |and.carclefle.: Let vs not then deceive our ſelues,to 


| | his foote complained of the roughneſle of the way, 


; jpally is-in'our owne corruprion, which being nor 
{mich furcher vs, but being once regreſſed, no dil- 


good, and throughly mortified Chriſtian ſhuuld 
- © . jJne- vader one of &robrams Priefts, or with ban- 


| ter, yet hee would thriuein the power of godlineſle; 


| by indeedvpon God ftimſelfe. ' For that 'wee hate 
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char that was the cauſe of his limping, ſo theſe, ha- 
uing thornes in their owne hearts, which makethe 
word vnfruitfull, complaine of the thornes in their 
miniſters rongues, and make this to bethe cauſe of 
their ſo ſlowe proceedings. Contrarily, many mi- 
niſters they blame rheir people, and thinke thar if 
their hearers would give them ſuch incourage- 
ments , in regarde of countenance, maintenance, 
deſireto learne &c. as ſome other people doe their 
miniſters, they ſhould then performe- the worke of 
the Lord more carefully , and comforcably , then 
new they doe. But the truth is , the cavſe princt- 


jreformed no--incouragements to godlineſſe will 


couragements can much hindervs. Therefore, if a 


nifhed Daszd in a drie deſert, where there were no wa- 


on theother {ide,anvnſound Chriſtian, though hee 
lined vnder Chtiffs:owne miniftery, as did 1adaz,yet 
{ he would come ronothing. So a good Propher, as 
Moſes, Teremie,and others, thoughyoked with never 
ſo crooked a people, would yer thence take occaſi- 
on: of prouokitg their owne zeate. Ancuill one, 
though he Jmed among the viekat ones, that fake 
the kingdome of beautn by force, would yer bee cold 


lay our ownefault vpon thewant of-meaners , and 
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weliued vnderſuch a mans miniſtery, if we enioyed 
thedaily company of ſuch and ſuch Chriſtians, how 


fo diſpoſed that we ſhould. If there were ſuch ne-; 
ceſlity of,and efficacy in thoſe meanes,as we thinke, 
he would not withhold them. Thinke wee not that 
God is tn ſtead of all meanes to his, abundantly 
ſupplying them with thepreſence of his ſpirit z who 
as he was a/itrle ſaniFnary to his people, when they 
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'not thoſe meanes wee ſo much ſeeme to defire, and 
in rhe haning whereof wee premiſe our ſelues ſuch 
gr2at matters of our {clues z whence is it, but frem |: 


God, that hath denyed choſe meanes vnto vs? Oif 


ſhould we proſper then ? why ? bur God hath nor | 
| 


| were diſperſed among the heathen, ſo likewiſe {till 
ro VS nowa little Miniftery , a little Colledge of 
Chriſtians, when his prouidence hath deprined vs 
' of theſe meanes., Bur loe, an euident conuition of 
our deceitfulnefle of heart. For when we haue 
thoſe very ſelte-ſame helpes, by the want 
whereof we excuſed our ſclues, yet our - 
former dulneſſe and deadneſle ill 
ſticketh by vs, we are the ſame 
men that before.. And of - 


the deceitfull excuſe 


of Tranſlation | | 
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Of two otber deceitful excaſes of ſinne, and the vſe 
of the whole. _ | 
THe #{th deceitfull excuſe is that of Cufome: 
O ſay ſome , when they are rebuked for their} 
ſwearing, idle, and vaine formes of ſpeech, and ſuch 
like finnes, Trucly wee meant vo hurt, it is onely 4 cu- 
ſtome we bane gor,and cannot now eaſily leaue. What 
wretched madgneſle is this, that, becauſe wee are 
come to the very height of finne, (for what elſe 
is cuſtome in finne ?) we fhou!ld therefore thinke our 
ſelucs priniledged to finne ; that cuſtome in ſinne 
then which nothing increaſeth finne more, ſhould 
be vſcd as an extenuation thereof ? The 4poſtle Pe- 
ter, when hee would difſwade vs from the miſpen- 
ding of our time in {in,and vanity,thought he could 
vſc no better argument thenthis, that heretofore it 
hath beene our cuſtome of a long time fo ro doc 
Hence forward (ſaith he) line (45 much time 45 remai- 
neth in the fleſh) not after the lufts of men,bat after the 
will of God. Why tor itis ſafficient for vs,that wee 
| haue ſpent the time paſt of the life after the lnſls of the 
Gentiles, walking in wantonneſſe, &c. Lo how heag- 
grauates their former {innes, and ſo perſwades them 
to defift , becauſe they had fo long accuſtomed: 
themſclues thereto. Doeltthou then make a bu? of} 
thy cuſtome? Ob ſer, it is but a ce//ome. Why wha! 
canſtthou ſay mere againſt thy ſelfe? If thou hadfl 


| ſmorne butonce in all thy life, ithad beena ſin hea- 
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Kr enough to cruſh thee downe into hell » bur now SM FFioxw- 


when thourtelleſtme it isthy daily cuſtome; that thy 
congue istraded in this wickedneſſe, how now ?haſt 
not thou mended the matter faicely?for ſhamethen 
away with this fo witleſle, graccleſſe, and ſhame- 
leſſean excuſe. Would athicfe or a murtherer, be- 
ing arraigned at the barre, be ſoſimpleasto alledge 
in their defence, that ithath beene their vſeand cu- 
ſtome of a long timeto play ſuch reakes: Would not 
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the iudge ſomach theſooner ſend them co the gal. 
lowes? If the plea of cuſtoms be ſo weake for rhe de-| 
tence of thele ſins before man, why then, as Chryſs- 
ftomereaſons, ſhould ic not be as inſufficient for the 
maintenance of ſwearing before Gods tribunall. 
Though it had beene the Antiochians cuſtome to 
waſh them in the baths , yer , the king forbidding 
them,they all lefc for feare of his difpleaſure.VVher- 
 uponChry/oſtome conuinced them of deceitfulnes in 
the vſe of this excuſe, in pleading the tyranny of cu- 
ſome. Loe, ſaith he, you-may ſee that where feare is, 
there our wonted cuftome i left preſently : fearecafily 
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owermaſters cuſtome, thouzh it be uener ſo ancient and 


Kotx. hom 7. 


neceſſary. It is notthen our cuſtome,bur our want of 


| Gods feare, whicl1is the cauſe of our ſwearing. The 


ſame Father 1n anorher place maketh mention of 


right ſhoulder when hee went, which yet hee corre- 
Cted,by laying a ſword ouer it,inſuch manner,thar | 


fo 


onewhothad got an favored faſhion of mouing his ! 5;xc. | 


it ſhould be in danger of cutting,if ſoit moucd. And | «@pgoriset 

fo, by feare of incifion, he taught his ſhoulder ber- | 75 awe «- 

rer manners and motions. ' Doe thou, who-preten- | #xig@s KS” 
deit the cuitome of chy rongne inſwearing the ſame. 
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6, Subtill dis 
ſtinions, 


| #ice, butnot worfhip,whichis due to God onely. The 


| the Popiſh articles being qualified with this limita- 


_— . p< — pn —_—— 


| to thy foxgue,tbatthe.co his /boulder,and in ficad of) 

his ſword vic the ſword of Gods word, and Gods 
| iudgements rthreatned againſt this ſinne , and chou 
\thalt eaſily getridde ofthis thy euill cutome. For, 
'lermen ſay what they will , it .is nothing bur their 
| owne had hearts, voyd of all icare of : Gad aud his 
iudgements , together with their floth and negli- 
gence, in not ſirjuing againſt cheir euill cuſtomes, 
that makesthem ſuchilaues vato them. 


ſome di/tinions, and precences of falſe ends, or any 
ſuch like quirkes. This is the tale-bearers inflificatt- 
'enof himſclfc, 1 doit not-to. diſcredit him,burone- 
ly in-loue and good-wil.So the wearer of long haire, 
| doe it nor for pride, but oncly to hide the ectormi- 
tieof my earcs,or to keepe iny head warme. Sothe 
g00d companions,as they call them,that converſe; 
tamiliarlic: with notorious wicked perſons,we doe ir 
onely for honeſt refrefhment, and to winne them by 
'kindneſſe,as (hri/t conuerſed withthe Pablicanes, & 


ſinners. So thole Corinthians, that were preſent at | 
the idols feafts; Ve doe it not in honor of the idel, h 
| butonly togratific our friends,ina thing indifferent, 


the eating of meats. Thus the Papiſts for their ado- 
ration of rhe creatures, fay they performe onely /er- 


man of vindiQtiue ſpirir,can diſtinguiſh betwixt for- 
9iving and forgetting, and tell you hee hathftorgiues | 
his enemie,though he have not forgotten the wrong | 
hee hath dence him. Bradford in one of his Epiſtles 
makes mention of one that excuſed ſubſcription to 


tion | 
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' on, ſo farre forth asthey were not againſt the word 
| of God , becing indeede all quice contrary thereto. 


. | Andin "this manner hee moued Bedford and orhers! 
. | rofubſcribe. But a notable example for this deceit: 
«| was that of the Iſraelites in their oath againſt the' 


gining of their daughters in marriageto the Benia- 

mites. For when the women of 1abeſh Gilead did not | Tudg.zr. 
ſuffice the Bentamites, and their oath hindredthem | 

from giuing any of their owne daughters, they bad | 

them take by force ot their owne virgins that ſhould | | 

come forth to daunce in Shiloh. Why bur was nor | 

| I | this gainſttheir oath?yes, bur mark whar a finequirk 

they ftoundoutroeludetheiroath , and ſo roqualific | 

| the matter, namely (that they did not give them 

| their daughters , but the Beniamites rooke- theny a- | 

| | way. Not much vnlike are thoſe ſhifts to couſen| 

| the good.lawes and oaths, againſt buying of places 

with mony, as the laying of' wagers before hand 

with thoſe of whem they are tobe had, that-wee 

| Þ | (hallnot haue ſuch, orfucha place. Such-alſo was 
| the deceit of thoſe who hating made truce with, 

| ' their adnerſaries for certaine daics , did yer during 

' the truce make incurfion-ypomthem in thenight,and 

then defended it, becauſe their truce was onely-for 

' dayes, not-nights. To this head alſo wee may refer 
on excuſe of our trauailers , who excuſe theigki(- 
ſingof the Popes toe, becauſe they doethat hondur 
tohim onelyas a reniporall prince,and notas Pope. 

' But theſeimen are not ſo happy in their inuentions, 

. to ſaue their conſcience , as was once one to ſave | 


en. <p 


' his honour ;'who- grudging the Perfian king that 


{ honour of falling downe before him, and yer not 
| N knowingey 
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| ſrallowed downe by his brethren, and did not xrou- 
ble 
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knowing how to auoide it , purpoſely let fall his ring | 
when he came iatothe Kings preſence, and fo excu. | 
ſed the matter to himſclfe , as though he fell downe 
onely to take vp hisring, and not to worſhip theking, | 
And divers ſuch like. cranckes as theſe might be in- 
Ranced in. Thewhich indeede are but curteins,we- 
draw before our owne eies, to hide our ſin; they are 
indeed as the ſpiders-webbe.cunningly wonen, and 
ſome {light of witt may there appeare in them , but 
withall they are as flightas the {piders webbe, they | 
will not indurethe breath , and blaſt ofthe mouth of | 
God. Doc not then wilfully decciue. thy felfe.: But 
thinke with thy. ſe)fe, will theſe diſtinions,” pre- 
rences and qualifications ſatisfe my conſcience here- 
after inthe day ofcriall? And thus much forthe harts 
excuſing of our cuill aQions,.as alſo for the iudge- 
ment of our hearts concerning ouractions. . 

- The vſeof allthisis: _ -: 

1..Toteach vs not to be quer-forward in: conſulz 

ting with flefh and bloud ,, when anything is ts be 


done. Who would vic a crooked rule in drawing ef | 


lines? Who would goeto ſuch a lawyer,whoſe coun- 
ſells hee knew to be meere deceit and couſonage ? If ; 
then ourhearts,vnasked, doe offer:vs their counſel, | 
letvs ſuſpe&t it: letvs be as icaloys oyer our kearts as 
we would beouera knowne crafty decciuer. 

2;. Not to-reſt ſecure in the iudgement of -our | 
owne hearts. Many bleſſe themſelues- in their evill 
courſes , becauſe their ſeared and ſenſclefle conſci- 
ences , their decciued and deceining hearts doe not. 


checkethem.. The trecherous ſelling of 19/eph was 
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. blethem for nizh twenty yeares afterward. Therea. | 
ſon was, the- mitts of corrupt affeRions dazeled the 


 eies of their minde, -and ſo they could nor- behold 


| 


! 


' 


 theirfianein the right forme, bur when afflidtion 
| had remooued theſe miſts of deceit from their eies, | 
| then they beheld ir, in the right ſhape, moſt ouglie, | 
and monſtrous, and were confounded with the hor- 
' rour thereof. Had they any reaſon to approue their | 


|faR all chatwhile , and to applaud themſclues in it, 


| becauſe of chis deceirfull peace ofa deceitfull hear. 
 O ſaies one, Ithanke Godl findequiet and peacein | 
 mMincowne heart, whatſocuer ſuch and ſuch iudge_ 
| of me for my courſes. Butwhat talkſt thouof peace?” 
| or what haſt thou to.doe with peace ( as /ehs ſaid ts | 


| tchoram) who haſt no other ground to buildit vpon, 
| then the.deceitfull iudgement of thine owne blinde 
| and bewitched heart 2 Thou lookeRt in troubled wa- 
| ter,-and ſeeft no deformity in thy face. Bur ſtay rill 
' the water be ſettled and clecred, and then thouſhalc 


 ſcewhat afilthy mifhapen viſage thou haſt, Tell me 


| tenne yeare hence; or in the day of thy triall, when 
' thy heart ſhall be freed from theſedeccirs,and Chri/? 
| with the clay and{ſpittle of ſome ſharpe affliction 


ſhall haueſharpned thy dull eye-fighr, tell mee then | 


 whatpeace thou haſt? 
. 
3- Since our hearts,as wee haue thewed,areſo de- 


 ceitfull in excuſing and defending of our ſinnes, it 


. muſtteach vstolabour for the ſpirit of zygenn ty, for | 


——— 


! 
] 


157 [ 


OO ——— —— 


that open, and plaine heart of /ob in confefling of !ob.33.33 


' our ſinnes,that with him we may be feableto ſay, /f | 
' wehaue hid our ſinne as did Adam, & c, Though our 
hearts deceined vsat firft, to make vs finne , yerler 
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In Pal. 59. 
| Commiſſum eſt, 
| wn d:fenda'ur, 
| in coeſſronem 
| veniat mon dee 
fenſionem, Ad- 
hibes te d:ſenſs- 
re peccat twi? 
VInceri. 
Qui ex.n,vt te 
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#s eſto, ad accy- 
ſan1is te, noli 
dicere, aut nihil 
feci,,aut quid 
magni feci ? aut 
fecerunt et alj, 
Si faciendo fece 
catie nihil te di- 
cis deliquiſſe, ni- 
hil eris, nihil ac- 
ciftes. Paratus 
eft deus dare in- 
dulgentia,claw- 
ds contra te: Ile 
paratuseft dare, 
nols opponere 0- 
bicem defe 1ſ60- 
nis, ſed apers ſc. 
num cofeſÞonis, 


defendas? Idone- 
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vs not ſuffer them to deceine ys further, to make vs | 
to defend our finne. This isto adde deceit ro deceit, | 
This is double deceittuineſic , when ſingle was too | 
much, Excellently Au{#1r,1if thou haſt ſinned thou art ' 
in darkenes , but by confeſung thy darkenes , thou ſhalt | 
obtaine the tlumination of thy darknes : but by defen- 
ding thy darkenes thow ſhalt be darkned in toy darknes. | 
And how wilt thou eſcape out of donble dar kn:#who had | 
ſo mach to doe with fg le ? And againe, © Thou haſt | 
«committed afinne. Let.it be confelled, not defen- 
<« ded. If thou wilt take vponthee the defence of thy 
©« {inne, thou wilt eaſily be overcome, &c. For-who 
& art thou to defend chy ſelfc ? Be thou ready to ac- 
« cuſe thy felfe. Say not,cither Thaue done nothing, 
&« or no ſuch great matcer,orno more then others.lf 
<« having ſinned , thouſaiſt thou haſt done nothing, 
« thou ſhalt be nothing , thou ſhalt recciue nothing, 
« Godis ready to ginetheepardon. Thou ſtoppeſt it 
<« apainſt thy ſelfe. Hel fay isready to giue it. Doc 
& not thou lay the blocke. of thine owne defence 
and inſlification againſt it: but open the bo« 
ſome of thy confeſcion, and ſelfe ron« 
\ denmution for it. + 
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Cnar, 


{in the parableof the ſower. How are riches decert- 
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Fine deceits of the heart in perſwading 
to ſenne. 


omitting of that which is goa, 
In the fr/tkinde thereare divers deceits, 


| and ſote preſent it vnto vs, not in it owneproper c@- 
lours, but painted and guilded ouer with ſome ſhews 
of vertue, that it might the more eaſily winde and 
infinuate it ſelfe into our affe&tions. This is like their 
deceit that dye courſe cloth in fine colours. Thus 
hautineſſe comes masked in the habit of wagnani- 
mity; curioſity would betaken for the deſire of know- 
ledge; ianorance ſhrouds it ſelfe vnder the name of in- 
nocency,and riotouſnefſe fhadowes it ſelte vnder the 
title' of /zberality, taith Auſten. So likewiſe peſti- 
lent here/ie hides it ſelfe vnder the name of profound 
' knowledge, and deepe learning. Reel. 2.24. Pride 
goes vnderthename of cleanlineſſe and neateneſle : | 
Machianeli/me and worldlines. Prov.23.4, of wiſedome 

| and policy : impadency of preſence of ſpirit, and /aw- 
| fell audacitie : raſhnergof fortitude: timorouſnefſe , of 
' cautelonſneſſe , baſe mggardlineſſe , of ruſt parſimonie : 
 drunkenneſſe, of good fellowſhip : conetouſneſſe, of good 


{4 Ethertoof the fr? deceit, which is in 1wdgrng : 
the /ccond followeth in perſwading. And that | 4's: 
is cither ro the doing of that which is ev, or tothe 


The firft is to colour groſle ſins with milde termes, 


3.In perſyya- 


1.Todoe evill. 
Where 


I Deceit,pain- 
ling of linne 
with Ver. 

tues colours, 


Swperbie celſ» 
tudinen imitg- 
Fer,curh2ſ:t as 
affettare yr, 
fudinm ſcien- 


tie,!enorantia 


qu0q; innecentie 
nomine tegitur, 
Effuſro liberali- 
tatis vmLram 
obtendit, C onf 
l 244.5, vitia no- 
bis ſub virtuth 
nomine obre. 
Punt. Temeritas 
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pro cauts tim. 
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' busbandrie. And henceis that decenfulneſſe of riches, | 
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deg .in P/2.46. 
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that couers his vnſariable coucting and deſire of ya- 
thringriches withthegen:leand honelt name of thrift, 
and ftrugality. Thus wrong and miuſtice deceiues 
often , vnder the colour, and in the appearance of 
mercy and compaſhon. As when wee tclicue the 


ainple) when wee fauour a.poore mar, haung an iil 
cauſe, againft a rich man hauing a good. In like 


tle m kim, Anditis me4tall indeed, but digecd out 
of the mine-pits of heil , boſe and reprobare meterall 
which never receiued the image and impreſlc, of 
Gods ſpirit. And.yet,as they that haue ill cyes, will 


{omewhar reſemble one another; though otherwiſe 
the difference betweene thein be palpable ; and 
ſo ſalute aftranger for a friend : ſo our pare-blinde 
hearts decciued with that ſhadow of reſemblance, 
which vice ſometimes carrieth: of vertye., doe 
ofzentimes- imbrace and. receiue. groſic vices , in 
ſteade of glorious vertues.. For as the Prince of 
darkenelle , the Diucll, doth ſometimes tran/forme 
himſelfe into an Angell of light , and become a 
white Diuell ; for 1 Trmthie. 4 1.3. abſtinence 
from meatcs, and marriage, fauouriny ( one would. 
thinke) of great mortfication. are yet dotrines of. 


Oe gt RE 


dinels : ſoalſo.can the works of darknefſe tranſhgure 
themſclues into the workesof light, Not onely thoſe 
workes of tight, whereyntothey ſeemeto come ſfom-. 


full? The deccir is in the couctous rich mans heart, | 


needy with other folkes goods,or(ro vie 4nftens ex- |, 


manner giZdinffe carries a bluſh of zeale :, and cþo- | 
ler, and furicgot valour and manhood, Whence that |, 
ſpeech touching the fiery ſpirited man, He bath met- | 


ce 


miſtake one man for another : ſpecially ; when they } 


whit _ 
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| | | what necrer, but eucn thoſe, (O ſtrange iugling $ | 
| frond which they are fartheſt diſtant. For yellow, or | 


ſome ſuch middle collourto betaken fer white, is no 


| | ſuch greatdeceit of theeies : but that blacke ſhould | 
| | betakenfor white, this is a firange deceit indeede. | 
And yetthis isthe deceit of our hcarts, to ſhape our f 
divers vices vnto vs, like thoſe vertues, to which | 
they are moſt extreamely contrary,For example, not | 
onely baſe dejeFiom of mind goes vnder the account 
of true humility , but cucn pride itielfe , as in thoſe 
| that ſecke praiſe by diſabling , and diſprayſingthem-] - 
ſelues ; as in Diogenes treading vpon Plarees chayre, 
and ſaying, Plato,] tramplevpon thypride,who there- | 
fore worthily had that anſwere returned him , 7 how | 
trampleſt ow Pride with greater pride. Thus was it 
| in thoſe heretiques in Pazls time, ſo humble, thar | 
they would not preſume to come to God immedi- — 
ately , tkey wouldnort dare toworſbiphim , but the | 
Angels. And yet of theſe men, in whom humilicy 
made ſo great a noyle, the Apoftle is not afraid to | 
ſay that they are puſt vp in their fleſhly minde:loaproud ; 
| bamility. And ſuch is that of the Paprfts,in whipping nM 
{ themſclues: for in theſe things they ſweruefrom the 
wiſedome of the word , and follow their owne in- : 
| vemtions. And what greater pride,thenfor a man to | 
thinke himſelfe wiſer then God, to leaue the dire- 
Qion of his word, and to exalt his owne fancie a- mala 
doue it? Thus David deſcribeththe prond man.7hes | m—_— 
haſt acftroied the carſed prond, But who are theſe? 
The next words tells vs , 7hat doe erre from thy com- 
mandements i Andafterward in theſame Plalm. wer. 


|s 5e The proud haus digged pits for me. But who be] 
| N 4 - _ thoſe I 


—— 
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| thoſe proud ones ? which conforme not themſelues to 
thy law. Letthere be neuer ſuch ſhewes of humility, 
ittherein wee prefer our owne wils to Gods, itis but 
pride varniſhed with ſome colours of humility. Pe- 
ter ro doubt, thought himſelfe humble ,. when hee 
would not let Chriſt waſh his feet : Burthis was one- 
ly the deceitfulneſle of his owne heart, For indeede | | 
he was proud in fo doing ; becauſe, in refuſingro o-| | | 
bey Chrifts commandemeat , he made himſelte wis | | 
ſer thenChriff. Alike deceitfull was the Baptiſts hu- 
mility in refufing to waſh Chriſt, that was Pezers in 
refuſing to be waſhed by him. Had wee not neede 
now to haue our cies in our heads, leaſt otherwiſe | | 
our cunning hearts obtrude vice vponvs, in fteede | | 


of vertue? VVhat more effetuall argument can they 
vſe to allure our affeRions te the loue and liking of 
ſinne, then to ſet this falſe gloſſe vypon it £ VVhen the 
ſtrumpet would entiſe the younker to commit fol- 
lie with her, ſhe doth not giue her {inne the right 
name of filthines, which it deſerued, for that would 
haue driuen him away, butſhee hangs out the 7uy- 


\ 


Moderatio ig - 
nenuiad® Senpp, 


45. 
Ecclefraſt.q: 5. 


buſh of a ſweetand louely title , therewith inueigling 
the youth : Come let vs take our fill of lone, and delight 
our ſelues in daliance « Beaſily whoredome is bur 
lone and daliance. Sothe ſiuggard qualifies and roll. 
fes his ſhametull floath with the ſweet name of | 
peace, and fo lulls himſelfe a fleepeinhis finne, Berrer 
is 4 bandfull with quietneſſe, (fo hee termes his ſioth) 
then two-handfulls with labowr and vexation. Thus our 
hearts, bawds for the filthy firumpet, Sin, teach her 
this tricke of deceitfulneſſe, to corre@ her naturall 
deformity , with theſe artibciall paintings , that ſo 
We 


VF 


—_— —_—__— 


| 


The deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| we mightbe caught the ſooner, But as the heate of 
the ſunne , or of the fire will cafily diſcouerthe pains 
ting of the harlot, by melting it away : ſo will the 


( hauing dcehorted from fornication and ſome other 


heat of Gods word,ifwe bring this painted and trap- 


ty came out of rhe boxe of a deceitfull heart, And 


did norſo much loue her betore, but, as 4mmen did 


ward. 
. 2. Deceit, which our hearts vie to inſnare vs, is 
to make ſhow of being very reaſonable, and ſhame- 
faced, in craving bur a lictle at our hands; bearing 
vs in hand, that if this little be granted, they will 
reſt contented therewith and will demand no more. 
(Where in truth there is a double coſenage. 
I That there are ſome finnes whichare but /:#- 
tle ones. This was part of the Phariſees lene, calling 
ſome commandements of God but /:ztle commanae- 
ments, not much to be regarded. So now many ac» 
count faith and troth to be put perry oaths, Fornica- 
tion is iudged but a zricke of youth ; Though yer S. 
Paul ( to vic the words of that moſt reuerend man 
of God) in ftcad of that cloake of naturallinfirmity 
and heat of youth , wherewith wee vſe to couer this 
fin, puts vpon ita blondycloake,bathed inthe bloud, 
of three and twenty thouſand, all ſmitten ia one 
day for this ſo lighta tricke. And S. Paulelſewhere 


finnes, which our deceitfull hearts v ſe to extenuate, 


ped ſirumpet thereto, plainely ſhew, that her beau- 


then when theſe daubings are waſhed off from this | 
/zabell, that wee may ſec her in her owne hue, wee | 


Thamar , wee ſhall twiſe as much loath her after- | 


addeth this watch-word ; be net deceined. Theſe 
p 


| 
; 
i 
[ 


liſting of two 
| branches. 


Thatthere 


arelittle fins. 
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niemwuls exigne, 
que ot in magna 
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parua mſtie ge- 
runtur new 196- 


evitur inſlitie 
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parwilismegne | that is deſpiſed, aswellin the breach of che leffer, as 


ſunt, 


{ dience or diſobedience. T here is the ſame reaſon of 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


\ things are more then tricks , more then matters of 
ſport,or ieſtsfor,for theſe thingscomes the wrath of God 
v07 the children of diſobedience. Whatnowfarcthoſe 
| lrtle ſinnes , which bring on vs the greet wrath of 
ſo infinite a maieſty 2 And is it now bur artricke to 
goe to hell? whether the weight euen of theſe little 
{1nnes, as it were ſmall fands , will finke the ſhip of 
our ſoules, as well as our greater and grofler {innes, 
as it werethe heauier burthens of the ſhippe. Small } 

leakes in ſhips, and ſmall breaches in walls , being 

negle&ed, lecſe bothſhippes and citties. And ſuch 

cradeſman , as in their accounts regard not ſmall 
| ſummes, will quickly prooue banke-routs. Difobc- 

dience, though in neuer fo ſmall matters, as in ca- 
ting ofan apple, gathering afew ftickes on the' Sa- 
baorh , looking into, and touching of the Arke, is 
yet in Gods account, noſmall matters, For how ſe+ 
uerely hath hee puniſhed all theſe , then which yet 
what can wee imagine ſ{highter ? Bur ic is not the 


{ſmalneſſe of the things that leſſens either our obe- 


roundnefle in a ſmall ball, which is ina greater one: 
and fo of obedience, or diſobedience; in ſmaller or 
greater matters. A little thing is little, but faithful- 
neſle, and ſo alſo vnfaithfulneſle in a little, is a great 
matter. For it is Gods commandement that tics ro 
obedience in leſſer things,as well as in greater : and 


of the greater. Let vsnot thenthinkethar any ſinne 
is little ; ſince rhevery leaſt are committed againſtſo 
great-a God , and bring vpon vs ſo great a danger. | 
More by far,in ſomereſpects, then doe thoſe, which 

we 


li... 
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| wee count the greater. For in the greater we ſooner 
come to the ſight of them, and ſoto repentance for 
them: whereas in the leſſer,we not di{cerningthem, 
through this decertfulnefle of heart , to be ſinnes ar 


| through wrepentance, inthe leſſer, lye open tothar 
danger, which by repentance, wee happily eſcaped 
i1-the greater. 

2. Belides this, there is alſo another deceit, that 
if we will yeeid rothis little, wee ſhall no further be 
importuned for any more, For howſoeuer the be- 


| the {]:ggard craues bat a lirele ſilrepe, but 4 little flum- 
| ber,as 4nſten inhis firſt conuerſion : yer linneis of an. 
incroaching nature, like the riuers,ſmall ar the firſt ri- 
ſing ,. it ſpreads, and ialarges it ſclfe in going, as 
a gamprene, it creepes on by degrees, from-one part 
to another, ti!l in the end it have conſumed the 
whole. So that grant it buther /itzle, and this /17tle 
will quickly cone to a great dealc, Give it but an 
tinch,and itwill takeanel. Let the ſerpent but winde 
| in his head, and hee will draw his whole body after. 
| When the Levites farther in Law had drawne him 
to ſtay till noone, he drew him on further to ſtay all 
night, yea-and ri!l towards the euen of the next day. 
| Zadges 19. If he hadnamed che whole time at firlt, 
and prayed him to haue ſtayed two daics longer,hee 
had never obtained it. But at fiſt, craning onely 
{ halfe a day, hee comes at length to get two dates. IF 
our hearts ſhould demand: all that they will bring vs 
to in the end, they would neuer bee heard : but 


| through their deceitfull modeſty of asking bur a lit- 


} 


tle: © 


all, goe on in them , without repentance; and ſo , | 


£innings of {inne are very modeſt and mayaeniike,and | 
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' tle, by degrees they quickly entiſe vs en to more. 
| How crue this 15,will caſily appearezif either we looke 
' tothe matter of fazth,or of manners. For the matter 


| offaith,or dodrine; witneſſerhe Popyſb ſuperſtition, | 


' in moſt of her horrible hercfics, which were nor ſo: 
eroſſe at the firſt,as now they are, but after that the 
icedes and foundations of them were ſecretly laide 
in the ground intheprimitiue Church , the degene- 
rating ages that ſucceeded, added, onethis peece 

another that, till at the length, inproceſle of time, 
they came to that monſtrous deformitie which now 


we ſee. The primacy of the Roware Biſhop at firſt, 
was onely in regard of 9rder and hononr , not of the 
power and 7ariſdidion, which afterward he obtained. 
Monaſticall lifeat firſt was onely for ſafety intime of 
perſecution: and themonaſteries of theancient were 
not much differing from our colledges. The vſe of! 
images in Churches was firſt onely hiſtoricall. Aﬀer- 
ward, thus much being granted, the idolatrous heart 
of man neuer gaue ouer , till the religiogs vic obtai- | 
ned. Such isthe danger of yeelding but to the very 
leaſt occaſions, and beginnings of errour and idola- | 
try. Mileſms his image came out of his priuateparlor 
into the common hall, then intotheſtreet, next into 
| the Churchyard , then tothe porch of the Church, 
afterthat, to be on the wall, laſt of all irgat vpon the 
| Alteritſclfe. After 4h4z had made his wickedaltar, 
and offered vpon it , he brought ir into the temple, 
firſt ſerring it by the braſenalter,butthen he brovghr 


it further intothe houſe, and adnancedittoa higher 


—_ 


place, and ſer it on thenor:h/ede of Gods altar. Loe 
how idolatry ſecretly, and by ſtealth, creepes in, 
and 
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 andgets raome of the truth, firfiforone ariae.,then 
| for another ; then forthe other -parts,.till ar. length! 
' the cruthy ir ſelfe bewholly iuſtled 6ur. lt;error gec 
 buronce into the beifrey, irwillneuer leauetillit be 
in the caaxcell :if ir may be ſutfredro bein the porch 
it will. not belong bur you-ſhull fee it poſſzd;d of 
the Church icfelte , and ietting it inthe paſpir. Vhar 
ſhall we ſay chenro thoſe reconcilers at. vs and che 
| Roweanifts, thatwould haue vs yeeld in fomechings 
| ymo them?Alluredly, ifonce the fluces.be apericd 
the water mult needs runne a meine; # the gate 
| be ſer apen, the belteging enemy will enter. Vvhat 
| (hall wee ſay likewife ro choſe, rhatthinke ir no ſuch 
| great marter to. yeeld varo ſhawes and appearan- 
; cesof idolatry? asfortrauailers into idolatrous pla> 


to kilſethe Popes toe, if yerttheſe be ſhewes onely of 
| idolatry, Certainely'itheſe are. bur ſhooing-hornes 

ro drawon furthermarters. Therefore the leaſt finnes 
in cuery commandement are reproached with the 
name of thegreateſt,..as.the vachaſiglaunce of the 
| eie, withadultery, and'Paatcallsthe Corinthians (it- 
ting downeat the idblaters- feaft, though without 
all intent-of honouring the idoll, by the odious 
name of #4olatry: becauſe thefe leſter and petty mat- 
ters (as we count them)make way , and pauc acau- 
| ſey forithe grearer. Hence ir was that J#b.freed him- 

ſelfe; nor onely. from the-groler idolatry., bur cuen 

fcom' the leaft ſhew of ir, in outward faſhions; not 

onely -from worſhipping the Sunne and..Moone 
| bur-cuen from his hands kiſſing of his mouth, a 


| geſture onely of adoring. And becauſe heerein our | 


harts 
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| bears bark beane dtteiped ip ſecret ot if mine hand hath 
' kiſſed ny madiuth.; Thereby ſhewing;that it is a part of 
| our hearts deceitfulneſle. rodraw:vs on firſt to theſe 
- mattersof lefſe account , thatafterward wee might 
the morecalily digeſt the greater. Ofthis Moſes lec- 
meth'to ſpeake, when he taithto Iſ{racll, Beware left 
your hearts deceine you, namely vponoccalion of that 
| great proſperity before ſpoken of , rhe? going backe, 
at thefirſt onely.from your feruor .and.zeale- in any 


ftrange God's, and bow donrne unto them, . \Nherctore 
| let no man deceiue himſelfe, ſaying, Othis.isbuta 


this? Yea but this ſmall matter is a ſtrong cart-rope. 
to plucke greater after it. 4 little haven leaueneth the 
whole lump. A little ſparke oftcy kindlesa great fire, 
dcuouring to deſtruction... Aﬀfuredly in theuſtice. 
of God, puniſhingſmallerfinnes with greater , they 
that make no. conſcience of {ſmaller vnerucths, in 
time cometo haucluch large:.conſciences,and wide 
throats, that they can.ſwnallow downe grofle errors, 
as-itwere great gobs:at once. -Hauing, tailen. to the | 
Diuels p@ridge, they will ſhortly cat of his fleſs; and 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 
| hearts notably ivggle; ithercfore hee ſaith. . If mine 


crue ſeruice, at length;by degrees, you ſhould worſhip | 


ſmall matter , why. ſhould any ſtand fo much ypon} 


this tothe drinking of winrit-{elfe;;For whereas it is. 
onely the commandement: of the Lord that-binds 
| vs1n the greater-matters', hee thathath boldly be-| 
' gun toſbake off this yoke in the leſſer, whatisthere 
| thatcan hold him faſtto rhe Lord .in the greater: 


JTIE—_—_— morn nn - 


from cating ofthe huskes of grapes , they wilkcome | | 
{at length-crocatof the grapes rhemſclues., and Mo: 
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vpen thoſe words of Paul concerning thoſe thar vr- 
gedtheceremonies'of Moſes, But thereare ſome that 
would onerthrow the Goſpell of Chriſt .#hy but, ſaith 


The deceitfilneſſe of mans heart. | 


that Father, rkey retained the Goſpel, © onely they 


|< yer the Apoſtle 1aies that:heereby the:Goſpellis | 
'©{ubnerted ,.to ſhew bew bu alittle thing , beipg | 
| 6yntowardly mingled, mars -all. . For. as 1a the, Kings | 
| *© coyne, heethiat clippes off bur lirtle obhis image | 
| ©© ſtamped thereon, imbaſeth the:wholepeece:. fo if | 
© any (ball ouerthrow-but-the- leaſt; parcell of the 
{* cruth, it is wholly corrupted, 'fram theſe begin- 
|< nings procceding alwaics to worſe things: where 
© are they :now. who: condemne: vs as. COmentious, 
* becauſe of our diſagreement with heretikes? --—det 
<« them-heare what Pavuiſaith, namely that they did 
* ouerthrow the: Goſpell , whobrought in-but a lit- 
& tle. inn@uation «: So -daungerous--did this - holy 
man hold it, to-yecld, though ncuer ſo little, to cr- 
rour, becauſe of this deceit , whereby the whole 

truth-is fecretly- vndermined. Were would not gige 
place faith Paul by ſubieftion onc houre, to'Molſaique 
| rites vrged bythe falle Apoſtles, that. the ruth of rhe 

Geſpell-(indangered belike by thoſe rites) might con- 

tinuet we nauer ſo- little {pe of the cup. of errour, 

weſhalldrinke our fall draught; yea wee ſhall goe on 

in-carouling, till we-be drunke therewith. If we be- - 


gin.neucr ſo-lict]e-to:nibble vpn theſe-meats, wee l- 


ſhall-6ll our ſelues with them, and. cate till wee ſur- 
fet. ; I | + : 

Neither js-this perſivaſion from the ſmalnele of | 
the {inne,deceirfull onely in matter of doctrine;. but 


!5* would haue brought in a Iewith.rte , or two. Aud | 


alſo. :: 
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DE 
alſoof life,” and conuerſation. VVitnefle the.many 

experiences of Gods children,who,winking ar! nal. 
jer finnes, haue beene plungedinto greater, and yet 
(fo cunningly and cloſcly is this deceit carried) they 


| eares,then-the full corne,the hnsbandman nor know- 


© | of wickedneſR 3 Aﬀter thar the ſmaller ſeedes of this 


hauec not efpied the change. For that:which our $4- 
4ionr ſpeaketh concerning the.grouth of grace, thar 
itis inſenſible, like rothat of the corne, where the 
ſecdeſprings andgrowes , firſtthe blade, then the 


ins how, may as truely beſaidconcerning the grouth 


vnhappy-cockle and darnell are once receiued into 
our harts, they ſhooteforth, and ſtill rife higher and 
higher , without-our-feelingoordiſcerning : becauſe 
of this creeping, ſtealing and dectittullpaccofſinne 
whereby, ftep'by ftep, by little. and little ir aſcen- 
| deth vp-in vs;tillit become to his fall height, Hence 
that admonition-, Remember from whence thou art 


! how farre wearefallen, till we caſt backe oureies to 


fallen. Borwe; becauſe wofall by .degrees,our hearts 
deceitfullygetring this little, doenor ſo wellperceine 


that high hill where wee ſtood-befare , and thenwee 
fee how miſerably we haue beene decetued.” ' 

- Flatter wenotthen ourſclues.in this deceit. Say 
not ofany ofthy-infirmitics, as Zo# of his 'T/oar, 9+ 
| 1s not this a little one ? may Tnot be diſpenſed with, 
| for this lictle,ſ6Þ@ob nofurther?may Inor giue mine 
eye libertyiro- wander alirele 'ifhwanton glaunces ? 
' may [ not looſe the 'reines to my tongue to 'friske 
it out alittle, in ſomeidle, and laſcinious ſpeeches 
| may Inot vnſhikle my feere, and giuethem leave 
| rocarry me toſuch and fuch places * May I not doe 
| all} 


—— 


a 


| | all this,ſo I doe no more,ſo I breake notout into the 
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outward acts of vncleanneſle ? No more, O foole ? 
| How canſt thou chuſe but doemore? Thinkeſt thou 
a dogge will runne a way from thee,as leng as theu 
caſteſt him bread ? or that flaxe will not conceiue 
flame, when thou putreſt fire thereto ? or that thou, 
canſt carry burning coales in thy bolome , andnot 
be burnt? No no. If once thou haſtlet looſethereins | 


| — 


to theſe mad horſes, thou maiſt not looke to ſtay 
them when chou wouldeſt. If once thou giueſt leaue 
ro thy corrupt affeQions tobeginto play their parts, 
thou ſhale hardly make them giue ouer. Thoughar 
 firſtrhey be but weake , yer afterwardthey raife vp 
their ſpirirs, and get ſtrength in going. Eaſter ir is to 
keepethem out, theato thruſt them out. Heare not 
thentheſe cunning inſinuations of thy heart, oh but 
a /ittle idleneſſe, buta /irrle wontonneſle, a {tle foo. 
liſhnes, and then wee have done 3 oh but this /itzle 
ſtretches ir ſelfe farre. This ſomewhat goes a great 
way, and willnot ſtay where we would. The Pro- 
uerbe is falfe heere, Modicawm non nocet, A little 
hurts not. Yes; little hurts a great deal. Little fins 


| our hearts. And heere bchould a notable peece.of 
' cunning fraudin theſe crafty heartsof ours. In _ 
; wading and inueagling vs to linne, they vrge hard 
that it 15 but a /icelethey craue: what? will you ſticke 


{ with vs for ſo little? but when this lirtle is once yeel- 


| ded them , then they tell vs , that hauing done | 
; much, it makes no great matter, if now we goca lit- | 


tle further : Vee cannot be much worſe, then wee 


Non obtinebs 
vt deftnat, f in- 
ciperes permiſc= 
ris, Imbecillys eft 
primo, Ge, 
Tires dum proe 
cedit paret. ex- | 
cluditar ſacilius 
quamexpellitur, | 
facilins now re- 
Cipiun: ur quam | 
exeunt, Sev.ep, 
116, | 
Aliquatenus 
inquis timere,« 
liquatenus do- 


vſher greatones , andbring them into the cloſets of | 
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experiences of Gods children,who,winking at:ſmal- 
jer finnes, haue beene plungedinto greater, and yer 
(fo cunningly and clolcly is this deceit carried) they 
hauec not efpied the change. For thatwhich our $4- 
#ionr ſpcaketh concerning the.grouth of grace , thar 
itis inſenſible, like rothat of the corne,, where the 
ſecdeſprings andgrowes , firſtthe blade, then the 


wickedneſR ; After that the ſmaller ſeedes of this 


| our harts, they ſhooreforth, and {till riſe higher and 
higher , withour-our'feelingoordiſcerning : becauſe 
of this creeping, ſtealing and:deceitfull-pace of finne 
whereby, ftep'by ftep, bylictle. and little ir aſcen- 
 deth vp-in vs;tillitbecome to his fall height, Hence 
that admonition-, Remember from whence thou art 
falles. Forwe| becauſe wefall by degrees;our hearts 
deceitfullygetrivg this kttle, doenor ſo wellperceine 
' how farre wearefallen, till we caſt backe oureies to 
that high hill. where wee ſtood-betore , and thenwee 
fee how miſerably we haue beene-decetued.” ' 

Platter wenotthen ourſclues-in this deceit. Say 
not ofany ofthyinfirmities, as Zox of his 'T/oar , oþ 


| eares,thenthe full corne,the hnsbandman nor byow- | 
h "ng Low, may as truely beſaid concerning the grouth 
| of 


| 


\ alſoof fe, and conuerſation. Witneſſe the many" 


| vnhappy-cockle -and darnell.are once receiued into | 


\is not this a little one ? may Tnot be diſpenſed with, 
| forithis litle | 
| eye liberty:to'wanderalirele 'if1warton glaunces ? 
' may [not looſe the 'reines to my tongue to triske! 
' itout alittle, in ſomeidle; and laſcinious ſpeeches? 


| may I not vnſhikle my feete o] and giue them leave 


.{oÞeos nofurther?may nar giue mine! 


| rocarry me touch and ſuch places? May I not doe 
| all 
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| all this,ſo I doe no more,ſo I breake notour into the 
outward acts of vncleanneſle ? No more, O foole ? 
| How canſt thou chuſe but doemore? Thinkeft thou 
a dogge will runne a way from thee, as lengas theu 


fame, when thou putreſt fire thereto? or that thou 
cant carry burning coales in thy bolome , andnot 
be burnt? No no. Ifonce thou haſtlet looſethereins' 
to theſe mad horſes, thou maiſt not looke to ſtay 
them when chou wouldeſt. If onee thou giueſt leaue 
ro thy corrupt affeQions to beginto play their parts, 
chou ſhale hardly make them giue ouer. Thoughar 
firſttheybe but weake , yet afterwardrthey raife vp 
heir ſpirirs, and get ſtrength in going. Eafter it is to 
keepethem our, theato thruſt them out. Heare not 
thentheſe cunning inſinuations of thy heart, oh but 
4 little idlenefſe, buta /ittle wontonneſle, a rtle foo- 
liſhnes, and then wee have done ; oh but this /itzle 
ſtretches it ſelfe farre. This ſomewhat goes a great 


caſteſt him bread ? or that flaxe will not conceiue | 


Nox obtinebs 
vt defenat, f in- 
ciperes permiſce 
ris, Imbecillys ef 
primo, pc. 


Tires dum proe 
cedit paret. ex- | 
cluditer facilius 

quam expellitur, | 
facilins non re- 


exeunt, Sew.ep, 
116, 
Aliquatenus 


way, and willnot ſtay where we would. The Pro- 
uverbe is falfe heere, M:dicam non nocet, A little 
hurts not. Yes;zlittle hurts a great deale. Little fins 
| vſher greatones , andbring them into the cloſets of | 
| ourhearts. And heere behould a notable peece.of 
| cunning fraudin theſe crafty heartsof ours. In per- 
{wading and inueagling vs to (inne, they vrge hard. 
that it1s but a /itelechey craue: what? will you ſticke | 
' with vs for ſo little? but when this little is once yeel- 
| ded them , then they tell vs , that hauing done ſo 
| much, it makes no great matrer, if now we goca lit- 


Inquistimere,s 
liquatenns do- 


cipinn: ur quam | 


lere permitte, 
Sed illud aliqua 
telus longe jro- 
ducitur , nec vbi 
vis finem acl. | 


pit, 1bie, 


| tle further : Wee cannot be much worſe , then wee | 


are. As when we haue miſpent ſome partof the dey ' 
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in idleneſſe, then it reaſons thus with vs; Now thou 


when men haue once begun co finne in any k.nde, 
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haſt loſt this parr of it, thou canft doc no great good 
with-the remainder: it were euecn beſt robeidle (till. 
The like may be ſaid inche matter of lying , thee- 
uing, vncleannefſe. When wee haue but yeelded a 


200d goe torward now, as {tand fill, Hence it is, that 


they have ſo luſtily laſhed on: As 4:9 in his lying 
wo his Father /ſazch., firſt, 1am Eſan,@c. then be- 
ing demanded how he camerto his venilon ſequick- 
ly, he gocth further, moſt indignely abuling the ho- 
ly name of God himſelfe,The Lord rby God brought it 
to my hand. $o Saul inhis ſwearing and carfing : firſt, 
Curſed be the man that eateth food till night : then, As 
the Lord liueth that ſaueth 1ſraell ;, though it be lona- 
than he ſhall die. And againe,God doeſo,and more alſs, 
vnleſſe thoy aye the death lonathan. So Peter , from 
one demiali, ruſhes on to ſecond, a third; and from | 
a {imple deniall, to a deniall with execration. Oxer 
ſhoves, ener bootes, as we ſay. So like in this regard 
are the waters of {inne to thoſe in Fzekizl, For they | 
come ſtealing on vs by degrees, and riſe from the ' 
ankles to-theknees, and fo higher and higher. Yet 
heerein valike., thatthey {tay not ar the chinne, as 
thoſe doe, bur goe ouer head, and eares, and drowne 
vs in perpertuall perdition.. Vee muſt then carry a | 
{trair hand overour hearts, and be as farre.from gra- 

tifying them in theſe their /zzzl-+ of {inne., as wiſer 
Phvin:ians aretheir patients, in their lirtles of meats 


- 


and .drinkes harrfull. For it farethwich vs in inning, 
AS: 


liecle,then our hearts tells vs , wee haue.cracked our |. 
credit with that wee haue done already z wee wereas 
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as in cating, where one bir drawes downe another ; 
though ar firſt wee purpoſed tocatelitele,or nothing, 
And as we get a ſtomache, and prouoke our appe- 


deſire after ſinne increaſed by beginning to {in. For 
as eucry good worke increaſeth our holincſle, andſo 
hability for obedience , according tothat of S. Pas/, 


| uing behind ita kinde of ſtaine inthe foule,whereby 
| finne, but for alittle, we finde it ſo hard afterward to 
lay it yay in farregreater matters , and hauing ſatiſh- 


. . 
more ecafie and inclinable vnto her greater de- 


deceined, Fuill words corrupt good manners. Your 
deccirfu}l heart will beare you in hand , that it mart. 
cers not ſo much for words. Itis buta ſmall matter, 
what words or phraſes one vſcs.Butthe truth is, cull] 


mands. Hencethat warning of the Apolile. Beret | 


tite. ſometimes by cating, ſo is our fitnefle for, and. 


Being made the ſernants of Godye hane your fr uit in ho-| 


| linefſe : ſe every finne addeth to our poilution , lea- | 


itis the reader for further diſubedience. Vhence | 
it comes to paſſe, that having begunneto ſay ye to | 


ed the ſmaller requetts of ſinne weeare made farre f 


wa 


Rom-6. 23, 
cleered, 
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Primoribus las 
bris. orbebat ex- 
iouum, 


words,as ſmall as you make of them, will bring on e- 
uill deedes. Monica, Aufters mother (as himſelfe re- 
ports it) when ſhe was a maide,began toſippe a lit- 
tle wine, as ſhe poured itforthfor her parents : But 
| marke what followed vpon this ſipping. Daily ad- | 
ding,ſaith S. 4uem, voto her firſt little new littles, | 
becauſe he that maketh no bores of ſmail matrers, | 
by little and little will fall to greater, ſhee came ro 
tharpaſſe, that ſhecould with great greedines draw 


>) 

{taque ad illud 
medicum 510th. 
abana mudice 


adderdo, quoni- | 


am qui modica 
neg/igtt paula- 
tim decidit; in 
eam conſuetudie 
nem (ap'e erat 
vt prope tam 
plenos nero ca- 
liculos tnhsan« 
ter heurtret, 


gre almoſt whole cups full of wine. Loe what comes 


bur of ſipping, and kiſling the cup. Bur theexample 
| O 2 of 


Confeſſ. 6.8, 
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. abſenset ſic et 
| vos,et ills ſue 


1 Binaularatur 


Aero itaque 


perabe.. 


Et 1m erat 1am 
ill: qui penerat, 
ſed vnus de tur- 
be ad qui vene- 
rat, 
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more remarkable z who being importuned by his 
companions to goetothoſe bloudy ſpectacles of the 
eladiatorie combats , at length with much adoe hee 
yeelded, yer purpoling with himſelfe, ( and telling 
them ſo much,) that he would keepe his cies ſhur, 
and fo be abſent, cuen whileſt he was preſent, ouer- 
comming both his friends,by going with them, and 
alſo the ſights to which hee weat with them , by be- 
ing but a blinde beholder ofchem. But being come 
thither , and vpon thefallot one of the fighters the 
people making a great out-cry , heecouldno longer 
hold his cies ſhut, but longing to ſee what the mar- 
ter was, openedthem, fixed them vpon thatbarba- 
rous ſight, and fedde them with the cruell pleaſure 
thereof.So that now,ſlaies 4uſter, he was wot the ſame 
he that came thether bat one of that muliitude to which 
he was come, a right companion of thoſe with whom he 
came. He beheld and locked on with the reſt, cried out | 
with them, was inflamed with them, and carried thence 
that madneſſe , which wrought in bim anitch of retur- 
ning, not onely with them that brought him thither, as 
a companion but before them,gs 4 captaine and rins-lea- \ 
der of many others, Butamong all examples there is | 
none to that of Salomons, The beginning of whoſe 
overthrow was from this deceit. It had bin a hard 
matcer for ſo excellent a man at the firſt daſhto haue 
beene brought to that height of defeion; no, No | 
man ſuddenly becomes notoriouſly wicked, ſpecial- 
ly hauing beene eminently vertuous before, but ſtep 


by ſtep, peece and pecce, here little, and there a |. 
little. Log therefore how Salomons deccitfull heart 
foyled | 
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foy 
mo | 
ſwading him yer'that heeſhould' ill; rogerher.with 
the vie of them, tetaitihis wiſdome, his piety. But in 
the cueiit it prooucd otherwiſe. As the lou of pica- 
ſures went'in; ſo thelovcof godlinefie,: went our by. 


led him; firſt onely: drawing him'ro the-wore im 


' 


| him firſt to # defeFFrae loucof Gods werd, and from - 
| thence rothe foue of vnlawtull pleatures in women; 


andther bodily adultery*broughthim ac-lengrh coo] 


derate vſc of pleafures;inthemſchuesiawfull;;per-| 


degrets,' his zeals cooled, his forwavdnefſe ſlaked.| 
| Theexceſgnevic,and loveof lawkulplexfures brought| | 


Eccleſe2.3. 


ſpicituall/enen'to fearfullidolatry;'as is obſerued by: 
| Nehemiah. * | (2453 016 , 2:58 HO 


Our wiſedomethen muſt be to-rake keed'C as hs 
Apoſtle 'zdmomibeth) of this decerefulneſe uf Jarme,, 
leaft we be hardened; and habituatediin fines /For a; 


by degrees, when , by recciuing theifeede of zuill: 
and entifing thoughts, weecometo conteine',and 
then, as Jimesfhemertl; 16/8 haning conceiued;: finxe is 
brourhr forth, and being brought fortb'is perfiredby 
daily pracZiſe, which bringeth-c#flome ,and euſtome 
neceſiity, So tharnow wee tet miſerably: :inthralled 
co firine.” Sith theh'Wet'emmor ell be: aid" of0this' 
ghueſt, ifonce intetrditied', let vs be wary how wee 
enter intothe leaſtparley with him 41nce when wee 


know for well how to ger out+':itis baſkfor vs nor to) 
comeneete ſomuch as tothe confines;” and borders 
thereof. Iris not good comming within the reach 


| habit, and hardneſle in finne comes not ar firſt; bur:|| 


are onceentred but #lixtle ihto'this country 5; wee | 


Tam. 1.14.15. 
i Dun ſeruitur 
 lividini fatts 
ef# conſuetudo, 

et dum conſue- 
tudini non re- 
JSPirurifatta off | 
nece ſſitas, Aug d 
conf, 8.5 ' 
;Nobis quiare-" | 


creds nonefl fa-| 


'cile\, optimum «ft | 
.non pragreds, | 
Tels, p.116,! 
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g00d to come neete the b 
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ling. Chry/oflometels vs that itis a laferule, not one- | 
Hom, 15,adpop | ly coauioidelinneitſelfeburalſothings ſeeming in-. 
| Amtrach, different i; that may toule and draw'vs on to {inne. 
Fo And he inſtances in-laughter, and, quipping, and de- 
licious feafting, .from, whence haue flowen many 
a S_ miſchicfes. Theſe indiflcrent things, at leaſtſofcc- 
Le Rad niing, hexcchunteth the edge!of gbe hill, and bids vs 
Poogrtvet, | Fake hecdehow wee. viethem. And intruth though 
ſuch things may-ſceme nothing ,.yet there is much 
deccit, and danger.in them. ' They arc like Ele his 
doud'y whichat. firſt ſeemed very: lutle,, no. bigger |. 
rherones'liand , yer by -and'by- ic ouerſpreads .che 
whole skie, andcauſeth a daſhing ſhower. Where- | 
foreas the Prophet ; inthe rf riſing of the cloude 
| hed rhe king hyehim to his chariot, to auoidethe | 
rempeliſo-muttyee, foriceing thedanger ofa. great 
rempeſt,cuen.in theſe ſo lirtle: clouds, flye to our 
(helecr-prefently,. - The ewes being forbidden ro 
make, coucnantswith-theGeorriles,. they allo abſtai-. } 
| _- +. --.1| ned:from exinking with, them, becauſe that was a. 
[ __* | ceremony wſed-in ſtriking of couenants,, and ſoiv| 


a _we$ 


| might haug drawen them on thereto... And Ewe ha- 
| , | uingreecipedacommayndement , from God.onely | 
| Gmatmdem'| Notions: tfaicsſbe. mult nontegeh the fruitofthetree 
| inorprivie - | ofknowledgeofgoodand cuill: For rouching might 
i eglexeraxtfe. | HAVE drdvne. wn raſling.; The like warinefle.if.wee 
| | bres ie « | ſhall vſe, then may-wer eſcape this deccittull ſhare | 
| purejan5%, | of our falſeand fraudulent hearts... Orherniſcit wee 
| nig; 2 1tid7 exjn| beroo- rooregardlci of ſmaller matters , of the oc- 
| _—_ ; - caſions and preparatiues toſinne., quickly ſhall wee | 
| maior. juzeane | be caught. Andas in thebody little prickes ofFpin | 
Chyr.ia Gal.1, | Atgleed have bred wrancklings in the ficth, and | 
f thence 
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ucr fauourable indulgenceto our ſmaller finnes can- 
not bur invite and call, yea and with a magneticall 


a. ” g 
1 p 


far more dangerous miſchiefes,''. © LH 2a 

The third deceit ts to tickleour affeRions, and ſer 
our deſires a floate, by preſenting vnto'vs the meere 
and purepleaſtreof finne. For: howſocuer'the plea- 
| ſureof ſinne be a'painfull pleaſute ,' a' ſoiire-ſweere, 
which hath much bitcerneſſe mixed; yer our hears 


lighrof our vaderflandinig ifraken amay,asin David, 


thence wore tijatters haut followed , evet-dearh; ir 
| ſelfear laſtsſo herein theſoule;6ur conmiuvericeando: | 


kinde'of atrraQtion, foretbly draw;vntovs further, and | 


III, Decetr 


tickling of our { 


hearts with 


the meere plea. 


ſure of ſfinne, 


there is farre more gall, and bitternefle}, then hony 
and ſweetneſſe in finne; yet our deceirfull harts will 
; notet vs take any notice thereof, Jikethe J/raclites, 
that could remember the fleſhpors'and onions, bur 
not the brickes,notthe bondage of Egypr. Thus wee 
| deuidethar of Salomon, Goe to yong man, let thy heart 
cheeve thee in the daiesof thy youth, ee : \upprefhing 


thatwhichfollowes, But knowthat for allthis "God 
will bring thee ro indeement. Thus the impure wan- 
| O 4 40n 
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like that of boyes,higing a-pjane ina.taive roſe,and 
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ton 1deceiuerh himlclfe , who harkeneth.t the ſiveet | 
 voiceof theflartering,harlot.. Stolen waters are ſweet 
and the bread of derers 15 pleaſant, But he knowes not, 
ſaith. Saloyson, that the. dead are there, and that her | | 


| phyoſhs: argip tbe: feptb of- bell, Fhis: deceit 15. much. 


 {6:prieking thoſe thar ſmell of them ; or like that of 
cradelmen ,that ſhew their chapmen the better; part 
ofSlheloahLand. hidexthe worle, But to deliuer our 
ſcluss;from-the Jdangerot this. deccit; wemmnſtwhen 
weeare thus tempred with the ſenſe of preſent pica- 
ſure, caſt our gies _—_ i, and looke behind it,to 


. w' 7. +4 4 


we _— is a——_— dotlythe Diuell _ Wn 
once. our Fariour 3goodly.fight of honor,glory,plea- 


ſure,profir, 86.infin2 That thou maiſt nor be inuea- 
pled ghatewirhhou muſt put downe his fi Ight with-: OY 
nother{1ght of ſhame recror, torment here & .inhell, 
and otherſuch like ameadanrs of fin; whichareto. be 
| ſeene'i in the word. Thioke as well of the fourc ſauce,as 


aftheſweat mear\,, aswelof Jaels nayle tO pierce our 
emplegiaSafhenmili&clodgingto: relieucourthix(t 
& wearines;as'well of Dablebsiciflersro cur our hair, 
as of her laptolulys a leep;as well of the pricking,as 
ofhe. pleatatoes of thehaw-thorns. The Greck'Poer 
ſaigs wit Lily. if; thr paine of the beadich mere befere-the 
pleſareof the wine one would be drunke.lf wecquld in 
our apprehenlion feelethepaine of (in. hetore.hang, 
wee ſhould eſcape: the.ſnake that lics-hid.vndee-rhe 
p:cene graſſe,, the hookerhat lies conergd;vndgr: the 
 pleaſanc bair, This is Salomens aduiſcinthe rempra- 


tion 
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on water with the pleaſant colour of the wine ſprin- 
kling & leaping inthe glafle,to remember thar yer is 
the end it wil bite like a ſerpent,& hurt like a cokarrie. 
| And ſoin tempration tovncleannes bythefair ſpeech! 
; andalluring beauty of the harlor, to remember chat 
| Der latter endis bitter as wormewood , and ſharper then, 
 4ny two-edged ſword, For here truely kath placethar 
| ſpeechof abzer, ro lab, Knoweſt rhou not it will be. 
' bitterngſſe in the latter end ?. Sinne may well bring. 
with-it a ffattering pleaſure in the entry , but ir al- 
waiesclofes with a better remorſe1n the end. 


hope of Gods mercy for pardon: This is a very vſuall 
& dangerous deceit. Likethat of the diuels toour Sa-| 
 uiour; Cat thy ſeife iowne headlong, for the Anzels 
ſhall beare thee vp. Soour hartsto vs,caſt your ſelues, 
implinge yourſelves ifro'this ortharſin: The mercy 
#Golibalthelp yotrour, Noyſon-thy (elfe; hereisa 
coimter-poylon.Break thy head: hereis a plaiſter, Sur- 
fetthereis a Phyſition. An intollerablething,ir.is,that 
the merby of God, the onely inniterand prouokerof 


| 


' make that'an entiferro finne , which of it ſelfe is the 
onely-powerf::}, and conſtraining perfxacer to gous 


onrobedience.throuphtheſophiſtry oftheſcnaughty 
harrs ofouts;ſkduld be made an allurer & very baud 


the Prophet, what-? thatthou mightelt be deſpiſed, | 
blaſphemed?i10;/har rhou michteſt be feared. And the | 
foue of Chrift confiraines- Paul to duny: Therefort 
ſee what noble deccivers our hearts-are, that. can 


Or | _—_ 
lineſſe. Bir let them take heede leaſt their hope of | 
mercy 


tion rodrunkennes even then when our teeth are ſer! 


Pro.z2.51, 30, | 


Pro.5.4. 


2 Sam.2.26. 


The 4. deceit is, when it perſwadeth vstotin, vpon ; TV: Deceit, 


, preſuming of 


mercy. 


4s it wereto al filthines.There #5 mercy with thee Taith | Pal 130.4. | 


2 Cor,cel 4, 
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V. Deceit,lea- 
ding neceſlity 
of lining. 


.y as well the inſoſent and impznitent , as the poore, 
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| mercic be not preſumption. Asa man paſlingouer 
a bridge, -which his falſe ſpeQtacles make to {ceme 
broader, then indcede it is, being thereby deceiued,' 

ocs belides the bridge and ſo is drowned : fo isit} 
with thoſe, whoſe deceitfull hearts make the bridge! 
of Gods mercy larger thenit is,they arc in danger of 
falling beſide it into the waters of eternall deſtruQi- 
on, Forthough Gods mercy be of thelargeſt extent, 
yer itis bounded with his truth. And therefore vſual- 
ly in the Scriptures wee . finde thele two coupled tos 
gcther,Gods mercy and his truth.So that Gods mer- 
\ Cy maynot be ſuch , whereby his truth in any ſort 

(ſhould beimpeached. As it ſhould if ir be proſtitu- 


tedit ſelfe indifferently and promiſcuoully to all, 


humble and broken hearted (inner. For vnto theſe 
latter onely is the promiſe of mercy made. And if 
ro the others thegate,of mercy ſhould be ſer open; 
Gods mercies (as Salomon laies of the wickeds rhat 
they are cruel mercies ) ſhould be falſe, and vniuſt 
mercies. But God neuer yet learned ſo to bee mer- 
cifull, as ro make himſelte falſe,and vnfaithfull. |. 
The fift deceit is , when our hearts the better to 
hearten vs to ſinne, plead the neceſſity of liuing in 
this world,and maintaining our ſclues and our char- 
ges. O wee muſt needs liue, ſay ſome. And vnleſſe 
we doe thus, and thus (ſay breake the Sabaoth, lie, 
{weare, defraud, &c.) wee cannot live. Eſau vnder 
this pretence ſold away heauen. Hee was veric hun- 
| gry , and knowing not howto relecue theneceſlity of 
hunger otherwiſe then by accepting of 7acobs con- 
Citions , accepted them. I muſt maintaine my life 
ſaith 


me 
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faith EJaw. Ar this preſcat I-cannot without ſome 
food, food I ſee none bur my brothers portage. This 
I cangot have, without] buy it with my birch-righ: 
And thus he deceiued himſelfe. 'Fhe like deceit wee 
ſhall ſee in Demerrins thefiluer-ſmith , whopleades) 
hard for Diana, and the worthip of her images by 
this very argument: Sirs,ye know that by thi: craft we 
| hase onr goods : If Diapa goc downe, our liuing goes 
| downewith her, Thus would. Sathan haue beguled 
Chriſt, when in his hunger he perſwaded him ro. re- 
leeuchimſelfe by turning ſtones into bread. And in- 
deed ro gerour bread by talſhood,oppreſſion,wrong, | 
or any indireQcourſc is akinde of turning tones in- ! 
to bread. And, what good will ſuch bread doe vs ? 
Bread made of tones ſhall rurne into ſtones, euen 
inthe. very cating. The bread ef deceit though wl 
ucr ſopleaſant, yerin the mouth proucs bur grauell, 
ſaith Se/ozv0nm. Prou. 20.17. Andno maruell: lt was 
made of grauel| and ftones.. Ando returnes to his|- 
firlt ſubſtance, Another remedy againſt this deccir | 
is-to oppoſe a. greater neceſſity of onr ſoules liuing |. 
| both here and hereafter with God, VVhat doſt thou 
tell me of the neceſfity of thy liuing here > There 
| is one onely neceſliry for which there is no excuſe; 
andis, not to offend God. Onething is needefull, faith | wit igly war 
Chriſt, to prouide for thy ſoule againſt hercaiter, | faxcmp gue 
whatſocuer become of this carrionly carkaſe 'of| Tyre wy 
thine. This is the farre greater neceſlity of the two. | 790049504 
Ir is nor then ſimply neceflary for thee toline heere. | T@ Ot & | 
| Or if it were, yernotto live by ſuch wicked meanes, | C#7)/- 
which thine owne vnbelecuing heart ſuggeſteth. 
| Man lines notby bread oxely but by euery word that pro-) 11, 
ceeces © 
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VI. Deceit, 
Pretence of 
doing onely 
for trials ſake. 
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| ceedes out of the mouth of God. And the inſlman lines, 
cuen this his temporall life alſo, not by theſe &thoſe 
ſhifts, but by his Faith. And thatishis' meat in the! 
wanc of other things , according to that of the Pro- 
phet, Truſt inthe Lordand dove good,dwell inthe land, 
and feeae thy ſelfe by or with thy Fauh \ as Tremelliss 
readesit. And- thus we haue: handled :fwie deccits: 
which ourhearts vſc in perſwading vs to {inne. There 
remaine yet diuers others , which wee will ſpeake of 
in the Chapter following. _ > 


Pay 


— 
—  —— CO mmm 


nd —_—_  —_ _— 


of nine more dcceits m the [ame kind. 


T Herefore to proceede forward withitheſe de-] 
ceirs;the ſixth deceit is, A pretencethatwee will 
doe ſuch and ſuchthings (cuill and vngodly) onely 
for triallsſake, that by our owne experience we may 
rhe better learne the vanitic of fine. -For example, 
ſome will goe purpolely-to ſee maſſe, rotheend, as 
they fay , thatthey ſeeing the fooliſhneſle, -and fil- 
thinefſe thereof might learne to loath ir the more. 
Thelike pretenceis vied for ſeeing of plaies, that by | 
| feeing many filthy ſinnes (which the-Apoſttes wonld | 
| not hane once ſo muchas tobe named ) repreſen- 
| ted and adted on the ſtage, wee fhall learne to 
hare thoſe vices the more. Bur GOD hath ap- 
pointed: better fchoolemiſtreſſes of the hatred of 
finne, then the praQtiſe of finne, Why ſhould we 
leauc the meanecs appointed by GOD to worke 
| this hatred of finne, and deuiſe other meanes of our 
orne? Is this the belt way to learnecontineney ;*ro | 
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"rous itis to tryethehear ofthe fire by putting inour 


| ſhall not his experience make vs wiſe? ſhall any man | 
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exerciſe and trade our ſelues in vncleanneſſe ? Was 
there ener any that learned ſobriety by haunting ta- 
uernes and alc-houies?temperanceouteftthe ſchoole 
of Epicuriſme? chaſtity in the ſtewes? [ deny not buc 
God,who draweth lightout of darkeneſle, can heale 
the wound of the viper withthe fleſhof the viper,and 
can make ſin, contrary to his owne nature,to worke | 
our good , driuing, out one poyſon with another. 
What then? becauſe the learned Philitian can heale | 


| vs with poyſon, ſhall wee therefore be tampering | 


with them our ſclues? So in ſtead of health wee may | 
quickly meete with death. No, Salomon himſelfe 
was deceiued in this point 3 as his Eccleſiaſtes ſhew- 
eth. And his experience may teach vs, how dange- 


finger. He gaue himſclfe to a pleaſurable delicious 
life onely for triall-ſake , to make proofe of it, what 
was in it,that if he could not finde happy tranquili- | E<cteſ.2-3- 
ty of minde, hee might leaue ic ſomuch the more | 

willingly. Butalas how miſerably was hee hampe- 
red inthe ſnares thereof? How was he by this meanes 
drawne on to thart fearefull apoſtacy in his old age ? | 


| 


now thinke hee can ſafely beare thatburden, which 
hath already broken Sampſons backe ? | 


þ 9 - 
It reluming 


ES , 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


The ſexenth deceit is, when we ground our liberty VII. Deceie, : 


which weetakeof (inning, vpon thoſe good , either', 1... - y 


graces we haue, or ations we doe; perſwading our , we hauc. 
felues thar alitte dramme of ſome goodneſſe in vs: 

will waigh downe many talents of wickedneſle. For | 

as WE can couer in our brethren many vertues vnder | 

ſome one infirmity : ſo contrarily in our ſelues ( ſo? - 
cunning 


? 


— 
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cunning and crafty arc our hearts ) many,not ſigh-| 
ter infirmities onely , bur even grefler deformities] 
alſo vnder ſomeone, poore, pett;, (happely ſhow of 
vertge , rather then: vertuec it ſelie. Thusthe ciuill 
man thinkes his prophanneſſe and careleſnefle in re-: 
ligion is ſufficiently couered vnder his vprightneſle, 
andiuſt dealing inthe things of chis |:fe. 'i he glo-} - 
zing hypocrite thinkes his zeale in outward profeſ- 
| fion may beare him outin his vncharitable, vnrigh-! 
teous, and vnreaſonable dealing with men. As if 
| Herod ſhould hauethought his hearing of 12h» aſuf- 
| \ ficient priuiledge to him for his inceſt, Thus nobly 
docour hearts decciue vs, making vs belecue that a 

reat heap of chaffe canlye hid vnder a little-hand- 
Fl of corne, that alittle dimme candle-light can 
| chaſe away the foggy palpable darknefle of Egypr. 
Whereas the contrary is the-truth,, that our little 
good is rather obſcured and eclipſed with our many 
| and greatevils, As intheparable of the ſower, the 
thorny groundis faid.to bring forthnofruir, Zuke 8. 
14. and yet before, verſe ſeauen, it was ſaide thar 
the thornes ſprung vp with the ſeede , ſo that the 
ſeede did not periſh in the ground , but ſprous 
| ted foorth , and yeelded ſome fruit; and yet be- 
| Mark 4.7. cauſe, as Marke ſaies, the thornes grew vp, or af- 
| Math, 3.7- | cendedzas Mathew \ſpeaketh, namely,aboue the fruit, 
| therefore the fruite of rhis ground is no fruit : ir 
| lies buried vnder the thornes, itis overtopped, and 
| choaked by they. Loe now, the fruit does not co- 
uer the thornes,but thethornes the frait. It is not ſaid. 
| therewere no thornes, becauſe of ſome hopefull be- 
|  " ginnings of fruit, but centrarily, no fruit becauſe of 
| the 
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the thornes thriving, and increaſing. Vere it not 
abſurd to reaſon thus , whatthough there be many 
poiſonfull herbs inthe pot? yet there are ſome good 
ones, and fo the pnrridge may be good. Nay, if a- 
mong many good hearbs, therewere but one poy- 
ſonfull inthe pot, aman might ſay truely, Death zs 
in the pot , yea,thatthere were no good hearbein it 3 


the goodnefle of the other. So intruth where there 
is bur any onelinne nouriſhed and foſtered, all other 


they are no graces.But moſt of all is this deceit dan- 
gerous in the true Thildren of God ? when they (hall 
the rather preſume in ſome things ro ſinne , becauſe 
they are the children of God , members of Cir//t, 
and fo cannot be ſcuered from him , and becauſe 
they are beautified with ſo many excellent graces, 
which they thinke will eafily obraine pardon for 
ſome ſmall defefts. Thus were the feruants in the 


their calling, they ſhooke off the yoake, anc becauſe 
ithey were Gods fonnes-, would no longer be mens 
\{lines. And thus would the: Divell hane- deceined 
; Chriſt, when hee would have had him prefumed vp- 
; on his priviledge of being the ſonne of God , and 
' therevpon. have caſt himſclfe downe from the pin» 
nacle of the Temple. Marh. 4: 6.. This deceit is ſo 
much the morelamentable, in that theſe gonſidera- 
tions ougieTarher tO be bridlestoreftraine vs from 


| 


and obedience. For the more honour Gat hath 


raing 


becauſe the poylon of the one hath takea away all | 


our graces are not onely blemi/hea, but aboliſhed, ! 


| 


primitive Church deceiued , when vpon occafion of 


ftaning,and ſpitres to pricke vs on to fuither grace; | 


| given vs , the greater care. ſhould we have-to mains) 


a 
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eaine it, accordingtothat of Paul : walke worthy of 
that high calling. Should ſuch a man as 1, ſaith Nehe- 
mie, goe into the temple to lme? Apgaine , haft thou 
ſome graces, ſome good things inthee? Othen dif-| 
grace them not with ſinne , butmake them as grace-} 
full as thou canft, by adding vato them what is wan-| 
ting, thatſo there may be a ſweet proportion, and 
comely conueniency inthe fpirituall body of Grace. 
For as it werean abſurd ſpeech to ſay, I have all o-| 
ther parts of my body ſeemely, and comely, legges, 
hands, cies, lippes, cheekes ; therefore ir mattersnor! 
for my deformed and mis{hapen noſe; no body can 
ſee this blemiſh among ſo many ornaments; yes. 
they willfec it, and marke it ſo much therather, and 
the deformity of thy noſe is made more conſpicu- 
ous by the conformity of thy other members : fo 
alſo alike abſurd is it to perſwade our ſelues, that 
becauſe of fome ornaments in our ſoules, the many 
monſtrous enormities thereof will be winked at. Is 
any woman fo fooliſhas to thinke becauſe her face 
is very faire, and beantifull, therefore ſhe may ſpecke 
| and ſpot it here and there with mire and dirt? or 
| becauſe her clothes ſhine and gliſter, therefore ſhe 
may ſtaine them ? Whereas the fairerthe face, and 
the garment, the greateris the diſgrace of the pots 
and ſtaine. So alſo would any man be ſo ſence» 
leſle, as tothinke thus , becauſc I havea good ſute, 
good ſtockings, cloake and band, therefore I may 
, well enough put on an old duſty , worne,, and torne 
hatre. No this will diſgrace all thereſt of his fur- 
niture; and it would be nothing ſo great a ſore in 
the cies of the bcholders,ifhis doublet and hoſewere 
|  kfattered 
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attered; hisſkooes muſty, hisftockiug's broken, &<., 


The eight deceit is ,- when wee preſume the rather 

co linne,, becauſe wee thinke te make amends for it 
| afterward, by ſome good deedces,as prayer, confel- 
fion,almes,&c. The couerous manſees'a pray,ſeme 
rich booty, whereby hemay benefit himlelfe much; 
| in the iniury and oppreſſionof his neighbour. Yea 
| but his confciencetelshim, opprefſion'is{inne, how 


' | then may hedoeit? His deceirfull heart ſuggeſterh, 


| that if afterward hee be a little more bounrifull in 
| giuing of almes , hee ſhall make. an aboundanr re- 
compence tor his ſinne', and ſo bids hins ſticke no 
longerat the marter. In this one particular, {ſte 
| both propounderh,,. and difconereth this deceit ve- 
| rynorably. The extortioner,faith he; ſazth this nts 
me, 1 am not like the rich man in the Geſpell,1 feaſt the 


TEX. Deceit, 
Hope of ma. 
k:ng amends 
aftervvard. 


De verb. Apoffl, + 


jer.21,tom. 16, 
Dicit mah rape? 
tor rerum alie. 
Barum,&xc. 


Agapas facis, © 
 vinCtis in care 
cere,GOc, 


poore, I (end ſuſtenance to thepriſoners, 1 cloath then 
ked, 1 entertaine the ſtrangers. Towhom hee anſwe- 
reth. Thewthinkeſt thou gineft. © Docnor take away, | Parereputer: 
[and thou haſt ginen. Heereioycethto whom thou | 4,47," 
'< haſt given: but he weepeth, from whom thou haft | 
<raken aways Vhich of theſe two thinkeſt thou 
« will God heare ? Thou ſaiſt rohim rowhom thou 
< haſt giuen,be thanketul for that thou haſt receiued: 
< burton the'ether ſide the other man ſaith,l mourne 
< for that thof haſt taken away : God, hee ſaies io 
«thee, foole,! bad thee giue; bnt not of other fojkes 
<« goods. Know thou foole,who of thy ſpoiles and ra- 
. < pines giueſtalmes,that when thou ſpoyleſt a Chri- Ef | 
|< {tian, androbbeſthim , thou robbeſt Chrift him- 
Eſ(elfe. Andif they ſhall belent to hell char &id not | 
*cloath Chrift (that is a Chriſtian) when naked, | 
P | 


< what 
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'] * peſt him from becomming a Chriſtian, It chou 
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« whatplace ſhall they haue in hell chat made him | 
* naked when hee was clothed ? Here happely thou 
« wit ſay , thou ſtrippeſt a Pagan, and clotheſt a 
« Chriſtian. .Euen heere will Chriſt anſwere thee, 
* oh;ſpare ro damnifie:me. For when thou who art 
« 2 Chriſtian:doeit thus oppreſſe a Pagan ? thou kee- 


« haft then of thine owne,giue; it not: better for thee 
« to gratitienone,thento grate vpon any. So far 4#-|. 
ten, excellently ſhewing the groſenes of this deceit, 
that we may robbe Peter of afterward we will pay Paul 
therewith. This kind of deceit ſecmeth to haue car- 
ried Sau/rothat his diſobedience,inretaining the fat- 
reſt of the Amalekites flockes.. Hee. thought belike 
che {taine thereof would cafily be waſhed out with | 
the bloud of his ſacrifice, whereof hee ſpeakes ſo 
much aftervard to Sawuel.The people torke it to offer 
to the lord thy God in Gilgal. And fo the whoorith | 
woman thinkes the-like water will purge away all | 
the filchineſſe of her luſt. 7 have peace-offerings.(laith: 
(hee, incouraging her ſeife , and her youth in their 
(innes)at home,and 1 hauepaed my vowes, This ſcemes 
a'fſo to have beene the deceit of the Phariſce, as | 
fome reade that Ls.11,41-7e 9iuralmes,(namely of 
goo's 20trenby rapine,and piliage)andthes all wil be 
cleanyheblor ot your vninſtice you think is ſufficient- 
ly waſhed away. A hotrriblething, tothink that God | 
will thus be corrupted, and madeto winke at our tin. | 
No: He that «ffreth to the Lord of the goods of the poore, \ 
'S as he that ſacrificeth to the ſaone before the Father, 
But here is a double deceir. 1 That we can fatif- 
fic for our {innes by any of our workes, 2. That there- 
fore 


PR 


The deceigfulneſſe of mans heart. 
fore wee may boldly ſinne. For firſt, ſay that thou 
couldeſt ſarisfic God for the wrong which thy finne 
doth to him , maieſt thou therefore lawfully offer: 
| wrong and violence to him ? wouldeft thou thinke| 
thy neighbour might lawfully ſteale from thee, if 
after he would make ſome reſtirution ?or breake thy 
| head,if after he would giue thee aplaiſter ? But then 
|\iris notſo, that any works of obedience can ſatisfic 
for thy former diſobedience. If thou wert bound 
to a man in two ſcuerall bonds for two ſeuerall 
debts, and hauing forfeited one, ſhouldſt afterv ard 
pay the other, wouldſt thou be fo fooliſh astothinke 
chat by payingthis latter, thow hadſt ſufficiently dif- 
charged theformer? If a ſeruantzhauing loytered all 
one weeke , ſhould painefully labour all the next, 
would his maſter yet indure him pleading the laſt | 
\weekes diligence , aa ſufficient recompence of the 
formers negligence ? No.. For it was his duety to 
labour both weckes. Sathe obedience thowperfor- 
meſt to God, isa debt due to him: thou canſt not 
pay one debt with another. If a chapman , hauing 
gone long inthemerchants bookes,ſkouldat length 
pay for thathce tookelaſt,had heethereforeſatished 
for all thatwas taken before? Arid yer this is the fop- 


our ſejues alſo(for naturally there is much ofthe po» 
piſhlcauen in vs )to thinkethat if after we haue ſin- 
[ned,we befor a while a little more careful chenor- 


| dinary, of prayer, confeſſion, reading, hearing, and | 


ſuch like exerciſes , then all is wellagaine. But $«- 
| lomon tells vs, that the ſacrifice of rhe wicked is:abo- 


mination to the Lord, And therefore the exerciſes: 
| P 2 of 
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IX. Deceir, 
Pretcnce of 
inſuing good. 


Nemo ita per- 
plexus texetur 
inter duo vita, 
| Quin 4h exitus 


pateat abjq; 3. 
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of eodlineſſe perforined by ſuch as wallow in ſinne | 


without repentance,cannot pacife his wrath. 


which otherwiſe cannot be had; or the prevention 
of fome greater eml], which otherwife cannot be 
auoided. Hence that deceirfull rule, of two earls 
chuſe the leaſt; Lotiwas caughtin this fnare, when 
hze would hane redeemed. the greater {inne of the 


his daughcers, waca hee wauld haue preuented Fo- 
domy by permiſfioniof 4ikulterie. So Hered hauing 
{worne to gratifieithe.requeſt of that dancing: mi- 
non, far the avoyding{ot-rhe ſandes'; ruſhes vpon 
therocke; preventing prrzury, as hee thought, by 
murther. Butithotruchiis A man is neuer ſo incom- 
paſied betwikxetwmacnils ,.. but hee may finde an out- 
goingqwirHour:@ third, '. Now .as. concerning the 
hape: of ſome :good' that.may-infue, heere Lozs 
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Iaughterswere:caught , as well as theirfather inthe 
former..Forwhr they fell into that foule abomi- 
nation:;d5 inogſt;; 21! all: ikehihoode: this was:rhat 
which: prevailecwith/rhom car hape they had that 
by -rhis: meanes.; in "their fathers pofterity, the 


Church of Gnd ( atherwiſe in their” opinion necre | 
| an end )/ ſhould' be; vpheld;; and; preferued 5 And 


was others ax. good{y co:our,:to: commend inceſt 
vnto them,-the-preferuarion of rhe Church from 
ruire? But:had not 4braharmas good'a colour: for 
rohaucſpared faack,contrary. to Gads commande- 
ment ? cuen:thelametharcheyhad, theipreſeruati-- 


— 
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Sogomtes againft his ghueſts , with the leffe againſt | 


[+ 
| 


The ninth deceit is, when wee perſwade our (clues; 
10 the-committing of ſome {iyne, vpon preterice, | 
either of the-.confequence of ſome great good, | 


LOSS Rr on Son > ti Woe eats 2 eee te 
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on, and faluation of all the ele&, which hee might 


whom hee: knew: the Mrſs:4h, muſt; come. And in- 
| deed if e Abraham had not hada ſound heartindeed, 
| here had beene fieplace for this deceit. The leapers 
| were thus deceived , when, contrarie ro Chriſts' 


| commandement,. they diuulged the, Miracle of | 
theirhcabing : :T heit reaſon was'te:\declare Chrilts | 
 xlory,, and their owne thankefulneſle. Bur they | 
{ ſhould have learned , that gs when God commands 


| things otherwiſe. forbidden. ,, then they are no| 


{umnes-;;as in Abrahams caſe: ſowhen he forbiddeth 
things: :otherwile -oommanded, ' then they are, no 
parts of obedience , whatſoener-plaufible perſwa- 
fions wee may frame to our ſclues. Sar} allo was 
thus-decciued when. for. the better ouerthrowing 
ofthe Philiftimes, hee forbad:the people to cate any 
thing tithe cucning.; So #ebecca, when for gayning 
the bleſſing ſhetaught her ſonne how tolic; Aaſter 
makes mention of ſome that juſtified the reading 
| of the immodeſt, and laſciuious .writings of the 
' heathen Poets vnto young boyes, by the;good thar 
; comes ofir., namely the fining of the tongue, the 
' poliſhing of the ſpeech. That which is good is 
; pretious indeede, and according to Salomons rule, 
' We are to bey it', but yet not to our diſaduantage;. 
with the lofſe onely. of worſe things, not of berter | 
things then that wee buy, Wee muſt nor buy elo- | 
| quence, and g9od words ſo dearely , as with the lofle 
| of good conſcience ; wee mult nor redeeme our little 
 fnger,withthe-loſſe-of our cies. For ,as excellently 
 4nſten;Good words arent more eaſily learned by thoſe 
f £ filthy | 
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feare would haue beene buried in Yazcks athes; 'of - 
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Hinc verba di- | 
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Non omvino 


| per hanc tar)6- 
| eudinem verbs 
6/34 commod:45 
d1{trentur, fed 
ba 
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\ eurpi udo h&tc 


! per hes via 


comdentinus 
perpetra! KT, 


| thered«theoviferieagainſtithe Philiſtims} indoede 


filthy writings: but filthinefſe is more confidently practi | 
fed by reaſon of | thoſe words. > Wharſozuer good it is 

wee may thinke-to come” vnto by finning, .it 1s no- | 
thing to! that hurt wee doe to our:owne' foules: ih * 
(inning. It were madnefle to loofe. a thouſand | 
pound, togaine an hundreth : much more to looſe | 
it for nothingy.miſſing of. chat. hoped-forhundreth. 
So. is it- here linfhis deceir;? in.not {inning, when | 
wee are tempred, there is an” vaſpeakeable good-- 
now when we ſinne vpon hopeof ſoine great good, 
firft wee looſe the good of abſtaining trom finne, of 
keeping: our! foules-: pure trom-+that- defitement. 
T his wee. wittingly | looſe.”. Now :that great good 
we thinke towinne by this loſlc , is in comparifon 
with this ,, but as a dramme to talent. This were 
bad enough, one:would thinke: Yet here is not all, 
For belides the-lofle:wee:purpoſely put our felues 
ynto , weelooſe alfothat wee hoped:to:gaineby: this 
lofſe; both the talent,and che drarmametoo., As $24 | 
when by his wicked: execration, and cruell prohi- 
birion of faode-to the: people,thoaght.to hauc fur- 


7 


he hinderedir, as:/97arhan obſerncd: For itthepeo: 
ple had not beene:out of heart, for want of foode, 
they might far more valiantly have purſued their 
acrerfaries.. And ſoirfareth with.vs, as with: the 
dogee in the Fable; that-Jctting fall the fleſh that 
was in his moutl;, to catch at the ſhadow thereof, 
loft both that hee had, and that he thought to haue 
had, both ſubſtance, and thadow too. For indeede 


that good, which wee procure by inning, is rather 
a ſhadowof good, then any truegood. VVhenyee 
doe 
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doe cuill that god may comethereof, thoughthe! 
thitg itſelfe be good, yerto vs itis nor good. Our? 
finhe in procurihg, it hath altered the nature of it. | 
If this were well thought of by ſome , they would 


— wo - — — 
. > 


not ſo decciuethemſclues, as they doe, invſing baſe 
ſhifts, and-indireQ, and vnhoneit-courſes,. for the 


thus be inabled. 1 eeil ſuch , that the good which 
thus they doe tothe Church, in them is no good, 
bur turned into finne.. For as in 7eb it is ſaid that 
| wee may-nor lie for God, ſoncither may wee op- 
prefle , defraude , or doe any other euill either tor 
God , orthe Church of God. Hee knowes how to 
proyide for his Church without thee. Hee will not 
be honoured, with the price. of 'a dogge:, and a 


/innes, either for his owne glory, or his Chorches, 
"Neuer feare; that either of theſe will fall downe, 
though they ſeeme neuer ſo much to ſhake, vnleſſe 
thou ( as onee Yz:24h his hand to ſaue the arke ) put 
vnder theprop of thy {inne. Butagainſt this deceit 
| for euer remember that golden rule of the Apoſtle, 


whore. He needes not thy ver/xes , much lefle they | 


| inriching, of their. ſtate , vpon prerence of doing | 
good to the Church , whereto they ſay they. ſhall 


i 


! 


| 
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Tob 13,7. 


Deut 23.18, 


| [Vee may n0t doe enill, (nonet theleaſt) that good | Rom. z. 


(though the greateſt) may come thereof, 


Thetenth deceit is, when wee therefore preſume {| x. Deceit, vr- 


to goe on inourinnes , becauſe our meaning is, if 
, wee may beleeue our hearts , to continue alſo in 
the practiſe of godlineſle, as it were parting ſtakes 
| betwixt God , and the Diuell. It our hearts ſhould 
perſwade vs foto inthrall our ſelues to finne , as 

wholy to renounce Gods ſervice, and ſhake off his 


| ging of our 


purpoſe ſtil] 


rc continue 
cody, | 


P 4 _ yoake, 
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| fluttereth himſelfe in his worldlineſſe, becauſe hee 
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yoake, this would not ſo eaſtly be granted. Bur 
now. when they beare vs in hand, that: ſtill wee thall 
continue gods feruants, notwithitanding: our: fer= 
vice performed to finne,, wee quickly apprehend 
this, and thinke this will be fine, if wee can both 
pleaſe Gad,and our owne naughty hears too. This 
was Sal9mens deccitin his firſt declination,when hee 
began ouer-much to hearken to the inchantments 
of pleaſures ; that for all his pleaſures, hee would 
ſtill continue his former exerciſcof piety, But when | 
once he had gone thus farre,to admit of ſuch com- 
panions with God , in the ſeruice of his heart, they 
could not long endure Gods partnerfhip, nor yet 
God theirs, and ſo Salemes atlength gaue ouer the 
ſerutce of God , and ſerued idols. Neuer then let 
vsthinke that wee can ioyne together things ſo in- | 
ſociable, godlinefſe,. and wickedneſſe.  Ir-1s a hard | 
matter to exerciſe two ſcueralltrades; muck more | 
ewo ſuch contraric trades, as theſe two, Neuer let 
vs be ſogrofle, astothinke wee can reconcile things 
altogether irreconcileable,God, and Sathan; ye can- 
not ſ:rue two contrary Maſters, God, and Manmon, 
Ge24,and Bacchus, God , and Yenus. TheMammoniſt 


purpoſeth ſtill to continue his zeale and forward- 
neſle.in religion, But this is impoſſible. For how 
can ſuch a worthy princefle as Grace, indure ſuch 
rogies for her bedi-llowes, to lodge with her inour 
hearts, as are Couetouſneſle, Volupruouſneſſe? 8c. 
No, gracemuſlt haue all,ornone. If any finnes haue 
buta parc, it muſt haucall. Loe thennotable'craft. 
If you will let ſuch and ſuch ghuefts in to haue 


ſome 
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| ſomeroome , they will not--be 'any vnquiet neigh- | 
| bours; Grace ſhall tnjoy her roome ſtill, But when 
' once they are got in, Grace is fo annoied, that ſhee 
'is faine to depart preſently. And. fo all alles to 
their ſhare. | 
The elenenth deceit is, when wee ficth and con- XI. Deccir, 

ficme our ſelues in our finnes, becauſe of ſome hy- j127 "mane 
. mane lawes which may ſeeine ro fauour them. Ge. 
' Though yer indeed, they onely tollerate them, and. 
| not aYow them. Thus the common Vlurer decei- 
' ueth himſelfe; why the law allowes ten in the hun-. 
' dred: yea, but the law onely ſtints; and limits ir to | 
| ten inthe hundreth , and ſo farre giues way to ir, 
| for thepreuenting of a greater miſchicte. And this ; 
| will not be cnongh to excufe the Vſurer inthe court | 

of Conſcience. Thus the ewes deceiued themſelues in | 
| the matrer of their Polyg+my,in having many wines; | 
| and intheir diuorces for every trifle, They rhaught 
| Moſes law had allowed them in theſeſinnes. VWhere- 
' as Our $4u7ony ſheweth, Afeſes onely gaue a tolerati- Mar.rg,18. 
' on, becauſe of the hardneſſe for their hearts. Soin the 
| matter of maintenance for the Miniſtery , many, 
' though rich andable,yer refuſe to giue any thing, be- 
' cauſe they haue not thoſe things ,the riches whereof | 
' the Lawrequires for this purpoſe. Yecthe Law of Ged: | 
is plaine,/et bim that is tanght make him that teacheth G.1.6.6, 
' bim partaker of all his goods .And againe inthe citics Num.35.8, 
' which the other tribes muſt give the Leuites, God 
; would hauethis proportion to be kept; ſuch tribes, ' | 
| as had more cities in their inherirance, ſFould pare | 
| with more: ſuchas had lefſe, with fewer . By the e-| 

quiry of which proportion, thoſe that are — | 

oun 
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| boundto give more tothe miniſtery ;, then. thepoo- | 
'rer. And yet, jfthis colour of humane law mill ſerue | 
| the turne , they may give lefle; For the poorer may | 
| haueriches payable by the Law, , when the richer 
| haue none, But Gods Law requires, that according 
' to our ability , whether our eſtare be in marters. 
tithable, or not, that matters not; with God , wee | 
ſhould mainraine the miniftery. | 
X1T. Deceit, The rwelftb deceit is, when therefore wee flatter 
'fromovrm®- ! our ſelues in our ſine, and thinke wee may well c-; 
fares, — | novgh docit, as long as wee keepe.a moderation in 
| | finning , and decnot laſhour ſofarre ag others doe, 
Thus many thinke they necde not ſticke to ridevpon 
{ the Sabeoth, though tor trifling , triuiall cauſes , ſo 
they ſtay an houre by theway tohearea Sermon,and 
doe not wholly ſpend-it in trauelling , as ſome doe. 
Thus many beare theraſelues our 1n their hard and 
vniuſtdealing with the poore , becauſe they vſe not 
| all that cruelty they might, and that others doe; be- 
cauſe they onely clip off the wea/, and not the /zuing 
flcſh : it may be they take bur halfe the forfeiture of 
a band ; ir may be they reſtore halte of the worth of 
thepledge, when it is forfeired. So Theeves thinke if 
they leaue ſome mony inthe rraucllers purſe, and ler 
him ſcape with his life, which was in their hands, 
| they are ſo farre frombeing to be accuſed for their 
{tealing, that rather they are to be commended tor | 
| their mercy, and moderation in ſtealing. Thus Da- 
|2 Sam.11.4, | #id though hee followed his luſtin lying with Bath- | 
| /heba, yet he would nor lye with her, but being puri- 
fied, according to the Law + And lying with her ſo, 
his deceitfull heart made him thinke hee might the 
more 
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' moreſafely doe it. But this deceit is not hard tobe) 
; diſcovered. Doth Dauid indeede make conſcience 
of ceremen;all, and yer none ot -orall puritie? Doth 
the theete make conſcience of leaning one twelue- ! 
 pencein the trauelters purſe, and none of taking ma-, 
ny hundreths out of it? So in the remitting of halfe 
the forfeyture , | aske of thee, whether the ſame | 
reaſon that makes thee giue one halte, ſhould not 
. preſſe thee:to giue the other alſo, thou hauing no' 
' more right betore God to keepe the one part then 
 theother ff | 

'T he thirteenth arceit'is,, in wreſting the Scripture X11". Deceit, 


wreſting the 


 tomakoit ſerucounturne, , And it-once our deceit. | gfe mstne 
full Rearts-can finde the leaft colour for.our finnes | betor vs. 
there, then runne we away with it, and take liberty to 
 ſinne bolgly.lt ſhall not beamiſle to ſee this in ſome 
particulars, po 
'.it For liberty: in{inning, prophane- ones alledge Obie, 
thatof Salomon, Be not inſt ower-much. $0.24 man may | Eccde.7.18.19, 
' be too forward, and preciſe. And againe, be not | **lained, 
wicked ouer-much. So then a man may be wicked 
moderately. Kc - | h 
\  Anſw.The former wordsare nottobevndc..tood|, ,,,, 
| of true righteouſnefſe, as rhough there could be roo | 
' much rhere, but a deviſed righteouſneſſe of _ 
| ewne, without the word of God. Such as is that of 
the Papi/ts in. whipping themſelues, Therefore Salo-| | 
' mou addes in the {ame place, Neither be tco wiſe. | | | 
| Make not thy ſelfe wiſer then God, inpreſcribing to | | 
thy ſelfe aſtricterrighteouſncſle, then his word im: | 
; poſeth'vpon thee. -VWhar then? isthis to cry downe 
 thepraCtiſe of truepiety,and mortificarion comm par | 
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| ded inthe word ? As forthe Jatter words, of not be- 
| | ing too wicked, they doe not give vs leave to be 
wicked in any fort, thoughnener ſo little, no more 
Roms.1z. , then the Apoſtle, ſaying , Les not ſinne raigne, doth | 
| thereby giueliberty ro vs , that (innemay be tolera- | 
ted,ſo it raigne not; or then he doth, when he ſaies,) 
Let not the Sunne goe downe vpon your wrath;thereby | 
give liberty to be angry till the ſunne fer. But as | 
| there the meaning is , that if itbe fothatwe cannog | 
wholly be free from raſh anger ( which were to be 
wiſhed)yet weſhould not nouriſh it, butlabour with 
all ſpeedo quench-it: ſoalſo heere,thatifirbe ſo we 
cannot altogether be free from:'the: taint of wick- 
edneſſe,, yet that wee ſhould keepetour ſelnes from 
laſhing our into the exceſle thereof ,as the common 
ſort doe , no farther are the words to. be ſtret- 
ched. . IG D13TGC 
2 For continuing impenitentlyrintheir finnes the 
Prou.14 16, | alledgethat of' Salomon , The inft man falleth ſeaurn 
times a day,and riſeth againe. VVhich is tobe vnder- 
ſtood of his falling into afflicFion , and nor into /amne. | 
| Solikewiſe they vrge that of F=#el , 44 what time 
| ſoexer a ſumer repents,&c. But they forgetthat of S. 
| Auſten, Hee which gineth pardon ts the repenter, doth 
| not alwaiesgine repentance to the ſinner, | 
| | 3 For mixt dancing of men and women, that of 
| Eccle.3.4, Salomon, There tt a time to dance. eAnſwe Salomon 
; ©xpound-4* | ſpeakes nor of ſuch things as we ought to doe,or may 
| doe, by the commandement,or permiſſion of God: but 
of ſuch things, as fall out, and cometo paſle by the | 
proutidence and decree of God. There is an appointed 
time,namely in Gods eternall decree, for every thing; 
| name- 
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namely that falls out, euery , eicher croſle, or plea- 
ling accident; for otherwiſe there is no ſuch time, 
wherein we are bound to throw away that wee hauc, 
| ſoas weare to keepe and getir. | 
| 4 Forvſury, that in theparable, hy diddeſt chou 
not pat it foorth to the exchangers, that I mioht baue 
mine owne vantage? Anſm. Grant thatthis be fpoken 
i alluſion to the praiſe of common and cruell vſu-' 
'rers, yet the Scripture dveth no more allow of the: 
' common trade of vſury by borrowing a fimilitude of 
| them, then of vniuſtice, in the parable of the thee- | 
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Math,25.2z7, 


| niſh ſteward, or of theft, in ſaying, Chriſt ſhall come | Luba 


| asa theefe inthe night, or-7 the heathens Olym-| : Tha 5.2. 
picke games, in comparing: :ne practiſeof Chriſtia- | * ©9r.9 24. 
nity to choſeraces,or of da.:c;nginthar parabolicall | yy... 


ſpeech, Wee haue piped, and yee hawe not danced, or of 

charmes and incanrations , in likening the wicked to 

the deafe adder , which heareth not the voite of the in- 
chanter; 

| * 5 Por fornfcation,that itis indifferent , the words 

' of che councell, 4s 15. ioyning fornication , and 


I— <-> —— 


| conforting it with things indifferent, viz. bload, and | 


' things flraneie?, | 
" Anſw.The reaſon'of thar coniunQion was the ge- 
{nerall account that thoſe times made of fornicari- | 
| on,not the councells owne op. anion. 
6 For dcfiling, ar the lexſt the outward man 


I es ee 


tome when 1 come into the houſe ef Rimmon , wth the 
Prophets anfwere, Goe inpeace. Anſw. T hewords in 
the eriginall.as fomelearned have obſerued, may be 


readethus,God be mercifull vutomee, for 1 haue gove 
| | WP" =—_— 


with idotatry {Nazmans petirionyor be merefull Vn-| » Kings « vv. 
nc roicd, 
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\ into the houſe of Rimmoen,ſo that Naaman,now purpo- 
| fing wholly to cleave to the crue God, craues par- 
\ don, forthat which hee had done, no /eaxe, for that 
| hewas to doe. The word is vſcd in the ſame man- 
| ncr in the inſcription oftwo Plalmes togerher;In the 
| 51. Plalme, 4 P{alme of Daxid, after the Prophet Na-) 
than c1me to bim, Forhe Ggid not make the Palme, 
till after hee had beene with him. So 1n 52. P/alwe, 
A Pſalme of Dauid, after that Doeg came , and ſhewed 
Saxl, &6, Andin 7ſalme 54. After the Zighims came. 
7 For a lawlefſe liberty to deale with our owne 
Wh | things as wee liſt, that inthe parable , May 1 not doe 
"0% | withmineonneas liſt? Anſ, Itis Gods ſpeech, and. 
' his peculiar priuiledge , not thine, who haſt nothing 
{1mply thine owne. | | 
8 For remporizing and framing of our ſelues toall 
companies,that ofthe Apolile. nts the ewes; became 
434 lew,,7c.An.The Apoſtle became as a lew to the 
lewes, and as a Gentileto the Gentiles, not in.con- 
forming himſelfe roany of their impieties: for hene- 
ver ſacrificed to the Gentile Gods, to make him- 
ſclfe as ene without the Law , to them that were 
Compaſſiove mi- | Without the Law; but, 1.in the vſcof things indiffe- 
= ver] rent. -2, in a mercifull compaſſion towards them, 
lace fit.n.raz. | tenderly carning inhis bowels ouer their ſoules, not 
| 9%em ezar qui | jn a crafty counterfeiting of their faſhions. Hee be- 
miniſtrat exro- . 
rom em? | COMmeth as a ficke man to the ſicke , not thar fei- 
febres babere | neth himſelfe to be {ick of the ſame diſcaſe, but thar 
$995 Kar eng miniſtreth vnto him, and, with a bemoning minde, 
ti,ec.Aug. in | thinketh what he would be glad others ſhould doeto 
pp. him being ſicke, and does the ſame. ro his brother. 
Diverſe ſuch like wringings of Scripture might bee | 
| :inſtan- | 
F — —  ——— 
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inſtanced in. But theſe are enough to giue vs a ſay 
of the deceitfulneſle of our hearts in this kinde. | 
The-laf# deceit is the inventing of inuaſions, how to| XIV. Deceir, 
elude ſuch arguments, whether from the Scripture, cl 
or from ſoundreaſon,as make againſt our finne. To] gainſt vs, | 
ſhew this in ſome particulars. | 
1 When weeplucke and pinch the long haire of | 
rufftans with that pregnant text , Jt 5s a ſhame for a| _ 
| man to weare long hajre. Nature it ſelfe teacheth it, | 4 
Anſwere is made, that itis onely to be vnderſtood of | 
ſuch haire, that isas long as womens. Bur as it is 
| faid of the Phariſees , that their PlylatFaries were 
broad, but their expoſitions of the Law narrow, lo ir 
may be ſaid of theſe men,their harre is long,but their 
expoſition of this Scripture is very ſbort ; whiles they 
reftraine the word, which ſignifieth to nouriſh the 
haire at large, onelyto ſuch-a kinde of nouriſhing,as 
women vie,that letitgrow downe to their feere. - t:0- 
mer viingthe Apoſtles word,calls the Gr eci:n5,nou- 
| riſhers of their haire ; who yertl hope did not weare 
their haire ſo long as women, that they were faine 
| tobind it vp. Thus in ſtead of clipping their haire, 
[they clippe the Scripture. 
2 The like ſhift is that which is vied to decline | Deur. 22.5. 
the ſtroke of Dent. 22. againſt age plates , wherethe| - 
man that putteth on! womans apparel} is ſaidro be} 
an abomination to the Lord. A fearctullchundeibolk, 
Bur loe, a thicker, which forne of 1/ams fonne, have 
found to hide themſclues from tis rhundring voice 
of the Lord; and thatis a corrupting glofſe, which 
interprets it of ſuch orely , tht weare womens ap- 


parell ordinarily , and darhy, fo as women veto doe. ; 
: Yea 
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'Nnicd , bur players pur it on, when they act _— 
parts. And the ſamewordis vied of Dads putting! 


i 


. on Sawls armour, who yet put it off againe preſent- 


| Yea, butthe wordis to put 897), andit cannot be de- 


m— 


3 And laſtly, notto exceede inmultitude of ex- / 
aimples, when the negligence of Paſtours is checked | 
with that expreſſe commandement , feede the flocke; | 
thatis , ſaith the deceirfull heart, either bythy lelfe, 


or by another. And yer Chriſt biddeth Peter if hee 


' | Looke then how thouart to love Chriſt, ſo thou art 


| 


— 


love him, andas he loues him , to feede his ſheepe, 


ro feede his fheepe. If thou thinkeſt it enough ro 
loue Chriſt by a deputy, then maiſt thou allo ſafelic 
thinke it enough to feede his ſheepe by a deputy. 

It might be ſhewed in many other things belides, 
how full of ſubrill and ſophiſticall wit our heartsare 
in coining of diſtinCtions, and deuiſing ſhifts to 
reſtraine hatreds, as they call them, that is,the com- 
mandements that make againit them. Bur the que- 
ſtion is , whether theſe diltinCtions will gee for cur- 
rent, or no, before God. In theſe caſes it is-beſt to | 
take that which is ſureſt,and freeſt from danger. No 


; danger atall of ſine can there be in neuer putting 
| on of womans apparell, in wearing our haire 1n the 
ordinary ſhortnes, in feeding the flocke in our owne | 
' perſons. But the other matrersare doubttull,and que- 
' {tionable. Take heedetherefore, leaſt, on thy death 
; bed, thou make this doubt, O what if that were not 
' the meaning of that place, feed theflocke, thar is, ei- 
| ther by thy ſelfe, or by thy ſubſtirute? How it Chriſt 
meant onely feeding by ourſelucs,in our -" per- 

: lons? 
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ſons? how'then ? who ſeerh not, that when: death | 
s | commeth, then all our quirkes of wit, whereby wee 
| 


ſoothed our ſelues in our finnes, vaniſh away as 
ſmoake > Venter net then to leane.vpon ſuch broken 
ſtaues, whichwill ſurely faile thee in thy greateſt 
neede. | 


| Cnare. XVII 


- Sixe deceits of the heart in perſwading to the omiſsi- 
', 0n of good. | Mw 


[4 vis ſpoken of the deceits of our hearts in 
perſwading to the commſtion of eu;ll, it remai- 
neth that weproceed to their deceits in perſwading 
rothe omiſſzon of that which is Good. And they are 
ſpecially ſeaxer. h 
The firft is, when,as before thefowle and ougly 
faceof finne was painted with the faire colours of 


vertue and holineſle : ſo here,contrarily, the beauti- | 
full face of vertue is all to be (lurred, and ſmeared 
with the blacke ſoote of thoſe vices, which ſeeme ro 
haue ſome affinity with it. Thus conſcience of ſinne 


pulofity ; obedience to Gods lawes is thought the 
baſeſt bondage, 7/al. 2. Iuſt ſeuerity heares ill, vn- 
der the name of mercilefle cruelty. Zeale is cenſu- 
redfor hypocriſie, rafhneſle, madnefle. Patience for 


is traduced as preciſe niceneſſe, and needleſſe ſcru- | 


ſtupidity, and cowardize. Humility for baſeneſſe of 
| minde, \ 
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The deceitfulneſſe ofmans heart. 

| minde: viſedomeforcraft, And foare many excel- 
'Jent graces and workes diſcredited with vs, andwee: 
brought out of love, and liking with them. 1udas. 
diſgraced che iuft and honorable liberality of Mary, 
in breaking the boxe of ointment on our Sauiour,as 
too profuſeand riotous a waſt. Thelewes taxed ohns 
ſeuerergravity as diabolicall: and Chrifts gentler affe- 
bility as Epicnreall , and ſauouring of licentiouſneile. 
| Ahaz counted truſting on God to be tempting, of 
; him. And the Papifts {lannder marriage, as an vn- 
' cleane and fiz(hly worke. Herein vertue fares much 
| like her followers , who neuer could be frce from | 
' thoſe aſperſions,and imputations,which of all others 

they leaft deſcrued. But, as the wicked, to bring 
' the godly into hatred , haue alwaics raiſed vp flaun- | 
 derous reports of them, thatthey are thus and thus, | 
(as of the Chriſtiansin the Primitiue Church, that 
| they were enemies to the Emperours , prattiſers of | 
| 


vncleanneſſe in their mectings, &c..) when indeede' 
they are nothing leffe ſo doe our hearcs craftily miſ- 
 informe vsof vertue, and as once they of the Huz- | 
notes tell vs terriblechings of it,tobring vs quiceourt 
of conceit with ir. | 
The ſecond is, when our hearts would onely ob- 
faine thus much of vs, to remit bur alittle of - our 
forwardneſie and zeale, as in the ſirict-obſervation | 
ofthe Sabaoth , and other ſuch like duties. For by | 


our hearts was, to bring vs from a {zttle.to much: ſo 
heere, from a /itrle ro no:king at all,that by little and 
; It:tle degenerating, at.the length we might be quite 
| ſtriprand empryed of all goodneile, A fearefull ex- 
ample 
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ample whereof the: Church of Epheſus yeeldeth; 
whoſe litcle abatement of the feruour of her tirft 
loue made wayto the;remoouall of her golden can- 
dlefticke , and fo ro the bringing in of thar feareful] 

and farall darkeneſle wherein her former ſo glorious 
-and (bining a light was wholly extinguiſhed. Our 
| wiſedometheretore in ſtand:ng out againſt our owne | 
hearts , and the Diuell, with whom they conſpire, 
muſt be like tothar of 20/es in ſtanding out againſt | 
Pharaoh,not to yceld ſo much as a hoote ; If we doe, | 
our caſe inthe end will be the ſame with them , tha: | 
yeeld allar once, and at the firſt daſhwholly fall a- | 
way. Ir matters not greatly to Sa1han,in theſpiritu- | 
| all (hipwracke , whether the ſhip be ſuddenhic caſt 
away by ſome violent tempeſt , or be drowned by 
degrecs , the water getting in by little and little at 
ſome little hole. Lingring conſumptions, bring 
death,as well as the violent burning feuers. Hee that 
# careleſſe in his buſineſſe, ſaith Salomon,ts brother to 
{ the waſter and will ſurely cometopouerty inthe end. 
This is truealſo ſpiritually. Ifonce wee beginne to 
flacke of our care and watchfulnefle , and begin ; 
| to grow cold and carcles, and tocarry our ſclues re- | 


{lame caſe with them , that waſt and hauocke all cor | 
[ſcience at once. Sincetherefore this is the Diuel's | 


| 
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Reucl. 2.4.5. 


Prou 18.9, 


miſſely in religion, wee ſhall quickly come into the | - 


craft, and our owne hearts together , not toſet vpon |.,,,, 
| our whole treaſure and ſtorc at once, but heere 2 | compared 


| ſnatch,and therea fnatch,till by lirtle and little,they | mal ona 
| have exhauſted vs: like Nebackadnezar in the ſpoile | © © 


[1 


' ofthe Temple, firſttaking away one part of the for- | 


niture, then another : it ſtands vs in hand to holde 
faſt \ 
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from the crou«| {1nne our hearts cunningly abſtracted the paine trom 


; cauſe, there ſceimesto be loſſe, we thould not onely 
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faſt our owne , and not to. let poe the: leaſt parcell | 
thereof. For if once a breach be made in vpon vs, 
and but ſome little taken away , wee cannot but be 
weakened thereby, and ſo lyc open to further dan- 
ger. How often faith. S. Aaftex, © hauing atfirſt but 
*" colerated of thoſe which tcl! idle tales, leaſt wee 
« ſhould offend the weake 3 atcerwards by little and 
{ little have wee come willingly coliſten vatothem ? 
[f once we become lukewarme, wee are ſo much the 
ficter ro become coid, and then tofrecſe. If we (uf- 
fer zeale to coole , quickly wee ſhall come toreſt in 
the outwardperformance of religious exerciſes,with- 
out any ſenſe of the quickning life and power of 
godlineſſe inthem, and at length weeſhali proceede 
on, from this deadſenſeleſneſſe , roopen prophane- 
neſle , and contempt of all goodneſle. Withſtand 
thenthe tirſt beginnings of declining. 

| Therhirdis, when the pleaſure,comfort,and re+ | 
ward of godlineſle is ſeucred from the toyle, trouble 
and affli-Rion that waites vponir. As,contrarily in | 


© 
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| the pleaſure. This deceit ſometimes prevailes with 
| the godly; as with Dauid, when confidering the pre- 
| ſentafflitions ofthe podly,hecries out,!hawe waſh:d 
| mine hands in innocencyin vaine, But more common- | 
ly with the men of this world , when they herethar | 
 bardſaying, fany man will ae godly, hee muſt ſuffer 
 per{eention, 2nd if any man will be my diſcip/e, he muſt 
forſake all, father, mother, lands, living, and lite it 
felfe, Bur hereChryſoſtome giues vs an excellent ruie, 

that when in any good thing to be done for Gods 
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| looketo the loſe, but to the gaine alſs incloſed in 
this loſſe, Art thou to giue almes, anddoth the ex- 

| penſe of money trouble thee ? Conſideralfothere- 
turne and increaſe of that which-thou expendeſt. 
Hait thou loſt any thing inthy outwardeſtate?Giue 
thanks to God.: And.confider:notthe gricfewhich 
thy loſſe, bur the ioy and comfort which thy thankſ- 
giving affardeth thee. Art thou reuiled, and repro- 
ched ? bearc it with a good ſpirit , and thou haft 
more cauſe to glory-inthy patzence,then to grieuc in 
thy reproach. Welſce the husbandimanconſidersnot 
the ſowing in:teares,but his harueſk, hisreaping in 
1oy, The fiſherman lookes not tothe caſting in of 
thenet, but to the draught, northe:merchantto-his 
ſea-voyage, but ta the returne of his merchandize; 
ſomuſtwe not ſo mich looketo our loſles, croſies, 
afflictions, as it werethe ſhowring & lowringſced(- | 
time,but to our reaping time,our harueſt,the com- | 
ming ofour Sauior,theblaſtof'cherrumpet,the cx- | Heb.11, 
ceeding glory prepared for vs. With Moſes we muſt 
looketo the recompence of reward,and theeternall 
waightof the crowne muft waigh downe with vs the 
light and momentany waight of the creſſe. Andas | 
in ſinne wee ſhould haue a fare, not ſeeing onely, | 
but feeling alſo of the paines, . when nothing but ' 
tickling pleaſurepreſents itſelfe: ſo in obedience, of ! 
the pleaſure,when nothing ſhews it ſclfe to the outs } 
ward eye,but paine and trouble. If thuswe can doe | 
and truly conioyne thoſe things which our cunning 
hearrs fraudulently ſunder,the crowne of thornes,and | 
thecrowne of glory,Golgotha and Caluarie, coſuffering 
and coreigning with Chriſt; then ſball we accountthe | 
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| rebuke of Chrit amarer of incouragement ; yea a 
| greateriartractiue vnto godlineſſe, thenall thetrea: | 
{ſures of Egypt.. For the lefle our reward is hecre| 
| ith men,the greater may weaſlure our ſclues ſhall 
it behere after with God. -For if crucll men have 
| ſomnclgood-nature, astoſce the paines which o- 
|thers haue raken for him,tobe recompenfed:thinke 
-wethatthe God of mercy can ſuffer them to go vn- 
| rewarded of him;that hauc ſuffred ſomuch for him? 
 Yea,but in preſent thouſaiftthou ſeeſt, and feelef? 
nothing bur paines,puniſhments, troubles, and tri- 
 bulations. Firſt, this is notſo., Much comfort, and 
 {weetneſle of delight is there inthe very aQof obe- 
| dience,in regardofthe peaceand ioy of conſcience; 
' ascontrarilymuchtorrure, &terrorin the very-aQt 
| of ſinning : for heerecuen inlavghing,the hearr is 
forrowfull;asinthe way of obedience,cuen in mour- 
ning the. heartis light and cheercfull, In which re- 
gard, though there wereno heauen, nor future re- 
ward of glory, 'yetthe godly life, with all the trou- 
| bles thereof, were to bepreferred before the ſinfull 
with allitpleafiire; onely becauſe of the ſweer qui- 
ler, and. contentment of.an vnguilty conſcience, 
' whereasthe wicked haue atormentor within,a ſelte: 
condemning conſcience.: The mudde and mire of 
which raging ſea troublech, and diftempereth the 
pleaſures of ſinne; which yer, it vatroubled, ſhould 
laſt but foraſeaſon.hauing a moſt miſerable ſucceſ- 
ſour to follow, endleſleand remcdilefſe ſorrow. So 
quickly in ſinne doth the pleaſure fade and vaniſh, 
leaving behinde it perperual[paine: wheras in obe- 
dience contrarilyſthe paineis tranfient;thepleaſure 
Wee — eter- | 
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crernally permanent. - 
Naw:thatinobedience bf loa heireſandes- 
leſt 0: theworſt, and'the better is reſerued TI | 
' rimero come,this ovghtthe rather tro heartenthee 
 thereunto. As being an argument thafthereis no | 
| deceit which here thou ncedeſt to feare:Fotwhere con 16] 
| deccitis ment,therethe beſtthings that! miy tickle | © * if oat. 
and temprvs arc ſhewed, theworle are coricealed, 
till afterward. As for example, thoſe thar'ſteile as | | 
; way children,doe not tell them of rods and ſtripes, | 
| bur of plummes,apples, cakes, babies, hobby-hor- | 
ſes,and ſuch like knackes,thatvſe to pleafe children. 
| And ther hauing thus caught them,the poore.chil- | 
| dren afterward feele much woe and miſerie; ſo'in | 
catching of birds and fiſhes, their daily foode, that 
they delight in,isſhewed thent': the ſrare,the took 
they fecle afterward. And thys do ourhearts,as we 
ſhewed,deceiue vsin perſwading vs tofſinne by ob- 
icing roourſenſesthe pleafurable delightstherof, ; 
not telling vs ofthe On Bur now -in obedi- 
ence,the word of God firſt Els vs of the grzefe, then 
of the glory; firſt of the labour, then of thereward, 
firſt of the zeares, then of the wiping bandkercher, 
firſtof the:rate,then'of rhe garland, firſt of the fight, | 
then of the king dome.ls not this plaine dealing to ler | 
vs know the worſt before hand?Doth not God here- 
in deale as a Father with his child > And will a Fa- 
ther cooſen and circumuent his owne childe? No. 
And yet firſt,in his childhood, he tels him ofthe ſe- 
uere ſchoole-maſter,of the ſwindging roddes,of the 
hard feruler,andot ſuch like terrible things. After- 
ratd,when he is cometoage, hetclshim of his in- | 
Q 4 heritance, | 
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heritance,and paſſeth it oner to him. Lo thenwhat 
a ſtrange: deceixthis is,for our harts romakevsbe. 
lgcuerhat.to beanargumentof Gods deceiuing vs, 
which isſacleere an euidence of his faithfulneſſe.1f 
now weewere told onely of pleaſures and delights, 


| we mightiſyuſpe& deceit, and feare there would be 
: none 4n..;the' end.. Bur. Gow: hearing nothing but 
| 


of the. crofſe, of gall,and wormewood, we may the 
more-per{wadedly- afjure- our ſelues, that the wine 
and hony will come, and that beginning with the 
dolefu]l darkneſſe of the night, wethall end in the 
ioyfull light of the day. Where toy hath the begin- 
ning,there fearcof gricfte makes our ioy.grieuous : 
where gricfe, there hope of ioy. makes our griefe 
ioffull 16 2: = 
= is, fromthe remembranceof thatgood 
| which we haucalready done. VVhereupon we falſly 
inferrethatwe may now ſir downe, and reſt vs a 
while,as hauing done enough for our parts. This 
ſeemes to haue been /ehnes.deceit : He thought it 
cnough he had deſftrofd Ahab his poſterity, and 
| idols. He-thought this agreat matrer,and*therfore 
thatthedoing ofthis might well excuſc him for the 
not deſtroying of /xroboarmms: Calues. Bur Paul had 
done farmorc,and yetforgacthar' which was paſt, 
{ and fill preſſedtowards the mark, notwithſtanding 
hee had ſo happily combated with his corruption, 

that he could ſay,7 aw:erucified tothe world and the 

world to me,yethe tillcontinued beating dowwe his 

bodie. So Timorthiethough a rareman formortificae 

rion,yet continued ſtill inthe vſe of ſuchſeuere ab- 

ſtinence,that Paul was faine :toſtay him, and _ 
im | 
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deccirofour hearts in turning theſp#r7e into a bri- 
ale.F or there cannot be a more forcible incitement 


| him drinke no longer water . But marke heere the| 


to proceeding onin grace, then from ourowne be- 


ouer,before the race befully run out. Wherfore S. 
| Paul perlwades Philemon toſhew mercy to Oneſimuus 
by reaſon ofhis former practiſe of thatgrace to- 
| wards others; for hauing ſaid, We hanegreat ioy and | 
| conſolation in thy loue: For by thee brother the Saints 


ginnings,and former practiſe. All loſt, if wee giue | 


bowels are refreſhed , he inferreth preſently this. 
Wherefore I beſeech thee for my ſonne Oneſimas : Re- 


freſhthou his bowels, as thou haſt doneothers of 
the Saints.Stil hold out in theexerciſeof this grace, 
that thou maiſt receiue a full reward. In like man- 
ner hereaſoneth with the Corinthians, As ye have 
abounded inloue and knowledge & c. ſo ſeeye abound 
in this grace (Of liberality ) aiſoe. Weecontrarily, 
think our aboundancein ſome graces may diſpenſe 
with our defects in others. But,asin the parable of 
the loſt ſheepe, the ſheplKard leaueth the ſheepe 
he hath,and ſeeketh out that he wants; fo ſhould we 
heere : In our thoughts, at leaft,leaue thoſe graces 
chou haſt. Doe not ſo ſtand thinking ofthem,that 
thou ſhouldeftneg)e&that which thou haſt nor. In 
the parts of our bodics:noneſo fooliſhasto reaſon, 


[no matter forthe want of minecie; becauſe I haue | 


cares,noſe,&c. No fſouldier ſo ſenceleſle,asto ſay, 
no matter fora head-peece, becauſe I haueca breſt- 
plate. In the furniſhing ofour houſes, if one onely 
ornament be wanting, we doe not thinke the want 
made vp inthe reſt,which we haue, but contrarily, 


that / 


a 
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that we ought ſo much the rather to prouide that 


1Sg Uſyoc U. | the hindermoſt,burt to the formoſt tharareneereſt 
Te ON Boot. | the goale. The like hartening ſhould we giue to our 
Bar ieyti. i ſelues, the neerer we approach to the end ofthe 


e561 2Mov, | Chriſtianrace. | 
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which is wanting,becauſeofthoſe we have. Inrun- 
ning of races,the people hollow, and ſhout not to 


The fift is, from comparing our ſelues with o-| 
thers that areworſe,as the Fhariſie. compared him-! 
ſelfe with the Publican. Hence we gather, thatas' 
long as wehauc others farre behind vs,wenced not ; 
{obeſtirre vs. This deceit is like that of the drapers, 
' chat commend a carſey by laying itto arug., Vel 
| inother things we docenor ſo decciue our ſclues. A 
| man of ſomecomperency in his outward eftate, if 

he ſce a begger that hath nothing, will not thereup-' 
| on concludethat he is rich enough, and necd ſeeke 
for no more. No,but if there be but one richer man 
then himſelfc,he is an cyc-ſore. As long as he ſees 
him,he thinks himſclfe poore.+Sothe runner ina 
racc haitens his pace by Goking to thoſe before,not 
{lackens ic by looking backe to thoſe behinde.So 
(hould we rather caſt our cies vpon thoſethat areof 
greater eminency in grace,then ourfelues,and then 
hang downour heads,and couer our facesin ſhame 
ro {ce whatzotbing we atc,and then put ro the ſpur 
rothis dull iade,our naughty fleſh, that wee may 
make more haſt in our journey. 

Thevtxt is, whenwe abſtaine from good, vnder 
pretence of auoiding cuill : which anſweresto that 
deceit inthe former kind,of doing cuil for thepro- 
curing of good. This is the deceir ofthe Papilts,in 


nor 


l———— Fe 
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not ſuffering the Scriptures ro bereade ofthe com- | 
mon people, becauſe of the hurt that may come of 
it. 4aften makes mention of ſome , thar neglefted 

the meanes ef knowledge, becauſe knowledge pufe | 
| ferhup. And ſo would be ignorant that they might 
be humble, and want knowledgethat they might 
' want pride. So the Philoſopher plucked our his 
' eies to auoide the danger of vucleaneneſſe. Bur we 
| muſt learne neuer eyther to feare good, though it 
| may ſceme neuer fo hurtfull, nor to embrace exit, 
though neuer ſo profirable. Hurtfull good is more 


profitable,then profitable euill. 


PE SITS > —— 


Cnar: XVcIL 


of another deceit in the ſame kinae. 


'"T Here remaineth yet one deceit more in this 
| kind, for whichzit being fomething more large, 

we haue reſerued this CEpter. And that is the 1n- 
| venting of falſe reaſons, to detaine our ſelues from 
' performance of duetie. Foreuen in ſuch ducties, 
| wherero we haue boundour felues by vow, we will 

| yergocabout roſlip the collar, & re-vntictheknor: 


ſnare afier the vow to inquire, namely colourable 
reaſon to elude our vow : Much more then will our 
 deccitfu] hearts doe thelike for thoſe duties,where-| 
torycdonely by Gods commandements. For ifthey 
haue fleightsto looſea double knot, both of a com-| 
mandement, and vow to: muchmorethen a ng 
not 


; 
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2 Chr.29.11, 


| they happely with the ſluggard werereadieto hold 


| l5145 Paulus Conſull , when no body elſe durſt, him- 


|heartsare cunning and deceitfull enough to ſug- 


| ſhifts which men have for their baſe and illiberall 
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The deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. ſ 
knot of a commandement alone. To exempli6e| 
this inſome particulars ; Many, when called to the! 
ſupper of the Lord, pretend their want of prepara-| 
tion, and vnfitnes, by reaſonthey are nor 1n charity 
with their brethren. A notable deceit ! For why doe 
they not vpon the ſame ground refuicio pray alſo, 
becauſe loue and vnity are as well required heere, | 
as in the Sacrament; yea a ſincere proteſſion of it, 
forgine v5,48 we forgine,&c.\\When,in the publique 
reformation of religion, vnder Ezzkah, there was 
ſome backwardnefle in the Prieſts and Levires, and 


the hand in the boſome, and to crye, A Lion in 
the way, This innovation will bee dangerous , wee 
dare not be ſecne in it:Ezekzah ( as after him Ems- 


ſelfe ran in the hatchet into the temple of Serapzs, 
the demoliſhing whereof the Senate had decreed ) 
began firſt himſelte', and awaketh theſe ſluggards 
with theſe words : O be wot deceined my ſonnes; God | 
hath choſen you,&'«. As ihe ſhould ſay,] know your 


geft falſe reaſpns,to diſcourage you,but harken not 
.vnto them. Doe your duty. So alſo inthe mainte- 
ranceaf the miniſtery , becauſe ofthe many vaine 


| dealing with vs, ſaying, Welive idly, and doeno- 
thing but ſpeake afew words, 8&c.Therefore S. Paul 
having exhorted the Gelathians to this duty, to take 
away all their witic excuſes, addes , Be ot deceined, 
God & not mocked. Thereby ſhewing,that as in di- 


uersother things, the deccirfulnefſe of our hearts 
| | . ſhewes 


h—_— 


LR —— 


ſhewes irfelfe, ſoin this, namely the forging of idle 
reaſons,toſatisfie,8& beare out themſelues in theneg-! 
leftof duties, commanded by theword of God. And, 
as this deceit is in the people, ir. denving the mi- 

niſter his dues, ſo alſo in the miniſter in denying the 
people theirs,the due,namely of {pirituall inſpeQtion,' 
and inſtruftion. For heere ſome pretend, tharfor a 
while they withdraw themſcJues, that they might | 
follow their ſtudies in the Vniuerſitie, and ſv be. 
| theberter firred for their charge. When yet T1mo- 
thy, for the Churches behoofe,torſooke Pauls com- 
pany,his decre Maſter, with whom.if hee hadabode' 
ſtill; neglefting the:Church., hee wanted not this | 
pretence, thathee did-it to furniſh himſelte with 
greater-ttore of knowledge. For Paul might hauc 

beene in ſteedof many vniuerſities to him. So in the | 
matter of” patience, this is an vſuall thift ro excuſe 
rhe want of it : Ohif Ihaddcſerued-ic, I could hand 
borne-it : Whereas Peter ſhewes that wee ought ſo 
much the rather ro be patient, when the euill wee 
ſuffer is vndelerued, becauſe then patience is moſt 

praiſe-worthy , when it is moſtprouokede. And inju- 

ries doe more prouoke patience, then deſerts. Be- 
 fides that, in vndeferued cuiis, wee haue the conſci- 
| ence of our owne innocency. to comfort vs in that | 
| gricfe , which the ſ{inartof the euill bringeth, All! 
| which comfort is wanting,waen the cuill is deſerved. | 
' And laſtly in the dutieof liberality , how witty, and. 
' crafry doc men thew themnſe]ues,in deuifing reaſons} 
to ſave their purſes, as that they haue charges of | 
their owne , they know not what neede they may 


come to themſ.lues,and diuers ſuch like? And hence' 
it 


Thedeceitfulyeſſcof wans hears. 1 | 225 4s | 


i Pete2,19,20, 


"A 


_ cw_—_nty I WI W—E—__— 


216 


—_—_ 


( The deceirfulneſſe of-mars heart. 


2 Cor.$.2. 


rt. Shift, from 


not doing "I 


wli, 


| Mat. 2.10. 


Mat.25.30. 


Mat.25.42, 


' they thinke of liberality. 
ſhifts, which men vſc to auaid the praGtile of god- 


| regatize, \Whothinke it 15 enough they doe no hurr, 


| That the ſeruant,that doth not imploy, and increaſe 


| Maſter) ſhall be bound hand audfoot, and caſt in- 


lit is, the Greeke word, which the Apolile ſetterh 


out liberalitie by , ſignificth Simplzcitie, in oppoſiti- 
on to that crafty and witty wilineſle, that is in the 
Couctous,to defend theinſclues from the danger as 

Bur, to omir theſe particular inſtances, which are | 
infinite; there are fuemotre generall, and common 


liuefle. 
11 Of thoſe whoſereligion and divinity is wholly 


and that it greatly matters not for doing good, ſo 
they doc no cuill. Bur theſe muſt remember, that 
enery iree that bringeth not-forth good fruit ( forall it 
bring forth no bad ) ſhall be cut downe for the fire. 


his talant,(for all he rerurncs it ſafe and ſound to his 


to vtiter darkenefle. - That many who neuer plucked 
cither meateſrom Chriſts mouth, or apparell from 
his backe , nor withthe wicked perſecutors impriſo- 
ned him, and made him ficke, (hall yet be condem- 


ned, for that they gauchim no meat, being hungry, 
; nor apparell,being naked, nor vifited him, in his um- 
| priſonment and {fickeneſſe. That they themſclues 
; would not like of the like excuſe in their idle and neg-. 
| Iigent-ſeruants , neither would they thinke ita ſuff- 
| cient plea for them to-fay , wee haue not ſer your 
| houfe on fire, orplocted with theeves againſt you, 
| &c. Belides that theſe. decciue themſclues in thin- | 
| king,they can abſteine from euill,in doing no good. 
Whereas, in Chriſts account, not to gather, is to. 
ſcatter | 


F 
| | 
& | 
| 
oy 
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ſcatter, not todoe gond, when wee ought, is to doc 
hart;not to ſaue lite, when wee may, is to deſtroy ir. 
And therefore, being chalenged by the Phariſees 
 for-curing a licke man 0" the, Sabaoth, his defence. 
' was, Whether is it better to doe good or entlonthe Sa- 
' boath, to-ſaue the life,.onto kill? And fo'in Salemons 
' account,he that helps not his hrotherin his need, is 
a deſpiſer,a hater,and ſoa mintherer of him, | 
'  Secondſhift is of delayers, and procraſtivatours ; 
whoſay thetimeis not. yet.come-forithem-ro-bee fo 
 graue, and godly, Heereafter they will repent, and 
| reformethcir wayes. .So-ſaid the.lewes forthe buil-, 
ding of the materiall temple,7 he tyme is not yet come: 
and the like doe many,of vs fay., for the building of 
the ſpiriniall temple of Chriſt in'our hearts. Deccit» | 
fully we,as well as they: for the ſeaſon ofrepentance 
is not the time tocome,but-the very inftant wherein 
weliue. Behold now theaccepted crime: behold now 
the day of ſaluation- To day whileſt itis called to 
| day, harden not your hearts : For wee are certaine 
of this onely , and not of any more, becauſe ourlife 
| 15NOtLin our owne hands, bur in- Gods; who in a mo- 
ment can take ir away.Rur ſay that,as once Ezekiah, 


chou hadfſt aleaſe of thy life-for fomecertaine ſpace | 


' of yeaxes: yer ſtill che deceit ſhould be the ſame; for 
; thoughthy life may continue longer, yet how know- | 
' eftthou that Gods call alfo will ſtil continueFor ifthar | 


Mark, Jobs 


Pro. 14-20.2t. 
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Hag 1.2. 
To vp. 


Ifai.49. » I'll 
2 Cor.6 2, 


Hebr. 3.15, 


| doe , whether hewill.give thee his grace roanſwere | 


; vntoit, who hatkalready ſo contemprucuſly reiec-| 
| ted it ? Afforethy felfe, hee that will not be fir for | 


God to day, niil be lefſe fir ro morrow. For heere-| 


in ſpecially is the deccitfuinefle of finne to be leene,' 
| that - 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
thar il}; thelonger it comtinuethwithvs,;the greater | 
ſtrength, and-incereft ir getteth invs, and ſo as the 
Apoſtle ſhewes, it hardens our hearts ,and moredil- 
Heb.z.rz, | ables vs for good duties then before. ;Know.it then 
*F fora truth, that when thy deceitful kearr chus pro- 
| craſtinares'the praQti{evf godlineſle, and purs it off 
to the time to come, by that time thou wilt be ſo| 
rooted , and ſetled inthy (tnnes', through long cu- 
| ſtofrie and- contirivance; that thou ſbalc. ſcarce. be 
| capableſo'thuch; as of the motion afche-fpiririvnto 
. | repentance: Such a fore-skinhe well be growne 0- 
uer thine hearr, ſo thicke and brawny , that hardly 
| will the moſt powerfull motions pierce through it. 
| Dog wee'tior (ce how ealily:the crookedneſle of a| 
.| young wwippe- may be corrected? ler. it alone till. ic 
be growne a'confirmed tree, it is inflexible. Alas 
how many haue therebeene, who deceiving them- 
ſelties with an opinion of repenting heercafter, as 
'| thinking the preſent-time when God called them 
vnſeaſonable, afterward, ſeeing theirerror, and how 
they had letſlip theſeaſon , haue houled with E/as, 
and hauethen cried out, they could not repent, be- 
cauſe the ſeaſon was now paſt, it was now too late. 
Whata cunningtrick:of thine isthis, O thou deceit- 
full hartzwhen thou ſhouldeſt doe good,to fay,ltis co 
ſoone,the timie.is not yet come, hereafter I will doe 
it ? and yer when thisthy hercafrer is come, then to 
fay, now ir istoo late,the time is paſt? Let vsnor then 
| be thus deluded, ſuffring the timtof grace to oner- 
| paſſe vs to our deſtruction. Behould thy ſpiritual] e- 
| nemies arejn a readines tor thee, they haue their na- 
{ed ſwords drawne, and already ftab thee, And is. 
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ration for them?Ifchou come nor out and harnefle 
thy ſelfe for the barrel} in all the haſt , thou wilt be 
vtterly ouerthrown , before thy hereafrer be come. 
Why ſhouldeſt thou deale with Chriſt like the Di- 
vels,who cried againſthim comming to diſpoſſeſle 
| them,!/hy art thou comets torment vs before our time? 
| For ſo many account the prattſc of godlineſle a 
| torment. VVhy ſhouldit thou doe worſe with God, 
[then thou oughteſt rodoe with thy neighbour? Say 
| not to thy neighbonr gor and come againe ro morrow, 
ard 1 will gine thee of now thou haxe it. 1 cannor fay 


itnowa timefortheetoralkeof deferringthy prepa- : 


| Thedeceitfilneſſeof mans heart. 


indecd, that when God to day calls for thy repen- | 
rance,thou haſt ir, of thy ſelte, thento giue ic him: 
Yet this I may ſav,ſfay not to God, Comeagaine to 
morrow,and thou ſhalt haue my repentance, when 
{tomorrow thou ſhalt belefle able to giueit,thento 


of thy vifitation, and to apprehend thenccafions 8& 
gracious opportunities of thy good, while they are 
otfered;to obſerve the time of the ſpirirsmouing in 
thy beart,as once thofe fickggnen didoi the Angels 
mouing in the poole of Betheſda,and with like vio» | 
lence to take it for thy ſoules health,as they did that 
{ for their bodies. If with the Church in the Canticles, 
when Chriſt knocketh at the doore of thy hartthou 
riſe not vp inal the haſttolet him in,he wil be gone, 
and with her ; thou maiſt ſeeke him long enough in 
great woe griefegas once Joſeph & Hary did bodi- 
ly,crethouart liketofinde him. Hearewhat Chriſt 
himſelfe ſaith, Behold [land at the doore and knecke, 


day. O that thou couldeſt be wiſe roknow the time |- 


| if any man heare my. uoice, _ open, 1will OMe in,ciſe 
| "<4 not. 
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not. Thou ſeeſt:the mariners and water-men, be-| 
cauſe they haue not thewind and ride at command, 
rake the benefitof tr, whilesit ſerues. The good hul- 
band inthe world, how.greedily doth heapprehend 
theoccaſion of a good peniworth,and rakes the ad- 
vantage of the market? © that wecould be as wile 
{piritually,and take our penniworths ofthe Goſpell, 
while it laſteth,and whules itis yet day,ply our worke | 
before the twelfth houre be gonc,and that tearefull | 


| night oucrtake vs-wherein none can worke. O that | 


in this our day,as Chriſt with teares wiſhed for leru- | 
{aiem, we could know the things belonging to our | 
peace ! Let vs notdeceiue our ſelues in thinking be- | 
cauſe we are young,we haue therforetime enough 
before vs,weneed not makeſuch haſt, Alas it is bur | 


a day,z ſhort day.all the time that we haue. Othar 


| an eternall night, - Other;daies, though they haue 
| their nights,yet thoſe nights end,and day comes a- 
| gaine. Butafter this day is once gone, there neuer | 


in this thy day ſaith Chriſt. And then after it. comes 


The deceisfulneſſe of mans heart, | 


| comes anewday,to workethe worke of the Lordin 


\againe.O burche day gf the Goſpell among vs hath | 
[beene,and ſofftill 15 likero be along day, Well,be | 


nough , and then the other-15 thine no-longer then 
thou lineſt.VVhen thou are dead, whar good will che 
Goſpell doe theethen? Yea,but thenthe day of my 
life may be a-long day. ForI am young and healthy. 
Well grantthee thar too , yet the day of the Gol- 
pell, and the grace of God may be out before the 
day of thy lite, And then what goodwill thy life doe 
thee ? One of theſe two may calily be, thar if the 


{it ſo, © Bur then the day of thy life may be ſhort e-!| 
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| day ofthe Goſpel be long;the day of thy life ſhould 
be ſhorr.or if rhe day*of thy life be long, yer the day 
| | | ofthe Goſpell ſhould be ſhort. See then how dan- 
| | | gerous &'deceitfull delates are.Seeke Ihe Lord ther- | 
fore, while he may be found,leſt otherwiſe thou bee 
|| | [{ikethoſe that Chriftſpeakes of, who ſhall /eebe to þ 
| | erter;and ſhall notbe able and” *alomon,that ſhall ſeeke 
| | | ;he Lordearly, and hall not finde him. And all, be- 
| f _ cif they bated knowledet and-aid uot chooſe the feare 
| | of the Lord they would none of my counſell I called, 
' | | they refuſed, I ftretched out my band, and none world 
| y7c9074d:Theſeaſon then of ſeeking God is when hee 
ſecks vs,Andinuitesvs to come vato- him, 'whenthe | 
' calsand ſtretches out his hand,as hee -doth'now in 
the miniſtery of the word. If now thouſtoppeſt 
thine eare,through this 'deceit- of anſwering-hecre- 
after, thou 'aft-wondrous wide... As now thou art 
deafe ſo hereafter God will-be- dumbe, Heereafter | 
there ſhall be nothing for thee to anſwer vnto,' no | 
voice of God'to'bbev,ſaue that,Goe ze mrſed/Gods 
piritthall not alwaies ſtriue with"thee, Thou haſt 
reftifedthe pood counſellof the Lord, 'andreſifted | 
his ſpiritin the word. Thou maiſt' fitlong-enough 
ere thelike gracebe offered thes againe. The rime 
- may come thatthou maiſt deſire ro\ſce one of the 
 daies ofthe Goſpelt which nowthou' ſeoſt, 8thalt | 
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ſhalr not finde it, becauſe-rthou wouldeft not bee | 
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not ſceir; when, *as Chriſt ſaiq'of himſe}fe ro the 
lewes,thon maiſt ſeckethe powerfull miniftery,-and 
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themſelues wich the buying of farmes,oxen,8&c, But 
thisis mcere deceit. The true cauſe indeed, why 
they would not come,was,becauſetheir farmes & 
oxen had bought them. Their affeRions had in- 
thralled,and fould chemſclues ro this world. And 


| therefore our Saviour, preſently after the parable 


ended,addeth theſewords, He that haterh not his fa- 
ther mother wife children,yea > his owne lifegnuch 


was not then the farme,the oxen,but the inordinate 
affe&:10 totholg rhings,thart they loued them more 
then they did Chrii,chatdetained chem. This was 


preſſing our foules downe,butnor inthemlclues. All 


ſheweth;ioyning theſe twothings rogether, Caſting 


| away enery thimg that preſſeth down,that is,the things 


of this life,avd /irne that ſo caſily incompaſſeth vs. It is 
this latter thatmakesche former burctenſomero ys. 
Therefore they in ficad of ſaying, 7 bee bought x 
farme,tbaue married a wife,ſhould rather haue ſaid, 
Thane ſould my felf to the ioramate lone of my farme, 
and I haue married. my ſelfe to the fooliſh and carnall 
loue of my wife,as well as to'my wife. Some caſes in- 
deed there are.wherin that rule of our ſauiour hath 
place; 1 will have mercy, aud not” ſacrifice. And then 
the occafion hindering the duty, is of greater con- 


tt _—_—— —_— 


more his farmehis axen, canner .be my Diſciple/XIt | 


the troe impediment which Chriſt in theſe words | 
coucherh,T he things ofthis itfe are- burdens indeed | 


the waight they haue in this kinde, they receiue it | 
from our-owne corruption. 'VWhich the Apoſtle | 


ſequence then the duty omitred. And the negleR| © 
| ofthat occaſion would hauec left a deeper wound in 
our conſciences,then of the duty. As in Harsah, 
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if, for the going tothe facrificear Shiloh, ſhe had 

| negleQed to ſhew mercy to her poore infant , in gi- 
ving it ſucke, But heere many deceiue themſclues, | 
to make cuery entertainment of a friend,cuery goſ- 
ſipping or marriage dinner,or ſoine ſuch like occaſi- 
on,to be a ſufficient cauſe to inſtle outthe ſeruice of 
| God? And this was Marthaes deceit,rebuked ſeuecre- 
| ly by our Sauiour. Notwithſtanding the meeting 
$5 | of friends in Zacharies houſe,the circumciſion ofthe 
| | child on the eight day was not neglected. The [{- 


a 


Luc.r,58. 59. 


ralites were bur in an vnſetled tumultuary eſtate, 
| | in thewildernefle ? and yer, for all rhat, they did nor 
| poſt off the duery of rhankeſgiuing, till they were | 
| peaceably poſleſied of Canaan. And for all their of- | 
ren remoues inthe wilderncfle , and the vncertain« i 
ty of them,yer they ſeeme to be chalenged by the | 
Lord for cheneglect of circumciſion. | 

Fourth /hzft is that, which is rifein the mouthes |, s1;4.p;e. 

of the prophane,that it is vain and boorleſle to take | diltination, 
any paines in god{inefle. For if they be ordained to | 
deſtruRion, it will nothing aduantagethem ; they | 
ſhall looſe all their labour, ifroſaluation, thohgh [ 

they live never ſowickedly , it (hall nothing preiu- : 
dice,or diſaduantage them, They muſtneeds come | 


to their appointed end. Bur theſe muſt know tharit ' | 


' is impoſſible, cicher for a reprobare ro liue godly, | 


' or an elec alwaies to liue lewdly and looſely, For 


| theſame God thar ordaines the end, ordaines the | 


[ 
, 


| means. Thoſe whom he hath ordained to faluation 
| he hath alfo ordained to good workes , that they | N- 
| ſhould walke therein. Vhy then wilt thou deceiue | OO 


293 | 


| thy felfe inthis caſe,more then in the matters of this | 
R 3 life? | 


he 
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life?for therethou wilt notreaſon,God hath appoin- | 


ted how long I ſhall live, therefore I will cate no 
meat,becauſe Gods decreemuſt needs ſtand,whe- | 
ther Ieate or faſt. Heere thou wilt have the wir to | 
anſwer. God indeed hath ordained how long I ſhall | 
liue : but withall he hath ordained that the time I 
ſhall live, I ſhall liue by the vſeof meanes . Much | 
moreſhouldeſt thou vic this anſwere inthis caſe. For 
thouknoweſt not but God may miraculouſly main- 
taine thy temporall lite without meanes : but thou 
maieſt aſſure thy ſelfe, God will never workeſuch a 
miracle,as to bring a ſinfull irrepencant ſoule into 
heauen, 6 
The fifth /5ift is of thoſe that complaine of the. 
difliculty of the practiſe of godlinefſe, how painefull 
iris to our fleſh, how impoſſible tobe atrained, and 
lo by this meaues diſcourage.themſelues from ma- 


| king towards the heavenly , as once thoſe ſpies did 


the Iſraelites ſrom the earthly Canaan. Thus the. 
foole puts off the ſtudy of knowledge, pretending 
the impoſſibility of reaching vnto it. As Salomon 


| implies, when heſaies, as tt were mockingly imita- 


ting of him , w:/Joznes ( in the plurallmumber ) are 
too high for a foole. O there are ſo many and ſundry 
thingstobe learned. How can comprehend them. 
allzBut here thetruth is,that. want of y-z{l is the true 
cauſe,though want of 5k} and pewer bepretended. 
For theſe men are like bankrupts,who though they 
be able topay ſome part of their debts,yet refuſe to 
pay any thing,becauſe they cannot pay all So theſe 
vpon pretence of their vnability to docall required, 


willnot-endeauour to doe any thing at all. Daids 


practiſe | 
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praiſe was cleane contrary. For he propoſing to 

| himſelfe that perfeQion of obedience required in 
. the Lawyfarreaboue the reach of any man, Thoy | 
bait commanded thy precepts 10 be kept very much, i 

namely with all our hearts, foules, 8c; dooth nor 
thereupon giue ouer his deffre, and endeauour of 0- 
| bedience,but rather prouokes and enkindles it ther- 
: by. For thereupon he infers preſently, O that my 
 Wates were ſo ajredted that 1 might keep thy ſtatutes. 
; Heretodeliuer ourſelues from this deceit,wemuſt 
| remember that God accepts affecting for rfeding; 
' willing for working, deſires for deeds,purpeſes for per - 
 formances pence for pounds,and vntoluch as do their 
| endeuour, hath promifed his grace inabling them e- 
| uery day to do more,and more. VVhich grace when 
oncewe haue,then (hal we ſec how falſe itis which 
our hearts tells vs, concerning the. paine and tedi- 
ouſnes of godlineſfe.For ther-we ſhall feele Chriſts 
yoake tobe eaſie and ſweet, and his commandements | Mat.rr.29, 
will not be burdenſome vato vs. Nay it is {inne;that my | (0 FD 
' ts ſo painfull, Gods works are farre more caſie, then | adpup. Anticch, 
| are the Diuels. For whether thinke we is the cafier | Toixcd\iny. 
| burthen to carry malice, and enuy in.our hearts,or | *@Y1v «Fc 
. the louc of God,and ourneighbour?To retaine the 7 fo 
, memory of iniuries is troubleſome, and vexes the} 7 OE 
: mind: | 1 ie 7 \ VE UEV £1 T9 
; mind;burwhat trouble,or pain is it,to let ones an-| 42, 
ger go,not toſpeake cuill,not'to reproach, or ſlan- - Joys 725 
der ourneighbour ? not to ſweare ? to aske good; 
things of God that giveth them readily ? it 1s rrou- 
bleſome to the minde tocarke and care, and take | * 
thought?but ro refton Godby faith, howſweer an | 


eaſe is ittothe hart?ltis a ſlander thenagainſt god-! 
| "AD >” linefle | 
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lineſſe to ſayit isſo full of paine and trouble. And 


of the deceitfulneſle of the heart in perſwading, ſo| 
mach. | 


—  — —— ——— 
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Of the deceit of the heart tn that which it promiſeth' 


|. 


[0 VS, | wh, 


V V E are now to proceed on tothe third head 
of deceitfulnelſe, which is in promiſing: And 
that is either to9xr ſe/ues,or toGol. 
To ourſelues we deceitfullypromiſe many things. 
1. Pleaſure, profit, and the ſweetneſſe of bothin 
ſinne;bur in the end in ſtead hereof (fo faithfull are 
our hearts ofthcirwords)we find n-thing bur gall, 
and wormwood ſhame in the world, :confuſion 8 
horror in our owne conſciences. VVhencethar que- 
ſtionz!#/at fruit haue ye in thoſe things, whereof yee 
are naw aſhameazas it he ſhould haueſaid.Your hats 
promiſed you much fruit of pleaſure andeontent- 
ment in iinne. Alas where is it? ye find now nothing 
burſhame.So true is that of Salomon. The righte- 
ous is more excellent then his neighbour : but the 
way ofthe wicked deceiues them. They think them- 
ſelues farre berterthen the righteous. And ſothey 
were indeed,if they could find thar felicity in their 
wicked waies which their deceitfull heares promiſe: 
bur this they doe nor. Their way deceiues them,as 
he ſhewes in the next verſe. The deceiifall man 


(chou gh 


| 


| 
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(chough when he went about to ſteale his veniſon 
promiſed much mirth and cheer ro himſelfe,yerhe 
comes ſhortof his reckoning)heſhal not ſo much as 
roſt that he tooke inthe hunting. In couctouſneſle, 
what happineſle doth the heart promiſe ir ſelfe in 

aincthough neuer ſo vnlawfull, and vnrighteous, 
| But how deceitfully,many examples can witneſle, 


What got Ananias and Zaphira, by reſeruing to | - 


chemſelues ſacrilegiouſly the Churches goods, bur 
a ſhamefull and ignominious death ?No more did 


of the King,made him blindly,and boldlyruſhvpon 
the Angels ſword. Whence the Scripture, vſeth that 
phraſeof the Deceit of Balaams wages. What got Ge- 
heziby taking vp that good mortell as he thought, 
which his Maſter ſo.vnwiſely, inhis conceit, let goc 
beſide his lippes?nothing but a leproſie?Did nor 4- 
chans Babiloniſh garment bring the ſtones about 
his eares?and ud: thirty peeces of ſ1luer the halter 
abouthis neck?Excellent Salomon , The bread of de- 
is filled with graucll, Thereare ſome meats, which 
are very pleaſant in the mouth, & it is delightful to 


{hold,and rolle them there, but after once they are 


{wallowed downe, with the fiſh we feelethehooke 
{ticking in our iawes; being in the ſtomacke they 
make vs wondrous ſicke,ſo that we cannot be well 


{unilitude wherby Zphar in 7b,doth moſt elegant- 
ly repreſent vntovs the deceirfulnes of thatpleaſure 
| the couetous promiſe themſeluesin the gainof vi- 


and 


Balaamm,when hope of gaine,and thelargepromiles | - 


ceit,ſeemes pleaſant to a man.but afterward bis mouth | 


till the ſtomacke haue diſgorged it ſelfe. This is the | - 


righteouſneſle. Wickednefſſe was ſweet in his mouth, 
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and he hidit under his tongue and kept it cloſe in his 


| mouth,rolling it about as a peece of ſugar. But what?| 
| was it ſo ſweet in his belly roo? No, His meat in his. 
| bowels was turned it became the gall of eAſpes inthe 
| middes of him. He hath denoured ſubſtance, and he ſhall 

vomit it.God ſhall draw it out of his bellie, And thus' 
| in the Goſpell,are pleaſures well called /horyes, not. 
| onely for choaking the word, bur alſo for pricking, 
| and wounding the conſcience with true ſorrow, in 
ſtead of that falſe and flattering delight which wee 
expetted. As it is thus in couctouſnefle, ſo in am-| 
bition,and all ether ſinnes. Did not e4dam and Exe 


promiſe vato themſelues in the eating of the forbid- 
| dentree,the glory of the .godhead? For what elſe 
| meaneth that birter ſcoffe,andſalt-ſarcaſme of the 
| Lord, Bekeld an is become like one of us, But what 
was the iſſue? Moſes tels vs. Then were their cies opes 
ned,and they faw their nakednefſe, they ſaw how they 
were mocked, how for the mines of gold, they had 
met with cole-pits,nay for heauen, with hell, for a 
throne of glory,with the dunghill of ignominy. 'In 
thisregard the Apoſtle ſaith that //ne deciened him, 
becauſe of this deceitfullpromiſe of his heart con- 
cerning finne. And for the ſamereaſon hee calleth 
the lufts of the fleſh,the decerueable lnſts of olde A- 
damzin the ſame ſenſe, that Saltomnwe calls the rulers 
meat a deceineable meat :Becauſe we promiſe ſuch 
| great matters of ioy,and delightto our ſelues inour 
 finnes, the contrary whereof afrerward our owne 
wofull experience reacheth vs. For ſ{inne imbraces 
vs indeed,but it is like the ſerpent. Together with 


then 


the imbrace it mortally ſtings vs, Belecue-we not | 


— 


Fl 
nun 


ſhall ſmart ſor our credulicy afterward. Sinne thar | 
lay quiet before, like aſlceping dog, will afterward 
awake,and flye in our throats,and of a friendly per- 
{yader it will turne a moſt vehement accuſer. The | 


the ſinne,and then comes the ſting of the guile, Afe 
ter the (inne is throughly done ſhall we perceiue 
| the heynouſneſle thereof. _ Melts 

11. We deceirfully promiſe to our ſelues the en- 
'oyment of many outward bleflings , which yer we 
neuer get. Thus S4utpromiſed him-ſelte victory 0. 
uer Dania, being (ſhut vp in. Kezlah ,, The Lord faich 
he,hath aelinered him into my hand. Soaiſodidthe 


bin ſure enough for cuer being ouercome by him. 
This deceit we may {ce inthe craking of Gotzahand 
Senacherib, who had in theirpreſuming hope, got 
the viory of their aduerſaries before the conflict, 
avd ſoputring oathe harnefle,gloried as thoſe,thar- 
put.icoff, And we may eaſf'y dilcerneitinour ſchies, 
| who too tov ealily beiecuing ſuch things as we de- 
fireſhould cometo pale, doeoften makeour {elues 
ſure of chem, when yet in the end we come thore 
of rhem.* Heercin deceiuing our telues,as the Di- 
vell would haue deceived our Sautour. 2{ theſe 
things will 1gine thee, ſaith he, which yet were not in 
his power to giue. No-mote areany ofthe Ieaft of 
theſe things in our hands which weſo confidently 
| aſſure to our ſelues. Andthereforetothis deceic.op- 
poſe we Salomens counlell, Boaſt not of tomorrow, for 
thou knoweſt not what a day may bring foorth, Many 
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thentheſe inchanting ſongs,and faire promiſes. We 


lebuſiresrriumph againſt Danzd,as though they had 


promiſed pleaſure ſhall vaniſhwith the very aQ of 


things 
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; | things fal out betwixt the cup andthe lip,infomuch! 


' preferment , how comforcableand ſolarious a life 


to ſuſtaine vs, like the Egiptian reed proucs a priche 


that oftentimes we enioy not thoſe things which 


cuen almoſt we haue in our hands. 

I 11. Our hearts decciue vs in promiſing, Iknow | 
not what contentment and happineſſe in th: fruiti- 
on of theſe outward bleſſings , wnen yet the euent 
anſwereth not our expeQartion. O ſaith che deccit- 
full heart of man,if I might haue this cr that which | 
I defire, ſo much lining, ſuch or ſuch an office , or 


(hould I lead > well, when he hath his wiſh, it fareth 
with him almoſt,as withthe [ſraclits 1n their quailes. 
He findeth more vanity and vexation of ſpirir,in the 


that which our hearts promiſe vs concerning them. 
In the ſame regard all worldly honours are called 
hies,by Dauid,O ye ſonnes of men,how long will yee fol-| 
low after lie Thelyeindeed is in our own falſcharts. 
We make them liers, in that we promiſe ſuch great| 
matters toour ſelues of them:wheras the incnd the 
leaning ſtaffe becomes a knocking cudgelt, andthe prop 


co pierce and paine vs,and as /obcomplaines of his 
friends , all theſe matters which we thought would 
have beene vnemptiable fountaines of comfort, de- 
ceine vs like 4 broeke , whoſe warers faile in the ſom- 


| mer when we haue greateſt vſe of them. Thus Ze 
promiſed her ſelfe gicat matters in Caiz,and hewas 


preſence, then he did before in the want of this his | 
{o much deſired good. Hence alſo that phraſe of the | 
| deceitfulneſſe of riches,becaule they donot performe 


the man obtained as a ſpecial! blefling of the Lord, 


| and his brother was called #abell, Vanity , as being 


F no 
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ſball it be in all-ſ\uch earchly creatures, whereunto 


quarter of that comfort,or benefit, which we expe- 


[ball they rake away thy ſoule,and where then is thine 


{more diſpleaſe vs when had. Nothing I meane of 
| theſe temporalls, whereofnow we ſpeake. For as for 
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body inregard efhim. But afterward this her ſon, 
on whom ih: tomuch doted proued a very thorne, 
in her tide,and prickein her cie.So concerning E/- 
hanab,it is noted that he loued 4m more then 


of comfort ro h1mlelte in her,then in the other. Bur 
what followed? He loued her,faith the Prophet, and 
the Lord made her barren. Marke the conjunction of 
hislouing her,and Gods making of her barren. So 


wecleaue inordinarely, falſlypromiſing ioy to our 
{clues in theirvie. God,in his1wft indgement, ſhall 
make them barren,ſothar they ſhall nor yeelde vs a 


Qed. The rich foole he promiſed himſclfe a little 
heauen in his riches. Soule rave thine eſe. &7.But a- | 


las how ſoone did-God diſeaſe him?O foole,this night 


eaſe? The reaſon of cis decEiris,for thatwe,in our 
expectation of theſe outward things, before they 


ſtracted from the ſowre, the pleature diuided from 
the paine : bur, inthe fruition, we feele both; yea, 
more of the ſowre,then of the ſweer. And henceir 
comes to paſſe, that nothing pleaſerh vs fowell in 
thefruitiongas intheexpedation; Nay,nothing al. 
moſt which'pleaſed vs when' hoved for, buc does 


eterpalls,they aremore louedof + 3, when po/eſſ-2!, 
then when deſired. For it isimponſible for any man 


come,apprehend onely the good;and the ſweer,ab- | ' 


his other wife; promiting no doubt greater matter} + 


rt Sam 1.5, 
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4-Freedome 
trom judge. 
meat, & hope 
of heauenin 
linne, 


[lined many yeers here in this world, and done nu- 


| Nexther for nicators 407 taolaters, nor aanuljerers.. nor 
| | | 


' that which they-haue in themſelues, that ſo hauing 
| then he looked for before he had them.Nay our o- 
| pinion doth not ſo much runne ouer in conceiuing 
| of temperalls,as it comes ſhortin the apprehenſion 


| themhe ſhould begin ro deſpiſe them, finding eſſe 


of erernalls. | 

IIL.Our hearts decciue vs in promiſing vntovs 
both freedomefrom Gods iudgements in finne,and/ 
the fruition of his mercics inthe neglect of obedi- 
ence. In the one, cunningly ſeparating the ende 
from the meanes, hell , damnation , judgement| 


.from ſinne; and in the other the .meanes from 
'the ende , holineſle , .righteouſneſle, - from ſ>1:;a- 
| tion : telling vs,we may cnioythe end without the 
meanes, glory without grace, . a plentifull harueſt 
without ſecede ſowen. As the 2zuell would haue de- 
cciucd our Sauior, promiſing himſafe deſcent from 
the Temple without going downe. by the ſtaires ; 
ſo hcere would our fearts deceiue 'vs,promifing 
a ſure aſcent vp. into heaven, without going vp 
by the ſtaires of the workes of obedience. A feare» 
ful thing it is toſce men goc on boldly in their fins, 
and yet as boldly to promiſe heauen ro themſelues, 
O foolith ſort ! who hath thus. bewitched thee to 
thinke thatafrer thou haſt begunne and continued 
in {1nne,thouſhaltend in glory, that after thouhaſt 


| thing but ſhamefully diſhonoured that God which 
| made thee,with chy falrhy bealtly life,full of all im. 
| purity,thar yet inthe ead God will honor thee with 
the glory of his Saints?Bee not deceined,faih Paul, 


Wa 
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wantons ,nor bug gerars,&c. ſhall inherit the kingdome 

of God. | 
And S.Petertells vs that God hath called vs vnto 

2/ory and vertne. To glory, as the end, toverine as 


theſe two faſter rogerher then rhar they ſhould bee 
ſeuezed, $0 alſo hath hee finne and ſhame. - And 
yet how many are there , like that man that Moſes 
| ſpeakes of, who when he heares the curſes of the 
Law read,yet blefſeth himſelfe in his hearr, ſaying, 
7 ſhall hane peace? , althongh 1 walke according to the 
ſ[tubbornneſſe of my bear t*\hen the miniſters of the 
word threaten in thename of God,his iudgements 
againſt ſinne,are there nor,who ſay in their hearrs, 
Tuſh:thefe are but skar-crowes?God means noſuch 


Theſe are ſuch as the Prophet. ſaics have made a 
covenant with hell, and death,and the reſt of Gods 
indgements. How could a couenant, will ſomie ſay, 
| be made with hell. Truely,true couenant can there 
| be none 3 butonelythe deceirfull heart of man per- 
 {wades itſelfe of a couenant,and ſo bears vs in hand 
that we ſhall be paſt by vntouched , wharſocuer 
| {courges come. We may ſ{eean example of this in 
| Ewe, who rchearſing Gods commandement and 
| threatning tothe ſerpent, began to minſe it,with a 
"reradyenture; Leaſt peraduenture yee aye , when God 
abſolutely andrefolutely had ſaidg/n a1ng yee (hall 
ajeeSo they in eremy, wicked and impenitent wret- 


' 2 Pet.z, 


the way leading vs therevnto, Neuer then looke for | 
glory, but in the way of vertue, God hath chained | 


matter , this is but a pollicy to keepe menin awe ? | 


See Innings in 
Gcn, FED 


ches,yet flatter rfhemſclues inhope of mercy, /t may 
be the Lora wil doe according to al his wondrons works. 
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5 Continu- 


ance of proſ- 


| perity. 
Obads;z, 


Pſalm. 30.6, 


{ Tob.29.18. 


| on inſufficient 


grounds. 


{Tud.17.13- 


|-Num.23. 1, 
2.3» 


| bubitationis high,that ſaith in bis heart,who ſhallbring 
| me downe tothe ground? T his deceit was in herthat 
| ſaid,1/t 48 a Lurentgand ſhall feele no ſorrowes. Yea 
| the godly themſclues are ſubic&ro this deluſion : 


{ ſtatche ſaid, 7/pel aye im my neſt , and mwltiplic my 
| dates as the /ends.No maruell then itthe foole ay ro 
| himſclfe,Thes haſt goods laid vp for many yeares, | 


{ God didnor allow of ſuch rouing /ep-land Levires;| 


| God threatned Ahab to roote out his houle : yer he 
promiſed himſelfe the eſtabliſhment of his houſe, 


And thcrevpon ſo followed the worke of generati-| | 


on,that he left ſeventy ſonnes behind him 2 Kings. 
IOcT. | 

V. Our hartsdeceiue vs in promiſing a ſetled and 
immoueable continuance of our outward proſperi- 
tic. This was Edoms deceit, to whom the Prophet 
thus ſpeaketh, The pride of thine heart hath deceined 
thee, Thou that awelleſt in the clifts of the rock, whaſe 


as Danid, when in his proſperity he ſayd he ſhould 
never be moued,. and .Jeb when in his flouriſking e- 


VI. Wefalſly promiſcto ourſclues good ſucceſſe 
vpon weake,and inſufficiert grounds. As Micah, Now 
1 know ſaith he,the Lord will be good unto me. Why 
Micab? becauſe I hane 4 Legite to my Prieſt: yea but 


neither were priuate houſes the place where God 


| would haue the Levites imployed , but the Taber-| 
nacle, Herein it ſcemes,Balaam deceived himſelfe, 
hoping becauſe of his many altars,and ſacrifices, his 


| defire and purpoſe of curſing the Iſraclites would 
\fadge.Andthis is the deceit oftheſuperſtitious,who 


| boldly promiſenoſmall matter ro themſelucs vpon 
| the careful}performance of their ſuperſtitious deuo- 
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'tions. Yea among our ſelues many thinke if they 
| humble themſelues in confeſſion, and can fetch a 
ſigh, orſheadarearein prayer, or if they be ſfome- 
[thing morediligent in outward ſeruice of God,then 
ordinary , they ſhall eaſily obtaine at Gods hands 


f 
| 


{that which they deſire. 


Wh —_ — —— 
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. ..  f0God, 

'T Hus we haue ſeene how deceitfull our hearts 
2 arcin the promiſes they make to our ſelues : it 
remainethto ſee the like deceitfuines in the promi- 
lesthey make to God. SR LAs 


either the duties of repentance, and reformation in 
gexerall,or any ſpeciall duty in ſpeciall. | 
1.For particular dnuties,how often doe wepurpoſe, 
andſecretly,yeaotherwhile more ſolemnly, promiſe 
to God the performanceof this or that, when yet, 
in theend we donothing lefle, by reaſon of the vn- 
ſoundnefſe”, and vnſetledneſle of our decciueable 


were ſome,thatafter,by vow they had boundthem- 
ſclues to the Lord for the performance of fer- 
| tice,did yer afterward go about toenquire for rea- 
| ſons, how to be diſcharged of their vow. Jacob pro- 


of the deceit of the heart in that which it promiſeth 
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| 


2 To God, 


'Nowthe heart is deceitfull in promiſingtoGod, 


hearts. Salomon infinuates, that in his time there | 


\ Miſed and ſolemnly vowed to the Lord,thar being | 
| S lei 


1 Duties par- 
ticular, and © 
that either 
ſimply, 


Pro.20.25. 
Eccle 5.5. 


ES I Ir Set Sat ets 
—_— ICT 
» 


ee EE ECO TCNSCCCCC 


> ——_— 


| 


4 
| 


| 


| 


— ——— 


| 246 


Gen,z5.1. 


Iud.16.20. 
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Serde q ferta, 


| 


| him. Ando his heart deceiued him, Thus was it 
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| how ſoone he broke his word. My heart was hot the 
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bleſſed in his iourney, and ſafely returned homea- 
gain,he would build an altar in Bethel,& pay tithes, 
Neuertheleſle, for al this, /acob after his return could 
fir-ſtill, and finde no leyſureto pay his vow:till God! 
came,and plucked him by theeare,both by the affli. 
Qions ſent vpenhimin himſelfe &his children,and 
alſo by his owne voice , as itwere ſhewing him the 
reaſon of his danger before by x/au,and now by the 
people of that country, of Dinahs rauiſhment, and 
his ſonnes barbarous murther, 4r;/e,go vp to Bethel, 
and build there an altar, accordingtothy vow. How 
often doe the beſt purpoſe with themſelues roſhew 
ſome proofe of their ſpirituall grace,in performance 
of this or that dutie:when yert,when it comes to the 
triall,we are alrogether diſabled, and ſhew nothing 
but weakeneſle and corruption?*becauſe we hauc by 
our negligence and ſecurity greeued the fſpirit.of 
God, Wherein it fareth with vs ,-as with Sampſon, 
who ſaid with himſelfe,7will goe out wow 44 at other 
times, and ſhake my ſelfe; bat he knew.not , ſaith the 
Propher, that the ſpirit of the Lord was departed from 


with Dauid; 1 {aid,lwill.looke to my waiesthat I ſinne 
not with my tongue, I wil keepe my mouth bridled whi. 
leſt the wicked 15 in ſ;zht:but preſently after he ſhews 


fire kindled and 1ſpake with my tongue.&%. Peters ex- 
ample is very memorablc;how confident was he in 
proteſting and promiſing concerning his ſticking ts 


Chrilt,to the very death*bur yet quickly plucked in 
his ſnayles hornes,cuen at the {light touching of a | 
filly wench. How ſoone ſaith 4u/fex didſi thou de- 
et nye 
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\ | riches to him, but he no 4berality 20 God,Nay when 
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| nie him as a dead man, whom before thou confeſ. 
 ſedſtas the living fonne of God? 
| To thisplace belongeth that vſuall deceit, where- 

| by we ſecretly promile tothe Lordthe doing ofthis 
or that,when our preſent eſtate ſhall bee changed. 
' Oh if lwere thus,and thus,l would doe fo and fo. f 
' I were King faith Abſalom, Twould ſee inſtice done to 
 enery man. Thinke we,he would haue beene as good 
 ashis word, if ever he had beeneKing > Aſſuredly 
| none would haue beene more tyrannical. If | were a 
| rich man,faith one, O how liberall,how free-hear- 
red ſhould  be2God happely lets him haue hi wjſb, | 
' but he lets not God have h# promiſe. God giueth 


; heis become rich,he is more vniuſt,niggardly,ſcra- 
ping,thenthoſe of whom he complained before, | 


; 6h, He” ! 
when he was poore. Thus young men thinke with | 


'themſelnes, when. they come to be old,they will | 
|notoffendin thoſe faults wherein they ſce age: ſo 
| much ouertaken,as frowardneſle, moroſitie, impa- 
| tiency,contempt of youth, 8c. Vamarried perſons | 
' thinke, when they are once married, they ſhall liue | 
| ſo louingly,and comfortably,and be quitefreefrom | 
| all thoſe faults which they ſee married folke to of- | 
fend in. Men without children, if once they might | 
' cometo haue children, O the duties they would 
| performe,the care of godly education they would 
| have. Priuare men, if they werein placesof go- 
| uernment,O the wondersthat theythen would doe. 
| And incuery ſtate and condition, whatſocuer want 
we ſee inothers, wee dare promiſe touching our 
 ſelues afreedome from it,if we were in- it. But wee | 
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| know not, -at leaſt remember not , that euery ſtate 
| hath ſcycrall remprations , and burdens, annexed! 


\ vnto it. And how can weknow.,either hw we (hall 


withſtand the one, or /fand vader the other , Lil it 
come to the triall. Nay, rather we ſhould feare the! 
worſe of our felues. Behold,now,being poore,lam 
couetous, when I want that bait of feeling the ſweet 
of gaine, which rich men have. Whatthen {hould 
[ be, if I were rich , when the danger is greater, to 


| haue our hearts ſtolen away by riches encreafing ? 


Behold, now I ain a ſmgle man, and haue no body 
0 looke to but my ſelfe , and yet finde I haue e- 
nongh to doe this well : how then ſhall I doe, when 
beſides my ſclfe,] have a family toouer-ſee >Behold 
now ama priuate man,and haue no body,but mine 
owne family to gouerne: Andyerl finde my hands 
| full with this. AJas! if I were in publike place of go- 
uernment, how ſhould I be ouer-charged ? Behold 
being but a meane obſcure perſon, yet findeit hard 
| to humble and keepe vnder my proud hearr. What 
ſhould-i doe then, if | flouriſhed in worldly g! ory, 


| and werea greatone in Princes Courts ? Loel can 
hardly ſtand faſt in firme ground. How then can I 


lecuremy feetein {l;ppery ground? | 

2. In promiſing to God repentance, and refor- 
mation in general},the caſe isalike. Men in their af. 
Aifions, and (1 "RY looking for death, howlibe- 


baſely niggardly are they in their performances? 


They play childrens play with God, they take a-| 


way a thing, as ſoone as they have giuenir. When 
Nebuchadnezar beſieged 1eraſalem , thenthe ewes 


made 
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rall are they i in their promiſes? bur afterward how 
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| bargaine with ſuch a one,reſtore him ſo much and 
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made a ſolemne couenantwith the Lord,to ſet free 
their ſeruants : But noſoonernad the King remoo- 


vow, and brought backe againe their ſervants into* 
chi fe rmer bondage. So fareth it with theſe kinde | 
of men, V\ hen God lai. s fiege ro them by ſicknes | 
or ome other pinching aftliction , then couenants, | 
and promiſes are mace concerning the purting a- | 
| way of our {innes : But no ſooner doth God begin 
| to depart, and lake his wrath, but we returne with ' 
the dogge to the vomit, and with rhe ſow to our | 
| wallowing in the mire. Like Pharaoh thatd:{miſted 
the /ſra-{rtes, when death entred within his palaces, 
| burprelentiy after, in all haſt, makes after them to 
fetch them backe againe. Thus was it in th:torcar 
ſweat 1n the time of King Eaward. As long ( laies 
one) as the feruentnefle of the plague laſted, there 
was cryingpeccaniypecians,mercy good Lord,mercy, 
mercy. lhe miniſters of Gois word were ſought 
for in euery corner, they could not reit, they might 


nctf{leepe: .yee mutt cometo my Lord, yee mull 
come tomy Lady, come if ye love God, and if yee 


 Miniſter(ſay the (icke folks)tell vs wiat we ſhall doe | 


' tO auoide Gods wrath. Take theſe bagges. Pay fo | 
' much to ſucha man; for I deceived him: give hm 


———— 


oue their faluation tary not. For Gods ſake Vi. 


{0 much,for 1 gat it of him by viury.' made a cratcy 


delire him'to forgive me. Diude this bag among 
the-poore, cary this to the hoſpitall, pray for mee 
for Gods ſake, Good Lord forgiue me, &c. This 
was the; difſtumvulation cf the.people for three or 

; I 3 foure 


ued his fiege,but they retracted,and repealed their 
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foure daies whiles the execution was, but after 
when the rage was ſomewhat ſwaged, thenretur- 
ned they totheir vomit worſe then euer they were, 
Then that they had before cauſed to be reſtored, 
and giuen in almes they ſecke to recouer by more 
euil-fauoured cheuiſaunſes. This deceittulneſle | 


| Goa noted in the 1/-aelices, who being humbled 
| with the terrors of the law, promiſed very largely: | 
| all thiſe things will we dee. But whar ſaid God. 0 
'thut there were ſueh a hart,namely,as inthisfo hibe- 

rall, and franke a promiſe of obedience, they make | 
ſhow of, and at this time thinke indees they haue, | 
For now we ſpeake of ſuch a kindeof deceittulncs, | 
wicreby we decciue our ſelues as well as others. 
, Weare notto thinke theſe /ſrae/zres did grofiely dil- 
ſemblewith God : bur atrhat time, being in ſoine 


| diſtreſſe,they ſpake as they thought, and mcant to | - 


doe. But by reaſon theirhearts were notthrough- 
ly purged, and renewed, it was onely a ſuddaine fit 
for the time, afterwards their hearts returning to | 
[their old bias, they were notable to performethat 
ck they promiſed. This the Scripture would ' 
reach,when itſaith ch:ir brarts ſtarted a ſide like a de- 

ceirfullbow., Whena man ſFoots with a deceitful 
bow, though he leucll his arrow , and his eye di- 
reCtly to the marke, and thinke with himſelfe to 
| hit it, yet indeedthe arrow, by reaſon of his deceir- 
tull bow, gocsacleane contrary way. Anſwerahle ; 
to this bow is our heart, to the arrow the deſires, 
purpoſes, and promiſes we conceiue, and make in 
our aftlictions. The marke we ayme ar is repen= 
cance; tothe which we then looke with-ſo accy- | 


— 


rate, 
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rate,andattentiuean eye; as thoughwe ſhould re-| 
'pent indeed. And that indeed is our purpoſe,and 
meaning then: but our owne hearts deceive vs. 
For,becauſethey are not truly renewed, but there: 
is njuch vnſoundneſlie ill in them. Hence it comes 
| to paſſe, that theſe arrowes of our purpoſes, and 
| promiſes of repentance neuer hit the marke, neuer 


A on 


| | forttoany good effect, but vaniſh in the ayre as 
 ſmoake. 4hab did not grofly diſſemble inthat his 
' humiliation wrought by the Prophets reprehen- 
fion;but he meant in good fadneſſe, whenhecloa- 
| ' thed himſelfe in ſackcloth. Only his heart ſti] re- 
| ' mained vnregeneratez&lo deceived him. SOwas it 
with Pharao alſo.One wold think that water heated 
in the firewere indeed as truly hot as fire it ſelfe. 


| Bur becauſe it isnot a naturalſhear, but onely ex» 

rernall from the hear of the fire, remooue it but a 

while from the fire. and it returnes againe to his 
| owne nature, andas the Philoſopher obſcrues,be- 
| comes colder after the heating, then it was before. 
Sois it with theſe flaſhings of deuotion and holines, 
' which werein 4þab, Pharaoh, and others in like 


' caſe. They are nor kindely, but violent 3 they are 
not {rom the inward fire of Gods ſpirit, but from 
| the outward fire of his iudgements, And therefore) 
 \; whenthat is out,theſeare gone. 
| Andthisis thethirdpart of the hearts deceitfu]- 
 neſſe, namely its deccirfulneſſe inpromiſing. The 


— 


| vſe of thatwhich hath been ſpoken hereof,is 


| thoſe things we deſired, and wherein we promiſed 
great felicity toour ſelues. For God he ſawe the 


| 


—— 


251 


Ariſtot,meteor, 
T 12+ 


| K 4 % 0 
| x Toreachvs patience, whegwwe are croſſed in yg, 


S4 deceit» 


— ____———— 
————————_—___— 


| 


| Ceceitfulneſſe ofourhearts in ſuch promiſes.&thar 
| indeed theſe things would in the euent hauc PFOO. 
| ued ſerpents,and ſtones, which we thought would 


by promiſing vs more,makeſt vs to haue lefle. De- 
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| have been fiſhes, and bread, that they wouldhaue 
| beenvery bitter, and burdenſome vnro.vs, which 
| we fancied as matters of comfort,and delight. | 
| 2 Toreſt contented inthat eſtate wherein we. 
are . For howſccuer wee promiſe much of our | 
 ſe!ucs, four eſtateſhould change for the berter, as 
| from pouerty to riches, from obſcurity toplory, | 
| and greatreſſe ia the world, and preſuine of our 
 owne ſtrength, not robe touched with thoſe i::fir- 
| m'ties thatvſuallyartend ſuch eſtates; yer we haue 
| learned how deccitfull our hearts be herein. Haue 
we then aliberall, and mercifull aQion in our po- 
| uerty 2 let vs not be ouer defirousof aricher con- 
dition. For we know not whether then wee ſhall 
beof the ſame minde,yea orno. Andthar aff:Qi- 
on we haue to htberality, while we are poore,* is ac- 
cepted of God for liberality it ſelfe. Take heede 
then ofthis deceit. Thou defireſt to ber, that 
| chou mighteſt be 1z5er-ll. So much thy heart pro- 
miſeth thee,thatthou ſhouldeſt be very /berall, if 
:hou wert oncer/<.Lo thou art þbrx.l,beforethoy 
art 7c4,inregard ofthe affedFiox,and d i[poſition of 
thy heart,and when thou art rich, thou art nor ſo 
mucH as liberall in affee#/on. Thou doſt nut only 
nt get that liberality in acZ/on, which thon promi- 
ſeditthy ſelfe in riches, bur alſo theu leeſeſt, tope- 
ther with thy p@gerty, that liberality in aftettion, 
which then thoti haddeſt. O deceitful! heart,who 
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fire-then rather to.keepe thy:pouerty, that thou | 
ma-eſtkeepethy hyerality;remembring that of Sa- 


liberality;yet a/poor7e mw, that, hawing nothing to | 
giuc,hath yeta giuing affeCtion;ir better then a lier; 
that is,as I take 1t,better then ſuch arich man,who 
' before he was rich, would bragge much what hee 
would docgit hewere rich, .and'yet:being rich, is 
poorer in; liberality, then ever he: was:.: 'who is 

cherefore in regard of this deceitfulnefle of hearr, 
worthily called a./yer by the holy Gho!t. Be nor 
chen,through this deceitfulnefle, moued to:the de- 
fire ofan higher,and [greater eſtate. If there bee a 
willins mind, Gd accepts a man accardiny toithat hee 
hath, not according to that he hath not. Then again 
confider with thy ſelfe, what likelihood there is, 
that thou ſhonldſt doe a greater good ( which be- 
longeth-to a higher place)being therein,who canſt 
not doethe leſſer good, (which belongeth toa mea- 
ner place) wherein now thou art. Thouart a bad: 
poore man:thou wouldſt be aworſerich man. Thou 
art an ill gentleman : and is there any hope that 
thou wouldeſt bea better Noble man? In pouerty, 


and meaneneſle thou canſtnot be free from thoſe 
infirmities,wheretothat eſtate is ſubject : and yer 
thinkeſt thou toeſcapethoſe whereto Riches, and 
Honour lie open. 

Neuer to be ouerbolde, or Jauiſh inpromi- 
ſing much of our ſclues. Do we with the molt : but 
ſpeake wee with theleait. For our heaits will de. 


cetue vs. Vee wonld hardly giue our words for 
| afalle| 
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lomen,that though 1har which a man (houldſpecially | ,, 
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aefire is his goodneſſe that is, todo -goodin workes of opened. 
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2 Cor.7.1 4. 
| I 


| Mark 10.17. 


| 
| 


| Ruth I.109,T4, 


6, | concerning the Corinthians, ſaith,he was not aſha-| 


22. 


; miſe any great matcers of ourſelues, finceweehaue 
ſuch decciuing hearts, as will ſhame vs in theend, 
| if wepreſumeany thing far of them. It is a ſhame 


learne we not the like wiſedome here, nor topro- 


to vs, when others;-of whom wee haue promiſed 
much vnto ourfriends;ſhall deceive vs. Therefore 
the Apoſtle,having promiſed Tz7t#5no ſmallthings, 
medinthat wherof be badboafted of them unto Titus, 
becauſetheir -doings had abundantly juſtified his 
ſayings. Thereby inſinuating , what a ſhame it 
would haue been vnto him, ifrhe Corinthians had 
| decciued that hope, and confidence which he had 


be, when our owne hearts ſhall deceiue vs in that 
which we haue promiſed ofthem co God 2 Suffer 
wee not then our tongues to runne ouer in this 
kinde,leaſt it fare with vs, as with that ſame young 
man in the Goſpell, who came running in all the 
haſtco our Saujour, crying out, Good maſter what 
good thing muſ? 1 doe to get eternal life;therin ſecret- 
ly promiſing that he would bee willing to doe any 
thing Chriſt ſhould command him. For itis,as if 
heſhould haue ſaid. Olet me bur know what isto 
be done,and be it what it wil be,lohereI am ready 
preſt to doe it. But when Chriſt told him what 
was to be done,Gee ſell all,an1 gine to the poore,&c. 
then he ſlunke,and ſhrunke backe. For how many 
arethere, that through this kinde of deceitfulneſle, 
deale with God, as Horpha did with Naomi, ma- 
king her beleeue that nothing ſhould be able to ſe- 


Re 
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A falſe knaue,thathad often. deceined:vs.VVhy then 


| of them. O then what a foule'ſhame muſt it needs | 


= —— 


perate| 


' God, diſcerning guile in this their ſo hot, and 
| haſty zeale,paſſeth this ſentence vpon it, What ſhall 


; for ourbrother, the ſcripture exhorts vs co be well 


| 
| 
| 


—— 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart... 


perate them, there was no hoe,but ſhe muſtneedes | 
follow Naomze into ludea : but ſhe was foone in- 
treatedto flay behinde , and take her leaue, The 
Prophet Ofea bringcth in the 1fraclites , renving 
their couenant wirh the Lord, in very ſerious man- 
ner; Come let vs returne to the Lord &*c,Onewould 
thinke here were an excellent ſpirit of ſincerity. But 


1 doe varothee O Ephraim?&c. dll thy rightcouſnes ts 
4 the morning dew. Andtherefore whenour hearts 
promiſe any thing to God , whether opealy, or ſe- 
cretly , we muſt defire Gods ſtrength to inable vs 
for performance, as Danidhauing promiſed, 7 will 
keepe thy ſtatutes, prayeth, for/ake me not ouer-long. 
Yea we muſt in this caſe deale withour hearts , as 


1o/ua did with the 1ſraelites, promiling their ſeruice 
to the Lord,O faies 1o/us,ye cannot ſerue the Lord,þe 
6s 4 iealous God ec. So weinlike manner, mult pro- 
pound to our felues the difficulty of doing: any 
good thing : both in regard of our weakeneſſe , and 
Sathans wilines, And, as in being ſurety ro man, 


aduifed what wedoe; ſo much more ought we to 
be heedefull , and conſiderate in this ſuretiſhip to 
Godfor ſuch falſe hearts as theſe are, that weighing 
well our owne inability to doe ſo much as the leaſt 


good , we may never preſume to yndertake any 
ſuch matter, otherwiſe then in the deniail of our 
ſelaes, and in the earneſt crauing of thepreſence of 
the ſpirit, without whom we can neither promiſe, 


nor periorme as we ought., -. 
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| Of foure aeceits of the heart in practiſing. 


| XN, [Ow we are come to the fourth , andlaſt head, 
| 4 Yof the firſt kinde of the /elfe-deceining of the 


{ 
| 


hearc,namely the deceirfulnefle which is in pra67;- 
ſig. Andthis ſhewes itſelfe in divers particulars. | 

1: The deccitfulneſſe of hearr in practifing ap- 
peareth in the fictleneſſe and wncertainty thereof; 
whereby it commeth to paſſe, that we cannot hold 
on a conſtant tenour in any good courle , without 
; making of many interruptions.” Many begin to en- | 
 terinto ſuch , and ſuch good-waies ofrepentance,| 
and reformation , but they ſoonegrow weary , and 
breake off, Nebuchadnezer,ſecing the excellent pro- 
phetical) ſpirit of Demelininterpreting his dreame, 
was ſo affected, that onely Daniels god muſt bethe 
truce God... And yet this laſted notlong. For within 
a litclewhile after , for all this , his [doll muft be 
worſhipped vnder paines of death. And after this 
the ſight of the miracle in thethree childrens deli- 
uerie, that the fire, - which was fire ro burre the 


muchas to. findge their appirrell, howdid irfur- 
ther worke ypon him, and weringfrom hinrthe-ac- 


knowledgement of the true God : yet, f6rall this, 
not Jong after we miay'"fee him etting it in his pa- 
lace, and as proudly, {as euer', aduancing hime 
ſelfe aboue the Lord.- Neither is it thus onely with 
the wicked, but in the godly aifo rhetmſeites, inthe | 


rrveg 
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| 
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true practiſe of godlineſle , though nortinlike m an- 
ner, whenceiris, that they finde ſuch vneueneſſe 
in their liues, that they are ſo off,and on,ſo out, and 
in , now in good frame, but by and by ſenſibly di- 
ſtempered » and altogether valike them-ſelues, 
| Sometimes how are. wee hoyſed vp to the very 
skies, in aboundance of pure,and heauenly medita- 
tions, and confolations,as it wererapt vp with Paul 
into paradiſe, or aſcending in Ezas fiery chariot in- 
'ro heauen ? Otherwhile againe caſt downe into the 
very deepes of hell, nor able to pray, heare, medi- 
[tate with any feeling of comforc. Sometimes in 
praier transformedin our ſoule(fo are werauiſhed) | 
as Chriſt wasin body , when he prayed. Other-| Luc.9,29, 
while againe as heauy in prayer, as the ſleepy diſci- 
ples with Chriſt in the garden; the wings of our 

faith being clipt, our praiers lic groueling on the | 

ground. Sometimes focomfortable , and couragi.; _ 
ous, that we canſay with Dauid,Though 1were in the | *23-4- 
valley of death,yet would Ifeare none ill:otherwhile a- 

gaine ſodeaded , and ecicted in our ſpirits , that 
wearelikehim,when he faid,0xe day 1/hall die by the |, $4m.27.1, 
hand of Saul. Sometimes fo ſtrong in faith, that we 

|can ouercomethe greateſt dangers, and with Peter 


can wake vpon the {welling waues : By and by to 


faint , andbrought to ſo low an ebbe that wee fall. 
downe euen in farre leſſer dangers ; as Peter began. 
to ſinke at therifingof thewinde. Sometimes ſo 
| patient , that we can quietly beare the greateſt in-| 
| dignities : preſently afcer ſo impatient, that we can- | 
not put vp the ſinalleſt vnkindnefle. As Darid pa- | 
tientinSaxls perſecution , impatient in Nabais dil- ; 
1 curteſice 
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| curteſfie. To eonclude..Inthe hearingof the word, 


| how doe wee feele ſometimes our hearts to burne, | 


"OC—L——— 


| broken,and madeamble, yetin journying he will 


their hearts are ouill, though in part mortified by | 


and glowe within vs 2 O the heauenly affetions' 
we then feele inkindled ! O the ſweet diſpoſition, 
and frame our hearts be in then !lictle would wee 
thinke then,that afterward we ſhould be ſo much 
cooled,as we are very quickly after our departure 
from this fire,and comming into the freezing ayre” 
of the world . In which regard, as Chryſoftome 
ſaies, the Miniſters haue the greater trouble,be- 
cauſe they never finde their worke as they left it, as 
other workmen doe, the Sinith,the Ioiner, &c.who 
as they left their worke in the eucning,ſo-they finde 
it in the morning : but Miniſters (hall finde their 
worke altogether put out of frame, and order, by 
reaſon of our deceitfull hearts, that ſteale fromvs 
thoſe good affections we had before. If a horſe 
naturally trot,and for ſome ſpace of time hath ac- 
cuſtomed himſclfe thereto, though by Art. he bee 


be cuerand anone offering to goe our of his amble 
into histrot. So regenerate men,becauſe naturally 


grace,they haue learned to doe well, yet euer and 
anon,they haue experience of thereadines of their 
heart tobreake out into their old courſes. Cor-| 


ruption in them will haue ſome flurts . Our heart | » 


isthe inſtrument we muſt worke with, in the ſer- 
ufce of God. But a deceitfull inſtrument will not. 
hold out in working. No more will our deceitfull 
heart inthe ſeruing of God. 


| The ſecond point of deceitfulneſſe inthis kind is in 


2 


the 
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the ſlipperinefſe of our hearts ; whereby it comes to 
paſſe,thatthey giue, both God, and our ſelues, the 
flippe, whileſt they are in the performance of good 
exerciſes. As when in prajer, meditation,and hea- 
ring of the word they lily ſteale away , and play | 
the fugitiues,carried away with idle, and wandring 
imaginations. This deceitfulneſſe the moſt holy 
haue miſerable experience of; their hearts herein 
dealing with them, as if our ſeruant imployed in 
ſome -buſines together with our ſelues, in the mid- 
deft of the worke ſhould privily fteale away , wee 
\not marking ,or minding of him. That holy fa- 
there Lufer felt this , and bewailed it in himſelfe, 
that in his moſt ſerious meditarions of heauenly 
things his mind was ealily diſtracted by thefligh- 
telt occaſions. Concerning the which hee thus 
<< writeth, Lef exery man therfore marke and confi- 
« der what doings thore are within in the heart, how 
« often times our pyaiers themlelues are interrup- 
« ted with vaine thoughts , ſo that our heart can 
* hardly ſtand ſtill with God. Though yer itwould| 
*lay hold on itſelfeand fo make itſelfe roſtay with | 
<« him,yer in a fort it flyeth away as it were from it 
« {elfe , neither can it finde any.bounds whereby it 
© may-keepe init ſelfe from fAying away in her wan- 
*« dringmorions, that ſotarying ſtillwith the Lord 
*it may be refreſhed with {weet delights by him. 
© Hardlyamong many-of our praiers mcet we with | 
*ſuch a praier. Euery- one would be ready to ſay 
*<that-this were ſo one!y with him, and that others 
« were not troubled in like manner, vnlefſe we had | 


| 


1* heard Dau4din a certain place ſaying, Therefore 
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z Sam.q.27, |©thy ſervant hath found his heart to pray vnto 


_ edby {*rhee. Loe be ſates that he found bis heart,as though 
uiten, WY. a ; X 
Diwit [z inuex;-. | his heart were wont to flye away from him,and he faine | 


re corſuingqueſs | to runne after this fugitine.and being net able to catch. 
"p34 th ' it himſelfe,to cry to the Lord,my heart hath left me. So. 
quaſs ſvgitius, \ farre Auſten, excellently ſerting forth this deceitful- | 
& nonc7/7*- \ nes of our hearts. VVould we not count him a de- | 


| 
1696 owe 6citfull friend , who, when we ſhould haue greateſt | | 
"Faſt vic of hi m,would thenbe ſure to be out ofthe way? | 
O93%  }j Alike deceitfull muſt our hearts needs be;the chie- 
feſt inſtrument wherwith we are to ferue the Lord. 
; And yetwhen Gods ſervice is to be performed of 
{ vs, Our hearts are then to finde, they have runne a+ 
| way from vs, and fo, when we ſFould feeke God, 
we muſtfrſt goe ſeeke our ſclues. 
| TIT, Decei, The thzrd deceit is , when ourhearts doe priuily, 


| ſecret foiſting 

| in of corrupt i. 
on into good 

' aCtions- 


andſecretly , we ſcarſe perceiving it , foiſtin, and 
cloſely conuaie fome corruption into our good 
actions , euen then , when weare in the very att of 
performance . And with this deceit are cuen the 
children of God themſelues exceedingly troubled. 
For howſoeuer they propound not to themſelues 
 anyof theſe by and baſe reſpeAs of praiſe , and 
.vaine-glory,&c.in theirgood ations; butrather co | 
| ſet themſelues againſt them 3 yet theſe [things doe; 
| come in by ſtealth, and ſhly infinute , and wind! 

| ' in themſelues intouneir hearts, as once the ſerpent | 

| into the garden. Sofitly in this regarde doth the | 

| Prophet call our heart deceitful; in that word, in 

 theoriginall, from whence /akob had hisname , be- | 
' cauſe ourfleſhly hearts doe the ſame thing to the, 
| ſpirit,in doing of good, which Jakob didrto his bro- | 
| ther, 
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Semaritanes would hauc had their finger in the 
building of the remple with the Iewes , namely, | 
with a purpoſeto haue deſtroyed it, and looke how | 
| Kha offeyed ſacrificeto Baad,killing his prieſts at the | 
fametime : and looke how Hu/h4i went to Abſoloms | 
company to ouerthrow him. Alike deale our hearts | 
with vs, needes will they intermeddle in our good | 
aRions,bur it is but to rob vs of them, by transfor- | 
ming them into finne,through the mixture of their | 
corruption. For when there ſprings vp any ſweet 
fountaines of grace within vs , then doe they cloſe. | 
ly (as once the Fhliſtims dealt with 1/acks welles, | 
which he had digged ) caſt intheir filthy dirt, and ; 
duſt , and ſtop them vp therewith. They droppe 
downe from their impure hands ſome filth , vpon 
that pure webbe the ſpiritweaueth,and ſo make it } 
a menſtruous cloath. They cunningly put in their 
leauenintothe ſpirits dough , and ſo ſowre it, and. 
make it diſtaſtfu]l ro the Lord. When ſometime | 
the ſpirit of grace is offering to pur forth ir ſeife.as | 
once Zarah in Thamars wombe, yet, by reaſon of | 
this deceirfulnefle of our hearts , it recoyles pie- 
ſently,and goes backe,ſo as Zarah did,and thefleſh 
like Perez, that ſteppes before it ; and fo as they 
' were decciued,when Zarahs hand was firft ſcene, ſo 


| we often, when we feele our ſclues making ſome | 


— 
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offers towards God, For as knauiſh cony-catch- 
ers, 
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ers, watchingche times when honeſt menaretogoe 


[rs {ome ſolemnity of feaſting , craftily thruſt in 


! 


' thernſeiues, that they may filch ſomething away : 
| ſo where grace i5 to imploy her ſelfe, corruption | 
will be ſure to hauean oarcin this boate,and to in- 
tereſt irſelfe in the good aQtion, that it may by this 
' mcanes ſteale away the beſt part of our comfort 
| therein: As in theloue of grace and vertue in good 

' women , it comes ſometimes to paſle, that theim- 

| pure , and filthy loue of luſt, and concupiſcence, . 

' by certaine juggling teares of conueiance, cegges 

in it ſeife. Therefore S. Paul writing to Time: hy, 

| a man rarely morti6ed, biddeth him yer to exhort 

: Tim.52. | younger woman 37th pureneſſe, or chaſtly; becauſe, 
4 7%9% &Y- through the deceitfulneſſe of his heart, euen then, 
"a  whilelt he was exhorting them to chaſtity , ſome 
vnchaſt motions might come creeping into his 

. owne heart, and ſteale vpon him vnawares. And 

> in preaching, while the miniſter is ſtirring vp 0- 

| thers, to the zeale of Gods glory, through this de- 
 ceirfulneſſe of heart, it comes to paſſe, too often, 
thatthoughts of pride , and vaine glory poppe in 
themſelues,todchile, and deface the glory of the 
' worke. In which regard Auſten fſaics , that it is har» 
derto preach holily , then to heare, writing vpon 
ln Pla.;o. that of Parid, Thouſhalt make me to heare the 
voyce of ioy,and giadneſle; which he readesſome- 
thing otherwiſe , thus. Thou ſhalt giue joy to my 
Felice fant | © tearing, Wherevpon he thus writeth. The hea- 
qu: andrinty 6. Gros of the word are more happy then the ſpea- 
©*kers. The learned hearer may be humble. Bur 

«the ſpeaker he muſt ſtrive againſt pride . and the 


« deſire! 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 
c defire ofpleaſing men,that they cloſly creep not | 
invpenhim,and cauſe him: to dip leaſe God 9c, The 


like deccitare we ſubie& vnto in prayeralſo. Wits: 
neſſe lonahs example,of whomitis ſaid,thathe then | 


! 
' 


prayed , when indeed he did nothing but quarrel! | 
with God. Read thewordsof that his praicr, and 
yee ſhall finde nothing prayer-like in them. They 
ſceme rather to be a brwale, then a praier. How 
then-is heſaid topray? No dowbt fecling his weake- 
neſle,in-giuing place to anger, he thonghr ro ſtriue 
againſt it, and in this good minde addreiſed him- 
ſelfe to praicr : but yer, locthe deeeitfulneſſeof his 


adit 


| 


comehisanger,anger ouercamehim and his praier 
roo, thrningit intoa jangling, and wrangling expo- 
ftularion with the Lord. Thus otherwhile men | 
ſetting.themſclues ro meditate againſt ſome ſinne, 
in the-very a& of meditation have beenc inſnared | 
therein. For as in ſpeaking againſt ſome ſinnes, it 
falles out that others ſometime are taughr to pra- 
Qiſe them,(which v.as Salons reaſon of making no 
lawes againſtthe killing of our parents,leaſt by for: 
bidding ithe ſFould reach ir ) fo a}ſo in thinking a- 
gainſt ſome ſinnes,our ſelues-may be caught. And | 
when men in their thoughts haue beene framing 
their mindes to reconciliation with their aduerſa- 
ries, in the remembrance of the iniuries received 
they haue beene further jricenfed, then before. Pe- 
ter did well co aske the queſtion, Maſter ſhall we draw 
the ſword. He did not aske this queſtton as the prin- 
ces in Jeremy , wacther they ſhould goe downe ints | 


| Egypt, being before reſolued ro goce downe , whats 
ſocuer | 


T 2 
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heart , while by prayer he thought to haue over- 
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Ionah.4.z. 


Luc.z2, 


. Ter.,42, 


| he could not hold his mindein. that temper of mo- 
 deration , to ſtay the anſwere of the queſtion, bur 
| | even in asking drew, the deceitfulneſſe of his heart! 


; In many of our aftions,where wee thinke we doe: in- 
' tend a good end, and doe indeede in ſome ſort ins | 


' taking the officehe impoſed vpon him,leaſt by this 


| ther did he altogether diſſemble therein. Buc with- 


T be dec cirfulneſeof of mans bears. 


' ſoex: er the Prophet {houldanfere.. No, wearenot. 
' to thittke that Peter had made aiefolate anſwereto' 
 kis queſtion before he maceit, being fully purpo- 
ſed to draw, before he asked he queltion, No, hee 
| did not fo fouly difſemble. Bur in aking the que» 


' ſion, hee ſeemed to, be framing his minde to more} 
| moderation, and willing ts be aduiſed,and direted 
| | by Chriſt, but yet withall exaſperated with the in- 


' {olencieof the aduerfaric,and indignity ofthe fac, 


; prenenting Chriſts anſmere. So againe oftentimes 


| tend ir, there yetwithall, vnder hand, gets intoour 
mindes the conſideration of ſome other ſiniſter 
and crooked reſpec. As Hoſes pretended to the 
Lord , that the conſcienceof his owne weakeneſſe, 
and inſufficiencie made him fo fearefull cf vnders 


meanes Gods glory ſhould be foiled in him. Nei- 
all, there ſecretly lurked another matter belidethe 


 feare of himſelfe, namely the feare of Pharaoh, leaſt 
| hee would haue reuenged rhe «£gyprians quarrell 


| ypon him. And therefore God lecing that,faid vnto| 
; him, Ariſe Moſes, goe thy waies, they are dead that 
| ſeeke thy life.So when we deftre that our children,or 


| others vnder our charge , fhould thrive in godli- 


eyes of our mindes looke a ſquint at Gods glory 
_ herein 3] 


| 


nefſe, this is a good deſire; but how often doe the| 


: 
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| | The Corinthians mightobiect, Thouthus prayeſt 


* " i Ov ww as 


| The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
herein;and(whatſocuer our own pretencesand con- 

ceits,may be)like Demetrius pretending Dianaes glo- | 
ry againſt Pas/s doCtrine, when yet itwas his owne 
 gaine he moreſpecially incended, how often are we 
carried away with a reſpeQ of our ſelues , that we 
| might reape-ſomecredit,in the good ſucceſſc ofour 
| labours?And therefore excellently the Apoſtle,pur- 


| ging himlelfe of this corruption, writeth thus vnto 
the Corinthians. Now 7 pray to God that ye de mo enill. 


not ſo much forour good,as for the credit ef thine 

owne miniſtery. The Apolile therefore by way of 

preuention addes,z0: that we ſhould ſeeme approned, 
hauing our labours thus bleſſed: but that ye ſhontd do 

| that which is honeſt ,though we be 4+ reprobates; inan 
honeſt deſire of your owne good doe we deſire it, 
without any reſpe& of ourſelues. Againe, when 
the children of God are humbled and caſt downe in | 
godly ſorrow for their ſmaller finnes, often vpon | 
this- occaſion the heart beginneth to coneeiue | 


[ 


thoughts of pride. Othereare few that takenotice 
of ſuch ſmall ſinnes, or are ſo touched forthem, as 1. 
And ſothe theefe Pride, ſteales away our humility, 
as it doth alſoall ourother graces, it being almoſt 
all one to be ſimplic proud as to beproud becauſe | 
| of our humility, tobe vncleane, as to be proud be-! 
cauſe of our chaſuty,8&c, | 
The fourth deceit of the hart inpraQiiſing is,when 

it cauſeth vs toleape from onecxtreameto another, 

| paſſing by the mcanezas from Prodigality,to Cove- 
| touſneſle, from Couetouſneſlſe to Prodigalicy, skip- 
ping over liberality. In tbe former leapethe couc- | 
'S | rous 


— 
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| Act.19.17, 


2 Cor.13 7. 


IV. Deceit, : 
leaping from 
extreame to 
Ccxtrcame. 
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x Cor.1.12, 


| 1 Core4 1, 


 ſelfe a drudge to thy pleaſures ? In the famekind of 


| repent,or find mercy at Gods hands.By the like de- 


that they can repent when they lift for them, to 


; am Chriſts, 1 care not for any miniſter, but will bee 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


tous man hath a fair pretence, O why ſhould I waſt- 
fully miſpend Gods creatures f why ſhould | make 
my belly my God? But why doſt thou not rightly ' 
vie Gods creatures?why doelt thou makethy mony | 
thy God? Theprodigall,latelycouetous,his colour | 
is-a5 good, why ſhould I make iy ſelfea drugge to! 
my goods ? yea, and why ſhouldſt thou make thy | 


—— 


deceit are ſome brought from preſumption to def- 
peration,from thinking their ſinnes arenothing,and 


thinke that they are greater thenthat euer they can 


ceit arc mzn come from too much honouring of 
Miniſters,which was in Poperic; rotoo much con- 
temning of them. As it was inthe Church of Co- 
rinth, ſome would giue too-much tothe miniſters, 
ſeruilely apprentiGng theit judegments vnto them, 
1am Pauls, Iam Apolloes. Anotherſort, roauoide 
this extremity on the right hand, went asfarre out 
on the left,in the vtter reieing of the miniſtery, 7 


taught immediartelic by Chriſt himſelfe. And there- 
toe Paal afterhe had refuted thoſe offencing in 
the exceſſ , leaſt any through rhis deceitfulneſſe 
{ſhould decline too much to the defe, hee wiſely 
qualifies the matter, Left a tman yet thinke of vs 44 of 
the miniſters of Chrift', and difpoſers of the ſecrets of 
God.Let nomanthink that there 1s noway to auoid 
too much dignifying the miniſters, then roo much 
nullifying of chem. This is like the husbandmans 
error, when incorreQing the crookednes of a twig, 


he|. 


— hs —— 
— I" 
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the other fide. As Clemens was fo farrecariedagainſt 
'worthip of images, that hee condemned the Art of 
painting. An-cxample of ceceir'inthis kinde wee 
 haue in Peter, who for not ſuffering Chriſt ro waſh 
his feet, hearing rhat fearefull anſwere, Yaleſſe }-wfh | tob,r; 9. 

| thee, thou baſt:no\part in me, |aſhedour preſently as | 

| 'farrethe other way, Lord not feet onely, bus hands, | 

: and head- and all. Burt it was his: feete onely that 

- Chriſt would wath, not his hands, or head. So the | 
' Corinthians, being repreticaded-for their remil- | 
 neſle, andicareleſſe.ouer>light, in-nort puniſhing the | 


; condemne all delightfull melodie,tickling the care, | !/* canens,crro | 
| Theerrour inthe primitine Church was,to magnifie i ,,,,....... 
the Apoſtles writings in contempt of their vocall canilenarum 
| doctrine. The letters,faid the falſe Apoltles,concer., 
ning Paxl,are ſore and jlrong : but his bodily preſence, wii vlm, | 
' and his ſpeech is of novalue. The Papiſts at this day | » Cor.10-10. | 
| haveauoided this crrour, by falling into the contra- 
| rie,of aduancing the doCtrine, which the Apoftles,' 

| ſay they,deliuercd by word of mouth, their vnwrit-. 

' ten.verities,to the ſhametu}! diſparagement of their | 
; written doctrine. And to conclude, how many of | 
; vs, through this deceit, haue beene brought ſrom | 
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| hee writhes it coo much the other way. A deceit, 
| that befell the Fathers , who in their zealous dete- 
{tation ofſhercſies , hauc in their diſputations ouer- | 
| ſhot themſelues, ſometimes, and gone too farre on 


— —  — — — —  _ _—— 


inceliuous perſon, felltoouer-rigorous ſeverity, in 
not freeing himfrom puniſhment, innotlooſing him 
vpon his repentance. So'S. Auſten conteſſerh of him- | Cone. 10.24, 
ſelfe , rhatin hisdefte to auoid carnall delight in —— 


ſinging,he fell intotharextreamity of ſeuerity,as to 1.uxc immoderas |" 


' nimis ſeucritate, 


ſuzutem ab aus 
Tibus C4 Yi iywge 


: HR Popith | 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans hears. 
| Popiſh ſuperſtition to prophane and irreligious A- 

theiſme? From the blinde zeale without knowledge, 
{ro 2 colde and hartleſſe knowledge withour zeale, 

from workes withour faith, to faith without workes, 
from ſhaking off the yoke of tharRomane tyrannie, 
to ſhake off the ſweet and caſie yoke of Chriſt to, 
and fo to an ouer-licentious, and lawlefle diffolute- 
neſſe. From the leauing of Popifhfaſting,pennance, 
confeſſion , to the contemprof true Chriſtian faſt- 
ing, repentance, confeſſion, and from the errour of 
the merit of good workes, to a ſhamefullnegle& of| | 
them. So that weedid more good workes (I meane 
outwardly-in reggrd of the matter) in Poperie, for 

our owne glory , then now wee doe for Gods 
glorie, though Gods glory ſhould be a 
far more powerfull attraQtiue to 
good works then our owns. 
| Andtheſeberhefoure 
firſt deceits in 
this kinde. 
(*z*) 


| 
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C a AP.XXA Il. 
; Of eight more aeceits in the ſame kinae. 


TO goe yet forwards in thefe deceits; The #fth is, 
when our hearts 'cauſe vs to degenerate from 

the meane, to the-extreame, ſpecially 'that which 
hath greateſt reſemblance with themeane. Vhere- 
in-our hearts dealewith vs,asthe Diuelllwould haue 
dealt with our Sauiour, when vpon oceafion of his 
ſtrong faith in his Fathers prouidence, which he had 
ſhewed,in reſiſting his firſt temptation, chuling ra- 
ther to live by this faith in want of bread;then vpon 
| his motion to command-the ſtones''to 'be made 
bread;when,Iſay,vponthivoccaſion,hewouldhaue 
cunningly broughtthim on in/his fecond remprati- 
on,to preſumption,in caſting hinſe}fe downe head- 
[long from'the cop of the pinacle, as-beingan aQi- 
on-whichwould carie agreatcolourofa very ſtrong 
| faith indeede. Peter hauing made a notable pro-!| 
fefſion of his faith , Thou art the (rift, the ſoune of 
the lising God,and being thereforemuch commen- | 
ded by our Saviour , preſently chereupon tooke oc | 
cafion to fall from the true boldneffſe of faith to the 


ſawcineſſe of preſumption, in aduiſing his Maſter to | - 


declinethe croſſe, whereupon theſaluation ofallthe 
ele& depended. $0 likewiſe from iuſt and lawfull 
zealc,how eaſily through this deceirfulneſſe,doewe 
ſtray into blinde boldneſle, and vnaduiſedneſle? as 
the common people of their owne heads throwing 
downe images,andthe Browniſts asthey callthem, 


in! 
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V Deceit,fli- 
ding from the 
meane to an 
extreame, 
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Tudg.11.1. 


| beene weakened and impaired. . VV hat madneſſe 
| was this in. puniſhing: others, .{9 farre to exceede, 
{that therein alſowe ſhould puniſh our {elues? 4ike 
-\ the hands and other outward-parts inthe Parable, 
_.| which denying to.miniſter fopd to thebelly,becauſe 

| as they ſaid ir was idle and lazie while they .laboy- 
| red,did thereby pineand conſumethemaſelues. Ahd 


in ſeparating from our Churches; the like was the 


| ned into vinegar. As alſo inthe Iſraclites,when they 
| werecarried ſo farre in their zeale andindignation, 


/ againſt theBenjamites, that chey {wars xaſbly-they! 


zeale of Peter in drawing out his ſword, in his Ma- 
{ters quarrell, and cutting off Machies care: as allo 
| oftwa of his fellowes,calling downfor firefrom hea- 
uen,toconſume the inhoſpirall Samaritanes. In all 


thele zealedegenerared, andbecamelike winetur- 


would none of thetn giue any oftheir daughters to 
wife to a Beniamite. So ſhouldawholeTribehave 
periſhed,and the Church & Common-wealth haue 


yet to this:did the deceitfull hearts ob the Iſraelites 
bring them vpon. occafion of their. inſt and lawfull 
zcale, Socafily may the Diucll caſt in his wilde-fire 


ſee in the examples of Carwelizzs and lor, rebuked 
by Petcr,and the Angell.Soalio,from godly ſorrow 


how eaſily doe our deceitfull hearts carrie vs toim- 
moderate and exceſſiue penſiueneſle , from being 
poore in ſpirit to be deſperate in ſpirit. As the Apo- 
ſtleſheweth,admoniſhing the Corinchians;that they 
would comfort the inceſtuons ſinner, and releaſe 
him of his excommunication, leaſt he ſhoyld vpon 


into this fire of Zeale. Thus fram the tuſt reverence | 
.; of holy men came in religious adoration zas we may 


OCCA-» 


— 
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| | 


occaſion of longer cominuancein his iuft forrow, be | 
ſwallowed vp of deſpaire. For we arenot ignorant, ' 
faies the Apoſile, of Sathans wiles, namely how he | 
laboure:hto bring vs from the juſtmeanetotheex:-: 
ccfle.'. And as it 1sSathans , ſo alſo is it one of our: 
owne hearts deceits;his deceits, by our conſenting 
| being madeours,as I ſhewed in the beginning. Thus 
fromthe crue praCtiſe of mortification, intaming & 
keeping vnder our flefhby abſtinerice; .many hauc 
brought themſclues to roo:great an auſterity and 
ſeuerity.Hence the whippings,and ſuch like exerci- 
ſesof the Papiſts. Hence the diſcipline that hath bin 
vied in monaſteries, andthe'praCtiſeof ſome , that 
would neuer cate but running,lcaſtthey ſhould feele 
ſome pleaſure, and de{ightin eating. -7inmthby:.was:| 


nence,for the reprooutng of the luxurious Epheſians, 
hehad ſo far macerated his body, that the Apoſite 
was:faine to:prefcribe him Phiſicke: This may teach 
vs what an eye we had needethaue ouer our ſelues, 
| euen in the praQtiſe of the beſt things , becauſe no- 
thing more eaſe, by reaſon of the Jeceitfulneſle of 
| our harts, then:to mixe ſomthingof the extreaimes 
| with the meane3;fo:thar wecanihatdly: beangry 
| without finning,belceve without prefuming, repent 
| wirhout.deſparmg,;feare withour-doubting;be mer- 
ry without yaincligheneffe ; be ſad withour keauy 


| and vnprofiabledumpithneſſe.;* 12 2 

| The fixrh dedeit is, when weinctoachvpon God: 
in thoſethings:, wherein he hath ginen vs ſome lIi- 
berty in his word,going beyond the bounds he hath 


there. ſet.vs.God hath-giuen ysliberry ;yea .indeed 


— 


he INT —_— 


caught in this errour,when vnderche colour ofabſti- | 


2 Cor.2.11, 


1 Tim. 5,23, 


VI.Deccit, In. 
croaching ia 
the vic of 
things lavws 
ſuil, 


hath} __ 
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| Canfeſſe, 10. 36. 


It aque nobis 
quoniam prop- 

| ter quedam bu. 
mans ſouetatsy 
officia neceſſari- 
um eft amari ex 
timers ab komi- 
nibus,inſtat 
aduerſarius v+ 
biq; ſpargeus wm 
laques Euge, 
Euge,vt di aui- 


| dc colligimus in- 


caute capiamur, 
& a veritate 
tua gaudium 
noſtrum depo- 
namus, & in 
hominum falla- 
cla penamus,li- 
beatqznes ama- 
13, & tiMerinon 
propter te, ſed 
prote, 


Luc.21.34- 


att Mad 
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hath-impoſeda neceſſity vponvs:to fecke the main-! 


tenanceof our owne creditand good name, that ſo| 


wemightbethefitter inſtruments of glorifying him 
inour {eucrall callings, but herevpon, as S. Aſter 


hath wellobſerued,throughthe deceitfulnes of our | 


hearts,wearedrawne on to defire,and delight inthe | 


loue,the reuerence,thepraiſeof men itſelte, and to 
likewell enough of it to be loued and reuerenced, 


deceit is ſpecially in the vſe of things indifferent,as 
meat,mirth, marriage, recreation,fleepe, apparell, 
and ſuch like. Of all which,Godindecd hath gran- 
ted vsthevſe., yet not:fo, but he hath confined vs 
within certaine limits, and as vntotheſea, hath ſer 
vs our bounds,faying ::Zhus farre fhalt:thon-goe,and 
no farther. Now our decceitfullhearts hauing once 
gotten this by the end, 'that ſuch and ſuch things 
are indifferent, and ſo may lawfully be done, thinke 
they arethen an: a ſure ground... and ſo: care not 
how farre they laſh ontzas though there were no re- 
ſtraint inthe vſe of things indifferent. And thus it is 


| ſirange to ſee , how that which is lawfull,drawes on 
| that which-is not conuenient, yea and what horri- 
ble ſinnes are ſwallowed-downe vnder the name of 
things indifferent. Cometo a ſwiniſh Epicure,that 
makes his belly his God,and tell himof his abuſe of | 
Gods creatures: he will anſwer prefently , why ſtrai- 


vs wine to make plad the heart) es ra make glad: but 
drunkenneſle and ſurfeiting makes it heauy. Take 


heed ſaith our Sauiour,leaft your hearts be made heany 


notfor Gods canſe, but cuen in Gods ſtead. Bur this || 


ten you my liberty inthe viſe of the creatures,which- 
Chrift hath purchaſed for me? Hathnot God giuen | 


—_ 


| 
| | 


wit 
| call 
' bo! 
det 
till 
mm: 
| OM 


RT — _ 


: | _ with| 


- 


0, 


|| 


; |; | [they looſe it. For in thevſeof theſe things, wherein 
| | God hath made them free men, ; they make them- 
| |ſelues bond-men,being brought under the power of 
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with [arfettino and drunkenneſſe. Vinus we ſee how 
'cafily. our deceitfull hearts remoue- the auncient 
bounds ſer by God,which to doe,but with men,is a | 
| deceit not to be ſuffered. And ſoit ſtealeson further, 


till at length ir bring vs from Chr:/#1an hiber tie, toa | 


; maſt vnckriſfran liber tiniſme, and Iwxnrious licentt- 
 0uſneſſe. Behold then heere. a noble-deccit , while 
' men thinke they take and vſe their libertie, indeed 


'choſe things which they vic, asthe Apoſtle elegantly 
ſpeaketh. For they ſo inthrall themſclues tothe luſt 
| of their ſenſes,and of their bellics,thatthough their 
| owne, and others deftruRion be ſomerimaes ioyned | 
' with the vſc of ſome of theſethings,they cannot yer 
 forbcare. Which ſeemed to be the fault of ſome of 
the Corinthians,couering their intemperancie, and 
loue of their bellies , whereby they hazarded ſome 
of their brethrens foules,with the pretence of Chri- 
ſtian libe:ty.So muchthe Apoſtle,not obſcurely,in- 
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4 
ro z;,1c, 


timates, when vnto that deceitfull obieftion, AU 
things are lawful he frameth this anſwere, But Iwill 
wot be brought under the power of any thing. I will 
not make my ſelfe aſlaue ro my belly, whoſe Lord 
I ſhould be. So alſo God hath giuen vs liberty to 
deale inthe world,and worldly occafions. But here, 
an inch being giuen, wee take an ell , ruſhing our 
ſelues ouer head and eares inthem,to the preiudice 


'1 Cor.6,12. 


of faith in Gods-prouidence,and of the exerciſes of 


ſers, totake of their flockes ſufficient maintenance. | 
| He 


piety. SoGodhath giuen this liberty to his Mini-; 
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| The deceirfulneſſe of mans beart. 


In ep ift. 


Conceditur tibs 


145,08 vt le 


Covfeſ.10.31. 
Crapula nom ni6- 
quam fubretit 


ſerus tus, 


Clem, 


VIT.Decex, 
Tuſteling out a 
oreatcr good 
by a lefle. 


ot dealtars vi. 


altari luxriers, 


| ed away bejond the meaſure of temperancy ? Thus pa- 
. 
rents, becauſe of the lawfulneſſe of naturall affeQi- 


| thing that he may not, 


ing a lefſe good, we iuſtle our the greater, andthat 
| oftentimes when it is moſt ſeaſonable. Martha was 


Hethatattends vpon the altar,may liuc ofthe altar. 
Bur Ber#ard -obſerucd it,in ſome of his time, thar 
thence tooke occaſion to riot , andruffleit our vp- 
on the altar,though yet the Scripture ſaith not the 
miniſter may luxuriouſly laviſh it, but onely liuc of 
the Altar. The Scripture alſopermits feafting and 
merry-making. But how eaſily heere doe we oucr- 
' fhoote our ſelues 2 not enely the common fort in 
their quaftings , carouſing healchs, and {currillous 
mirth , buteuen the better ſortalſo exceeding the 
bounds of moderation. 4»/tex conteſſeth his errour! 
here, Lore,faith he, drunkenneſſe is farre from mee ; 
let it not once come neere me : As for glartony,it ſicales 
Sometimes vpon thy ſernant, Ipray thee remooue it far 
fromme.Bat who t there that ſometimes is not carri- 


| 


ens, fall rocockering of their children. Inalltheſe 
& ſuch like cafſes,we muſt beas icalous of our ſelues, 
as ob was of his childrenin feaſting.For herethe de- 
ceit is ſo much the more caſie, by how much our 
ſuſpition of itis the leſſe, preſuming vpon the law- 
fulnefle. Butwe muſt oppoſe to this deceit that of 
the Apoſtle, Ml things are lawfall, but all rhinss are 
not expedient. Circumſtances of time 4place, per- 
{ons muſt be conſidered. Otherwile that ſaying is 
true. Hee that will doe all lawful things, all that hee 
may,will quiekly come to dee vnlawfall things, tome- 


The ſenenth drcet is, when vpon ſome care of do- 
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thus decciued, when hercare of performing one 
good qutie,in giuing the beſt, and molt reſpectful! 


intertainement to Chriſt , ſhecould, detained her 
from the hearing of the word, a matter of far grea- | 
ter momenr. Thus many,that read notallthe weeke | 
long, knowing yet that reading is a duty comman- 
dedby GOD, will therefore be reading of the 
Scriptures inthe ſermon time,atthe Church.Soine 
alſo are athome in their priuate prayers,and medi- 
tations, whenthe Church isaſſembled together,and 
with priuate ſeruice exclude the publique. Others 
in hearing of the word , whilethey minde the me- 
thod,and orderof the preacher, 8 matters of knows 
Iedge,they neglect that which concernesaffection. 
And diuersſuch like. Heere remember , that how- 
ſoeuer in cuillthings,that rule be falſe,of enzls chooſe 


Loods,chooſe the greateſt. 

The ezght acceit is, when hauing performed ſome 
good ſeruice to Gad, we therevpon rake occaſion to 
be the more carelefſe andſecure. Like boyes, who 
afrerthey haue followed their bookes hard it the 
{choole, thinke then they arepriuiledged to {por & 
play reakes. Soisitwith vs, Ve may ealily feele 
this diſpoſition in eur ſclues, to be ready to-plcaſe 
our felues.in.vnlawfall liberties, whenwe have plea- 


the leaſt, yet in good things the contrary is true, Of | 


z75 


bl 


VIIT.Deceit, 
Aftcr good 
ſuccefle to 
orow lecure; 


ſed the Lord inlawfull duties. VVe may lee itin /o- | 
nab, after his embaſlage faithfully diſchargedtothe 
Niniuites, breaking foorth -into anger againit the 
Lord:andin Ezekiah,after his notable ſeruice,both 
ofpraterin ſicknelſcand of thank{>iuing after deli- | 


uerance, fowly oucrſhooting hialelfe ina vaine o- | 


ſten- 
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ſpirit, | and corrupt harts into thefimilitude of ſpirituall,&| 
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| | ſtentation of his treaſures to the BabiloniſhEmbaſ- 
| ' ſadour. Therefore, after a lightning,take heed ofa! 
foyle.Neuer haue wegreater cauſe to tremBfe,then 
| after we have well acquitted our ſelues in the per- 
| formance of ſome good duty. Then wilour harss be 
ſecking of vnlawfull liberty,& offring tofteale away 
from God,that after their painesin his ſeruice they 
_ | mightrefrefb themſelues with ſome pleaſure of ſin, 
I X.Deceit, The ninth deceit —_ the fleſh doth peruerſly 
Theflethes | imitate the ſpirit in vs;Fhen,as the Diuell tranſfor- 
peruerſe imi- 


|?:tion ofthe | Meth himſclfe into an Angell of light, ſoour fleſhly 


| renewed. How is this?Specially in the raiſing vp of! 
many good, and holy motions,meditations,defires, 
& affetions in our minds. For example,otherwhileÞ 
in prajer,orin hearing ofthe word,there come into 
our minds,fuch,and ſuch thoughts, and good pur- 
_ | poſes of doing this or that good worke; ſometimes 
| alſo many good affeQions, as of griefe for our fins, 
and ſuch like,which yet are nothing to our preſent, 
cither praying or hearing. Here our deceitful harts 
| will be ready to thinketheſe come from the {piritof 
grace ; but the trueth is they come from our owne | 
 carnall hearts,and the Diuell together,both mutu-. 
| ally conſpiring to deceiuevs. For tne ſpirit of God 
hathno ſuch office rodraw away mens minds from 
| hearing the word. No,tt openeth the hearr,it biew- 
reth through the cares thereof,and maketh vs to at- 
tend. Sothe ſpirit of God hath noſuch office:neither 
| as to trouble mens minds in praier with thoughts 
impertinent.No,the ſpirit is theſpirit of prayer,and 
chaſcth away all firagling thowghts , and keepeth| 
| our 


| 
| 


__ 
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fore aſſure thy ſelfe, heere isnoble jugling. Theſe 
| thoughts ſuggeſted , though inthemlelues Divine, 
yet the ſpirit thatſuggeſts them in this fafhion , is 
not diuine, but fleſhly,or diabolicall, 

The zenth deceit is, when in temptation our hearts 


| | betray vs,like 1#daſes, into the diucls hands. If one 


living familiarly with vs, ſo that wee repoſed ſome 
cruſt in him,fhould yet,walking abroad with vs,and 
ſeeing ſome enimy comets offer violence , run a- 


full perſon? much more if he (hou!d conſpire with 
the enemy , and take his:part againſt vs, Sois it 
heere with our hearts , thatlye continually inour 


| | | | boſomes, and pretend great kindneſſe, and friend- 


ſhip, no ſooner yet can the-Diuell (et vpon vs with 
any temptation , but they foxſake vs, yea they deli- 
uervs vp into his hands. Herein dealing with vsas 
the falſe hearted men of Keilah would haue done 
with Dazid. ASDaxid miſtrufted them, ſo ſhould we 
theſe hearts. Ve neede not to aske the queſtion, as 
Dauid didof the men of Keilah,Will they deliuer vs? 
We may aſſure our ſelues they will. Such isthe 
depth of their falſhood. I#dah when hewent out'in 
the morning to the fheepe-ſhearing, had no ſuch 
purpoſe, as to commit inceſt with Thamar, but yet 
forall that being tempted , ſee how his owne heart 
deceiued him, and gaue him:the flip, yeathruſt 


' | him intothe hands of thetemptation. And alas ! 


who ſees not this falſeneſſe of his owneheart,yea e- 


uenthen when we ;goe forthinto the world with a 
purpoſe againſt ſuch.and ſuch ſinnes? yerno ſooner 
3 FRO 


our mindes ſteddy , and attentine inprayer.There» , 


way from vs , would we not account him a deccit- |. 


| 


| 
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are the leaſt tifing and tempting occaſions offered | 
tO Our eics,cares,or other ſenſes, but weare caughr 
preſently. 

The elexenth deceitis, by holding vs occupied in 
thinking of ſome good thing to come, to make vs 
negleR our preſent duty. Here we ſhould remem- 
ber that ſaying of Samurl to Saul, When this fhall 
come to paſſe, namely thy kingdome, doe that which 
comes next hand. Itisatolly roleaue cerrainties tor 
vncertainties. T;ou haſt certainty of that which is 
preſent. If thoz; wilt Jay hold vpon the preſent oc- 
caſion thou maiſt. But as forthat which 1s-to come, 
thou art wholly vncertaine , thou knoweſt not whe- 
ther there will euer be any occaſion of good for thee 
tolay hold of, or no. Heerein me thinkes the de- 


| ccit of our hearr islike the praiſe of Tobiah, and 


Sanballat,again{t Nebemiah,whowould haue drawne 
him away from therepairing of the citieby calling 
him to conference, and conſulation, with them- 
ſelues;ſo our harts doe often diuert vs from thepro- 


ſecution of many good purpoſes, by caſting other 
| odde impertinent matters in our way , likeas ina 
caſe farre vnlike,the Philiſtimes diuerted Saulfrom 
the purſuit of David ,'or as the Foxe diuerts the 


Nehemiah did his crafty aduerſaries, 7 have a great 
worke to doe,and 1 cannot come downe:why ſhould the 


| worke ceaſe, while 1 leaue it,and cometo you? | 
T herwelfe deceit is,when admittancebeing got-| 


ten. for fomthing,becauſe of fomeotherthing wher- 


1 on itſhould wait, as a handmaide on het miſtreſſe, 


huntſman ſometimes from followingthe Hare. Burt | 
| inthis caſe we muſt bewiſero anſwer our hearts,as 


» 


— 
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his ſenſuall delightingin ſinging of Pſalmes; in re- 
gard of the ſweetneſle of the ſound, and content- 

ent of his cares therein, Of which hethus writeth. 
| Bug oftentimes the 4eclight of my care deceineth mee, 
| whites ſenſe does not ſo follow re1ſon, that it can pati- 
' ently endure to come behinae it ut haning gotten tobe 
 receined onely becanſe of it, would therefore goe before 
| and hiue the chiefety. So 1 ſinne im theſe things,not 


.perceineng it: but afterward, Iperceine it. The na- 


.curall delight in ſinging of Pſalmes is lawfull, it ir 
be ſubordinate, and ſubſeruientto the ſpirituall de- 
light in themacrcr it ſelfe. Buthere was Auſtens de- 
.ceit,that the natural delightin the /ovn4, didouer- 
rop the ſpiritnall delighe in the ſubſtance of the 
Pſalme. So'tt is lawfull co delight inthe witty ſpee- 
ches thatarein Sermons 3 ſowe vſe this our delight 
in the wi/,toconfirmeour delight in thegrace of the 
ſame ſpeeches. But here is the deceitfulnefle ofour 
hearts, that.our affection to the wit is farre more in 
tenſethen to the grace, and thar inaffeQing thewit 
ofa Sermon , wee feele our affetion to the grace 
ſomething ſlaked and cooled. This is as if one who 
is welcome to a-place , onely becaule he is in my 
company, and comes as my (hadow, ſhould yet, 
aftcr hee were recciued into the houfe for my ſake, 
cauſe my friendto thruſt me our of the dores, that 
he may haucall the welcome, and kindeintertaine- 


ment alone. | Is 
V 2 Cuar. 


yer this hand-maid beginnech ro perke ahoue her 
Miſtreſſc,and to iacroach and vſurpe vponthe chie- 
feſt place. Asffen ſhewes this deceit in himſeltfe,in | 


Confeſſ. 10.34, : 


Sed deicflatio 

Carny mee ſe:e 
me /allit, dum 
ratiozem ſenſu 
non its comita - 
tur, vi patien- 
ter prſtevier ſit, 


[ed tantem quia 


propter iliam 
meruit admits,” 
etiam frecurreve 
ac ducere cong- 
tar.ita in bunon 
ſentiens,&7>6, 
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CHnar. XXII. 


Of the deceit of onr affections in general. 


[Jchcrto we haue ſpoken of that deceitfulneſfe 
| 


of heart,which is :oy2tly in the minde,and affe- 
ions: it remaineth now,thatwe ſpeake of that de- 


| ceitfulneſſe of the affeQtions,þy themſ-lses, Where 


frft, wee will ſpeake of their deceit in gewerall , and 
then ſecondly in ſprciall of the deceit of ſome ſpeci- 
all affections. A 

The deceir of the affections in generall, ſhewes 
itſelfe in tworthings. 

1. In that they are of ſo variable & mutable a dif- 
poſition, that the face ofthe heauens is not ſo diuers, 
northe ſea,or weather,ſo inconftant,northe Came- 
lion ſo changeable, as they.Nothing isthereſo va- 
ſtaied,nothing ſo vncertaine znot onlychahged this 
day from yeſterday;but chis houre,yeathis moment 


from the former. Hence that of S«/omgpNo man | 


knoweth lone or hatred, that is,as 1#v/#s egpounds 
it,thething either heloues,or hates, byreaſon of this 
fickleneſle of our ſo eaſily alterable affeRions.VVho 


| would haue thought , that Ammons (o hot affe&ti- 


ons to his Siſter , could cuer haue beene cooled ? 


| Yer, for all that,preſently after his luſt was ſatisfied, 
his hatred of her exceeded his former loue. VVho | 


would haye thought that the lewes, thatcried Hs- 
ſanna to Chriſt, would after haue cried foſoone, cre- 


 cifie, erucifie ? Who would haue thought the Egyp- 


tians ſo deſirous of theIſraclites departure,thatchey 
| | euey 


—_ 


| 
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| cucn woed them to be gone, by giving them their 
|pretious jewels, ſhould yet, within ſo few houres, 


' onthe ſuddaine runneafter them, to recouer them | 
againe into their hands;as before. Sofor:ioy, and | 


ſorrow we may ſee the like varieties ; andchanges. 
 Tenas, that to day is the onely merry man,while the 
gourd fdouritheth , to morrow, when it periſhcrh, 
none ſo-penſiue;or perplexed as he. 
| This deceit of our affections is moſt dangerous 
in the mattersofreligion; when we begin to waxe 
cold, having been once zealous,and to earevpthar 
zcalc of gods houſe, which was wont to cate vp vs. 
Thus: wasit with Fobefas charged by Chriſt with 
the loſe of her firſtlouc; and withthe Galathians, 
that at the firſt were ſo fervent intheir affections, 
' that they could haue found in theit hearts to haue 
 pluckedour tlieir.cies. forhim 5 yerafrerwardwere 
more ready 1o plucke our his.eyes. Thus alſo fared 
it with the Lewes, who at the: firſt followed, and 
flocked after the Baptiſt, and reioyced in his light, 
| but yer for 4 ſeaſon onely. John quickly grew ſtale to 
'thiem, and, as our Saujour inſinuates, no more ac- 
| counted of, then 4 reeds ſhaken with the wind. And 
 wouldto God the cale were nor alike with too ma- 
ny intheſe our daies. | 
The ſecond thing wherein our aff:Qions ſhew 
| | themſclues deceitfull, is in the blinding, and cor- 


| rupting of our indgement. Theſe are our Eues, 


__ 


! of to 


| that doe deceiue vs. Adam, ſaith the Apoſtle, was 
| not deceined , that is, ſomuch by his indgement, 
 (chough alſo by that c00) as by his affeions to his | 
' wife, which art length blinded his iudgemenr. True | ©| 
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our children, kinred, and ſpeciall frietids,doe ofren 
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itis, our judgements. ſhould goucrne our affeRi- 


{wades iudgement . 'VVe ſee how our affections to 


| dazle our cies,that we maintaineerrour,and wrong. 


As Bitrnabas may ſceme to haue doneagainſt Pax! 
in his {o ſtiffe ſtanding out againſt him in the caſe 
of Marke, who was his kinſman, as appeares, Colo}. 
4. 10. How often haueerrours beene entertained; 
becauſe of our atfcRions to thoſe that bring, and 
broach them ? Heacethatfetch of hereriques, ob- 
ſerued by Tertullian;firft roperſwade, then to zeach, 
firſt ro worke vpon mens affeQions , and to gaine 
ſome intereſt in theirhearts, then afterward to la- 
bour the vadetſtanding'thus prepared,to wooe the 
Miſtrefle by the Maide : Whereas the truth, con- 
trarily , doth perſwade by teaching , not teach by 
perlwading, Contrarily many wholeſome truths 
haue beene diſtaſted, onely by reaſon of thepreiu- 
dice,which our naughty affe&ions haue conceived; 


refuſing 47zcaiahs propheſie. Againe,whats the rea- | 
ſon, that ſo many wife, .and learned men in the 
Church of Rome haue beene, and ſtill are ſo groſly 
| ſeduced withſuch foppiſh , and ſenſeleſle errous? 
Euen this their owne affeionto gaine, and glory, 
and thoſe other alluring gifts , which that ſtrum: | 


pethath in her hand, which they cannot rececine, | 
vnleſſe they firſtrakeher poyſoned cup, and drinke' 


| thereof, Reward blindeth theeies of. the wiſ{ez that is, 
| our corruptaſſeQion towards reward. Vyhen once 


n —_ a, 
_— - hs. AM... 


| 
| 
| 
| 
; 


WY m—_—_ 


the 


ons ,.4s Adam ſhould haue done Exes, yet thus it|Þ| 
| falleth our, thar affe&tion ouer-rules, and oner-per- 


againſt the teachers ; As inthe example of «thab,' g 
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. |ſthe affection is ſet vpon gaine, thenpreſently gaine 
his godlineſſe,and if a thing be gainfull,thenthough | 
'neuer ſo vile, it (hallbe coloured ouer as good,and 
lawfull. Our affe&ions , whenthey would have a 
thing, ſharpen our. wittes, and ſet chem on worke, 
|co deuiſe arguments to ſerve their turne. Bur ſuſ- 
| pet. wee alwaies our judgements. (though they 
; may ſeeme neuer ſo well fortified with reafons) in 
' thoſe caſes wherein our affections are intereſſed. 
Surely our affeRions will plead mightily, and deale 
craftily , raifing vp fogges, and miſtes before our 
eyes, and ſetting falſe colours vpon things to de- 
ceiue vs. Looke how .in a greene glaſlc all things 
ſeeme.greene , and as toan aguith ralte all things 
| bitter; ſo when the iudgement 1s diſtempered by 
affeQion, allchings (ball be iudged of according to 
| the pleaſure of affeion. Therefore Peter well ſaies, | 
| Þ | of theſe corrupt. luſtes ,- that they f2br againſty4he | L Pet 2,12, 
| F | /onle, yeacucnthe:principall,part thereof, the Vn 
derſtanding 3 by making it ſeruilely co frame it | 
judgement totheir deſire, . VVee ordinarily ſee the 
deceit of our affetions in naturall things. Fathers ! 
thinke their owne-children the wiſeſt, and the fai-| 
# | reſt. Solouers their loues. The Ape thinketh his 
| owne brats though vgly , and miſhapen , co: be 
| faire, and beautifull. Afſuredly theſe affeions of: 
| ours are no lefle deceitfull in things ſpirituall. The 
vileſt deformities , if once they be affections dar- | 
| lings , ſhall be accounted comely ornaments. Let 
' others ſay whatthey will. The affeFtions haveraken 


| captiue the vnderſtanding , and Deblah hath lulled | 


| Samſon allcepe. The belly hath no cares, nor: yer 
| "2, ” We no | 


Speciall, 


thereof. 


}4 


'| when yet indeed weloue not their perſons,but their 


no: eyes.'So much for the deceit of affetions in 
general. Mp | | 
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| of rhe deceirfalneſſe of our Loue, Anger, loy. 


Nov ro come to the deceit of ſome particular 
l YaffeRions. And firſt to begin with Loue. 

1 The deceit of the affection of loueis,when we 
thinke we loue mens perſons,as they are Gods crea- 
tures in 44am ys and his new creatures in Chriſt ; 


riches, honours, reputation in the world, and ſuch 
like a4ioynt5 of their perſons. In Jouing of ourſelues, 
wepreferre our perſons before our goods, or ought 
elſe; as the Diuellobferued, Skinne for skinne, and 
all that a man hath,will he giue for bs life: Now the 
law is, Thos ſhalt loue thy.ueipbbour as thy ſelfe, And 
ſo we ſhould loue him, and not his. But quite con- 
trary is it with many of vs inthe louing of others. 
\We preferretheir purſes, and portions, before their 
perſons. VVharfoerier we may perfwade our ſclues, 
the truth is , that wee loue ſpecially in them theſe 
ourward things , and know them according to the 
fleſh... The diſcovery of this decent 1s in the change 
at oſtize.-: -i:= << | 

1 Whenrichesare turned into pouerty,honour 
into ignominic ; if then wee leaue our friend, itis 
euident we loued nothis perſon before. For that is 
ſtill the ſame- his piety, his parts arethe ſame, that 
| p, when 


tt 
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when he was rich, happily more. When the corne | 
is ſpent, the Rattes leaue the Barne, and yer the 
rooine is the ſame. Ir was not thenthe roome they 
loued. Here was the ttiall of the ftncerity of Johns 
loue toour Saulour, that hee forſooke himnort on | 


was the fame on the Crofle, that in the Pulpit, in 
the Temple, Chriſtſuffering, was the ſame,thar hee 
was working miracles. Thus was the deceitfull loue 
of many profeſlours at Rome towards Paul diſcouc- 
red,in that they ſtood not to him when he was con- 
vented before Nero. Heerein alſo appeared ſome 
vafoundneſle in tobs wife her loue, when ſhe began 


If ſhe had loued his grace, botchie lob and poore Job 
was as gracious, as hajle 1b, and rich 1ob, Thelike 
may be {aid of their loue, who depending vpon him 
in-his flouriſhing eſtate, afterward diſpiſed him in 
his fall. | | 

2 When alſo our eſtate is changed from worſe 
to a better , heere alſo is a diſcouery of deceitfull 
loue. For as inthe former change vnfound loue will 
turne into hatred, ſoin this into exuic. Heere was 
the diſcouery of Sawls falſe heart to David, when, 
' ſeemingto loue him deerely,and intirely before, he 
, could not yet endurehim , when hee ſaw him grow 
| greater then himfelfe, and heard his 7c thouſands 


the Croſſe, as his fcllowes did. For indeede Chriſt | 


ro loath him becauſe of his boyles and borches. | 


and bur his one thouſands. And here was a nota- 
ble triall of the ſincerity of 7oxathans loue to Dauid, 
when, for all hee knew hee was to bepreferd to the 
kingdome,and ſo the onely manto-put him by that 
dignitie , yer ſtill hee continued conftant in lone, 
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Whereas, .if hee had loued him onely for outward | 
reſpes , as becauſe of the ſimilirude of their dif-1 


not chiefly for his piety , hee could not, bur, vpen 
this occaſion, haue, molt bicrerly hated him. This ; 
muſtteachvs,inlouingothers,toexamine our owne 
hearts, what it is wee loue in them ; whether the 
image of God, or the deceiucable (hadowes of the 
world. And thoſe that haue much loue, and many 
friends , mult learne wiſedome not to take all for 
friends , that pretend affection. And becauſe the 
heart of man is thus deccitfull in louegas in nothing 
more; it muſt teach vs in the multitude of greateſt, 
and ſtrongeſt friends to flye vnto God,and ro make 
his loueour chicfeſt ſtayes: His Joue I ſay, which is 
without deceit, without repentance, . without the 
leaſt ſhadow of turning. For whom hee once lones, 
he loues to the end. Mans loue is often deceitfull, 
that we may iuſtly complaine with 19b , My friends 
haze deceined me 45 4 brooke:and with theChurchin 
the Lamentations,ay loners ſtand farre off from me, 
and with Paul, All have forſeoke me. Leanenotthen 
on this broken ſtaffe, Secure not thy ſelfe , no not 
in the fauvourof Princes. Truſt not in them, faith | 
the Pſalmiſt , becauſe they are mortall, and their 
' breath is in their noſthrils. Much more then may ] 


ſay,truſt not intheir loue,becauſetheir Joue is mor- 
tall , and may quickly turne into mortall hatred. 
Their loue may dic before themſelues , they may 
ſuruiue their loue, breathing out their loue, before 


their breath. So much for loue, 
2 Aﬀection is Avyer and hatred , an inuete- 


| rate 


—_— —_— 


\ 


oo Tye deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, | 


rateanger. The deccir is, when wethinkewe hate 
mens finnes, when indeed ir istheir perſons, and 


that we are angry for ſinne againſt God , when in- 


ſo'it 1s , that gods cauſe,and our owne often meete 
together . And wherein weare wronged , therein 
alſo is God.. Nowhence,by reafon of this compa- 
ny, and concurrence of Gods cauſe, and our owne, 
we are very apt, and ready to decciue our ſelues; 
thinking our anger is directed againſt the diſho- 
nour of God, whereas; in truth ,-it hath reference 
onely to:that which is but an appurtenance, and 
hang-by thereto,namely our owne offence. 

The diſcouery therefore of this deceit is. 

I Inthe partition of Gods cauſe,and our owne. 
Let vs, marke how we are affected, either when 
God is diſhonoured without our iniurie, or we 
injured without any great impeachment of Gods 
honour. Now if we canbe- as hot as toltes in our 
ownepriuate iniuries, where Gods gory is not cal- 
ledin queſtion , andyer as coldas yce, when molt 
diſhonorable indignities are offered to the Lord 
without any touch of ourſelves: then itis cuident, 
that in thoſe-caſes,where Gods cauſe and our owne 
are ioyned together , our anger was onely for onr 
 owne, not for Gods, When our ſeruants, or chil- 
dren haue negleQted their duty to vs, there i51ult 
cauſe of anger. ForGods commandement is bro. 
kenby them. Burdeceiue not thy ſejife , when vn- 
der this pretence thou lerreſt looſethe bridle tothy 


thy 


deed itis forſome+iniury done to our ſelues, For | 


rage. For how often haſtthouthyſelfe fayledfarre 
morein thy duty to God?how often haſt chou feene' 


The diſcouery 


thercof, 
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| The deceitfulne(] e of mans heart. 
| | | 


| thy children, and ſeruants diſhonour the name of| 


| the Lord many waies , and yet waſt neuer halfe fo 
' angry ? Heere was the triall of Moſes his anger. 
| When the people murmnred_, and when Korabre- 
| belled againſt him,here was juſt cauſe ofanger.But: 
; here Gods cauſe, and his owne, were coupled. Let 
vs therefore marke Aoſes his behauiour, when they 
were ſingled, Num. 12. Aaron, and Miriam offer 
him a priuate iniury. It is faid his mcckeneſle was 
ſuch thathe gaue them not aword. Againe Exod. 
32. the people had fallen to idolatry,and had made 
a calfe,and Aron had his hand therein. Here Gods 
quarrell was ſevered from his owne. And how ca; 
ries he himſelfe here. Heſpares neither 4arox, nor 
the people , but in agodly fic of zeale takes on, 
breakesthe two tabies1n pieces, 8&c.A meckelambe 
in his owne injury : A fierce Lion in Gods, Here 
was pure anger, free from guile,and gall. 

2 If our anger be properly againſt ſinne, then it 
will keepe vs from finning groſly in being angry. 
For what likelihood is there, that he is truly angry 
againſt ſinne, that commits a greater ſinne in his 
anger , then the ſinne whereathe is angry ? Thus 
many are angry for ſmall offences , which indeed 
are {innes alſo againſt God: but intheir anger they 
are ſo diſtempered , that they breake out into cur- 


ſing, raging, rayling. &c; which are farre greater 
finnes, then that wherewith they are diſcontent. 
Here was Danzas anger againſt Nabal diſcouered to 
be faulty, He might happily perſwadehimfelfe he 
had cauſe to be offended. For XNabals churliſh vn» 


thankefulnefle was odious to God, Yet that was 
« nor 


_—_— 


|ourangerthen is not of grace, bur of corruption. 


| God. This anger is a whetſtone to Prayer, and by 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart, | 


not it which angred David, For then how came it 
to paſe that his anger prouoked him to ſweare, to 
conceiue a bloudy purpoſe of murther ? Grace be- 
gets not ſfinne,burholds backe from (inne. Graceis 
neuer a paire of bellowes to blow vp in vs the fire of 
corruption ; ſo as is often our anger. And therefore 


3 Holy anger, that is conceiued againſt fine, 
doth nor any thing vnkit vs for duties , wee owe ei- 
ther God, or man ; no not that man . with whom 
weare angry. As Moſes was angry with the Iſrae- 
(lites, and chide them ſharply , yet withall prayed 
for them heartily. As when our children, through 


angry ſpeeches, wee goc tothe Phyſitian for them. 
Chriſt, when hee was angry with the Phariſes, at 
the ſame time mourned for their finne. 7onathay 
was angry with his father for vowing Dads death: 
yet his anger made him ſpeake nothing vnbeſce- 
ming the duty, either of a Sonne ro his Father, or 
of a Subie&@ to his Soueraigne. Anger againſt finne 
is alwayes ioyned with lone of the {inner, Sincere 
anger is a /os;ng anger, a d:nout anger. Ir fits a 
man for the duties of loue to men, of deuotion to 


helpe of it, thou ſhalt pray better then before. If 
then thine anger ſo diſguiſe thee, and putthee out 
of frame , thar thou canfſt not tell , either how to 
pray to God, or looke, or ſpeake louingly ro man, 


their owne fault, hauc got ſome ſickneſſe, for all our | 


not onely the perſon angring thee , but ſcarce any 
other, itis a conuition of the deceitfalneſſe of thy | 


anger. | 
s 3 affeQion | 
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' The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


3 AﬀecQionis oy. Inthewhich there is a double 
deceit. 1. When we thinke wereioyce in Gods out- 
ward benefits,onely as pledges of his loue, when in- 
deede we reioyce more in the benefits themſelues, 
chen in-the benefaRour. 

The diſcoueryis, x Byourdrouping, and deie-|' 
tion vnder the Crofſe. If it had becne Gods fauour 
onely wee had reioyced-in in our preſperity, why 


{then is the copy of our countenance changed? for! 
| Gods fauour is fill the ſame to hisin 2fiQtion, which! 


in. proſperity, haply greater. 

2 By the cffcof our.ioy, which is the ſadding 
and gricuing of Gods ſpirit. VVhence ariſeth a hea- 
uie lumpiſhaes,and vnwillingnes to Gods ſeruice. 

2 Deceit is, when we thinke wee rejoyce inthe 
graces of Gods ſpirit in -our brethren, for theme 
ſelues, when we reioyce in them onely as they are 
ſomemay-beneficiall roour ſclues; as in the matter 
of liberality. Here the triall is , tomarke whether 
Wwercioyce as muchin othergraces, which are not 
ſo profitable to vs, or in the ſame graces, whenir 
falles out thatthey areprofitable to others , not to 
our ſelues. Excellently Paul ro Philemon, He hane 

great iey in thy loge. Fer by thee Brother (not my,bur) 
the Saints bowels arerefreſhed. Many reioyce onely 
in that loue which refreſheth their owne bowels. 
Which is indeede to reioyce rather in their owne 
profit , then in the grace of God it ſelfe. For that 
loue which refreſheth other Saints bowels, and 
not mine, is loue, as well as that, which refreſherh | 
mine. IfI rezoyee in loue , becauſc it is loue, be- 
cauſe it is grace, I fhall reioyce as well inthe one;as 
b in 


a deceirfulneſſe of mans-heatrt.. 


in the other. Yeaand when this grace is bencficiall 
ro vs, rather yet in his benefit whoſe it is ,. becauſe 
of the fruit furthering his owne reckoning, ſhall we 
rejoyce,thenin our owne, 


—— — 


Cnare. XXV. 


Of the deceit fulneſſe of our Sorrow, 
Deſere,and Confidence. 


Ffeion is ſorrow. Vhere there Is a two- 
fold deceit. 1. When worldly ſorrow 


WA 


{ ſhroudes ir ſelfe vnder the countenance of Godly 


vexation , of humiliation. Come to many in their 
afflitions , and reproue them for their carnall ſor- 
row , andtheir anſwereis ready, when Gods hand 
is gone outagainſt vs for our finnes ſhould we nor 
be humbled ? yes ,for your finne. , Bur loe thede- 
ceirfulnefle of your heart. Ic is the puniſtment 
that grieues you, not the ſinne, the Surgions play- 
ſter, not thine owne ſore. You gricue nor at the 
puniſhment, becauſe of the finne deſeruing ic : but 


at the ſinnebecauſe of the puniſhment follow- | 


ing it. 


| Thediſcouery of this deceit, is 


| ence. Like as the fooliſh boy is glad , when the 
fmarting plaiſteris off, though his fore ſt:l[remaine 


1 When, vponthe ceaſing of the puniſhment, | . 


wee arecheered preſently. though tii!] both rhe 
guiſe , and filth of our ſinneſticke. in our conſci-} 


vnhealed. VWhereas.,ifiz werethe ſin thar gricued 


em. 


VS; 


| 29 | 


Phil. 4. I 7, 


4- Sorrow, 
Deceit.z. 


Diſcouery. 
I 


Toh.16.12. 


2 Cor.7.19. 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
vs, Our griefe, together with our finne, ſhould Outs 
laſt the puniſhment, Bur if oncewe haue any eaſe| 


of our puniſhment , we giue ouer our ſorrowing| 
forthwith. Which ſhewes that with thole Iewes 


y 21 


'we mourne onely for our corne and oile,&c. | 

2 Diſcouery is by the property of godly ſor-| 
row, which is to makea man freſh, and nimble in' 
his ſpirizs for prayer, and other gocd duties. 
Whereas worldly ſorrow lies heauy,like lead, vpon 


| a mans heart , and will make a man ſleepe ſooner, 


then pray 5 asin ona {lceping in the middeſt of a 
terrible tewpeſt , which droue cventhe prophane 
. Mariners to prayer; and.inthe Diſciples,who, be- 
ing poſſeſſed with worldly ſorrow, were neither a- 
ble to watch one houre with Chriſtin prayer , nor 
fit to heare that doArine which Chriſt otherwiſe 
was ready to have taughtthem. For ſo our Saui- 
our told them: 7 have may things to ſay vnto you: but 
you are n0t able to beare them; namely,becauſetheir 
ſpirits were dulled , and deaded with worldly ſor- 
row. Which,cuen. in this ſenſe alſo, may be ſaidte 
cauſe death 3 though yet the oppoſition of life, 
which the Apoſtle maketh in. that place./2 Cor. 7. 
ſceme toreſtraine theſenſete ſpirituall death. 'But 
it is true that worldly ſorrow cauſeth euen this na- 
turall death. VWhereas godly ſorrow. procures a 
good conſctence,: which is the very health of the 


If chen we finde our ſenſes quickened, our ſpirits 
reuiued by ourforrow;, fothatwe'feele ir to giue 
_ £0 Our prayers , which before lay groucling 

| on 


| 


Li 


bones , a conttnuallifeaſt. Even in the very aQ of | 
. | mourning. is. a-mans-hearrt light, and cheerefull. 


—uc — 


es aaa 


—_—— 
=_P 


| 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


on the ground , then haue wean argument it is 
ſound, and good. For godly ſorrow is alwayes 
mixed with , nay indeed proceedes, from faith, 


| whichyin the apprehenſion ofmerey, yeeldes mat- 
| ter of ioy,to delay the bitternefſeof our teares. But 


ifwe haue no hearts to pray, ifour ſorrow make 
vs ſpiritually, both dumbe, that we cannot ſpeake 
to God,and deafe,that wecannot, with thoſe [ſra- 
clites, heare GOD ſpeaking to vs; then haue we Exod.s.9, 
cauſe to ſuſpeR'our ſorrow , as vnſound, and de- | 
ccitfull. | | 

2 Deceit of our ſorrow , when our owne pri- ; . 
uvate ſorrow 1s couered with the title of ſorrow for | Do notmany 
the publique cuils.of the Church , where we liue. | mournein the 
Vſually ittalleth our, that euery oneof vsin parti- | 2 Golell, 
cular are intereſted in the publike calamtities of the | becauſe they 
ſtate where weliue, and ſo are pinched with the | — 
ſenſe of their ſmart. Hence many deceitfully ima- ' aduerſity ? 0h 


gine, they aregrieued forthe publike euils, when | orcat corrup= 


. BF , | tion of our 

indeede it is no otherwiſe for the publike, then as | jcars! 0 

they couch them in particular, botromlefle 
Here the diſcoucry is. | FL cCo nl 


1 In the ſeparation of our owne cauſe from the in Pial.119, 


' Churches. As when, it going ill with the Church, 1-39: 


it goes well with vs in particular. If then we can, 
| diſtaſt our owne private felicities, andcall them 


| which the Church doth, then it is an argument our 


' caſe, and great grace, and authority in the Kings 


D:ſcoucry. 
I 


[cahods , as that good woman did herſonne,when 
the acke was captiued , ifthen weare as penfiue,as 


' Sam. 4.27. 
if we our ſelues in our owne perſons ſuſtaynes that | * — 


griefeis ſincere. As in Nehemiah , whom his owne 
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| Churches ;3making the naine of the Church onely ' Þ 
4 vizour,and imitating Polzs,that, vnderthe repre- | 
ſentation of anothers griefe, truely, and heartily la-| Þ 
mented the death of his owneſonne, © © | 


' Thedeceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


Court could nothing cheere, or comfort, in the 
common calamities of the Church of God. 
2 When beſides the common euils of the 


Church : we ſuffer ſome perſonall afflitions , that. | 
concerne vs ſolely. If our griete betruely for the! | 
Churches euils, then,in this caſe,the ſenſe of griefe| | 


for the publike eniis will blunt the edgeof our pris 
vate ſorrow. As in two diſeaſes of the body,the 
ſtone , and the goute , when they meete together, 
the griefe ofthe ſtone,becauſle itisthegreater,doth 
take away all ſenſe of the goute , becauſe it is the 


lefle : ſo here in a godly minde,the griefe for our | 


owne Priuate,is drowned in the greater griefe for 
the Churches publike diſtreſſes. Butif it be quite 
contrary with vs,that we cannot feele the churches 
miſery,we areſo affeed withthe ſenſe of ourown, 
this is more then a preſumption , that when the 
Churches afflitions were our owne , we mourned 
then for them , onely as our owne , and not as the 


5 Aﬀection is Deſire. In the which alſo is a dou- 
ble deceit. 

1 Vhen our v»naturall deiires arecloaked with 
the name of »azurall, Though mens deſires are in- 
finite, and inſatiable, yer for all this vſually they 
deceiue themſelues with this,that they deſire onely 
a competency , neither pouerty , norriches, but 
onely 4gurs conuenient portion. Now competen- 
cie isthat ; which will not onely ſerue zature , but 


that 
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 andcalling , as ſay a Magiltrate, 1s ſuperfluity for | 


j 
| 
| 


| ithar alſo which is fitte for our eZace and calling, 


| anddrinkes, andby like proportion wee may apply 
| X 2 it 


=p — 
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' And fo that which is but competent for one eſtate | 


1 


' another, as ſay apriuate man. Wellthen, letvs {ce 
' whether it beſo viually with our deſires, as they 
| pretend, that they confine themſelues within the 
| boundes of mediocritie, and competencie. The | Difcoucry. 
 rriall will be chis, if, when they haue that which is | 

| 


7 + 03145 
4 


' competent;they then reli contented. For there are 
three deſires. The defire of »at»re, of grace, of cor 
 ruption. Nature will be content with lirtle :- grace | 
' with lefle: but.corruption is inſatiable. If thenthere | 
| be no hoe with our defires,but when they haue gor 
' that, which themſelues, at firſt, would ſer downe ! 
| as a matter of competency,yetthey ſtill are like the | 
| crauing horſe-lcaches,that cry Giue:giue,it is an ar- Deſiderianatu. | 
| gament, it isthedefireof corruption, notof nature, 74%: — | 
; not ofgrace, Naturall thitſt is diſcerned from an- ,.ei: Tet, 
' guiſhby this, that the naturall will be quenched | Facxe "3 08 
' with a dravght, but the other is further prouoked | ,%" = 
by drinking. So, when men ſhall ſay, I deſire onely Sen, 

| a ſufficiencie, if I had but ſo much, I ſhould be well 

 apaid then , and yet, when they haue that , covet | 

' more greedily then euer before, this 1s an ague, a | 

 dropfte, a diſeaſe 3 no naturall, no kindely thirft. ; 

' But heere this deceit of our deſires is ſo much the | 

| hardertobe diſcovered , inthat it is not ſo eaſie to | 

define in every thing that vvhich is competent. | 
: And ſo vnder the couer of competenciewe quickly | 
| fall intotheſnare of pleaſure andexcefſe,This Saint 
| 4uſten excellently deſcribes in the defire ofmeates 
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| Sub velamine 


| piſcenti®. 


' Er [epeincerium « Bur there is not the ſame meaſure of both, For 
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296 The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 


ic tothe deſire of any other thing. hl, ſaith he, 
« feeling the trouble of want ,Imake towards the quier | 

« of fulneſſe, in the very paſſage from the one to 
Bcraard.  |* rcheother, there lies in waite for mee the ſnare of 
x 7 5-9 au « concupiſcence, And whereas our health is the 


etem [atietats 
ex indizentie 
mo eſtia tran'eo, | 


ne:ceſſtiatu m- 
cidi un /aquens 
voluptats. 


| 


| mbi infidiatur | © rhatir may ſeemeto be done for her ſake, whether | 


laqurits COncite 


\© [ ſay I doe, or would doe, for my healths ſake. 
= one ' | that which is enough for health,is too little for de- 
cura ſubſidinm | © light, Anditis often vncertaine whether the need 
peratgan mew". \ * of my dody craue more,or the voluptuous deceir 
fe flac mi. | of my appetite. At this vncertainty my vnhap- 
niſicrium ſup- | © pje ſoule reioyceth,as at thematter of her excuſe, 
1 lacincertum | © and defence, being glad that it doth not appeare 
bilar:ſcitinfe - | ** what is ſufficient for health, that ſo vnder the pre- 


ox axma,©7,. | * rence of health (hee may ſhadowe her intempe- 
Pt obtentu ſalu- 


tis obumbret ne- | © rancie. 
| gotium volup- you Deceit is, when our carmall and worldly de- 
Hao fires are accounted of vs as ſpiritvall, This deceit 
| falleth out in this caſe, when in one and the ſelfe 
ſame thing which wee deſire, there is matter fit to 
| give contentment to both theſe deſires. As in S:- 
| | mon Magws his delire of the gifts Apoſtolicall, be- 
| ſides the excellencie of the gifts themſclues 3 fir 
matter for a holy defire, there was alſo profit, and 
glory that might enſue , fir matter to proucke the 
carnal] deſire. Simon would ſeeme to be deuour 
and holy, and to deſire the gifts for themſelues,for 
that worthy reckoning hee had of them. Bur Peter 
| E, ſmelt 


; Aq,2.19.21, 
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« cauſe of our cating and drinking, here acertaine 
<« dangerous pleaſure ioynes it ſelfe asa handmaid, 
inisſo tranſit» | **and yet for the moſt part Jabours to goe before, 
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' | the very face thereof: yer withall there is ſome mat- 
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| The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


{melt outthe cloſe deceit that lurked in his heart, 
and ſaw that ir was a fcſhly deſire looking toward 
 lucre. So the Apoſtle faith, He that defereth the of fire 

of a Biſhop,aeſireth a worthy worke, Yer thar deſire 

which many haue of it how deceitfull is it? The 
' worke defired is worthy : The defire thereof in ma- 
Dy is moſt baſe, and vnworthy. For though there 
' be fit matter in this office ro kindle a holy, and 
 fpirituall delire, namely,the beauty of the office ir 
 ſelfe, Gods glory , and mans ſaſluation,ſhining in 


' ter to ftirre vp a crooked, and couerous delire, 
| namely,the hope of gaine ina fat ''enciice. Here a 
couetous Balaarmn will hide his baſe deſire, of the re- 
ward of the cffice, with pretence of a ſpirituall de- 
| fire of the office it ſelfe. Such is the deceic of thoſe 
| that buy liuings,vnder thispretence , that chey de» 


—C—— ———————— 
» 


| fire to exerciſe their gifts, which otherwiſe, the int- 
| quity of the times being ſuch , they cannot haue 
| the vie of. So alſo in the matter of marriage,this de-| 
| ceicis very vitall, The party affected hath piety 
; matchable both to perſon, and portion , and yet 
| both theſe in good meaſure too. Here one,too much 
wedded tothe world, or to thefleth, will cloake his 
affeQion to portion, or perlon, witha pretence of 
affeRion to piety; as though that had the prehemi- 
nence in ſwaying of his deſires. Vhere happely, | 
{ if the heart be cruly ſearched , the contrary will ap- 
|; PEare., 
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| that ſhould ſatisfie the carnall defirc being taken a- | 
way,there onely remaineth the inuiter, and inciter | 


1 Tim, 3-2; 


The diſcouery of this deceit is when the matter | Diſcolldh 
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| ofthe ſpirituall,and holy. For it then we deſire not. 
as fervently as before, we may iuſtly feare fraude. 
in our deſires, Here cooled deliresare crafty, decay-. 
| ing, deceiuing. flinching, falſe. | 
0 Aﬀe&ion is confidence. Where the deceit is,to 

 chinke we truitin God , when inceed we truſt onely 


' in themeanes. Thedeceit 15, both when we haue 


the meanes , and when we want them, The des | 


' ceit of both, is diſcoucred by our behauiour to- 
' wards God inthe preſence of themeanes. Por if 
then we give ouer praying to God , or abate of 
' OUT teruency in ſuing , and ſeeking to him for his 
| helpe, we may well doubt of our confidence. 
| For if we doe truely relye on God , as on him who 
is ſufficient without meanes, and without whom 
even the molt ſufficient meanes are alcogether in- 
ſufficient, why then doe we beginne ſo. to ſecure 
| our ſelues , and lay afide all feare, when once we 
are fenſed withthe meanes? Againe,having beene 
ſo confident and comfortable in the enioyment of 
the meanes , if afterward in the time of danger, 
' when the meanes faile vs, we looſe this confidence 
and ſhewour ſelues faint, and heartleſle cowards, 
this alſo is another conuiction of deceite in our 
' confidence. So both theſe wayes is our confi- 
' dere foundout to be deccitfull , both by exceſle 
' of ſpirite in peace, and by want of ſpirite in 
trouble. 

Thelike deceits might be ſhewed in diuers other 
affections. Burt the worke growing bigger then 
I thoughtit would, Iforbeare. So much then ſhall 
{uffice to haue ſpoken concerning the deccirfulnes 
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[of the affections; as allo concerning the whole 
| cotrine of the deceitfuineſle of hearr. 
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| © Ofthe greainefſe of the hearts deceitfulneſſe, and of 
' the cauſe of her deceitjulneſſe. 


| 
| 
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; |  WMauſtrations of 
hearr, it remaineth that now we ſhould ſpeake the hearts de- 


of thoſe three illuſtrations, which in the beginning <*tvlacſle, 
| we-noted the Propher vſedto er it forth by. 

The firſt is, from th* greatneſle of this deceitful- ' 1. The great- 
neſſe. Ir is deceitful], tares the Prophet , above all F< of it 
things. Above all things? whataboue Sathan that 
old ſerpent > The meaningisnot., that our hearts 
have more craft then Sathan, whois an old trained 
Souldier, and his Cratis-maſter in this Arr, we be- 
| Ing but punies, and as of yeſterday vnto him,whois 
' of many thouſand yeeres (ianding : but that,thar de- 
 ceitwhichis in our hearts, in regard of vs, and the 
dangerous conſequences thereof to vs , is greater, 
' then that in Sathan, 

1. As to murther ones ſelfe is a greater matter, 
then to murther another,though he doe not vie the 
like cruelty in ſtabbing, and wounding of himſelfe, 
which is often vſcd in the killing of others: Soalfo 
to deceiue ones ſelte (which is alſoa ſpirituall kinde 
' of murther) isa greater deceitthento deceiue ano- | 
| X 4 ther. 


— 


T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. © 


ther. And ſo inthis ſenſe the deceitfullneſſe of our 
hearts may be ſaid ro be a boue Sathans,becauſe it 
deceiueth zz ſelfe , though Sachan in his deceits be 
| farre more cunning,and wile. 
'Y 2. This amplifieththe deceit, when the perſon 
| decciuing, is our familiar friend, one in whom we 
repoleſpeciall confidence. See Pſalm.55.12.13. SO 
3:8 is it heere. Sathan is nothing ſoneere vs , as our 
owne hearts,that are parts of ourſelues. Sathan is 
without vs, and if we refiti him by faith, he flicth 
from vs, but our hearts are within vs. and though 
we reſtſt neuer ſo much, yet this deceiver ſtil] ftick- 
eth cloſe vnto vs. So that Sathan ſometimes leaues 
vs for aſeaſon, and we arenot troubled with him, 
or his deceits. But our owne hearts, they neuer 
leaue vs,they dogge,and follow vs at alltimes,in al! 
places,vpon all occafions,ſtill ready furniſhed with | | 
deceit to be beguile vs. } 
3 Ourowne harts candeceiuevs of themſelues, | | 
| without Sathan :Sathan cannot without our harts. | | 
| Andtherfore,in regard of vs,our owneharts deceit-| | 
{nn fulnes is farre the greater,asthat,which giuerh Sa- 
| than all his aduantageagainft vs.He could not de- | 
ceiue our Sauiour, becaulc there wasno deceitin | | 
our Sautours heart. F 
The vſe. This muſt teach vs to acconntof our | |: 
ſelues as of our chicfeſt enemies we are to contend | 
| with,in this ſpiritual] conflict. The Apoſtle ſiirres | |: 
2 vp towatchfulneſle,and circumſpeRion,by ſetting | Þ 
—_—_— | before vs the ſtrengthof the Diuells,as being pow- 
| | ers and principalities, farre ſtronger then flethand 
, | | blood.But there by fleſh and bloud the Apoſtle mea- 
| neth 
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neth ,NOL ſo much the corruption as the weakeneſſe of 
ournature. As it he ſhould haueſaid, we haue nor 
onely ro confi with weake , frailemen, like our 
ſelves, thatare but flelh and bloud, bur with farre 
more powerfull and puifſant aduerfaries , namely 

the Diuels. For the corruption of ourhearts is our | 
greateſt aduerſariezthis corrupt hearc of ours is de-| 
ceitfull aboue all things , even Sathan himſelte in | 
ſome ſort, as we haue thewed, And therefore we | 
muſt bend our forcts againſt our ſelues as wel as a- | 


 gainſt Sathan ; yea the way indeed to oucrcome 
| |Sathan,isfurſt co ouercome ourſelues: and we muſt 
ſotake heed to our felues, of other enemies , that 


we mult aiſo take heed of ourlſelues,as enemies. A 
thing worth the noting it is, that the inceſtuous 
perſon delivered vp toSathan, did yet repent, and 
come outof Sathans power. Bur men once deliue« 
redto themſelues, the luſts and deceits of their 
owne hearts, are branded out inthe Scripture, as 


men in a moſt fearefull and deſperatecale.There-| 
fore Paul in his owne perſon deſcribing the ſpiritu-| 
all fight,and theaduerſarya Chriſtian isſpecialiyro| 


incounter with , ſingles out the body of finne, this 
naughty fleſh, Ifiobt ot,{aith the Apoſtle,.s beating 
the aire, and ſeeing no aduerſary, but I ſeemy ad: 
uerfarie, and rike ar him. And who may thisad- 
verſaric be 2 He tells vs in the next words 3 1 be.:te 
downe my beaythat is,notthis outward man, butthe 
body of {inne, the maſle of corruption, borh in the 


ſoule,and inthe body. 
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Heretwothings are to becleared. r. VVhat chis | 
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The heart, faith chePropher, is deceitfull aboue all 
things, andenz7 in, this latter clauſe , ſheningthe! 


ilnefſe ofthe heart is. 2. How it is a caule of the harts 


' deceirfulneſſe. | 


For the firſt; The heart is euiil, ] I. Totally. 
2, Originally. 


1. Itts totally euill, and that two waies. Firſt, the 


whole ſoule is in euill : And ſecondly whole ewill i5 


in the ſoule. 

1. The whole ſouleis in euill, this gall of bitter- 
nefſe bath imbittered , this lJeven hath ſowred, this 
leproſic hath infeQed,not this part,or that, butthe 
whole, and cuery part. Euen from the vnderſtand- 
ing,.as itwere the crowne of the head, tothe affec-| 


tions, as it were the ſoales of the feete , there is no- 
thing but boyles and botches. Whereofread amoſt 


liucly deſcription, Ezek. 16. In our Vnderſtanding 


| there is a very ſea of ignorance, vncapable it is of 


things ſpirituall , and yet wiſe and witty in wicked- 

neſle. The conſcience ts full of blindefeares,terrors, 

and torments,or clſ{c ſeared and ſenſeleſlc. TheMe- 
mory ſlippery, » and wateriſh, to receive and retaine 
any good impreſſions,burof a marble firmzneſl:;to 
hold faſt that which is euill. The Will pliable and 
obſequious tothe Diuel], in his hands as waxe ;but 
ſtiffeand hard as clay in Gods. The Aﬀetions alſo 
are wholly diſordered, perucrſly ſetting ehemſelues 
vpon wrongobieQs: inſteadof bathing themſelues 
in the ſweet fountaines of lining waters, they ſwi- 


niſhly lye tumbling in filthy and miry puddles. If in 


the 
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[the eye there be a beame of wickedneſſe : O then | 
the great ſtack that is inche hart! And it the tongue + 
'| burche inſtrument of the heat, be ſuch a world of | _ 
| : | , b ' Sitrabes inocy. 
this wickedneſle, an voruly eatl] ; whacthenisthe hart? 1, procgincorde. 
F | The whole frame of our hearts is continually euil!. 
| Othe rout &rabbleof filthy, and impurethoughts 
[that lurke in this dungeon. The remple it was once 
of the holy Ghoſt ; but now,asit farech with many 
materialltemples, which, as it is reported through 
couctouſneſle of incloſters, are become ſtables tor 
horſes, ſo this glortous temple is become a ſtinking 
Rlie,and ſtable of vncleane ſpirits,a cage of vncleane 
birds,a den oftheeues,a receptacle ot all manner of 
ollution. | 
L I. All euill, thewhole body of ſinne;thar is, the 
ſeedes and ſpawnes euen of the vilelt corruptions 
(are in the heart of man. Naturally the beſt of vs 
have aninclinablenes euen tothe moſt odious,and 
loathlome ſinnes. As in that chaos at firſt creation 
there were the ſecdes of all the creatures, fire, aire, 
water,heaucn,carth,ſo in mans heart ofall ſins. Vp- 
' on which,let butthe ſpirit of Sathan moue,as once 
'theſpiritof God vpon thechaos,8& with the warmth 
of t4s temptations hear ir, and noletſe ougly mon- 
ters willproceed out of our hearts, then did once 
| goodly creatures outof that chaes, Hence it was, 
that choſe things which Dauzdſpake of certaine vile 
' notorious wicked {inners,that their ;hroat 45 an 0- 
' pen ſepulchrethe gall of aſpes was vnder their toneue, | 
cc. are applicd by S. Paultoecnery mothers child 
of vs, For there is neuer a barrel better herring. Bur 
as the holy prouerbeis, 4s in water face anſwereth io | 


face, 
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\fe ce, ſo deth the hart of man to mas heimage of our! ; 
 facein the water is no more like ourface it ſelf,then'Þ 
| our heartis like the heart cuen ofthe vileſt monſter, 'Þ| 
that euer was. And when we ſce ſuch monſters in' ; 
| then, as in looking glaſles, we may ſee our ſclues, 
| and thediſpoſition of our owne foutes. And tus we |Þ | 
ſec how the heart is 7ozally cuill. Fil 
' 2 Iris alſo originally euill. Euill did nor begin | 
| firſt to pollute thy hand,thy eye,thy care, or any of|Þ 
' thy outward parts,butit began with thy hart,to ſear || 
and neſtle it ſelfe there,and from thence to diffuſe, 
and ſcatter it poyſon into the externall membcrs. 
Ont of the heart, ſaith our Sauiour,come mnrthers,a- 
aulteries theftsblaſphemies,and ſuchlike ſtuffe;euen 
as the rivers out of the ſea, This 1s the fountaine, | 
from whence all the itreames of corruption flow ; 
this i is thewombe, in which all theſe monſters are | Þ | 
 conceined:this is the ſhell, in which theſe cockatri- 
cesare hatched. Thus we ſee how weare to vnder- 
itand this doqtine of the hearts wickednefle. 

The vſe. 1. Againſt the Papiſts,that doe f::mthivg 
leflen this wickedneſſe, and will haue ſome reliques 
of goodnefle to remaine, ſomefreedome of will to 
apply it ſelfe to good. II. Toteach vs all true hu- 
miliation , intheſight of our owne natural! defor- 
mity. No outwardornamentsſhouldfolift vs v p,as; 
our inward filthines ſhould take vs downe. Artthou | 
troubled with pride?I can preſcribe thee nobetter 
remedy,then to looke vpon the face of thy heart, in 
the glaſle of the word. For there thou ſhalt ſee thy | 
| ſelfe ſuch an ougly, naſty,forlorne, miſhapen crea-| 
| ure, that thou canft not chuſe but grow out of nick | 

with | 
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| | wick thy ſelfe. Iris thy i ignorance that maketh thee | 


ter,|þ| fo proud. If thou knewelt thy ſelfe what thou wert, | 


in || | and haddeſt eyesto ſeethis finke-hole , and whar a 
[| deale of baggage paſleth daily through ie , chou 


we | wouldeft be aſhamed of thy ſelte, God is a God of 


|| pureeyes,and cannottakeany pleaſure in euill: And 
in || wilt thou then take any pleaſure in thy ſelfe,being 


| king dunghill of euill? Vhatſocuer thy out-ſide 
| may be, be itneuer ſofaire , thy inſide is nought ; 
| | thou art but like one of the Egyptian temples,very 
| [glorious and beautifull withour,but enter in,and no- 
' [thing to be ſeene, but aſerpent,or ſome ſuch vene- 
| | mous creature. Such littersand ſwarmes are there 
| in our hearts, of vaine, vile, baſe, filthy, and diſhono- 

| |rable thoughts, affections, defires, Very thorowgh- 
faires are they for Sathans j impure ſuggeſtions: ro 
' | walke vp and downe inzin regard of mutrthetous and 
| malitious thoughts,very ſlaughter-houſes;'in regard 
g of vncleane Tufts very ffewes and brothel-houſes ; in 
$ 

J 


| | regard of the heatof boyling concupiſcence, very 
| bot-houſes , and asthe Prophet ſpeaketh, like a Bu- 
' | kers Onen. Shallany now bragge of his owne good 
-| F | nature, or Crake with the Phariſee, that he is not ſo 
;| | badas other men, hee is no extortioner, or oppreſ: 
1; | four? &c. Yes, thou blinde and boaſting. Phariſee, 
-| | thouhaſt the ſeedes of extortion and opprefſion in 
| | thee, yea, and of allother finnes beſides; And theſe 
| | | would breake forthin thee,didnot God by his wiſe 
| and powerfull prouidence reſtrainethy. corruption. 

By nature, the belt,the mildeſt, and meeke?t man is 
Avery Tiger and Lion. Arid wouldeſt thou —_— 
that 
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|| euill,and nought bureuill, yea being bur a very Ntin-/| 
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that Lionto be of a better nature then his fellowes Jl 


who therefore does no hurt as they doz,becaufe he\ | 
is not lovſe as tiey are, but chained vp>  Where| | 


| Gods renewing grace hath nut changed our nature, 
| it is onely che powerfull reſtraint of his prouidence, 
which keeperth men from the very outrage of villany. 
| Shallk-we then be praud, becauſe wee are free from 
| thoſe offences,into which others breake forth, and. 
| chinke we are made of ſome better mould >Nay,our| 
nature is as vntoward,andas deepely poyſoned with 
rebellion as. theirs, Therefore rather ſhould we be 
humbled in ſeeing them.For,as was thewed,in them 
| we may ſce our ſclues what we. are. Peraduenture 
thou haſt ſome good parts of wit, memory,8c. to 
comend thee.. Yer for ailtheſe, thy heart is euil!, 
yea, without afſpirituall change,ſo much the worſe, 
' by how much theſe parts are the better. Euen as 
the more fruitfull the ſoyle is,ſo much the more will 
itabound with thiſtles, valeſſe i it be tilled. And the 
| Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wiſe, [that is, ſuch 
' as excell innaturall gifts, that are the choyſeſt and! 
| moſt picked men,; cuenthe very. flowre of the reſt] | 
( (hat they are vaing. | 
' LIL. HeereParents, and allchey whotand char- 
|ged with the education of youth , muſt remember 
; their dutie. 'Theheart of manin general, thehearr, 
| of all mankingle, isftrangely , and ſtrongly wicked. | 
 Evenin theheartof ayoung child,as Salomonſaics, 
there i is a bundell, and packe of folly laid.vp. And | 
; as Moſes lacs, the thoughts of mans heartare eui!] I 
| cuenfrom his childhood. This corruption then of 
| 


| 


nature muſt be ſubdued betimes;clſc it will grow to: 


+ OIPLIE ay 


that | 


gs —_— 9.0 "04/7 9: mtIuT4s ror moons w_—w—Yy 


 Thedee cirfulneſſ of mans heart. 


. _————”— OY —Y _, ” _—— — — — 


chat head, chatirwill be incurable. Lookewhat $kill, 
and dexterity i is required torame a wild beaſt, which 


red totame and meeken chis wild; his wolniſh, and 
lioniſhnature of oprs,that'ir may become tractable | 
to Gods hand, | 
| I V. This ſerues to take away the excuſe which is 
ſorife inthe mouths of many,rhat when they ſweare' 
ſpeake vainely,or dootherwiſe amiſle, yetthey.haie | 
as good hearts as the belt, Vhar is the reaſon then | 
they haue ſo bad tongues ? Ont of the aboundance of 
the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. WhenlI ſee the ſmoake | 
| comming out at the top of the chimney, ſure I am | 
| there is ſome fire on the earth.VVhen the flouds of 
| corruption come guſhing out at thy ees, eares, | 
hands, mouth , there muſt needes be a fouritaine 
within i in thy -heart. For it is the heartthat is ori- 
| ginally evill. And therefore excellently Solomon, 
having deſcribed the wickednefſe of ſome mens | 
cles, mon:hs, feete, hands, at laſt, giuingithe reaſon | 
thereof, ſaies, Lewd things ave in thy heart ©: And ini 
another place, hauing ſaid, the thonghrs of the wick: 
ed are abhominztion to the Lord; he addeth by way 
of oppoſition, but"the words uf the pure dre pleaſant. : 
The oppoition ſeemed rather to require thar he: 
ſhould haue ſaid, Bur the thoughts. Butby this kind | | 
; of oppoſition Salomon would teach, that the words | 
' of our mouthes are according to the thoughts of 
' our hearts. And therefore. it is idle to talke of a 
cleane- -heart, when thou haft afoule mouth. 
| V. This teacheth vs a right method inthe orde! | 


aiſle 


had need be gone about very carely, whiles it is| 
 |bur alittlewhelpe,the ſame,nay far greater,is requi- | 


Pro 6.12.13. 
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&ile of repentance. That muſt firſt be reformed, |F 


| which was firſt deformed, Now as we haue ſhewed | 


| the heart is originally euill,thatis,the treaſury and | | 
| ſtore-houſe of wickednefle. Therefore the firſt 
thing in repentance,muſt be the rinſing and cleat- | 


ting of the heart, If ſinne had begunne in thy out- 


to the inward mortification of it. He werean vn- 
Skilfull Phifition, that when the head-ach is cauſed 
by. the diſtemperatureof che ſtomack, would apply 
outward remedies tothe head, before he had pur- 
ged the ſtomacke, where lies the matter that feedes 
the diſeaſe. The heart, as our Sauiour teacheth,is an 


wickedneſſe,and henceflowes corruption,and hath 
a continuall eruption in the outward man; So that 
it is impoſlible,the outward man. or actions thereof 
ſhould be.reformed, - as long as the heart remaines 
vnpurged. Things inthemſelues good, comming yer 
from an vneleane heart,are naught. Therefore So- 
lomon excellently ſaies', that nor'onely the przde of 
wicked:mens etes, ang hearts , bureuen their very 
plowingthat is,whatfocuer they doin thingslawful, 
\as eating, drinking , ſleeping , yea in the ſeruice of 
God, is //mne. Liſten we then rather to the Prophets 
counſell,0 Jeruſalem waſh thine beart, and tothe A- 
poſtles, Cleanſe your harts you ſinners. Let nonethink 
they are reformed enough when they haue brought 
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ward man, then ſhould thy reformation alfo, But || 
Eues heart was poyſoned before her eye. And there-| Þ 
farel doe nor ſo well liketheir aduiſe,that with men! Þ 
inrepentanceto beginne with outward abſtinence | 
from ſinne,as the caſier,and ſo by degrees to come | 


euilltreaſurie,ſurcharged with the ſuperflutties of all | 


_ their | 


| 
| 
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| 
| | their outward man to ſome ciuillconformity,their 

| hearts yet inwardly ſwelling againe,till tiey arerea- 

'Þ ' die to burſt with aboundance of euill and noyſome 

nd -— ] | 

6 | luſts. No, theheart,as itis the fountaine of this »a- | 

| | tural life,and asar firſt it was the fountaine of a /- "FER 


ir. | | #1 life:ſoalſo muſt it de the fountaine of a ſpiritual 
ar | | lifezthatas in the motion of the primum mobile in the 
e.; | beauensalltheinferiourſpheres aremoved together 
en| | | vithir: ſohere, the heart being ſpiritually moued 
| | | bytheholy Ghoſt,in the worke of conuerſion,all our 
1c! | | outward parts may mouetogether with it;euery one , 
* of them recciuing from it,as from a good treaſury, 


d| | |theirſeuerall portions of goodnes,Math.12,Pro.g. 


, | So much for the firſt point what this wickednefle 
4 is. The ſecond is,that this wickedneſle of the hearr | 
is the cauſe of this deceitfulneſle; which is the mea- | 


| 


; | ning of the Prophets coniunQtion of wickedneſle 
1| | | with ceceitfulneſſe, in thisplace. For this property | 
|| | | of deceitfulneſſe is by the Apoſtle ginen to finne z | Heb.3. 13, 
| ; and ſoour hearts come to be deceitfull, as they are | 
; defiled with ſinne. For finne blindesthe mindc,and 
ſo makes it eafie to be deceived, and to miſtake. | 
We ſee how eaſily blinde /ſaack miſtooke the youn- | 
ger ſonnefor theelder. As cafily are ovr blind harts 
| | deceiued, miſtaking the motions of the fleſhfor rhe | 
\ | | ſpirir, ſuggeſtions of Sathan for the voice of the ho-| 
| |ly Ghoſt, pretences and colours of zeale, for true 
and naturallzeale,8c.Thercafter therefore as finne | 
is more or leſſe inthe heart, ſo is deceit. The moſt | 
| godly men, by reaſon they are not wholly free from | 
' finne \ have alſo experience of this deccitfulneſle. | 
But the deceitfulneſſe of wicked mens hearts is farre 
| Y grea- | | 
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| greater,by reaſon tharſinne in them is farregreater | 
eucn in hisfullftrength, and vigor: bur inthe godly | 
finne is as it were wounded inthe head, and crazed: 
| inthe braine,and ſoleſſe able to deceiue. The Scrip-- 
| rure calles ſinnein the godly the old m7. Now old | 
| men that are ready to dote for age are twice chil-- 
| dren, and haue no great ſtore of craft. | 

| This muſtteach vs, as wedeſire intheprofeſſion 
of religion, net to be deceiued by our owne hearts, 
| ſo to purge,torinſe,and renew them daily by repen- 
; tance, not ſuffering the leaſt ſinne to be harboured 
there. For if we haucan euill heart , affeRing and 
' nouriſhing but any one ſinne,this heart will deceiue 
| vs inthe end, whatſocuer be our profeſſion of religi- 
| on. I#das may be anexampletovs. His heart wasan 
- euil hearr,a couetous heart,cucnin the greateſtheat 
of his following Chriſt, and preaching the Word. 
Thereforealſoit proued a deceirful heart,and atlaft 
betrayed him. into the hands of that fearefull ſin of 
betraying his Maſter. Neyther is there any other 
| reaſon why thoſe forward, and feruent ones, in the 
, parable of the ſtony ground fall away,but thewant 
- | of a good and honeſt heart, which onely they that are 
figured by thelaſt kinde of ground, haue. For as an 
honeſt man will not deceiue another , with whom, 
{oneither will an honeſt heart deceiuethe manhim- 
ſelfe, in whom it is. This was the reaſon that Pha- 
_ .. | 149, andother their fits of godlineſſe did not laſt, 
becauſe there wasnotrue change of their naughty, | || 

and corrupt harts. Remember we thenthe Apoſtles-| 

warning, Take heede leaft there be in you anevuill heart 
to depart away from the lining, God, Wherethere 
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F an-vnſound heart, therewill be Apoſtacie in the 

' end,whatſoeuer ſhowes be made. For an cuill heare 
1 alwatesa deccirfull heart. 

| Againe, this muſt further teach-vs notto truſt | 
them, in whom we doe diſcerneancuilland-vnſound 
-heart, let their ourward-ſhowes be neuerſo-glori- 
| Ous, For an cuill heart will deceive the man hime 
ſelfe in whom ir is , much more will it deceiue 0+ 
'thers. How now can any man ſafely repoſe any 
' confidence in an vnregenerate-friend , or-ſeruant, 
-whoſc harts arc euill,and vnrenewed,though other- | 
wiſe neuer ſo ciuilly honeſt? Whar aſſurance canl | 
haue of him that hath none of himſelfe > Or how | 


j 


| ſhould I thinke hee will not deceiue me, whoin the | 


end muſt needes decciuehimſelfe ? 


Cnar. XXVII. 


| Of the wnſearchableneſſe of the heart , and of fixe 
notes $0 diſcouer it by. 


' C YFchetwo former illuſtrations of the hearts de- 
| ccitfulneſſe, the greatneſſe of it, that it is decert- 
full abone all things, and the canſe of it,that it is wic-| 
ked,wehauc ſpoken : The third illuſtration followes, | 


| 
| 
( 


, ( of nt. 
know it ? that is few, or none, can know, not onely | o 


others, but not their owne hearts. 
Obie. This may ſeeme to beagainſt that of the 
Apoſtle, No man knoweth what is in man,ſaue God,and 
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which is from the vnſearchableneſſe of it. Who can  ſcarchableneſle 
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* Ms » W's Na) | 
the ſpirit of mi3. Anſ. ian knoweth his inward. | 
thoughts, purpoſes, and defires, but the frame and | 
| 


diſpoſition of his heart hee knowes nor, nor yer al-| 
wates the qualities of thoſe thoughts, whether they 
trend, what ſecret deceit lies, and lurkes in them. He 
think; that lawfnll, which is indeed vnlawfol'. Thers| 
fore Danid crieth out,!lho knoweth the errors of his 
life? As itfaretii with the eye, which ſeeing other 
chings,ſeesnotitlelte,nor the face wherein it ſtand- 
eth, ſo 1s it withour hearts, knowing other things, 
yet ignorant of themſelues, ſtrangers at home. We 
know not what wee areta preſenr, much lefle what 
we (hall be hereafter, in triall and remptation. So 
that that which Salomon ſpeaketh of Kings hearts. 
Tye heauens in height, and the earth in deefenefſe, and 
the Kings hart can no man finde out,in regard oftheir | 
ſecret proiects, and defignes, is true alſo of all our 
harts,inregard of their ſecret wickednes. Men think 
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| 1adeedthart they know thernſelues well enough. And 
| it is growne into a Prouerbiall kinde of ſpeech , 1| 
know it as well as my ſelfe,Vhereas in tructh there 
is nothing wherein we are more ignorant. An euti- | 
dent argument whereof is that pride & ſelfe-plea- 
fing,thatnaturally is invsall. It thou haddeſt once | 
ſecnewhatan vgly & deformed facethy heart hath, 
if thou kneweſt, what horrible filthineſſe & corrup-- 
tion were encloſed in thy heart, this would humble. 
andabaſe thee, both before God & manzthis would | 
bring thee quite our of heart, and conceit, with thy 
ſelfe,and make thee according to the apoſtles pree 
| cept,thinke thy ſelfe worſe then any other. Bur alas, 
| how ſwell wee in a conceit of our owne excellency ? 

how | 
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| how ſtretch we out our plumes ? how deſpiſe we o- 


YE 

d. theres in regard of our ſelues ? when yet, if wee | 
c | | thoroughly ſaw the cloſe corcuptions of our owne 
|-| hears, we ſhould thinke the worſt better then our 
y} | ſelues.Yeain our very prayers,ſpeaking to God, how | 
Cc farre are we fromthe true humbling, bowing , and 
wl | proſtrating our ſpirirs beforethe Lord? Whereas if 
5| | | weſawand felt our pouerty and mifery, we ſhould 


| | | ſpeaketoGodaasthe poorebeggerly wretchdoth to 
» | the rich man. The poore man,{auh Salowon, ſpeaketh | Pro.18.23. 
| | | ſupplications. When a mancomes abroad with his | 


{ 


3 

F face full of ſpots, it is a figne that he knowes nor of 

N them, that he did not vſe the looking glaſſe, before | 

| | | he cameout. A farre more certayneſigne it is,that 

as yet we hauenot in the law ſeenc thefaces of our | 
| | | hearrs,whenwecanſoboldly and impndently come | 

| | | {both into Gods,and mains preſence, withgroſle cor- 
| 
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ruptions vawaſhen out: VVhen Job ſaw,in Gods glo- 
ry, as in a glafle, his owne corruption, how was he | | 


| | | preſently meckened? then he lJayes the hand on the | 
| | { mouth, abhorres himſelfein:duſt, andaſhes,and vi- ' Tob.4r.5.6, 
| | [lifes himſelfe tothe full. Perey alfo-vpon likeocca- | E1c4-8. 
: ſion cries out, Depart Lord from me, Tama ſmfull. man. 

' | | Accordingtoour humility is our knowledge of our | 
| | | ſelues. The more weſee our corruption, the greater 
' | | will beour humility, When Pas faw the filthy pu4- 
| dle of concupiſcence that was in him, then was he 
| throughly taken downe indeed.Before,he ſeemed to 
| be alive to himſelfe, butthis ſo gaſtly a ſight ofthe. 
| filchy viſage of his owne heart as ar his firſt corver- | 
| fion italmoſt iroke him dead, long afrer 1: made 

him cryout, 7 am carnal: Miſerable man that 1 am. | 


Y 3 Our | |. 
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1 Cor. 4-4, 


{ {clues therein, but fill dread wethe ſecrer deceir of | | 
| our harts,ſo vaſt gulfes,thatthe botrome can hard- 
| ly be ſounded: As:Sarrares in reading a bouke gaue 
1chis cenlure, thoſe things which I vnderſtand, were 
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Our greatpridetherfore argues greatignorance,our 
litcle humility bur lucle knowledge of our own harts. 
The ve. 1. Let vs not beare our our ſclues roo | 
much vpon any mans iudgement. For it we know 
not our ſelues , and ſo may be deceiued in our 
ſclues , much leſſe then can others know vs , and 
ſo farre more eaſily may they be decciued in vs. 
1Tiudee not mp ſelfe, fauh the Apoltle., for though 1 
know nothing by my ſelfe,yet am 1 not thereby inſtified, 
He that iudgethme isthe Lord,who is greater then 
our hearts. Eucn the bett haue many tecret faults, 
which they ſpy not,and therfore haue need copray, 
Lord clenſe vs from our ſecret ſins. [hough our owng 
hearts condemne vs not, yet may we not pleaſe our 


good; ſo alſo, Ithinke, were thoſe things 1 vnder- 
ſtood not : fo jn iudging of our hearts, contrarily, 


that which { haue found out,and doe diſcernein my 
; heart, is exceedingill, fo | rhinkeis thar.alfo,which 
as yet 1 doe notdifcerne, By that little, we haue al- 
ready found out, fhould we iudge of the reft. 

II. Here is comfort for Gods children, who ſee- 
ing their owne corruptions , are exceedingly caft | | 
downe, and affrighted wich ſo fearetulla ſight. But | | 
we muſt learne to diftinguiſth betweene corruption 
ſeene, and the ſeep of corruption.. The corruption 
which we ſce offereth matter of diſcomfort: but the: 
ſecing of corruption yeeldeth great comfort. For 
here the Prophet telleth vs, that no man can know 
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reaſon onely. An argument therefore , thar-God 
hath annointed thy eies with ſpiritual! eye-ſalue, 
| when he haththusinabled theetoſee thy owne cor= 
| ruption.Comfortthy ſelfe then in this work of Gods 
| mercy,and aſlure thyſelfe that that God, whohath 
| given thee to ſee , will glue theealfo in time,to ſub- 
; due thy ſeene and giſſiked corruptions. 
| III. This muſtteach vsto trauell with ourowne 
 hearts,in bringing them to a ſight oftheir own cor» 
' ruptions, If we be admoniſhed of ſome man, with 
' whom weconuerſe,thar he is falſe and hollow, how 
| will we labourto finde him out, and detect him ? 
' The Scripture hath giuen vs warning of our owne 
| hearts,that they are deepe and deceitfull beyond all 
meaſure Doth irnotthen ſtand vs in hand to labor 
to finde out this deceit, and wickedneſſe > What a 
ſhame isthis, that man , whoflies vp into the hea- 
nens,and deſcends downe intothe deeps,and knows 
| all other things,ſhould yet onely not know himſelfe? 
that he ſhould dig inthe belly of the earth for gold 
and ſiluer,and ſhould not digge in his ewne hearcto 
purge outthe drofſe, which hathcorrupted allthar 
gold,which grew there at the firft> 

Heere none may diſcourage himſelfe with theſe 
words, who can knew it ? for they arguenotan vtrer 
impoſſibility, but an exceeding difficulty. VVhich 
ſhould ſharpen our deſires, and indeuours, for the 
getting of this knowledge. 

For firſt,there are certaine diſcouerics, whereby 
even others may come to-the knowledge of our 
hears,in ſome meaſure. And ſecondly. in the word 


it, namely of himſelfe,and bythe lighrof his owne 
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Means of dile 


coucry. 
1. Difcouery 
by the word, 


Hof. 7.T, 


Rom. 7.9. 


Loc. 12s 51s 


2, Diſcovery, 


by affliction, 
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| ency,frowardneſſe,rebellion,faint-heartedneſſe,loue 
| of | 


of God there are infallible notes , wherebyexami- 
ning our hearts, wee our ſelues may know them, 
when others cannot ſo well. 

For the firft. There are fixe more cſpeciall meanes 
of triall,and diſcouery of our hearts. 

I. Isthereuelation of Gods word,whether the law 
or Goſpell. For whereas corruption lay a ſleepe in 
vs before,the ſound of the word awakens, and inra- 
ges it, When 1 would hane healed Iſrael, namely,by 


iniquiry of Ephraim was aiſconered,laith the Prophet. 
Before the Law came, Pasl felt ſinne more quiet,as 
it it had beene dead: bur fſaics hee ; when the law 


| camegthen ſimu? reniued. The like our Sauiour ſhewes 


of the Goſpell,that when it comes,itſets men roge- 
ther by the cares, onely becauſe it worketh vpon 
their corruption , which being by this meanes ex- 
aſperared, ſhewes itſelfe. | 
2. Is affli&#ion, both priuateand perſonall, as alfo 
publique in the perſeeution of the C hurch.The ſea, 
when it is calme weather, is as ſtill and quiet as any 
| riuer z butlet the windes once riſe, and you ſhall ſee 
a difference, Then.you ſhall ſee nothing but raging 
| and ſtorming and fomingoutmire and dirt, In peace 
| wicked mens corruptions lie hid, thenthey will car- 
riethemſelues ro God and man,more moderately: 
but let God lay affliction on them, and then,as Sa- 
than falſely charged /ob, ſec if they will not ſpit the 
very poyſon of their blaſphemy in the face of God 
| himſeite. Yea the regenerate man himſelfe would 
hardly thinke there were ſo much inhidelity ,impati- 


the admonitions, and rebukes of the word,thep the. 


— 
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{ | good heart. Thoughinhis proſperity hehaderiall o 


| Moſes telleih the Iſraclites, God therefore humbled 


| [that crofle vpon him, that grieuous commaunde- 
| \ment of killing his onely ſonnewith his owtie hands, 
| Now [ know, faith God,thou feareft megthat is,as d{#- 
' ſkenexpounds it, Now I haue made it knowne, For, 
| | Gad.is ſaid toknow, when hemakes vs to know:and 
| in ſuch ſpeeches, hetels vs of his owne working of 
| knowledgein vs,not of his owne knowledge. So we 
; | ſay a toyfull day,and ſad weather onely becauſeof the 
| |cffe&s in vs. For did not God know before, that 4- 


” | did not know it before ſo clearely,and certainly.For | 
! | by meanes of this triall he came to know himlelte. 
' Forvſually man thinkech he can doe that which in- 
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of the world, and ſuch like corruptions, as he (hall 


 finde and feele by experience in the day of affli- 


Aion. Therefore doth /amzs call attlitions tempra- 
tions, becauſe they ſerue to trie vs, what is in vs,and 
ro dilcouer the hidden corruption ofour hearts, As 


chem with want, to proue them , and to knew what 
was in them, that is, to make knowen. Heere was 
the triallof 4brahams ſound heart , when God laid 
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do ſerenus eſs, 


' brahans feared him? yes well enough; But 4bravaw | 


deede he cannot,and contrarily.Itis then as if God 
ſhould haue ſaid, Now hatie I made the world, and 
thine owne conſcience know thou fearcſt me: Now 
[haue giuen thee a thorough triall ofthe integrity | 


 ofthine owne heart. Heere alſo wasthe triallof bs | 
it by his many goo:{ workes, wherein he was as rich 
| . . . 

the Dinell impeached it as mercenary , Doth lob, 
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a more thorough proofe of his intepritte, all his 
outward proſperity was taken from him. And then 
how. meeke, how patient was he? no murmuring, 
.no gruding,but,the Lord hath ginen, and taken,ble(- 
ſea be his name. He did not then ſay (as Chry/o- 


ſtome excellently notes) How ſhall the poore doe, 
that were wont to be clothed with the fliece, and 


| tobe fed with the fleſh of my cattle? If not for my 


ſake, yet for ſuch poore ones my flecks might hauec 


| beene ſpared. . Ando lobes graces fhined more 


gloriouſly , when his houſes were ouverthrowne, 
then when the doores of them wereſer open for the 
poore to enter in-; when his flockes were ſtollen 
from him , then when the poore were ſuſtayned by 
them. Forthen he ſhewed loue to men : but now| 
heſhewed a moreſpeciall kinde of love, and ubedi- 
.encetoGod. For as in the ——_— games, the 
people might farre better indge of the feature, and 
elegancy of the fenſers bodies, when they were na- 
ked , then when.their-cloathes were on : ſo may we 
then beſt iudge of onr ſclues, when God hath ſtripr 
vs ftarke naked of allthegarments of ouroutward 
glory,and proſpericy. 

But a farremoreexcellent triallare the common 
afflictions of the Church in perſecution. For as | | 
the Apeſtle ſpeaketh of hereſies , ſo is ittrue alſo of | | 
perſecutions,that they maſt needs be, that the appro- 


ued may be made knowne. Tothis purpoſe excellent 
is the ſpeach of old S507 to the Virgin,That chile 
is appointed for a ſigne ts bee ſpoken againſt, that the 
thoughts of many heartes may be epened. Therefore 


Chriſtmuſt be contradicted, and oppoſed by the 


high | 


— I. 
—— —_ 


| \ucredthe crue Mother from the falſe, by taking a 
{ fword, to cut the childe in two ; fo doe perſecu- 
{ tours difcouer true children of the Church from 
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high Prieſts and Gouernours of the people, that fo 
the hidden hypocriſie of thoſe which before fol- 
lowed him , and cried 0/a»n4, might be derefted, 
as alfo thoſe their peruzrſe and vnſaund thoughts 
of cleauingto Chriſt, it he had proueda temporall 
King, and had brought remporall felicitie. Loe 
then a knife to open the hearts belly , the knife of 
perſecution. Here wasthetriall of Nicaderws, and 
loſeth of Arimathes, with whomit fared intheir af- 
feion to Chriſt, as with Z/ep» cheſonne of 1acob, 

in his affeQion ro his brethren. VVhen hefſaw them 
in anguiſh , and diſtreſle, then he could conceale 
his affeQion no longer , but cryed out , 7 am ſeph 
your brother, For a brother ſaith Satomon, is borne. 
for aduerſity. Namely, then to diſcouer his atte&i- 
on, if he haue any, So when theſe two ſaw the vn- 
tuſt, and cruell dealings of the prieſts with-Chriſt 
their elder Brother, then, though before they were 
bur cloſe diſciples, and one conld hardly tell what 
tomake-of them, yet then they manifeſted them- 

ſelues, then their loue, their zeale, and hearty affe- 
Ction to Chriſt brake forth. For as S4/omon difco- 


falſe; when by the ſword of perſecution they {trike 
at their Mother. O there be many of vs in theſe 
daies of peace, that make great ſhowes: VVhen the | 
fanne comes, it fhall appeare whether we be chatfe, | 
or wheate, The houſe built on the ſand, caries as 
good aſhow, asthehouſe built onthe rocke, and in 
acleere ſunſhine day gliſters as gallantly ; butthe 
windes,. 
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Chap.20. 


3 Dilconery, 
by proſperity, 


to judge whether of them we follow, till God make 


| 
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windes,and rempeſts when they are vp,will quick- 
ly ſhew the difference. VVhen aſeruing man fol 


DE nn th eng 


| 
| 
lowes two men walking together , wee cannot tell | | | 
who is his maſter, till they part: fo when the Goſ-| | | 
pell, and'outward proſperity go together, it is hard | 


a ſeparation of them by perſecution. A Wolfe may | || | 
feyne himſelfe ro be a ſheepe,by wearing a ſheepes 
s$kinne; bur ler. his fiiece be ſhorne , it will never 
grow againe , and thereby he will cafily be diſco- 
uered to be ne true ſheepe. For the true (heepes 
wooll will grow againe after ſhearing. And fo 
will Chriſts ſheepe; after they haue' beene: ſhorne 
by perſecation. So a Parrot cannotcounterfeitmans 
voyce; bur let it be beaten,and then itwill fall co ir 
owne naturall voyce. | 

Now,as by afflition we may iu ge of our hearts 
for thetime preſent , whatthey are , ſo allo for the 
time 79 come, whatthey well be, For impaczency in pre- 
[evt aduerſuty argues there will be #7ſolency in future | | 
proſperity 3 and ſo diſcouers that deceir whereof we | 
ſpake, namely, thar, if we were ina more plentifull | 
and richer cſtate, we ſhould be better, then now | | 
we arc. . | 
3 Trill is by proſperity, nothing inferiour to the 
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| former by ader/ity. For as ſome, like ſnailes puſh | 


out their hornes, rill they be touched : ſo others | | 
with 19nathan follow chaſe well, till they come 

where honey is. Nay,many there are whom affli- | 

Aion hath not deteRed, that peace and proſperitie| 
hath, "The Parable, of the ſunne-and- the winde, | 
is knowne, Joie of thoſe in Lucene Mares day es, | 
who K 


_ | The deceitfulne, Je of mans heart. = 
| who kept their garments of faiih, and good con- 
cl[| Þ | ſciencefaſt on, tor all the ihaking of the boiſterous | 
{= | | | windes, which then raged molt fiercely , yer aftet- 
rd | | | ward, by the flattering raies.ofthar ſweet fun-ſhinc, 
ke | | which followed; were uſed co vabutren chemſclues, 
ay | | | and throw off their coates, at leaſt ro weare chem 
es| || | more looſely : How chaſte was Dauidin his afflici- 
er; þ | ons? Ifan hundred Batthebaes had then met himin 
> | | |the wilderneſſe , hee would not mich hauvebeene | 
's | | | moued. But we know afterward; when hee was at | 
\ reſtin his Kingdome, how fearefully hee was foy-. 
Ee; || jled. So thar, that which once thoſe women lang. 
s| || [of Sauland Danid; by way of ioy and congratulati-. 
tj þ 'on, may weas crulyſing of theſe two trials , by way 
{ of :mourning. and lamentation. Adverſitic hath 

$| | [{layen his. thouſands , proſperity renne thouſands. | 
© | þ | Theletwoof allothers are the ſoreſt trials,and haue | 
I greateſt, force of deteQing 5 ſpecially when they | 

come both together, as in the threechildren ;who, 

| þ jat once were tryed , both by the ſweetnefle' of the Dan.z. 5.6, 


mulicke, to enchant their ſenſes, and by the ter=| 
rour of the fire,toaffright and aftonich their hearts. 
And ſo have many holy Martyres beene tried both 
wayes, both by the threatnings , and by the faire 
{and large promiſes of their adverſaries. Contrary | 
to that God gaue in charge to Laban, to ſpeake 
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ftreric, Nor forceto goe about to bring him backe 
againe. And this argueth notable ſfoundneſle in- 
deede, when in boh theſe trials rogether, weecan 
acquit our ſelues, As inthe Bapriſt neither ouer- 


ceiting | 


| come with Zerods priſon,nor with the peoples con», . 


| Þ {neither exil nor 200d to Nacob, that is natthes by | Gen.31,24. 
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Mu'torum quia 
imbeciila ſuns, 


latent vitia : nun 


minus auſurs 


cuns ills vires 
ſue placuerint, 


—_—k*M 


ceiting of him to be the Meſſiah. In Pani and Bar- 
»abas alſo, ſtanding out both againſtche propoſte- 
rous affection of the Lycaowians , when they would 
haue Deified them,and againſt their diuellih rage,|} | 
| when:they would haue ſtoned them, In Daniellikes|| 
| wiſe, whom neither the Zzos denne, nor the Kings 

| fauours and honours could any whit corrupt.Good 


his drofſebehinde him : and when he flouriſhethin 


| 
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earing;he will verific Sa/owons Proucrbe,Thecrowne 


1 


gold, put itinto the fire, and there ic will be purged 
and refined :, into the water , and there likewilc it| 
will ſhine brighter. So.a good man, when hee is in 
the furnace of affliction, there he will leaue much o 


outward bleffings, they together with his inward 
graces (ball be as a icwell hung vpon a golden 


of wiſe men ts their riches. But the ynſound Chri- 
ſtian is like to clay. Ir will quickly be ſcorched, 
and dried vp inthe fire; and it will ſoone melt a- 
way , and be diſſolued in vvater. As affliion 
would diſcouer his infidelity, diſtruſt in God, im- 
patience, rebellion, &c. fo a proſperous and flou- 


riſhing eſtate willbewray his pride, inſolencie, con-| | 
| temptof. and-cruelty againſt his poore brethren, 


ZGefides his wantonneſſe, voluptuouſneſle, vncleane- 
neſle ; all which lay ſmothered in affliction, like as 
poyſon doth in the Snake, while hee is benummed 
with colde. Let a man handle a Snake then,and he 
fhall not feele his ſting ; ſo one would thinke ir 
were a harmeleſſe creature : bur bring him to the 
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fire, andthen touch him when hee is well warmed, 
and thou ſhalt know he hath a ſting.- So oftentimes 
many corruptions, as cruelty, ambition, ;Juxurie, 


| are 
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areas it were benummed , and frozen in men with 
the cold of poucrty, obſcurity, and other ſuch like 


an implicire wickednefſe ; like ſome peſiilent fruit 


' the. warmth,the ſun-ſhinc of honour,riches,authg- 
rity once open awayto their wickedneſſe , and fur- 
'niſh them with meancs and occaſions of doing 
wickedly, and then they will vnfold their naughti- 
neſle at large, and fully ſhew themſclues what 
they are. What an humble man was Sa#/ before he 
was King , andin thefirſt beginnings of the King- 
dome?bur afterward, being confirmed in his King- 
dome, what a tyrant proued he. Therefore it is faid- 
that Sawl reigned but two yeeres, becaufe., after 
the two firſt yecres, though he held the gouern- 
ment ſtill inhis hands, ihis deceitfull heart was diſ- 
coucred; and he did no longer reigne, but tyran- 
nize. So was it with Neroalſo, for the firſt fiue yeers, 
' whom rule and domination diſcouered tobe-a ve- 
'ry monſter of nature. So,truely is it ſaid, that in 
place of rule and gouernment a man will quickly 
thew himſelfe whar he is. Strong drinke trieth the 


' cannot drinke of the wine of outward felicity , but 
' we grow drunken, and'giddy-headed,and begin to 
| play reakes , it is a ſizne wee have weake braynes. 
| When we know not how to digeZ# our felicitie,but 
it cauſeth a kinde of windineſle , a riſing and ſwel- 
ling of pride andambition in our mindes, this ar- 


gueth exceeding. great imbecillitie ;. And ſurely 
thus it is with moſt: They are of ſuch a diſpoſition, 


pinching croſſes. Their wickedneſle is an vntolded, | 


in the bud, or bird in the ſhell. Bur ler the heate, 


|braine : and hard meate the tomacke; When wee-|- 


that. 


' quam iUa que 
| tam far 'icitas a5 
| paruit, Tnftru- 
menta il;s ex - 
plicande nequitie 
| deſunt; 1c tuls 
ſerpens etiam 
peſtifera,tratta - 
tlur,dum riget 
frivore 2. xon de- 
ſunt i!; venena, 
ſed torpent, Mui- 
trum crudelitas, 
ambiti2,luxaria, 
Vt paria peſsimy 
a#u1eat, fortune 
fauore deficitur, 
Eadem wvelle cos 
cornoſces. Da 
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Sererozareſoles | that being asked what they would be”, if they had 
| oma" - 4 abundance of riches and honours , they might 
locuples,&c.Dic | truely returne that anſwere , Tell me if thou wer! a 
—_— -_ i | Lion, what tho wouldeſt be : which in ctteR is as 
Mal, © {muchasto ſay, thatthey would be as crucll as the 

Lion: This is an euident diſcouery ofa corrupt hart. 
Now as the enioymenr, fo alſothe poſſibility, and 
hope of enioying theſe outward profits and plea- 
ſures, isno ſmall triall. Many can no ſooner heare 
ſweet words, and flattering promiſes of prefer- 
ment and promotion , as it were the-melodic of | | 
| Nebachadnezars inſtruments, but, overcome there- 
with, they preſently fall downe,and worſhip the Ba- 
byloniſh Idoll. Demes, though he had continued a 
while in ſuffering with Paul, yer when the world, 
like a (trumpet, preſented her ſelfe in all her glory 
to his eye, bewitched with her beauty, he left Pazl, 
and the hopes of the world to come, and embraced 
this preſent world, XAoſes contrarily , though hee 
| might eaſily haue aduaunced himlelfe, being the 
| adopred ſonne of the King of Agypts daughter, 
yet he relinquiſhed all his hopes in the Courr, and 
forſooke all his poſhbilities of preferment,and clave 
to the afflited Church of God. Among the ma- 
ny grieuoustrials of thoſe-worthies in the olde te- 
ſtament, it is worti2 the marking, how the Apoftle 
hath joyned together therriall by the offer of prof- 
perity,with the ſoreſt trials of perſecution. They were 
| floned, they were hewen aſunder, they were tempted, 
| they were ſlaine with the ſword. Loe how the Apo-' 
le rankes the tempring', 'and alluring words of 
the aduerſarics , promiſing the martyres if my 
would' 
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would recant, abundance of theſeearthly things,a- 
mong their bloudy, and boyſterous deedes, how 
| he yoaks their tyling tongues, with their rerrifying 
| ſtones, ſawes, ſwords. If then in ſucha caſe we can 
ſay with Damzell , O king, keepe thy gifts ro thy ſelfe, 
and with the Fig-tree and Oliue, [hold 7 leaue my 
| [weetneſſe, my fatneſſe,to reigne, if forthe conſcience 
| of the truth we can negle& proferd profits , thetri- 
| all is as ſound, as if we had indured the tortures of 
| the racke. 
I V. Triall is by the znequality of carriage. It is | 
hard for a hypocrite ſo to carry himſfelfe , 
| fometimes or other he ſhall doe , or ſpeake foine- ' 
thing, which in no ſort can ftand, orconſort with | 
his ſhowes of godlineſſe. Though luft, couctoul-. 
-neſle , and other of his ſinnes are neuer fo cloſely 
couchedwithin in his heart, and he make faire ſem- 
'blance of a chaſt, and contented minde, yet hewill 
be blurting out now and then , ſome words or o- 
ther, which may yeeld ſhrewde ſuſpitions and pre- 
ſumprtions-of his vnſoundneſfe, or elfe his very ge- 
ſtures, and countenance will bewray him. For euen 
our of theſe ſmaller things greater may be garhe-| 
'red. As the verballlye, or lye of the mouthis dil- 
 couered by the diſagreement of the lyars mouth, 
with itſelfe ; whencewe ſay,jlyars had neede haue 
| good memories , leaſt the latterparr of their tale 
contrary theformer : ſo alſo is the reall lye, thelye 
| which the hypocritetelieth in ſome of the actions 
| of his life,carrying a ſhow of godlineſſe by the dif- 
' agreement of his life with itſelfe. For do but com- 
' pare one action with another , one part of his lite 
| with 
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Libidmoſum qui 
ſua callide vitia 
fegit interduns 
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mon/irat, ay a= 
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with another, his cartagehere with his cariage there, 
and you hall ſce they agree like harpe and harrow, 

Thus was Simon Maze diſcouered. Philip tooke 
hum for a good © hriſttan, becauſe of his baprtiſme, 
| profeſſion, hearing,&c. Butall theſe were afterward 
' proued to belies , becauſe of the contradiction of 
thoſe words , Hes is money forthe gitts of rhe ho» 
| Iy Ghoſt. Theſe things doe.not well agree; to be 
| baptiſed, to profeſle , toioyre ones ſeltewith the 
; Church ; and to defire ſpirituall graces for lucres 


Ee com——_— —_— 
—— 


ſake. After then Perer had once heard thoſe words 
| come from nim,he {meit him out preſently, Away, 

' thy hearc is not vpright , Thow art ſ{l in the gall of 
 brrerneſſe. Thus many in fome companiesarc ho- 
| ty, and conuerling with.their betters, caric them= 
| [clues well; bur in other companies, or conucrfi: "g 
| with their equals, or inferiou:s , are nothing the 
ſame men. Some among ſtrangers, by their ſpce- 
ches and cariage,fofthe time purchaſea good opi- 
nion, who yet palpably lay themſclues openamong | 


| | ſach where they are daily converſant. This then is} 
; a ſure proofe of a ſound heart, when we walke with 

ſo euen a foote, that, howſceuer ir cannot be, bur 
| WEE ruſt hatic experience of f humane trailty , yet 
wee neuer breake out into ſuch wicked and wiltull 


| 


| proctiſe, becauſe they cannor ftand in any ſort 
' with the truth of religion, Nay, rather in our par- 


courſes of faifſhood , vniuſtice, or fuch hke, which | 
| doe giue the lye to all our former profeſſion and | 


| 


{ 


ticular ations wee lo caricour ſelues, thatone ati- 


; on may be as it were a commentarie to interpret 
' the finceritie of the other , in caſe there mightbe| | 
occaſion 
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occaſion to doubt thereof. As Chryſolleme noteth | 7 m.17 ad 


| in thoſe Minii ters that ſupplicared to the Iudges,for |" 
' thoſe that had offered diſgrace to the Emperours | 
' ſtatues, When the Iudges ſeerved more difficult, | 
| then they vſed great liberty, and boldnes of ipeech, 
and ſpake ronndly ro them : bur when once tney 
| becamefiexible, and yeelded to their requeſt, then 
' they fell downe , and kiſſed their knees and hands 
abundantly, ſhewing both crue courage, and bold- 
nefle, and true meckeneſſe , and mildneſſe, Heere 
both their ations were as a commentary, each to | 
other. Did any man doubr of theirhberty: of ſpeech, | 
whether it were not malapert ſaucineſle and pre-. 
ſumption 2 Their humility in kiſſing the Indges | 
knees , was enough to free it from that ſuſpicion, ; 
Againe, might their humbling of themſelues arthe 
Magiſtrates feete, ſeemeto ſauour of roo baſe and | 
ſeruilea ſpirit? Their former,truly miniſteriall bold- | 
nefſe,ſufhiciently alſo acquitted them of this impu- | 
tation. Thus when there is. fo ſweer a proportion, 
| and goodly a harmony berwixt our ations, that they | 
are ſo farre from confuting , or confounding one , 
another, that they anſ{were one for another, iuitifie, 
and approue one another, this is a good triall of our | 
vprightneſle indeede, 
5 Is when thoſe are taken away, which are our 
chiefeft proppes and (tayes to vphold vs in godli- 
nefſe. If chen-we, wholly, or in part, goe backe, it 
argueth vaſoundneſle. Thus were the Uraclites | 
dereRed by 2efes his abſence in che'mount : For 7 
| then they fell ro [dolatry. So Joaſþ was a gnod King L 
as long as Jehoiada lived ; but after his death hee | 
Z 2 {fhewed | 
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while God continued a good ludge among then, | 


Ando all the time of 7o/huaes goucrument,and the | 
good elders, that ſuruiued 7o/þua , they kept them-' 
ſclues within ſome compaſſe.. But together with 
them died all the Iſraclites goodneſle, Another ge- 
aeration aroſe, which knew not the Lord.Softrangely 
were they changed. And 1o wee ſee it is in many 
places from whence the powerfull miniſterie hath 
departed 3 how many that befoteſeemed very reli- 
gious hauethen growen looſe and licentious. Chil- 
dren of good hope, vnder good Parents and Gouer- 
nours, haucafterward proucd moſt vngracious,and 
vngedly wretches. Sober, and modeti Maides,vn- | 
der the ſtratter gouernement of Parents, comming 
vader the milder gouernement of husbands, haue | 
proucd bur. bad wiues. And good wiues , during 
the watchfull cye of the carefull and cenſcionable 
husband , haue proucd afterward but wilde and 


ous families into ciuill , and out of ciuill into pro- 
phane, haue left behind them all their religion and 


ſhewed himſelfe what he was. So alſo the Iſraclires, 


were in ſome good order : yet when the ludge was | 
dead,they returned, and did wor ſe then thetr Fathers. | 
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wanton widowes. So many reinouing ourot religi- | 


ciuility, and growneopenly prophane and diolute. | 
Here then will be a goodtriail of our ſoundneſke, if | 
inthe abſence and loſle of our Gouernours. we (till | 
continue the ſame that in their preſence , perfor= 
ming that: which Paul wiſheth the Philippians, 
name]v that whetherhe came amongthem,or were 
abſent from. them, yetthey would {till hold our in | 


their goodcourles. 
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' that wee are indeede, which wee are in temptation. 


The deceitfulne{]e of mans heart. 


on-ly for want of occaſion. As afull veſlell, vnlcſſe 
ir be capped, cannot fend forth the liquour it hath 
within. And this aſfredly is a notable triall of the 


foundneſſe, and diſcouerie of the vnſoundneſſe of 


' our hearts. Nothing for a man to be chaſte, when 
| noprouocation to vncleanenefle; ro be temperate 
'at 2 leane and pooretable, where hee cannot other- 
wiſe chuſe. Here is the trill of chaiticy, when with 
Lot we can be chaſte in Sodome ; of temperancie, 
| when wuh Timothy we can live temperately in ſea, 
among rhe luxurious Epheſians. Here was the triall 
of /sſephs chaltiry , that though the occafion were 
offered by his owne Miſtreflc to doe the deede, in 
ſuch ſecrecic and ſecurrie, yer the feare of God 
ouer-ruled him. Here was the triallof Dauids right 
loyalland fa:thfull hearrro Sawl,tharthough hehad 
him at the aduantage in the caue, yet he {pared his 
life. Many ſeeme ro be meeke, and moderate men, 
while they are well dealt with. But ler ſome iniurie 
| be offered them, and the contrarie will appeare. 
' Andindeed there is no triall of meckneſle and pati- 


ence, till we be prouoked by iniuries. Ir is no triall. 


of fidelity in a ſeruant notto filch when his Maſters 
eye is on him ; bur when opportunity ſerues his 
turne to play the thiefe, when hee could purſe his 
| Maſters money without his knowledge, then to be 
' faithful , is true faithfulnefle indeede. Thus the 
| foundneſle of euery vertue is made manifeſt. For 


[1 


L 3 By 


6 Trials are fit occafions to provoke, and as it . 6. Diſcoverie, 
were tappes to giue a vent to corruption. Many 
arc inwardly full of corruption : buithey ſhew it nor, | 
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'C hurch. There howfull of life ard ſpirir, and holy | 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


By this meanes was. ſome vnſoundneſle detected in 
Ezekiah , when in his triall by the BabylaniſhEm- 
bat{:dours preſence, the Lord left him, ts try him, 
faith the Prophet,azd to (know) all was in hi heart. 
The heart then mayknow ir ſelfe,if it obſerue,how 
it carries itſelfe in temptation. So it is ſaid,the Lord 
ſuffered the Cananites to remaine among his owne 
people, to prone them whether they would obey 
his commandements. 

7 Triall is by our affe&ions : For ypon what 
our heart is ſet, that is our treaſure. Our great ioy 
when things goe currant with vs in the world ac- 
cording to our hearts deſire,and ſmall joy inthings 
ſpirituall, ſhew plainely what kinde of hearts wee 
hauc to Godward : VVhereas Dauzid,becauſche had 
made Godsfauour his inheritance, reioyced more 
in it, thenthe worldlings in all their abundance of 
corne and oyle;' Our fretting likewiſe , and gric- 
uing at the lofle of theſe outward things , isan ar- 
gument of our voluptuouſneſe, and love of earth» 
ly delights , and ſhewes plainely that we hauelayd 
vp our treaſure. on earth. Whereas ob , becauſe 
hee had made God his portion, could be quier ar 
the loſle of all at oneblow. . So-our-great anger for 
ſmall injuries dons to our ſclues,. and iii] patience 
inthe greater wrongs doneto God, ſhewes what is 
the account we,make of Gags. glory.,.;Heere was a 
notable trial] of Danids {mcerity ; Vho was as a 
man deafe, dumbe, and wholly ſenſeleſſe at She- 
ei private reproachesot his owne perſon; butnor. 
ſo at Golzahs publique reuilings of -God, and his | 
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might be ſhewed-in our other atfe&tions. Of chem 
then take we thorough notice,if we wil rightly iudge 
ot our owne hearts. Doelt thou feele thar Chriſt is 
thy grearelt ioy,ſinne thy greateſt ſorrow,that when 
thou canſt not feele thepreſence of theſpiritin thy 
heart , thou goeſt mourning , notwithſtanding all 


If thou wert not a wedding childe, thou couleſt newer 
fo heartily mearne for the abſence of the Bridegroome. 


much imperfeRion ſhall we difcouer in our ſclues? 
How ſtrong are our affeRions , both of ioy and 


| griefe, in things carthly? how weake in things ſpi- 


rituall? VVho findeth that hee mourneth for his 
finnes , as forthe loſſe of the firſt borne? Dauzdat 
Abſalams death could cries out in _yaturell ſorrow, 
L Abſalom, 4bſalom,vonld to God 1 had died for thee : 
Burt not at Yriahs death , in godly ſorrow, O 

Priah, Vriah, would io God 1had died | 

for thee, And ſo much for theſe | 

ſcauen meanes of the diſs. 
\ couerie of our 
hearts, 


4 


impatience did hee ſhew bimſelfe co be? The like | 


| other comforts? affuredly as that holy Martyr faid, | 


Butalas,ifwe examine our ſclucs by this note, how | 


| 


Zach,1z,10. 
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Craar, XXXVIII. 


Of certaine notes which the word of God gineth of 
| 4 upright heart. 


| Two marks to A Frer this diſcouery by the meanes, we muſt lay 
+ the hearts | £3 quyr hearts to the rule of the word, and examine. 
met {themby thoſe nores which there are. giuen of an 
| vpright and ſincere heart. And thoſe are. many. 1 
| will name onely fiue.. — 
| x. Humility. I. A ſincereheartis an harbleheart. An hypo- 
critical heart is alwaies proud, and vaine-glorious : 
| As in rhe Pharifees, Math.6. And therefore our Sa: 
Toh$.44. uiour ſaidto them, How can ye belerye, when ye ſecke 
As 5.18. | ptory one of another ? And ſo in Simon Magus ſecking 
2 Kine.10.16, ” OS: : ; ny; 
Ss TT” his owne;praiſe and profir,in the defire ofthe Apo-| | 
| Þþ +: 5+ = |Rolicalt 'gifts. Whom therefore Pexer tolde , thati | 
| his heart was not vpright before God. In 7chs like- 
wiſe we may diſcerne thelame ſpirit , when heſaid 
| ro 20344ab, 1s thy heart Upright a mine *-preferring | 
| ; himſelfe before 1opaZab. Whereas fincerity is al- 
| waies bctter conceited of another , and very feare- 
fall and ſuſpitious of it ſeIlfe. And ſoit will make a 
L Chriſtian when he ſees another,ſpecially a 9nadab, 
s +- ro {ay to himfelfe, Is my heartvpright; fo as is his? 
; Againe, Come, ſajes he, and ſee what zeale Thane for 
| | the Lord of hoſts. Yea, bur incere zeale deſires not 
co be {eenc of any,ſave him who ſeethin ſecret. The 
| Phartſees deſire to be ſeene of men, becauſethey, 
ſeeke the praiſe of men. Their lampes will not burne ! 
without this oyle. VVind-mils they are, which will 
not 
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not turne about to do any good ſeruice,withoutthe 
winde of mens prayfes. Hence iris that they haue 
liccle zeale in pray er, vnleſle it be in publicke, that 
ſo oſtentation and vaine-glory may warme their 
hearts, Asin faſting, once it fared with one, that in 
the Monaſtery could faſt whole dajes together with 
caſe , but in the deſert hee couldnor hold out vatill 
noone, but his belly would craue preſently. Where- 
of when he demanded the reaſon , this anſwere was 
returned him , thar in the Monaſtery the praiſe of 
men was in ſtead of meat to him, he fed there vpon 
it; which ſuſtenance failing himin thedeſerr,his fa- 
ſing ſtrength alſo failed. But vnto ſincerity her very 


other works,the worker muſl haue meat,or elſe he 
will nor hold out in his worke.But vato fincerity,her 
very workeis her meate. Hypocriſie, which is ſoone 
tyred at this worke, without the refreſhment of hu- 
mane praiſes, well may it ſecke for publique thea- 
rers: Bur ſincerity hides itſelfe in thecloſer, and as 
in prayer, ſo in all good duties (huts the doore. 

And as the ſmcere heartis humble in regard of 
the end,whereat itaimes in doing any good,namely 
' Gods glory,nort daring inany thing to ſeeke it ſelfe: | 
ſo alſo in the mannerot doing,not daring to truſt it 


6rmiry; it reſteth ir ſelfe wholly vpon the power of 
God, tobeperfeQed in her weakenefle. Petey there- | 
fore, in thac wherein his heart was vaſound,and de- | 
ceirfulk, ſhewed this ſpirit ofpride, and vaine confie. 
dence in himfſelfe. For hee could nor thinke that 


obedience ir-felfe is meat and drinke, 7ohy 4. 34. In | 


ſelfe,bur affeed with a through ſenſe of it owne in- | 
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ſtrength wheredy he thoughtro ſtand was of Chriſt; | 


becauſe } 
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Dan.z.,30, 
AQ.z.12-aud 
14.15. 

Nif: bumilitas 
emnia que bens 
facims et pre- 
cefſerit, et comi- 
tetur,et (on/echs- 
ta fuert, et fre- 
profit a quam m- 
Fuemur, et aſp 
fita cui adherea- 
mus, et impoſe- 
ta qua reprima= 
mur,ehc. Aug. 
Epiſt. 56, 


| and ſeekes onely to giue contentment to them, 


| in an afrer-hamility. lf it haue beene ouer-ſeeneinti.e 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


becauſe C hriſt flatly denied him his ſtrength, and} 


Peter never prayed forit. And yetlo how confident 
he was? Though all men, yet wot 1; as though there 
| had beene more in him,thenin any other. Yea, he 
| contradicted Chriſt,admoniſhing him of his frailty, 
and as Marke notes , the more Chriſt warned him, 
the more confident and peremprtory was he. 
Laſtly, afterthe doing of cuery goodrthing,fince- 
rity (hill remaines humble,8& when men would deifie 
vs,1t will not accept of any ſuch honours, but ſends 
| them backtothe Lord,as in Daniel,& the Apoſtles. 
| And thus,ifwe be fincerein all things wedoe,there 
muſt be humility, prepoſed, in regard af the end wee 
muſt looke at,appoſed,in regard of the w2aner of do- 
ing,t-mpoſed,aftcr we haue done,as a curb to reſtrain 


vs, caſt we reioyce notin the Lord but inour ſelues. 


ObiedF. Bur this is a hard ſaying, will ſome ſay, 
and if the caſe be thus, whothen can beſincere?for 
who is there that is not tainted with pride, if not in 
all, yet in ſome of theſe three reſpeAs? 


' wards athing,another thing to fixe, andfully to ſer- 
tlc it ſelfe vpon it. Thoughts of pride and vaine- 
glory may r#/þ into the heart of a ſincere Chrifti- 
an: they reſt onely inthe heart of an hypocrite ; 
who is ſer on worke only by them in all his a&ions, 


L adde further, if fincerity be not humble in this 
firſt kinde of humility, yetat the leaſt, it is humi e 


Anſ. leis one thing for a mans eye to glance to- | 


| 


. 


doing of any thing in pride, itis twiſe as hunſble. at- 


; terward,becauſe it wasnot humble. A notable diffe- 
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rence 
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| |ſeemely for vertue to come behind vice. Hypocriſie 


| i taine, the day after his victory and triumph, went 


| [asked why he did ſo,anſwered, Yeſterday I felt my 


=_ deceirfulneſſe of mans heart. 


rence betwixt ſincerity and hypocrifie. There may 
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be ſomekindof humility in hypocrifte, and ofpride 
in ſincerity: bur hypocrifies humility is followed 


latter humility is the betrer. And heere onely it is 


is proud becauſcitis humble: Sincerity is humble, 
nw lg ; . 
 becauſeit is proud. Epaminondes a Thebane Cap- 


| droupingand hanging downe the head 3 and being 


| ſelferoomuch tickled with vaine-glory; therefore] 
correct my ſelfe for it co day. Theſame is the fpirit 
of the ſincere Chriſtian,of the true Iraclite. As you 
may ſce inthe example of Ezekzah,of whom it is thus 


|. |wricten; Zi heart was lift vp, notwithſtanding Ezeki- 


ah humbled himelfe after his heart was lift vp. Ina | 
ſincere heart there muſt be cither the fore-burility, ; 
orthe after-humility, which is the more ſeuere of the 
twozcither the dire&#ing kumility,for the right man- | 
ner,orelſethe correfFing hamility, forthe erroneous | 


ſway. of our owne proud and vaine-glorious affeCti-| 
ons,withour all reſpe& of Gods glory,and yetneuer 
be truly humbled afterward ; this is palpable hypos 
crifie; we have not ſo much as the leait dramme of 
ſincerity :VVhich is many times more humbled for 
ſuch mixtures,anddefilements 6f good workes,then: 
for ſome workes limply cuil}in themſelues, 


- 2. Thefincere heart, is a good and honeſt heart, 


which cheriſheth a vniuerſall hatredof ail fin, with- 


out 


with pride,and (incerities pride with humility. This 


2 Chr 32,25, 
2 &o 
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manner of doing. If wee can follow the ſwing and ' 


2. The good 


25 our Saujour calls it. The honeſt heart is that, | 25d boacit 


eart, 
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out exception,and catrieth a conſtant purpoſe,and. 
reſolution in nothing willingly to fin againſt God, 
bur to endeuour it ſelfe to the vemoſt,in cuery good 
way of Gods commandements. VVhatliocuer it thall 
know to be a finne,ir will not purpoſely and delibe- 
rately docirt for all the world, it willnot detamme the 
trueth in vnrigbteouſneſſe. This note the Prophet! 
Dazid giveth. For hauing ſaid , Bleſſed are the vp- 
right in their way, he teacheth vs to difcerne them 
by this note,Swrely they doe no iniquity. Andin ano- 
ther place,he oppoſeth ſuch as walke in any crooked 
waics, to the vpright in heart. Doegood© Lord to 
thoſe that are vpright in heart : but thoſe that turne a+ | 
fide by their crooked waies,&c.ltis the property of an 
hypocrite, to diſpence with his conſcience, at leaſt 
for ſome oneſpeciall beloued finne, As lob among 
other his charaers makes this one,that he holds hs 
wickednefſe as a ſweet thing in his mouth, and hideth 
it under his tongue, and fawoureth it, and will not for- 
ſake it bat keepeth it cloſein his mouth. Nowthis ho- 
neſt heart,as it hates all ſinnes;ſo ar allrimes. Some- 
timesthe vnſound heart will hate ſinne, when there 
is no benefit by it, butif afrer ir may chance tobe 
beneficiall ro our felues, then we loueit. Heereis 
a notable triall of fincerity , to preferre vertue be- 
fore vice, then,when in humanercaſon vertue ſhall 
be the looſer, vice the gainer. This note diſcouered 
falſe-hearted cbs, Hee would not downe with the 
worſhip of the Calucs , .as well as with Baals, and 
why ? becauſe hee thought that would be dange- 
rous for his Kingdome, if the Iſraclites werelet goe 
to the temple ar-leruſalem , to worthip. 'There- 
fore 
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fore Jeroboams pollicie ſtill preuggled with him. By 
this note many are detected for vnſound. 

1. Thoſe that pretending conſcience of ſinall 
matters,fticke not at greater.Like the Phariſes,ſtrai- 
ning a Gaar,and ſwallowing a-Cammell. Hypocri- 
ticall Saxiſeemed to make a hainous matter ot eat- 
ing the fleſh of beaſts with the bloud For vnto the 
people thus offending;he ſaid, cehane dealt wicked- 
ly; but it was nothing with him to ſpill the innocent 
bloud of worthy /2nathan his ſonne: for vnlefle he 
had beene hindered, he had put him to death.Nay, 
he was fo ſcrupulous , that hee would not ſo much 
as name a guilty man oraſinner , but in caſting of 


| lors, inſtead of ſaying, ſhew the-nocent or guilty, 


he ſaid, Shew the wpright, or innocent perſon,as Tre- 
ellis reads it. And yer this man atthe ſame time, 
made no conſcience ef cruel] and bloudy oathes. 
The Prieſt in the Goſpell, when hee ſaw the wouns 
ded man lyehalfe dead, hee went on the other ſide 
of the way, fearing leaſt by comming neere vnto 
him, hee might contract ſore legall vncleannefle : 
but he feared not to paſſe by without all mercy and 
compaſſion, his poore and diſtreſſed neighbour, The 
Phariſees would not defilethemſelues in comming 
intothe common Hall,on the day of preparation to 
the Paſſe-oner : but they ſcrupled not a whit ro im- 
brue their hands in the bloud of the innocent 


Toh. 39.38. 


Lambe of God. In no caſe would they eat in veſſels 
vnpurified:burtthe meats which they did earinthoſe. 


and oppreſſion, in the getting of them.and with in- 


veſſels, were horribly polluted, both with vniuſttce | 


remperancie, and riot in the eating of them, And | 
this | 


1 King. 13.26. | 


I Sam. 1443 » | 


Per. q 2. Cedo in» 
tegrum : id eft, 
declare quss ſit 
inn9Xx1ius , fro eo 
quod «t declara 
necentem , ſed 
euphimijmo wvt4- 


tur vt /olent by- | © 
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Math.z3.25. | this | is the meaninggof that of our - Saviour, Vos be to' 


Ovpencd, [4 
—_ | you Scribes , and Phariſees , hypocrites 3 for ye make. 
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| Quals hec inno.. | Cleane the outward ſide of the Cup and Platter : but. 


contre ſnu/atia, | within they are full of briverie and exceſſe. So like. 


neenatand. ſane 
| guinys non mite 


| 


| wife, 1#d44 30. piccesat no hand mult goe into the 


\ Tere in arcom, et | treaſurie, becauſe it was the price of the bloud. 


/#rfim ſaxzui- | hata counterfeiting of holineſle was this, nor to. 
news mittere in 
conſcientian? | luffer the price of bloud to lye in a cheſt , and yet oo 
AV. ſuffer blond it ſelfe to lye inthe conference ? 
2. This note likewiſe diſcouererh ſuch for _ 
ſound, whoſe conſcience is only fur the greater mat- 
ters, the importants of the Law , mercy and 14dzev- 
| ent without any regard of Mint or Annicegough 
theſe alſo be Gods commandements. a1.d onght ta 
| beregarded. Afincere hearr is like tothe eye tro! 
bled with the leaſt moare, or like t6 a neaic \prife | 
man, that no ſooner ſpies the :calt ſpeck or iro. un 
his garment , but yets it watked our. V\'nereas a 
naſtie flouen, though he be all robeſmcared, and | 
| beſoyled,hecan endure it well enough, A delicate) . 
' garden may not have the leaſt weede in it, though . 


the wildernefle be all ouergrowne with em. And 


;a baxe of pretious oyntment may not have the, Þ 
leaſt fiye in ir, though a barrel of Pitch have, Þ 
' \warmes of them. A {trait ſhooe cannot endurethe | 
leaſt pibble ſtone, thougha wide one may endure a' | 
| greater, An vnfound conſcience js large, and-can \ | 
Luc.r6.10. | ſwallow downe any. thing. The fincere corfcience | | 
« "9h FO - | is ſtrait,andthe leaſt bone, though but ſuch as are! b 
"= in lictle fiſhes will ſtickin her throat. Andcertainly,| | 
| hee that & vriuſf 7p the leaſt , is V#iuſt alſo in mugh. 

14a 4s, being vnfaithfull ro Chriſt in the matter of 

} money, 
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| money. prouedallo, atlaft, vnfaithfull co himinthe 

| inatter of h11s life it ſeite, And Talomontels va, how| 

| kcethat will lye ordinarily in common ſpeech, will | 

| lyc alſo before the twdgement ſear, when he is pro- | 

|cuced a5 3 witneſle ; as contrarily, he thar is a true} 
'witneſſe bearer there , -will nor lye in his ordinarie | 

| diſcourſe, For this I take to bethe meaning ofthar 
| Prouerbe, 4 faithfull witneſſe wil not tye; bat a falſe | Prorg x. 
| witneſſe bloweth forth tyes. If a man be truly faith- | —*20unded, 
full in much, he muſt needs alto be faithfull in licrle. 

| For the ſame God that requires his fidelity in the. 

; one, requires it alfo in the other. Saint Paul vpon | 

this ground. confirmes his {1nceriry in a matter of | 

private promiſe to the Corinthians, concerning his | 
comming to them, by his ſincerity inthe preaching, 

' ofthe Goſpell, atar grearer matter. God & wirneſſe, 

faith hegthat our wora,that is, promiſe ot comming, | 

towards you was n9t yea and nay. \N hy ? for the ſonze ' i Cor.r,1s, 
; of God,that is my preaching of him ,vas nor yea ana | 19. 
| nz. Negle&trthen of ſmall macters may witly bring. - 
| our obedience in greater matters into ſuſpicion of 
 vnfaithfulneſle. -And therefore in this regard mult 


— ——— 
————— 


| conſcience be made of obedience,cuen in the {mal- | 
left matters,and that vntothe death,namely that we 
may approue our obedience tobefound,& freefrom 
deceir.For in greater matters if we thould not ſtand} 


out,all the world would ccie ſhame of vs. And here | | 
it would be hard toſay , whether the thame ofthe! | 
| world,or conſcience of Gods commandement vrged | 
 vs.Burt inleſſe matters,th< world rather wil cry ſhame. | 
ofvs,ifwe doeſtand out. And therefore in our obe- 


| 
dience here,Gods commandement ſeemeth to car- 
ric 


—C————— 
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Can. 5.2, 


3. The plaine 


& open hearr, 


Plal.139. 


Plal.142.5. 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


— 


rie the greateſt ſtroke with vs. 

' 3- This note diſcouereth thoſe alſo for vaſound, 
that having ſome care of outward conformity, yer 
mindenotthe inward reformation of the heart, In 
this regard our Saujour cals the Phariſes hypocrites 


and reſembles them to painted ſepulchres. Art be- 


mans body begins firſt with the heart, & otherſuch 


| inward parts, and then in the laſtplace comes tothe 


face,and the outward parts. Thus is it with hypo- 
crifie,which is an artificiall kinde of holinefle; it be- 
gins and ends in theoutward face,and faſhion of re- 
ligion : The inward pith, the heart , and ſubſtance 
thereof it cannot atrayne vnto. But the heart, and 
the puritie thereof is the ſpeciall thing the ſincere 
Chriſtian lookes vnto. Gods lſracll is pure inhearr, 
ſo that though ſometimes the hand be defiled, yer 
then the heart is notalike polluted, but ſtill the true 
Iſraelite may ſay, My heart is awake though mine es 
fleepe. Whereas the baſe Iſraclite may ſay contrari- 
ly,My heart isafleepe though my eycs be waking, 
and my tongue bewalking.My heart is foule though 
my hand be nener ſo fine. 

3« A tincere heartis a plaine and open heart,not 
deſirous to ſmother,or craftily to concealeit ſinnes, 
but rather to haue them Jaid open, and rohaue the 
conſcience rubbed and ranſacked. Sothatwith Da- 
wid it cryeth, Try me O Lord, and ſee if there be any 
wickedneſſe in me, and with the ſame Prophet, ler che 
riphteons ſmite me.But an vnſound & crooked hearr 
as well as crooked legges , loue to be hid. It hates 
the light ; it cannot away with reprehenſion, bur 


would 


gins, where natureends. Nature in theframingof| 


| 


<een ns on —__ -_—_ 
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would ratherear of the delicates offlatteries,againſt | 

which the Prophetprayeth, Let not my ſoule eate of Plal.141.4. 
| their dclicates.Let me not delight in their clawings, 
 butrather in the blowes of righteous reprehenfjons. | 
' Neither in any ſort can it endure triail.Guilty Rabel  Gen-31.35. 
' durft nor riſe, when Zabar came into her Tent, to 
ſearch for his Idols. On the contrary, as it argued 
humility in the 11.Diſciples,to fuſpe& the worſtby 
themſelues : ſo alſo fincerity, that they were not pri- | qath.ce. 22, 
ute to any ſuch wickednes, when hearing our Saui- 
| our fore-tellthe trechery of one of them,they offred 
| themſelues to therriall,faying, Maſter & it 1? wit 1? | 


F 4. A fincere heart is alwaies moſt ſeuere againſt 1y, Greate 


finne,where nature and carnal! reſpe&ts would reach ſeuerity againit 
vs to be mildeft. As firſt ro our ſelues. Indeed fins | 5, 
 cerity cannot endure fin inany,in it ſelfe leaſt ofall. | 
An hypocrite will not endure theleaft fin in others, 
no notfo much as a moat in his brother ; ſoſharpe 
ishe: in the meane time he can endure a beame in 
his owne eye ; ſo indulgent is he to himſelfe, #dah Math.z.z. 
could adiudge Thamar to the fire : vpon himſelfe | 6cn.z8.24. 
yet,being far deeperin thattranſgreſſion, he could 
pronounce no ſuach ſentence. Dauzd lay ſnorting in 
his owne ftn,when yet he ſentenced a proportiona- | 2 Sam. z2.5. 
bleſin,relared in the perſonof another. Wherin he 

bewrayed want of vprightneſſe, It was faid of 4n- | 73r4mmme 
tonie he bated a Tyrant, not tyrannie.'It may as truly | OO 
be ſaid of an hypocrite, he haterh ſinners,not finnes. 
For he nouriſheth many in him,notwithitanding the 
rigour of his zeale againſt other mens ſinnes. This is 
an ill ſigne,whereſocuer it is. A good heart is ready 


tothrow the firti ſtone at it ſelfe , being ſlower in | 
| Aa cenſuring 


Can. FL 


3-The plaine 


Plal.139. 


| Plal.142. 5. 


rie the greateſt ſtroke with vs. 


& open heart, 
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' 3- This note diſcouercth thoſe alſo for vaſound, 
that having ſome care of outward conformity, yet 
mingdenotthe inward reformation of the heart, In 
this regard our Sauiour cals the Phariſeshypocrites 
and reſembles them to painted ſepulchres. Art be- 
gins, where natureends. Nature in theframing of | 
mans body begins firſt with the heart, & otherſuch 


| inward parts, and then inthe laſtplace comes tothe] 


face,and the outward parts. Thus is it with hypo: 


crifie,which is an artificiall kinde of holinefle; it be- 


gins andends in theoutwardface,and faſhion of re- 
ligion : The inward pith, the heart , and ſubſtance 
thereof it cannot attayne vnto. But the heart, and 
the puritie thereof is the ſpeciall thing the ſincere 
Chriſtian lookes vnto, Gods lſracll is pure in hearr, 
ſo that though ſometimes the hand be defiled, yet 


then the heart is notalike polluced,but ſtill che true 


Iſraclite may ſay, My hear tis awake though mine eies 


| | fleepe. Whereas the baſe Iſraclite may ſay contrari- 


ly,My heart is afleepe though my eycs be waking, 
and my tongue be walking.My heat is foule though 
my hand be nener ſo fine. 

3« A tincere heartis a plaine and open heart,not 
deſirous ro ſmother,or craftily to concealeit ſinnes, 
but rather to haue them laid open, and to haue the 
conſcience rubbed and ranſacked. Sothatwith Da- 
wid it cryeth, Try me O Lord, and ſee if there be any 
wickedneſſe in me, and with the ſame Prophet, ler the 
righteons ſmite me.But an vnſound & crooked hearr 
as well as crooked legges , love tobe hid. lt hates 
che light ; it cannot away with reprehenſion, bur 
_ would | 


c—_kdrwacutan 
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would rathereat of the delicates offlatteries,againſt | 
which the Prophetprayeth, Let not my ſoule eate of | Plal.141.4. 
| their aclicates.Let me not delight in their clawings, 
 butrather in the blowes of righteous reprehenfjons. | 
| Neither in any ſort can it endure triail.Guilry Rabel  Gen.31.35, 
| durft not riſe, when Zabar came into her Tent, to 
ſearch for his Idols. On the contrary, as it argued 
humility in the 11.Diſciples,to ſuſpe& the worſtby 
themſelues : ſo alſo fincerity, that they were not pri- | Mah.26. 22. 
[uie to any ſuch wickednes, when hearing our Sauk 
| our fore-tellthetrechery of one of them,they offred 
themlſclues to therriall,faying, Maſter # it 1? i it 1? 
| 4+ A lincere heart is alwaies moſt ſeuere againſt ry, Greateſt 
ſinne,where nature and carnal! reſpe&ts would reach ſeuerity againſt 
v3 to be mildeft. As firſt ro our ſelues. Indeed fin» | 5, 
 cerity cannot endure fin inany,in it ſelfe leaſt ofal]. | 
An hypocrite will not endure theleaft finin others, 
no not ſo much as a moat in his brother ; ſoſharpe 
is he : in the meane time he can endure a beame in | 
his owne eye ; ſo indulgent is he to himſelfe, !#dah Math.z.. 
could adiudge Thamar to the fire : vpon himſelfe | 6cn.z8.24. 
yet,being far deeperin that tranſgreſſion, he could 
pronounce no ſuch ſentence. Dawid lay ſnorting in| 
| his owne fin, when yet he ſentenced a proportiona- | 2 Sam. 22.5. 
bleſin,relared in the perſonof another. Wherin he 
bewrayed want of vprightnefſe, It was faid of 4n- Sheri my 
tonie he bated a Tyrant, not tyrannie. It may as truly | TOO 
be ſaid of an hypocrite, he hateth ſinners,not ſinnes. 
For he nouriſheth many in him,notwithiftanding the 
rigour of his zeale againſt other mens ſinnes. This is 
an ill figne,whereſocuer ir is. A good heart is ready 


rothrow the firit ſtone at it ſelfe , being lower in | 
Aa cenſuring 


1 
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| ' cenſuring others. None can ſay ſo much againſt it, 
but it feltewill be ready to ſay wuch more. 
And as the ſincere man will no more winke at 
M0 | his owneſins, then at-anothers, ſo neither arttheirs 
| rowhom heis tied moreby naturalland worldly ref- 
; pects, then others, ro whom he. is not ſo tied. No 
| more at his owne children then at anothers, athis 
owne parentsthen at another,at great & rich ones, | 
rhen at the meaner ones, at friends to whom hee is 
| bound for, and depends vpon in hope of kindneſſe, 
then {trangers that haue no intereſt ar all in him. 
Sincerity is free from partiality.VVith Leu it knowes 
neither farther nor mother, neither King norKzſar. 
This the Phariſes , though hypocrites, knew well 
Math,z2.16, | enough when they ſaid, Aaſter, wee know thou tea- 
cheſt the way of God in iruth,that is,in ſincerity ,and 
careſt nat fer any mans perſon,no not for Ceſars him- 
| ſelfe. Tell vs then, whether lawfull co giue tribute 
: Sam. 19.4.5. | £0 himorno. Heere then was /enathans ſincerity, 


- — _——— 


| | when he condemned his owne Father , and that a 
| | King,in his proceedings againſt Dania,and defended 
oor Dantas innocency. Here was olde 71:cobs ſincerity 
MMark.5.18. | on his death-bed,when fatherly affeions are moſt 

| 


lively ſo deepely cenſuring Ruben,Simeon, Leus, his | 
owne ſfonnes. Here was 1bu Baptiſts ſincerity, that 
hewould not be ſilent, no not at Hereas inceſt. Here 
| was Our Sauiours ſincerity, that his mouth was not. 
| ſtopped with the Phariſees good cheere,but euen ar 
| | their owne tables layed them our intheir owne co- | Þ| 
| Znc.g.37.42: | Jours,andentertaines them withas many menaces, | | 
as they did him with diſhes of meatcs, Here was | | 
| 1udg20.14, | the. Beniamites vnfoundneſfle, thatwere ready with | 
| the. 
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| 5 The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


the ſword to defend in their brethren ſuch prodigi- 
ous Iuftes , which they could not but condemne in 
their iudgements , and in others no doubt would 
haue becn ready to hauc puniſhed with their ſwords. 
The Prophet ioyneth theſe twotogether, Thou art 
4 God of pure eies , and canſt not beholdiniquity, So 
muſt it be with vs, if wee will be pure andfincere in 


as it Joueth goodneſſe cuenin the greateſt enemy,ſo 
it hateth ſiane,cuen in the greateſt triend, 
Laſtly,co omit many other notes, ſincerity ſimply + 
reioyceth in goodnes,& in good things themlelues, 
and the glory of God thence ariſing.Therefore as it 
grieucth for other mensſins,ſo it reioyceth in other 
mens obedience. Many are ofa contrary ſpirit: They 
can be grieucd for their owne ſins,bur not forother 
mens. Hereit is ſuſpitious, we gricue not ſo much 
for Gods cauſe, fer the diſhonour our fins hath done 
to him (for then wee ſhould gricue alſo at our bre- 
threns ſins,becauſe they alſo ftaine Gods glory) but. 
.for our own ſake,for fearcor fceling of fomeeuil pro- 
cured to our ſelues by our ſin:and ſuch griefeargues 
rather ſelfe-loue,then any true loue of God. Solike- 
wiſe they canbe cheered,whenthey ſee Gods glory | 
ſet forth by themſciues in any good work:not alike, 


ood works ofothers,it of any marke,wherein they 


| 


haue had no hand themſelues. Like thoſe Ephrai- 
mites,that ſaid to Iptah,herfore wentſt hou to fight 


heart, wee muſt behold no iniquity, no nor in our | 
ſelues,orthoſethar are necreſt vnto vs. For {tncerity, | 


L 


when by others. Nay, rather they gricue at thoſe | 


Hab,t.13. 


V.Reioycing 
and griewung 
for others gra- 
> ces and finnes, 
as wel as our | 


oOVRC, 


againſt the children of Ammon, and didſt not call vs? tud-12t 


Butthe ſincere Chriſtian, ſo God be truly glorified, 
Aa 2 though 


_ 
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! x Cor.10.27, 


Ioh.1447. 


| Phil,1.18. 


| 
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chough itbe without his helpe , yer rejoyceth and | 
giveth thanks , nothing lefle, then if himſelfe had 
beene the inſtrument. If any goodthing be done,he | - 
doth not ſtand curiouſly enquiring of the Author ; 


of his iudgement,ofhis affeRions,to finde our ſome- | 
; thing to: imbaſe the worke ; bur is glad that any | 
| glory is brought to God , or good to his Church, | 
and with thankeſgiuing taketh his part of benefit 
thereout. Euen as incating of meats, wee aske not ' 
where or how it was got, bur fall toit; and inthe 

Shambles , the Apoſtlewilleth notto enquire whe- 
ther it had beene ſacrificed to the Idoll or no, but 
being good meat , and fitto be eate, withour any 

moreadoe to buy it. Thus Nathaniei the good If- 

raclite did not foftand vpon, or ſticke at Nazareth, 
butthat hewould goe & try what our Sauiour was, 

And though the Pnilippick Preachers preached of 

eauie, and vaine-glory, yet for the matterſoundly, 

their corrupt manner, what was that to Paul? that 

Chriſt was truely preached, hee therein reioyced, 
| and would reioyce. It is notthenſincerities palate, 
;not to reliſh;good meat, and well cooked, becauſe 
we reliſh not the Cooke. 

- Thus Ihaueſhewed boththe meanes to difcouer, 
and notes to try our falſe hearts by. Andef thethird 
illuſtration of the deceitfulneſle of che heart, name- 
ly by the vnſearchableneſle thereof, ſo mueh. 


CHar. 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


Crnae. XXIX. 


Certaine generall uſes ariſing ont of the former do- 
frine of the hearts deceirfalnes, or an exhartati- 
on to watchfulneſſe ouer, and dealing wiſely, and 

ftraitely with aur hearts. 


H Auing by Gods goodneſſe thus finiſhed the 
whole doctrine of the hearts deceitfulnes, it 
remaineth now in the concluſfon, that beſides 
thoſe particular vſcs which we haue already made 


of ſome ofthe particular branches of this dodrine, | 


we ſhew alſo the generall which ariſeth from the 
whole. And they are ſpecially five. | 
| Is If ourhearts be ſuch deceiuers , it ftands vs 

then in hand alwaies to haueour eyes in ourheads, 
and to. haue our wittes about vs , hauing to deale 
with ſo noble aiugler,ſo fullof cunningtrickes,and 
fleights, continually ready to ſnare vs.VWe walk in 
rhe middeſt of ſnares,nor onely neere them, bur'in 
'the very middeſt of them , incompaſſced withthem 
on every ſide. Therefore let vs alwaics be ſuſpici- 
ous , and icalous ouerour hearts inall places , and 
vpon all oceafions,in our ſolicarineſle, in our com- 
panic, in our buſinefſe with-men, in ourdealings 
with God, in hearing, praying, meditating; in our 
dealings alſo with Sathan, in wreſtling with his 
temptations. VVhen the Philiftimes were going 


out to warre againſt the Iſraelites , chey durſt not 


irs 
let David go with them ; they had him in icalouſte, 


becauſe of. the loue he bare tohis owne Countrie, 


Wjes. 5. 
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fulneſſe, 


Chryſ.hom.15, 
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26 | and therefore put him out of the Armie. Happy 


| with Sathan, and Sathans intereſt in the fleſh, is 


The deceirfillneſſe of mans heart. 
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| dowes, as Jeb did, If there be any open paſſage 


| 


were it for vs in our ſpiriwua}l warre with Sathan, | 
if wee couldas eaſily rid our ſeJues of our naughty 
deceitfull heart , as they did themſelues of Dauid. | 
We hauefarre.greater cauſe to ſuſpe&t our hearts, 
then they Daurd. The acquaintance of the-feſh 


greater then the Iſraelites in Daxid. Beſides thar, 
they neuer had any experience of Danras deccitful- 
neſle, and vaftaithfulneſſe, as wee haue had of the 
feſhes. Therefore I ſay it were well , if wee could 
wholy caſhirethis trecheroys, and perfidious fleſh. 
Bur fince it ſtickes focloſe, as thatwe cannot poſſi 
bly be ſhifr of ic, thereforewe muſt alwaies haue an 
eycouerit ; enen as wee would haucoucr an _— 
ſtiepilfering ſeruanr, who, not-obſerued, will ich. 
For certainely ſuch is the deceitfulneſſeof our harts, 
that if our eye be neuer ſo little off them, off goes 
the yoke of the Lord preſently,and they breake our 


into ſome volawfull liþerty.or ether. Keepe wee 
then our hearts, as Salozzon counſels, fenced with 
a double gard, as the [ayler his cloſe priſoner. See 
the doores be faſt locked. Yea, looke tothe yyin- 


3 


this deceiver will either let in ſome body to him, 
which ſhould not come in, orelſe hee will out him- 


—— 
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{elfe. If wee fall a {leepe, and neglect our watch,ei-! 
ther the Divell,and his tuggeſtions will enter ; even 
as when the fence of a vineyard is donne, then the | 
wildeBoare,andall manner of wildebcaſts come in, 
and deuoureall : or elſeour heart it ſelfewill wander | 
abroad, like a gadding Dinh , inthe idle rouings | 


_ Of} 


—_—— 
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| of her owne vaine imaginations. Thus then ſhould 
' wethinkewith our ſeluescuery morning, This day 
'I amcoventnre into the world, and ſnares enery 
; where lie thicke and threefould : if I rake not heed, 
| eaſily ſball I be caught, For what alas is there wher- 


{in my heart is notready to deceiueme ? Iam now | 
| going toprajer: My heart will be ready to thruſt | 
| in idle,and wandring fancies,vnleſſel watch ouer it. | 
Iam nowto giue an almes, orto goc toconferwith | 


my Chriſtianfriends : Pride, and vaineglory will 
foile me, vnleſie | lookewell co my ſelte. | am now 
going to dealſe in ſuch a controuerlie , with a cone 
centious,and wrangling man ; My heart wilkquick- 
lie breake out into rage, and diſtemper , and my 
mouth will - ſoone oucrſhoot it ſelfe, if 1 hold 
it not as with abridle. Iam going toa feaſt : If 
I put not a knife to my throate I fhail eaſily 
be ouer-reached by my deceitefull appetite. If 
[ let looſe the reinesto mine owne corrupt heart 
I ſhall ſoone offend in exceſle, citherof meare, or 
mirth. lam now to goeforthinto the ſtreete: And 
how many are the temprations ready to incounter 


"me 2? eueneuery thing I either ſee, or heare, If I 
 ſeemy enemy ,in what danger am Iof wrath , and | 


malice? ifmy friend, flouriſhing, of enuie ? poore, | 
of diſdaine? if a beautifull woman,of luſt ? If I heare 
rotten ſpeach , how ready am I to be corrupted 


i with it2if reuiling, and ininrious, how ready am 1 


ro be prouoked with it ? This is the cautelouſneſſe 


he 


' we tnult vſe in all our occaſions whatſoeuer : For 


all places are full of theſe ſnares, the fireete, the 
houſe, the bourd, the bedde, the cloſet, yea the ! 


| 


| 


| Pre.23.1, 
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' Math.6, 


348 


2 Tim 4-5, 


| 
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| | ations we had neede- ſhut the doore of our hearts | 
that our mindes ſtealenot away from God. Neuer 


 { lergoe this bridle of watchfulneſſe: It will runour 


—_ 


! 


Church, the pulpit. Theexhortation of Paz to| 
Timothy , Watch thou inaltthings , is ncedefull ; be-| 


cauſe the heart,deccirfull aboueall things ; is alſo, | 
deceirfull in all rhings , euen in the beſt thingsthar ! 


may be. And therefore Chriſt bids vs take heede | 
to our hearts, even inouralmes,in our praiers,and 
other the holieſt ſeruices,we can poſſiblyperforme, 
for euen in them,ſnares will be ſerfor vs. In theſe 


then truſt thou this heartof thine, that it will bee 
well ordered,and keptin good frame, though thou 
cary not alwaies ſo heauy a hand and narrow an 
eye ouer it. No , if thou looke not thus ſtraightly 
toit, it willbe gone,as a wild-horſe, ifa man once 
ler goe the bridle, as he is walking in his journey: 
And then when he is once gone, hee will not bee 
gotten. againe in haſt ; but a.man muſt ſpend as 


much time in recouering of him , as would haply 
haue been ſufficient to haue diſpatched the whole 
iourney.So will it fare with thy heart,if oncethou 


ſo farre, that it will bee long ere thou wilt catch it 
againe.  Itwill beſo frozen , that it will belong ere 
thou can bring it to melt. Itwill bee folooſe, and 


| idle,that it will belong ere thou canſt workeit vnto|. 
j true deuotion : and thou muſtſpend as much time, 


nay more, in ſeeking to regaine thy heart againe, 
and tobring it into temper , and tune , for theſer- 
| uiceof God , then would haue ſerued for the good 
performance of the ſeruice it ſclfe. Butaboue all 


things ſee thou truſt not thine heart with ſuch 


things | 
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things as may be dangerous occaſions of cuill, \ 


Looke berter to itthenſo. Be as fearefull ofthis,as 
chou art of gluing a knife to a Childe, or a ſword to 
'a-Mad-man. T 
| forthy heartthen, The mad-man willſpeake ſome- 
| crimes ſo ſoberly , and vſc ſuch faire perſwaſions to 
be vnfettered, and promiſe that he-will beſo quiet. 


&c. But no ſooner is he looſe, but heplaies reakes, | 


' woundes, ſlaies, deſtroies whatſocuer is in hisway, 
. yea euen him thar looſed him. So likewiſe dealeour | 
hearts with vs: They can flatter withvs,and O why 
ſhonld we trouble our (clues fo much, alwaies to be 
lookingto them? and why ſhould we dealeſo hard- 
ly withthem, alwaics ſo tokeepe them fn, as a bird 
in a cage?to hold them fo ſhort ofall liberty? why ? 
they haue better gouernment of themſclues , then 
that wee need to feare them ſo,&c. Butwhen once 
they haue got free, then they ſerue vs like the | 
mad-man , fo thatwe ſhall ruethat timethat cuer | 
we gauethem ſuch liberty. 

2 This deceitfulneſle of our hearts muſt cauſe 
vs often to renew our couenant with God , and by 
ſolemne vowes , and proteſtations of our repen- 


tance, as it were with ſtrong ropes, to-binde, and 
hold fafttheſefugitines. If a man be knowne to be 
2 common deceiuer , weewillneuer take his word 
forany thing : butif wee muſt needes deale with | 
him, we willbeſureto hauchis hand andſeale, and 
thebeſt ſecuriry we can get. Sowiſe, and wary are 


we inthe matters of this life. Well, thy heart is far_ 
more cunning to deceiue-thee , then the craftieſt 


ine eyes cannot be quick enough | 


foxthart is,to onerreach his neighbour. Be not now | 


ſo }_ 


2 Vie. To 
binde our 
felues to God 
by couenant. 
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ſo ſimple as ro belecue cuery ligh , eucry wiſh and 


word, cuery motion , and inclination of thy hear. 
For how often ,.as L haueſhewed before, doe our | 
hearts deale like Zarah when he was to be borne, 

make many good profers of comming forth qur of 
| their ſinnes,asit were the darkeneſle of the wombe, 
into the lighr of grace, but they recoile preſently? 
Euery flight occaſion is in ſteade of a Perez vato 
them. And yer locthefillineſſeof men; to beleeue 
their hearcs that are ſo light of faith. They thinke 

verily when they fecle ſome fit of good affeion, 

O now I haue got the viQory ,  finne ſhall neuer 

ſo preuaile againſt mee as it was wont ; when yer 
the ſame houre, ir may be,ſees them in worſe take- 

ing,theneuer beſore. Sazl , though, affeed with 

Daxids apologie, he acknowledged both Dauids in- 
nacence, andhisowne vniuſtice, and though with 

teares, with good words , A. ſonne Danid, with 

good praiers, The Lord renderthee good, hewitneſſed 

good willto David , yet for all this Dauzd truſted 

him not , but kept himſelfe in the hold ſtill. For 

(hortly after Saul was hunting after him againe. 

And thoughthen alſohe ſeemed torelent,and pro- 

miſed Dauid peace,Come againe my ſon Dauid, 1 will 

dee thee no more harmezyet for all that Dauid hearke- 

ned not. For what heede is to be taken to a falſe, | 


and fickle-hearred mans words ? Our hearts be- 
ing as fickle, and inconſtant in their relenting affe- 
Qtons towards the Lord, as Seuls was toward Dz- 


4id, ſhould we truſt them any more in ſuch fits, 
then Dasid did Saul? No: bur,fince even the ſtron- 
(ol bonds are too weake to hold ſuch ſlippery 
| hearts, 


— 
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hearts, rhar they flidenor our of our hands, there- 
fore cauſe them to enter into ſolemne covenant 


with the Lord, as thoſe in Nehemiah, Eſra, and the 
Cbrezicles. Thus did Dani, Thave ſworne,laithrhe, | 
ana will performe it, that 1 will keepe thy flatutes. In 
| euillthings,to which weareprone by nature,we can 
| bind our ſelues by oaths &vowes,when we feeleour 
| ſelues diſpoſed vntothem; as to reuenge, whenthe 


injurie'is freſh, and our hor bloud is vp : how mnch |- 


more then ſhould wee doerhe like in good? The 
Diuell ſees that wrath is a fire foone out; therefore 
| hee will novrith it with an oath: how. much more 
ſhould we nourifftythe firc'of z2ale, and good affe- 
tions, which haveno fewel}-from within vs, as an- 
gerhath , andfoare farre more-eaſily extinguifh- 
ed 2 How much more ] ſay ſhould wee maintaine, 
and yphold in our ſclues all good things with this 
rop of an oath, and covenant-ſtriking with the | 
Lord ? And heere ſce that thou regiſter, andrecord | 
in thy. accounts-booke this thy couenant , thar ſo] 
when chy deceitfull heart ſhall be offcring to ſtart a-| 
fide, and ginethee the ſlippe, thou mayelit preſent- 
ly recall it, andkeepe ir in with puttingit in minde | 
of this couenant. VVhat? didft not thou on fuch a 
time, when thou wert humbled vnderthe hand of 
God, and haddeft ſome good detires kindled in 
thee by his ſpirit , didſt not thou then ſolemnely 
 giuethy: faith to God, and by the ſtraighteſt bonds 
of thy vowe and oath, firmely knitte thy ſelfe vnto- 
him , and wilt thou ſo ſoone beoffering tomake ef- 
capes from-him ? Haſtthou fo ſoone forgotten thy 


couenant? Thou falſe fugitiuez but yeſterday waſt, 
thou | 
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thou brought hometo thy maſter, then thou hum- 
bledft thy ſelfe vnto him , ſoughteft reconciliation, 
promiſedſtmore faichfullſeruice. And yer art thou 
now offering ſo quickely to take theeto thy heeles 
againe? 


| + 3+ Thisdeceitfulneſſc of our hearts much teach 


vs wiſedome, totake them atthe vantage, when at 
any time we finde them in a good moode, in any 
ſort well affected, or diſpoſed to any. good duty. 
Thou haſt this wiſdome in the things of this lite. 
Having to dealewith a light, and inconſtantman, 
when thou findeſt him in the good vaine, then 
thou wilt be ſure to lay hold of that opportunity, 


and to take him then at his word. For thou knows | 


eft , that if thouſhouldeſt let him goe on neuer fo 
lictle longer, within an houre, or two, hewould be 
ofanothermindce Afluredly thy heart isfar more 
yariable,and vncertaine.then the fickleſt man that 
can be, Doeſt thou then feele at any time, that 
thy heart is warmed with good motions , inlarged 
with good affeions, lift vpto heauen in ſpiritual] 
meditations, doeſt thou feele any ſparkles of the 
heauenly fire ? take thou the bellowes preſently, 
blowe till they flame, cheriſh, and make much e« 
ven of the ſmoaking flaxe. Now is the time for 
thee, now Ifay, in this floate of good affeions, 
when thy heart is ſo well prepared,to fallto praier, 
to confeſſion of thy ſinnes, to reading , to all the 


goodexecrciſes of repentance, and inuocation , and 
in awordto the doing of that good worke for the | 


which motions, and deſires are riſenin thy minde. - 
For how often haue the beſt of vs beene beguiled | 


here ?| 


_ —_ _—_— 
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here? to thinkewe ſhould do afrerwardsthat which 


houre or lefſe,all our heat is gone, our affeCtionsare 
growne chill,and coole,our hearts heauy,our ſpirits | 
drowſte and dead,and fo our ſelues wholly diſabled 
for the doing of that wee thought. And why ? be- 


cauſe we ſtrucke not the iron whiles it was hot, we 


A es, __ 


held not our hearts faſt, when we had hold of them, 
we vicd not the meanes to keepe them ftillin good 
frame and temper. And ſo all our good thoughts 
vanifh, and come to nothing. Excellently Dania, 
My heart O God is prepared. hat? (ball I ſuffer now 
other occaſions to call me another way 2 No: for 
then all that lifeand vigour which now | fecle, will 
| be gone but 1 w/ll ariſe, and gue thanks, and fo, 1 
 willariſeand pray,ariſe and confeſle, &c. Oh if we 
would goeto prayer in this ſpring-tide, as it were,ot 
good affeions, how then,asthe Prophetſpeaketh, 
| ſhould we ponre out a prayer? bow would theriuers 
of repenting teares ouerflow? whereas, negleRing 
| this occafion,our prayers come but 4ropprnety from 
| vs afterward inthe ebbeof our afteRions. It cannot 
| be ſpoken how little athing will diſtra&t ang vnſettle 
' our hearts. They arc like to glaſſes,that will be hurt 
with alittle breath, and vnto muſicall inftruments, 
chat will be pur out eftune with the leaſt diftemper 
of the aire. And therefore we had notneed prerter- 
| mitthe opportunity,” when we feele them wrought 
ypon in any ſort by the holy ſpirit of God. What 
good impreſſions would they not receiue then, be- 


| Ing ſoſvuit and.tender ? whereof afterward they will 


not be capable, being returnedto their former hard- | 
neſſe ? 


Plal.57 7. 


Eſa 26,16, 


| 353 4 


in preſent we purpoſed, and deſired, and within an | 


| 
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Luk.24.29, 


Pro.20, 13. 


] Pſal.86.21. 


11 Chr. 81.29, 


! people , when they were ſo well diſpoſed in their 


neſle ” Doc then good thoughts , and deſires offer 


themſelues , doe ſuch gueſts ſecke lodging in thy 


tt 
Ya 


heart? Oh welcome them inthe kindeſ manner,la 


hold of them,and by thy kind and reſpeCiue vſage 


of them,conſtraine thein,as they onceour Sauiour, | 
ro ſtay (till with thee. VV hatis this kinde entertaines«| 
ment,we are to ſhew them, but the entertainement || 
of our prayers,reading and conferring ofthe word? 


If wee would doe fo, after once:good affetions are 


ſo wee-ſhould have more of their company then 
now we haue; in ſtead of viſiting vs now and then, 
they would becomedaily-gueſts, and ordinary refi- 
dentiaries with vs. Salomon bids vs efabliſh our 
thoughts by counſel. This Prouerbe hath his truth 
cncnin holy and ſpirituall thoughts, the which alas 
will ſoone faile, vnleſſe we ſettle andcenfirmethem 
in our hearts, and after the ſpirit hath once entred 
them into vs, doe ſo pegge and hammer them in, 


meanes,asthat we may not eaſily looſe them after- 
ward. Ar the firſt riſing then of a good thought, 
pray with Da#i4, becauſethou feareſt the deccitful- 
neſle of thine heart,kit my heave, this falſe fickle fu- 
gitiuc heart,alwaiesready to ſteale from thee,knitit 
O Lord , andtye it faſt vnto thee, that as it is now 
with thee, ſoit may ſtill remainewith thee: and a-| 
gaine with the ſame Propher in the bchalfe of his | 


cheerefull offering tothe temple, O Lord keepe this | 


2 


entredintoour hearts, we ſhould euen locke vp the|ſ 
dore vpon them, that they could notgeront againe; ||| 


and driue them downe fo deepe by the vſe of good| 


| for ener this frame of the thoughts of thy ſeruants hart. 


And 
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4nd frame his minde towards thee. 'This counſell-| 


1ent 
ord? 


are | 
theij 


ne, 
hen 


lay the deceitfulneſle of our heart, for-the preſerving 


ſage 


raking with God in prater,is theoaly remedy againſt 


l 


and eſtabliſhing of all geod thoughts and detires.. 


d atly to keepe an auditin our owne confcience;eucr 
and anoncalling them-tq their accounts. -A truſty 
ſeruant,an Eleazar, wewilller goc on,& reckon but 
{eldome with him. .But a Gehezi, one that is but of 


ſlippery fidelity ; had need be reckoned with eyery 


| day. The miſerable experience then which we haue 


| had of the falſneſſe of theſe harrs ſo often deccining | 


vs, uſt make vs to be very (trait & ſeuerein exami- 
'ning ofthem. Salomoz notoþſcurelv intimates this 


4 . S 
| to.þe the cauſe of our harts deceiifiulnes,thar' we do 


not take this paines ofa ſtricttriall, Every ans Waies 


 arepurein his owne eies:but the Lord trieth the harts, 
| & lo ſees theirſecret deceit, which we perceiuenot, 
| becauſe we try nor. :Lert.vs neuer therefore let-rec- 
konings runne on,but every day letvs makeall even, 


let vs chaſtiſe our ſelues every morning , examine 


our ſelues euery euening, euecn in the ſtill Glence of 
the night-, as wee lye waking on our beds. In the 
matter of disburſement of money for the repairing 
of the temple, /e//ah gauecharge:that noreckoning 
ſhould be made with them-inco whoſe hands the 


| 


; 


[ 


money was dcliuered 3 for (faith hee) they arale|, ou 


faithfully. Indeed,ifour hearts dealt faithfully with | 
vs,we alſo might ſpare this labour of daily counts» 

caſting But becauſe both the word of God,and our | 
owne experience haue ſufficiently diſcouered their. 


| 


vaſaithfulneſſe, therefore wee contrarily muſt ry 


Ler 


_ 
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| Letthere bedaily,yea hourely reckonings kept with 


our hearts , for they deale exceeding vnfaithfully. 
The Muſlitian, becauſe his inrumentquickly gt owes 
outof rune, cuen whiles he is in playing, therefore 
euenthen he will be tuning of it,as ſoone as he ſpies 
the leaſt jarring in any of the ſtrings : ſo muſt weelg\. 
intermixe the correction, and amendment of our'll 
hearts, (whichis done by ſtrict examination) tOge. 
ther with their vie, and imployment, and nor tobe 
like the fooliſhmower, that ſtillmowes, -and neuer| 
whets his Sythe. ; 
Laſtly ; ſince all our hearts naturally are fo full 
fraught with guile, being ſo immeaſurably and vn- 
{carchably deceitfull,, as heere the Propher teach- 
eth'; it muſt cauſe vs in the hearty bewailing, and 
confeſling of this corruption , to ſtriueforthe con-| 
trary grace. Vee, that by the mercy of God pro» 
feſle religion more {incerely;areready tothinkeour 
ſelues wronged, ifwe be called hypocrites, and 'de- 
ceitfull people. No,letrvs make vie of ſuch imputa- 
tions,and prefit by the railings of our enemies. For 
they lay noother ityputatien on vs, then here God | 
himfelfe doth, ſaying, The heart of man, without ex- 
ception of any, deceitfull. So thatthe heart,enen 
of the moſt holy and regenerate, is ſtill in part de- 
ceitfull,as in part it is wicked. ' Let vs not then deny 
that in our ſelues, which the God of truth hath laid 
vpon vs : bur let vs rather ſearch. our this priuie and 
cloſe hypocriſie of our hearts, and hauing found it, 
purge them ofic.Praying with the Prophet, Renue 4 
ripht ſpirit in me,laboring forthat ſame truth in the 
inward partswhich God fo loueth, thar ſo we = 
wit 
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wich 4pelles,be approucd in Chrif,and with Nathani-' 


el, true [ſraclites,in whom is no guile, cuenthe //rael 
of God, pure in heart. The which, that we may arts | 
raj1e vnto I will heere ſet downe certaine , both 
meanes and motines. 


CHar. XXX 
Motines wnts, and meanes of ſincerity. 


Tie motines to incite vs vnto ſincerity and ſin- 
gleneſſe of heart arc many , and powerfull, 
throughoug the whole booke of God, ſome whereof 
I will vrge at this time. 

I. Sincerity is the girdle, whereby all other gra- 
ces aretied cloſe vntovs : So the Apoſtle in thede- 
ſcription of the ſpirituall armour , cals it the girdle 
ef trsth, Andthereforc hereallfo is truethatwe ſay, 
vngirt, vnbleſt, Heeis but a looſe man, that wants 
this girdle. Lethis gifts and graces beneuer ſo cx- 
cellent, yet they ſit but looſe about him , when a 
ſtorme comes they will eaſily be ſhaken off: From 
him that hath not, ſhall be taken away that hee hath, 
From him that hath not the gift of ſwwcere ſant#ifica- 
#101, ſhall be taken away thoſe common gifts of an 
ouerly, and ſuperficiary illgmination, yes tos ſhowes 
alſo of true ſanCtification. Not onely that hee hath 
ſhall be taken away, but that alſo which he ſeemes to 
baue. The figge tree that onely made a ſhowwith 


| 


leaues,hauing no fruit, in end, being curſed, loſtthe 
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leaues | 
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| leaues roo, wherewith it deceiued our Saujour, and, 
Mar.11:20- | wholy withered. Gods gifts 12 an vaſound hart;con- 
rrary as it were to their own nature, being perverted! 
' to wrong ends, doc even{igh vnderourabule., and 
| God hearing their groanes,giues them the wingsof 
| the Eagle, to flye away from ſuch vniuſt poſſeſiors, | 
How fearefull are the examples of many vnſound | | 
; profefſors , who notwirhſlanding all their goodly | 
; flouriſhes, have yet vaniihed atlaſe? they have been 
ſtripr ſtarke naked of all, their right hand hath tor- 
—__ got it skill,their right eye hath been darkened, their 
137.5. , 
Ez:c.11.17, | arme withered, they haue mouldred away, and be- 
come meere nothings, vnſauory falt fic for nothing 
but the dunghill. Chriſt having told the Church of 
Sardis that her graces were ready to dye, gives this 
reaſon thereof. For 1 haue not found thy workes per- 
fefF befareGod. Therefore they areready to die,be- 
cauſe rainted wich rhe jinfeQion of hypacrifie. Had 
not. /udas many excellent graces of prayer, preach- 
ing,miracles? &c. yet, foraſmuch as they wanted 
theſalr of ſinceritieto preſerue them fremputrefa- 
Rion, both he and they miſerably rotted, and came 
tofearefull deſolation. His heartdecamea ye and, 
ſtable for Sathan ro lodge in, & to beget that mon- 
ftrous conception.of barbarous & trecherousvilla- 
nie. So that whatthePſalmiſt ſpeaketh concerning 
: the wicked mans temporall eſtate, may. truely be 
] ſpoken concerningthe hypocrites ſpirituall eſtate. 
} Plal.37-35.36 . | 1 ſaw him like the freſb lawrell, ſpreading bimſelfe,and 
E flouriſhing : but lee the root being corrupt with hype-| 
be crifie, he could not holae out. Inquire for him, and 
jor his many graces, his grcat knowledge, his bur- 


ning 
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| | they are but aftinking carrion, and what ſhould an 


try 


ning zeale, his forward alacrity, &c. and loe their 
place cannot be found. The body whenthe ſouleis 


ſincerity,which is the very ſoule andlifeot all grace, 
odious- and vgly loathſome. carkaſſe doe , but be 


to looke toour ſelues, tharwe be vprightin hearrtif 
we wouldenioy the ſweet comfort of our finall per- 
ſeuerance? For, as excellently Bradford, the way of 
Chriſt is the ſtrajghr way ,& fo ſtraight, that as few 
can finde ir,& few walke in it,ſonane can halt init, 


| { man halc,he is likero falloff the bridge into the pit 


| built on the ſand cannoritandalwaies. If atempeſt 


bur muſt needs goe vpright.For as the {traightneſle 
will ſuffer noreeling tothis fide or that (ide: ſoifany | 


ofeternalldeftruQion, An vnſound horſethar-hath 
ſomeſecret faulr, may carrie as good athew as the 


uell as freſhly and cheerefully, as any, but at length 
he tires and gives ouer. Sois it withan vnſound and 
deceitfull Chriſtian, Notwithſtanding all his faire| 
beginnings, and hopefull entrances, yet hee conti- 
nuesnort. Let an Apple ſecme neverfſo beaurifull,if 
it berottenat core,itwillquickly putrifie. The houſe 


ariſe, downeit goes, it falls, andthe fall thereof is 
great, like that of Jeruſalem, which thovgh it were 


once gone,may not long ſtay aboue-ground. lt muſt 
| needs be buried. So the hypocrites graces wanting: 


throwneimcorhe pit?Standerh irnor vsthenin hand | 


ſoundeſt, and at the firſt for a mile, or two will tra-| 


In Epift, 


Math.7, 


a moſt glorious and godly Ciry,yetit was whollyru- 
ined, and leuelled with the ground , wor 4 f{one left 
vf0n 4 ſtone. So great is thefall of theſe ſandy Chri- 
fiians, that it euen aſtoniſheth them chatknewthem 
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—— 


before, when they flood flouriſhing intheir pride and 
beauty. So that here alſo wee may tranſlate thoſe 
words of the Propherfrom the ontward goods,and 


| apply them to the inward graces of the wicked. 0h 


how horrible and ſodainly are they conſumed?Thou haſt 


| ſet them,and their graces to0ogwm ſlippery ground, As 4 


dreame they vaniſh,&c. And as they in the Propher 
lament 7zr ws and Side, with the like lamentation 


Chriſtian.7hos haſt brene in Eden,the garden of God, 
45 one of the faireſt trees thereof, Euery pretious ſtone 
w45 in thy garmennythe Rubythe Topaze the diamond, 
CF. But alas,alas, theſe great ones that were cloathed 
with purple and ſilke.For in one hoare are all theſe ri- 
ches come 10 deſolation.\eſterday flouriſhing like one 
of the gallanc Lillies , putting downe Salomon inall 
his glory,and alas to day caft into the fiery Oucn of 
hell. The many gourdsof excellent graces ſpronted 
vp ſodainly ,and grew mightily,and vnder their ſha- 
dow ye ſat reioycing : bur alas with 7onas his ioy, 


| |For theworme of a deceitful! hart in one night hath 


| as ſodainly conſumed them all. Sothat nowye are 
worſe then cuer. before; as 19n4h after the perithing 
of his gourd, troubled noronly with the ſun,bur alſo 
with the Eaſ-winde.Thewinds of the Diuels temp- 


ſcorching ſunne of thine. owne concupiſcence and 
corruption; free liberty ſhall be giuento thy former- 
ly reſtrained corruption;and foraſmuchas thou waſt 
alwaies a Sow, power of re-entrance (hall be gran- 
red to the impureſpirit,with the company of ſeuen 


worſe, thar as once he did thoſe Gadaren Swine,he 


—. 


may we bewaile the pirtifull ruines of the vnſound” 


rations ſhall be let looſe more fiercely toinrage the | 
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| | that God will be like thee, that as thou eareſt vp 
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| may carrie thee headlong into the filthy and wiry 
ſea of thine owne fleſhlineſſe , there to wallow and 
/tumble as before thy cleanſing. God hath threat-| 
,ned, and he will beas good as his word,toſpueoutr | 
the luke-warme out of his mouth. Thinke not now | 


| thy vomit, ſo he will his, and ſuffer thee, after thou 
'art Once vemited,to comeinto his ſtomack againe. 
Nays becauſe hee ſaw thou waſt ſuch a dogge that 
'chou wouldſt returne to thy finne,which thou hadfl 
vomited,therefore hath heſpued theeour for cuer ; 
toteach thee by his examplein ſpuing thee out, how 
thou ſhouldſt haue ſpued thy ſin out, namely with- 
out a deſire of eyer returning to it againe, as the 
Iſraelites to their forſaken Agypt. Such Ifraclites, 
that aftertheir departure from Egypt, carrie yet a 
diſpoſition of returning, in the witdernes muſt they 
dic, into Godsreſt neuer muft they enter. O miſe- 
rablecaſeofthe hypocrite,whichis ſo deſperate,and 
irremediablc! The fall ofthe ſandy houſe, ſaith our 
Sauiour, & great. Herein great,becauſeſo quaſhed 
' in ſhivers, that it cannot be reared vp againe, and 
the curſe of God is ſuch vponir, being fallen, that 
like Iericho and Ieruſalem it is irreedifiable. With 
my whole heart hane 1 ſought thee, ſaith Dauid, ſuffer 
me n0t to wander from thy commandements. Inſinua- 
ting thereby, that ſuch as doe not ſecke God with 
their whole hearts,thar isin {inglenefle of heart, vn- 
fainedly God will ſuffer themro wander in crooked 
blinde wayes,and that fearefully and irreturneably. 
Tothelike purpoſe is that in the ſame Plalme, Ze? 
my beart be priobt in thy flatutes,thef 1may never be 
Bb 3 aſhamed. 
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s/hamed. Thoſe thenthat are not vpright in heart, 
God owes them aſhame, and will afſuredly pay it 
vntothem.ls it nota ſhame fora man in good trade 
to proue bankerupt,and turne begger? will hee not 
be aſhamed to looke any body in the face, that 
knew him before? ſo ſurely is it with the deceitful 
Chriſtian, when he is thusfallenaway ; being now 
made a miſerable ſpeacle, and asit were a mon- 
ſer to be pointedat with the finger, that as the true 
Ifraclice is noted out with a Behold, for imitation, 
Behold a true Iſraclite,ss in whomno guilelo he with 
a Behold, for deteſtation, behold the man that tooke 
not God for hu ſtrength. \What a ſhame is this,when 
itwill be ſaid, wasnot this the great profeſfour, the 
carneft Preacher? and lo now, with Dewas, he hath 
imbracedthe preſent world. Did not Adams Apo- 
ſtaſie fill his face with ſhame 2 Howſoever ſome- 
times this kinde of men haue faces of wainſcote,and 
forcheads of brafſe, yertheir conſcience, I dare ſay, 
is aſhamed to ſee God diſcover their filthy naked» 
neſſe , by taking away their very ſhowes of grace, 


| conclude then this firſt motiue, with the words of 
our Sauiour,whoſe it is. Take heede of hypocriſie, For 
there is nothing hid, that ſtall not be reucaled, noy co- 
wered , that ſhall not be knowne, How righteous, O 
Lord, isthis thy iudgement vpon hypocrites? They 
are not that they ſeeme , and are thought to be: 
Therefore at laſtthey (hall ſeeme, and-be thought to | 
be that, they are. | 

2 Sincerity is the higheſt perfection attamable | 
tn this life. That which is wanting inthe meaſure | 


| MR 


||. 


| 


: 


| 
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of obedience and holineſſe,is made vp in the truth, 
and ſoundneſſe thereof. Therefore Peter, being 
asked of the weaſure of his loue to Chriſt, loveſf thou 
memore thentheſe? anſwerethonely concerning the 
truth; beingasked of the quantity, anſwereth onely 
concerning the quelity, Lord,thow knoweſt that 1 leue 
thee. For the quantity,it matters not ſo much with 
thee : None Joues thee fo muchas hee ought: bur 
for the ſincere quality, which is all inall with thee, 
as for that, I appealeto thy ſelfe. Hence it isthat 
where the Scripture ſpeaketh of perfeQion, itis to 
be vnderſtood of ſincerity, in the feeling of imper- 
fetion,and in an earneſt defiring,and aſpiring after 
perfection, Thoſe thatin one place are ſaid to be 
p_ in another, by way of expoſitionare ſaid to 
e vpright. 

3- Where ſincerity is, there God both couers 
and ewres all other infirmitics. As hypocriſie drow- 
neth many excellent graces, and cauſeth God to 
rake no notice of them ; ſo contrarily ſincerity ma- 
ny grofle infirmities , and by drawing the eye of 
God toit ſelfe, cauſcth it ro winkeat them. How 
many infirmities ſcaped from the good Prophet 
Dasia? his numbring the people , his counterfei- 


ting madnefle , his colluſion with A4chi/h, his raſh 


anger, and furious ſwearing and vowing the death 
of Nabal, and his vniuſt dealing with good poore 
Mephiboſheth. Theſe things were ſinnes , yet ſince- 
rity was 2 vayle vnto them. Becauſe ſincerity was 
not ſoſbaken in his other ſinnes as in his murther, 
and adultery, God that tooke ſome ſpeciall notice 
of this laſt , would take none at all of the other; 
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Theheartof Pauid, ſaiththe Scripture, was vpright 
inall things, ſane in the matter of Priah.\Nhenat He- 
zekiahs Paſle-oucr , there had beene ſome want in 
ſomeof the people their preparation, yet Hezekiah 
charitably preſumingof the ſincerity, and honeſty 
of their hearts, prayes thus for them,The good Lora 
be mercifull to him that prepareth his whole heart to 
ſeeke the Lord God,thouph he be not clenſedaccording 
to the purification of the SantFuarie. Lo how ſincerity 
preua:led againſt the defeRtoflegall purification,be- 
ing more powerfull ro draw Gods blefling,thenthe 
other his curſe. Some of A/aes infirmities having 
beene mentioned by the holy Ghoſt , as that the 
high places were not takenaway, yet the concluſt: 
on is, T et hi heart was vpright towards the Lordall 
his dates. Lo how all other his infirmities are coue- 
red with the mantle of ſincerity, Contrarily in Jehs, 
wee may obſerve , howtheholy Ghoſt aftera large 
deſcription of many excellent things done by him, 
doeth at laſtas ir were draw a crofleline , and blot 
outall ſpoken before with this concluſion 3 Bur chu 
regarded not to walke inthe law of the Lord with all 
his heart. Lo how all other his graces arcburied in 
the graue of an vnſound heart, Great verrucs, not 
ſweerned with ſincerity , are no ornament vntovs : 
And great znfirmities , not ſoured with hypocriſie, i | 
are no great deformities. Thoſe God acknowledoes | 
not : theſe God /mputesnot. | 
4 Neither doth God couner onely, but intime 
curealſoſincerities imper feCtions;giving it ſtrength 
and daily increaſe of gracetopret aile againſt them, 


For the cyes of the Lord behold all tie earth roſhew | 
him- | 


—— 
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| Howſocuer they may be weake in'themſclues, yet 


they ſhall feele Gods ſtrength perfeting it ſelfe in 
their weakneſle, For as itis in the Pfalme, with the 
vpright thou wilt bevpright ; thou wilt not faile him 
in his neede. No, The Lord is neere to ther that call 
vpop him,that call vpon himin trathghe is necrewith 
the powerfull preſence of his ſpirit, to help themiin 
all theirneedes,ro relieue,and-ſuccour themagainſt 
all their infirmities and temptations. Vhereupon 
the Pfalmiſt prayes, Doe good © Lord to them that 
are true in heart ; yea,and aſſures vs out of his owne 
experience that God is good to 1/rael,cuenin the mid- 
deſt ofaffiition and tempration,but to whar Iſrael? 
to thepurein heart.” And Paul promiſeth ſuch as arc 
ſoriple to euill that is fincere-hearted, that they (hall 
nor alwaies be held captiuevnder their infirmities, 
butat length Sathan-ſhall-be-troad vnder their fect. 
It is the wont of the Lord to reward the: {incerity 


.of a little grace, with abundanceof greater graces. 


| Nathaniel , before his comming to Chriſt, could 
{ haueno great knowledpe, yer being a true [ſraelite, 


void of guile, Chriſt further inlightens him, 'gines 


| him the ſighr ofthe rrue Meffiah,not onely bodily, 
| bur ſpirituall,jndues him with true faith,and promi- 
| ſes him ſtill greater matters. Alas,the weake & dim 


knowledge that the poore Eunuch , and Cor nelizes 
had in the myſtery of godlineſſe : yer becaufe ac- 


had, they worſhipped God ſincerely, an Euange- 
{:*was ſent tothe one, and bothan Angell, andan 


Apoſtle to the other , bringing the reward of their 


fincerity 


-_ 


| 


| cording to that poore meaſure of knowledge they | 


| 
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| richly gifted as themſelues : like as the fooliſh vir- 


| lampes, werefaine ro begge oyle of thewiſe. Hence 
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{incericy in their hands,the clearer lightofthe Goſ-| 
pell, and a fuller largeſle of ſpirituall gifts, For as 
the curſe of God is vpon hypocriſtetodecreafe and 
deſtroy a great deale, a greatſtocke of grace,ſo the 
blefling of God is vpon incerity to increaſe thelit- 
tle ftocke, the two mites, the graine of Muſtard-ſeed 
oflincerity. So that asin the outward eſtate, ſo alſo | 
in the inward, itis true which the Prophet ſpeaketh 
of the true childeof God. A /:#tle unto the righteoms 
zs better then great riches tothe wicked, For as Gods 
curſe blowes vpon the great reuenues of wicked 
men, ſothar they often fall into decay, and are for-| 
ced, as the Pſalmiſt ſayth , to come and borrow, 
euen of the godly man, who is poorer, that is, hath 
not ſo much as they: ſo alſo is it in-the ſpirituall 
riches of the hypocrites graces compared with the 
vpright Chriſtians. Their great gifrs they haue 
proſper not : inthe time of their trouble they are 
glad to borrow as it were of poorer men , to craue 
comfort and reliefe.of mcaner Chriſtians , not ſq! 


gins in the parable, for all the grear blaze of their 


it.is chat the vpright mans little portion of grace,is 
better then the greater ſhare of the hypocrite; be- 
cauſe it thriues in his hands, and by his good huf- 
bandry quickly riſes; the ſecret curſe of God, as a 
moath,. eating vp, and waſting the other. Is nor a 
little ſpring better then a great pond ? Yes. For in 
Summer, when the great pond is dried vp, the little 
ſpring ftill holds our, and does vs ſeruice. S' is ir | 


with the graces of ſincerity, Though they are but | 
lice 


m<——_— 
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lirtle as the oyle in the cruſe, and che meale in the 
barrell of the Sarepzan widdow, yetthey haue ſuch 
a ſpring, that as thee held out in the famine, when 
many of better eſtate, in all likelihood, periſhed, ſo 
whentheproud hypocrite that, had ten. talents, is 
broken , and hath brought his ten talents ronone, 
yetthe humble ſincere Chriſtian, that had but two 
calents, continues ſtill, and hath brought his two 
to foure, his fiueralents to ren. And whats the rea- 
ſon of this encreaſe? Euen his ſincerity. Becauſe thou 
haſt beene faithful , ſaith our Sauiour , zp a li:tle, / 
will make thee ruler over much. Surely Dauid,as all 
other Chriſtians, had no grear ſtocketo begin with- 
all : for tbe kingdomeof heanen,in the brit beginning, 
is but as a 2rame of Muſtard:-ſerd i yet in ſhort ſpace 
of time , that his little, faichfully imployed , and 
wiſely husbanded, brought ſo admirable an cn- 
creaſe,thatthe poore Prentiſe got before thericheſt 
Merchants in this kinde, cucn the Teachers them- 
ſelues, and the graue ſages, and ancient Fathers, 
that had of a long time knowne him that was from 
the beginnizg,were of his old acquaintance,and were 


| in Chriſt long before hims, I, the other day a poore 


puny,a freſh-man.baue now got more underſtanding, 
then all my teachers, for all their great reading, yea 
then all my anxcients , tor all their long experience. 
Burhow might this come to paſſe? Becauſe I kept thy 


namely the grace to remember thename of Godin 


| the night,to make his ſtatutes my ſongs in the houſe 


of my pilgrimage, &c. becauſe 7 kept thy precepts. 
5 Sincerity as ic lefſens ſomething our cuil!,fo ir 


precepts, namely in ſincerity. 7his 7 had, faith heeg} 
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| lives by his hands, having beene faithfull in that 


| {incerity in his calling be greaterthen theirs is in 


| ther with them! , the heart is giuen to God. And 
| the more a man giues of his heart ro God the more 


weigh butlight: but herheartweighed heauy. And 


| aboue the greater, butfarre morchartleſle, largeſſe 
| ofthe Phariſe. Sincerity is to our workes, as ſpirit 


| as feathers. Hypocriſte,ſuchis the filth of it,imba- 
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amplifies and addes to the glory of ourgood aQti- 


ons, even ſuch as are but of the lower ſort. There | 
| isnotthe meaneſt aRion whatſocuer , which ſince- 


rity will not ſera fairegloze vpon-, andprocure-it; 
thar grace iti the:eyes of God,that in ſomereſpects 
it ſhall be marchable euen to workes farre-greater, 


in their owne nature. A poore labouririg manthat 


place, andperforming ſincere obediencetherein to 
God, may haueas much comfort on his dearfy-bed, 
as the beſt Miniſter, and Magiſtrate, whoſeſeruice 
yetis init ſelfe farre more honourable. Yea, if his 


theirs , his comfort alſo ſhall be greater. For God 
regards not fo much the matter, as the forme ofour 
obedience, not ſo muchthe thing that wee doe, as 
the affection wherewith wee doe it. Where fince- 
rity is, there, inthe meaneft workes that are, toge- 


acceptable is his worke. The widdowes mite could 


ſo her heart being put toher mire, gaue it weight 


is to our bodies, maketh it farre better,then a grea- 
ter, where there is more fleſh , bur lefle ſpirit. O 
rare and excellent vertue of fancerity vvhich can 
make light drammes , and barly cornes as maſhe 
and ponderous,as the huge talents, Whereas con» 
trarily the want of fincerity maketh talents as!ight 


ſeth | 
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ſerh the pureſt merttals, and turneth very gold, yea 
pretious ſtones intoruſtie iron ; Conrrarily, finceri- 
ty in an excellent kinde of 4/chymz turneth iron in- 
regold, and as once our Sauiour, water into wine. 
Hypocrifie cauſeth the moſt glorious vvorkes of 
almes,prayer,preaching, with great indignation to 
be reicced: (incerity the pooreſt workes,of keeping 
{heepe, ſweeping the houfe,&c. with great fauour 
to be accepted. Sincerity then is all in all. A fin» 
cere Rahab, is better then an vnſound 1udas. As in 
the naturall body to vſe S. 4n/tens compariſon,the 
caſe of the ſound fingeris ſafer then of the blindi(ſh 
eye. The finger indeede is but a little ſmall thing, 
and cannot doe ſuch ſeruice as the eye, it is not of 
that admirable nimbleneſle and quickneffe , nor 
cannot guide , and dire& the whole body, as the 
cycdoth. And yer it is better to bea finger,and to 
be ſound, then to bean eye, and to bedimme, and 
darke,ready to fall our of the head. Better in Gods 
family tobe a faithfull doorc-keeper , and foro be 
ſure to hold our place, then to be an vnfaithfull 
Steward, and ſowith him inthe Goſpell,to bethruſt 
out, and come to the danger of begging. When 
wecome to die, it is notthe greatneſſe, or the mul- 
[ticude of thoſe good workes which wee haue done, 
but the good diſpoſition of an honeft and ſincere 
| heart, in the doing of them that muſt then ſtand vs 
in ſtead. The Pſalmiſt pronounces them bleſſed, 
that arevprightinrtheir way. He maketh no choife 
of the way, he doth not ſay,Bleſſed are they rhat are 
vpright in the way of the miniſterte, or the magi- 
ſtracie, but ſpeaking indifferently of any way allow- 


| _ able 
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2 Cor-1.12» 


| miracles, his preaching, planting of. Churches, con- 


| Let vsheare himſclfe ſpeake. This is our reiejcing, 


| 
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able by the word, be it neuer ſo ſimple, or meanc, 
he ſich, Blefled arcthevpright intheir way, what- 
ſocuer it be , be it burto be a drudge ina kitchin, 
yet he that is vpright in.this way is bleſſed, as eon- 
trarily he that .is not vpright in a fairer, and more 
glorious way , asthe way of Apoſtieſhjp, is curſed. 
GOD lookes not fo much to the way , as to thy 
foot in walking in the way. Let the way be neuer fo 
meane, yet no diſcomfort, it thou walke in it vp- 
rightly: let-it be never ſo glorious, yet nocomfort, 
ifchou walke init haltingly. Therefore Ezekiah be- 
ing ſtrucken with that thunderbolr of the ſentence 
of death,what was his comfort? Euen this,the con- 
ſcience:of his f{incerity. O Lord, thou kneweſt I haue 
walked with an wWrip bt heart. This was his onely re- 
fuge. Though thoſe good works he had done wete 
in regard of his calling of the higheſt note, the re- 
ſtoring of the true worſhip of God , the purging of 
the defiled remple, and prieſthood: yer hee doth 
not comfort himſelfe with theſe ſo worthy workes 3 
O Lord thou knoweſt I haue cleanſed thy ſan&ua- 
ric, erected thy worſhip, repaired the decayed wals 
of Icruſalem, renued the glory and beanty of thy 
$/0y; no5 but without inſtancing in any particu- 
lars, he had doneghe mentions onely the manner of 
doing , his ſincerity of affeCion in all his doings, 
1 haue walked before thee with a perfect heart.Sohow 
many , and glorious were the workes -of Pawl, his 


uerſion of ſinners, ſuffering of perſecutions. Yet 
reuiewing his life, what was his chiefeſt comfort ? 
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not that wee haue caſt out the Diuels, healed the 
 ſicke, clenſed rhe lepers, by the thunder of my 
preaching cauſed Sathan to fall downe from; Heas. 


' uen [ike tghtning ; (no none of all-theſe were his Aug in Pfal 


' comfort: Juts that in ſumplicizze,and godly pareneſſe 129. Now voluit 


\ we have had or conuerſation in the world. Henceiir | ApPolos gaw- 
| was thatthe Apoſtles when they recurned ro Chriſt dere ex eo quod 
preprium habe- 


| retoycing in their viQory- ouer the- Diuvell were | 3a, fed ex w 
checked , and bidden to reioyce not in any other | 9*%4/cmcere- 


| 715 ſalutem tene- 


thing, then in thatwhich every ſincere Chriſtian, ! 7,101 


| gard-re Atofto. 


| though never ſo meane, and contemptible,may re- 
joyce inas well as they, namely, that their names | >14eg-ndes 
p . & tu. Qu mods 
were written in heauen. | 2: Sentooy 
6- The ſpectall hatred , and antiparhie that is in |/ bona inpa. 


almento #quats 


God againſt-deceitfulnefſe {hould be a ftronp mo- |, un, 1 


tive vato ſincerity. Therecan be no vnion berwixt | non compagina- 
God, and the hypocrire,in regard of the great dif-| ,” Frome 
fimilicude of diſpoſtions. Godis ſingle ; and hee ' girarur es nu 
is double : having a heart and a heart, and there- a y_ 
* #4 < ' Qz:ale eff FÞi pon 
fore cannotbe as Dauid, a min according to Gods | 7,,,; 7107 


heart. The hypocrite 1s crooked , and G - IS | diffortum of 
ſtraight : And how will you compact together | qued polmiſts : 


43 
3 Ita Or turum 


arid make euen ſtraight and:crooked ? How can | ,,mm:iu diſtor- 
there bee friendſhip betwixt them.that are every | '»m nopore// 


cellineari reE[5- 


way of contrary diipofitions? But where.there is | ,,;,*.;".. 
likenefle of manners there cafily will hearrs be glu- | nn pore/ftin ils 
ed., and riveted together. Now the vpright in | #7: vt te 


, 'yeat ills, ov fiat 
heart areaccording to Gods owne heart, and thet ec» brink 
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| himſelfe with his owne mouth will commend; yea, 
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fore as Salomon ſaics, they are his d:light. The Lord Pſegn 
ſolouerh the truth in the inward parts, that hee Joan 


and admirethe truelſraclites, Behold a irue1ſraciite, | 
ſaid 


af 


q 


Reuel, 3.16. 
Magi culpa dige 
neſt, que ad 0. 
ſleatationem et 
laudem lachry- 
mas ſundit,qua 
que corporal 
ftudin pulchrits- 
dinis colocatur 
facis,ſtibicq; de. 


prinzitur.hom, 6, 
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faid our Lord of Nathaniel. Though ſincerity lurke 
with Sas/, and carenot forbeing beheld, yer God 
brings it forth colight, and bids others behold ir. So 
true 15 that ofthe Apoſtle, that the true Iewesprazſe 
is of God, Was it thought ſuch a matterfor Achilles 
to haue the Poet Homer deſcriber of his vertues? O 
the glory then of the ſincere Chriftian, that ſhall| 
haue God himſeclfe the rrumpetter of his praiſes ? 
But he loathes and abhorres the hypocrite, cuenas 
the ſtomacke doth luke-warme water, hee diſtaſtes 
him as much as he doth the groſle and open offen- 
ders. Therefore it is that he yoakes them with ſuch | 
intheirpuniſhment. Doe good O Lord to the truein 
heart. But thoſe that turxe afide by their crooked 
wazes, them (that is hypocrites) the Lord ſhall leade 
away with the workers of iniquity; yea,and reproach- 
eth them with their name, when hee inflits the pu- 
niſhment, Depart ye workers of iniquity. Therefore 
it is alſo, thatwhenhe would threaten a man a grie- 
uous puniſhment indeed, he-ſaies, he will gize him 
his portion with hypocrites. And indeede the hypo- 
crites puniſhment muſt needes be very gricuous, 
ſince he muſt be ſpewed out of Gods mouth. Now 
the baſeſt places that are, we thinke good enough 
to caſt vp our gorge in. Soodious isthe luke-warme 
hypocrite in the eyes of GOD, that in ſome re- 


-gard hee can better away with the ſtarke colde 


Atheiſt, and openly prophane and ſcandalous Epi- 
cure, as who would not rather haue an open, then a 
ſecret and friend-like enemie. Chryſo/tome ſayes 
well, that ſhee is a worſe woman that in hypocriſie 
blurres her face with teares , that ſhee might be 


iudged 
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iudged. an. humbled penitentiary ,-then' ſhe.that 
beauties it with p inted colours, thar ſhe might 


' be reputeda faire and louely creature.. Andinthe | 


ſame proportion of reaſon wee may ſay that God | 
more hateth the popith : pharifaicall:pining -of the 
. body. by counterteic fafting/, then the Epicuriſh 
' pampering of the body with gluttony, and belly- 
| cheare. So outof conceitis God with hypocriſie, 
' And this he ſhewes moſt, apparantly , in that hee 
will not indure he ſhould come necre him in-any 
ſeruice, or ſacrifice of prayer , or praiſe. For his | 
ſharpe noſe cafily diſcerneth, and is offended with 
the ſtinking breath of his rotten lunges; though 
-his wordes be neuer ſo ſented, and perfumed with 


7  Andas inother regardes God thinkes him 


| vnfit:to come neete him, ſo ſpecially in the funi- | 


on of the miniftery. Some ſuch indeede haue 
comeneerehim,as 1#dxs amonfſt the Apoſtles: Bur 
often hath he caſt chem out with reproach ,as vnſa- 
uory falt into the dunghill, Whatfoeuer their other 
ſufficiencics , and inablements may bee, yet their 
| wantof a ſound heart makes God hold them vn- 
worthy of this honorable calling. For this is the 
| peciall thing required of the diſpeſers of Gods ſecrets, 
| that enery man bee found faithfall. Therefore when 
Simon Mazns would haue been medling heere , S7- 
mon Peter thruſt him away, and told him plainly, 


| 


' right in the fight of God. But though all, with this 
' Simon, arenot thus kept out, yet God ſhewes his 


And marke the reaſon, why 3 for thine heart is not 


Cc diflike | 


1 Cor.4,2, 


thou haft no part, or fellowſhip in ths miniftration.| ag.g..x. 
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diſlikeof them ſome other wayes,cither caſhiering' 
them with great diſgrace,orelfe making both them 
and their miniſteris vile and contemptible. For the | 
Leuir. 20.3, | Lord will be ſanct1fied in them that come neere him, if 
notin the ſincerity of their ſantFificxtion, yer certain- 
ly inthe ſeneritic of their condemnation. | 
8 And as the Hipocrite is thus vnfit for God, fo 
alſo forall good men co haue any thing ro dowith ; | 
ſuch blemiſhes are they, and indeede the very bot - 
Aare.15, |ches of any Chriitian ſocietie. /zdja defired Pau! 
and $7lz vpon no other condition to enter into 
her houſe, then this; if they had iudged her faith- 
full. And Da#zd, having prayed for the ſweet com- 
pany, and communion of the godly , Let/uch as 
feare thee turne vnto me and [ſuch as know'thy zejlings-' 
nies, ummediately addeth another prayer ; Let py | 
heart be vpriaht in thy ſtatutes, that 1 may never be 4- | 
ſhamed. Inſinuating thereby that he ſhould be vofic| 
for the company of Godschildren,vnleſſe hisheart 
were vpright. Asthereforein'the former ſpeach he | 
| "i  praicd for the company of the godly, fo in the lat- || 
| cer for thatwhich might make him meete for their || 
| company, ſo that he might hojd our in that bleſſed || 
| fellowſhip; withour being aſhamed,when in the end | 
{| for want of finceritie heeſhould be ſhaken off by his 
Y | _ _ companions. And againe the ſame Prophet deſcribs |} 
| 


—_ 


| 


— | 


{ 
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f Pl.119.,79.80, 


ing what kindof Court hewould have when he came |} 
to the Kingdome, baniſherh from it the deceitful || 
perſon,and makes choiſe onely of the faithfull. Aire || 
| Phl.iond.z. | cs [hall be to the faithfull of the land, that they may 
| | dwell with me. He that walketh in a perfect way be ſhall || 
| ſerne me. There ſhalt no deceitful perſon awll within || 
my hou'e. _ $-Againe, 
\ Ska Hr 
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hegradgeth ir rhe leaſt ſucceſſe in any thing it go- 
| | 
' ethabout. Jacobs fonnes hauing rreacheroully fold 
their brother, would yer couer their f1n, as with a lie, 


ſo with a fained hypocriticall conſolation of rheir| 


' mournefull olde Father, But with all cheir words 
could nor they inthelcaſt ſort cheere him vp. They 
were but m/erable comforters , becauſe faines. 


| Henceitisthatthe bleſſing of God is nor ſo vſuall, 


nor ſolarge vpon the labours of hypocrites,though 
 neuer ſo well qualified, as of fincere Preachers, 
' thoughotherwiſe of meaner gifts. if cho# wilt turne 
' Vn30 we, thou ſhalt connert ſaid God to !erewy, And 
this is giuen as the reaſon of ob» the Baprtitts ſo 
eat ſuccelle in conuerſion of ſoules, becauſe hee 
{hould haue the ſound, 8 powerfull ſpirit of Elzas.He 
ſoall connert,ſaiththe Angell to:Zacharie,many of the 
children of 1{rael to their Lor df89&\ hy ſo? For he ſhal 
oe before him,not in the ſpirit of bypocriſie, but in the 
ſpirit andpower of Elias. So where the good hand of 
Godis noted in thefucceſle of Z/raes iourny,thisrea- 
ſonis giuen therof, cuen E/raesfaithful & honeſt hart 
ro Godward. He came to Jeruſale according tothe good 
hand of his Ged that was-vpon him.For Eſra had prepa- 
red his bart to ſeek the law of the Lord & to do it £5, 
10, Well, but this ſometimes befals ſincerity, 
for it further triall to be denied ſucceſſe,God forbid 
yet that any one ſhould be indged an hypocritefor 
want of ſucceſſe. This would argue want of charity 
and indgement? but to ſce the miſery of an hypo- 
crite in the want of ſucceſle,and the happines of the 
ſincere profeſſor inthe ſame cafe, For the one hath 
Ce 3 comfort 


Againe,hypocrifie is ſo loathed by God, that} 


| 


| Gen. 37.35. 


Ter.15.19- 
Luc,1.16, 


Eſra.9.9, 10. 
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+ {thinke with himſelfe. How ſhould I looke that God 
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comfort inthe conſcienceof his ſincerity: the other. 
is vexed , and tormented with the guilt of his vn- | 
ſoundneſſe, and raketh this puniſhment as a iuſt re-. 


| bukethereof. The vnſound miniſter,let his paines be | 


neuer ſo great\, his-preaching neuer fo proficable, 
yet, if it take not, hath iuſt'cauſe rolay the blame | 
not vpon his hearers,but himſcife. For well may he | 


ſhould grace words comming from a corrupt, and 
impurcheart,with theatrendance of his holy ſpiric? 
But ſuch miniſters , as in the want of ſucceſſe, are 
priuy to themſelues of their owne ſincericie , they 
may ſay with Paul, 2 Corinthians 344.5. If our Goſ- 
pell bet hid ,it is hid to them that periſh. VWhy to? 
For we preach not our felues but Chriſt leſwi the Lord, 


and our ſelues your ſeruants for Teſas ſake. Marke how 
(rhe apoſtle alleagethhis ſincerity in the diſcharge 
of his rminiſtery as'&#62fon of comfort,when it pre- 
 ualled-not ; affuringHiknſelfe vpon this ground that 
the fault was .ih the hearers theinſelues , and not in 


him , or in his' preaching. The hypocrites ſucceſſe 


good as none. For all the ioy of his ſuccefle is daſh: 
ed with the confciericeof hisown hypoctify.VWher- 
as the ſincere Chriſtian as he is vnder the promiſe of 
ſucceſle, and ſo often hath ir: ſowhen for iuſt cauſes 
God ſees it nor firtoaccompliſhthis hispromiſc,be-- 
ingonely condiziona]l,yet then hath he more com- 
fort in his /acceſſeleſſe ſincerity,then the hyvocrite for 
his life can haue in his moſt /acceſſefull and happieſt 
hypocriſje, Yea thelincere Chriftian being a behol- 
der of his{uccellc, often carries away althe comfort 


p_ is either none at all, or comfortleſſe, and lo as | 


thereof 
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thereof, when the miſerable hypocrite humſelte is 
ickt drye and deflitute. the ſucceſle of a good wotk 
done in ſincericy is ſpecially comforrable ro the wo:- 
| |kerhimfelfe, aboue thatic is to others, Coatrarily, 
| that comfort which is inthe ſuceefſeot an hypucri- 
ticall good worke is wholy others, the workeman 
himſelfhath not theleaſt iot. Hence S. Paul though 
the falſe Apoſtle were his aduerfaries,and preached. 
of enuy to vexe him,and thought little of prouiding 
matierof comfort for him, yethe reioyced in their 
preaching,and the fruitthereof. Vhereas yet they 
chemſclues, preaching onely of vaineglory and con» 
tention, could not haue the leaſt comfort thereby. 
11 Laſtly, in all dangers,triais,temptations, /:- 
1 ceritie mal eth vs valiant and couragious, begertting 
in vs che true manly,generous and heroicall ſpirits, 
| eucn thar Zzon-ltke boldnes ſpoke of in the Pronerbs, | 
[r is not put out of countenance with the falſe accu 
| |ſations of flanderous tongues. It throweth them off, 
! jas Pauldid the viper vnhurt;yea,in a holy ſcorning. 
! [ir laughethart them, asthe wilde aſle in 7ob dothar | 


the horſe &the rider, No,no,the breſt-plateof righ- | 


teouſnes, the brazen wall of a good conſcience fea-' 
reth no ſuch arrows. It faith with Paul, paſſe net for 
mans indgement. Though mine aduerſary ſhould write 
| | a bookeatainſt me , would 1 not tate it vpon my ſhoul-| 
7 |[der& bma it as a crowne vnto melaith 1b.Yea,ur-! 
| {therſaiththatholy man,7 w:ll tell kinthe number of 
2.9 goings, 1 will acquaint him with my whol life, 8& 
let him picke what hee can thereour, ſo little doe [| 
knew by my ſelfe: 'O the confidence of ſmceritie: yea 
yet further, 7wil come vato him,not as a guilty trem: ; 
Cc 3 bling | 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 


Pinilt.s, 


Prow28.1, 


1 Cor. 432» 


Tob 31.3539. | 


_ OA rt OA Ir oe 


| Phil.4.8. 
| ÞCV21CU, 


GO —_ 


Mark,6.20., 
rt Sam. 19,14. 


I 5: 
2 Tim.1.7- 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| 


— CC ren — aero err een nn, 


; bling {lane,but as # prizce,thar being rongly auar-' 


| dedborh with armed-men, and his ſubiects loue ; 
| and imboldened with the might & right of his own 
' power;zwalkes ſ{ecurely,and without feare.O the no- 
| bleſpirirs of ſincerity i And indeed cuery true Chri- 
| ftian, being a ſpirituall Prince,hath the ſpirit of rhe 


beſt Prince, as hauing.chat princely priuiledge of a 


a good conſcience within,the peace whereof, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh, is in ſtead of a g#ard againſt ad- 
verſary power. $11allnow ſuch a Prince,ſo guarded, 
regard the enmity of any? feare threatningsof any, 
though neuer ſo mighty?No. VVel may others feare 
him, as Heroa and Sax, proud tyrants did; the one 
ths,his poore miniſter, know-ne ſaith the Scripture, 
he was 4 iuſt man > holyzthe other Dauid,his poore 
{ubiec for-che ſame cauſe : but hee feares none but 
Godzneither yet him ſlauiſhly. God hath not ginen 
| vs the ſpirit of fe1re, but of power and loge, and of 4 


ſound mind,faiththe Apoſtle; oppoiing the ſpirit of | 


| feare to the ſpirit of ſoundnes & ſinceritie. And in- 


| deed as thereis nothing morebold then a {ofid con- 
ſciences fo nothing more baſe, or ſooner abaſhed, 
then an vnſound conſcience,deſtitute of this finceri-| 
ty: Eltah in his rags had the heart to goe meet Ahab 
in his robes,and Danid in themidit of all his repro- 
cnes, had the face to profeſſe the nameof God be- 
fore Kings and Princes,without cuer being blanked 
at theirpreſence. Fer, let a man benever ſo much 
deiced, this ſinceritie will reuiue, and refreſh his | 
ſpirir, and put new life into him. Contrarily. Peter, | $ 
when he ruſhed, in the preſumprivn of his'deceitfu]| 

heart | 
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{ i nall, and thou ſhalr not ſee any thing more abie&t 
| {or hartleſſe. Then is that ofthe Prophet verified ,7he 


| [fre ? Who among vs ſhall dwell with the enerlaſting 
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See how {mal a thing daunted himzcuen the words 
of a poore (ily wench. Who yet afterward, cloa- 
thed with this armour , was ſo ftout, and manly, 
that notthe high Prieſt himſelfe,nor all his priſons, 
norpuniſhments whatſocuer,could any thing appail 
him; ſoin the afflictions ſent by God, O therelicfe 
that then ſincerity yeelds within , when alt other 
things faile vs ! This cauſeth vs to lift vp our heads 
with toy ; when others areattheir very wits end for 
feare. The hypocrite in peace, and ſecurity, may 
ſeemeſtrong and valorous; but let God by ſome at- 
fliction dragge him our,as it were by the eares from 
his lurking hole,and conuent him before his tribu- 


ſinners in Sion are afraid; feare is come among the hy- 
pocrites. Who among vs ſhall awell with the dewourmg 


heart, into danger, withoutthis fence and fortifica- 
tion, how daſtardly a coward ſhewed hee himſelfe? 


Eſa,33.14- 


bernings ? But thefincere heart, cuen in this cafe, 
holds out confidentand cornfortable. When Chrift 
ſcemed to ſet himlelfe againſt Peter, and tocall the 
truth of his profeſſion intoqueſtion, with that three- 
fold pinching demand, Simon, loueſt thou me? Peters 
faithfull heart fiill held it owne , and ouercame in 


that wreftling, Lord,thon knoweſt 1 loue thee. O the 
boldnes of ſincerity,that dares make God the 1aage, 
when he makes himſelfe the accuſer! VWhen /ob had 
againſt him not onely the Diuellhis enemic,puſh- 
'1og at him with his poyſoned weapons , but euen 
| his owne friends, ſcourging him with their tongues, 
| Cc 4 yea 
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The deceit fulne efe of mans heart. 


yea his owne wife a thorne pricking him in the eye, 
| yea his owne God milcrably laſhing hisnaked ſoule | 
| with Scorpions , what was it that relecued him a-/ | 
| gainit all theſe, but the remembrance of his owne 
 vpr:ightneſle in the courſe of his life by-paſt 2 And | 
| therefore he ſaid, Yatill I dye 1 well nener take away 
Ko [nnocency from my ſelfe «My heart ſhall Bot Y cans 
| me for my dates. Who now would wantſucha com- 
| Pant Dn, ſucha friend as fincerity is, and thar ſtickes 
lo ciofe vnto vs, and | yeeldeth ſuch ſweet comfort, | 
| even inour ſoreſt trials, and hardeſt ſtreights ? 
| Herethen happily ſome, feeling the want this 
 {o neceſlary a grace , will enquire concerning the | Þ 
| Meanes tO attaine thereto. | 
The firſt meanes is for atnan alwaies to poſleſſe his | | 
| hearr with the apprehenſion of Gods preſence, and | | 
ſo ro keepe it in his feare continually , 7s walke as | | 
; Enoch aid, withGod, as being in his eye, and with | | 
| Moſes ſeeing him that isinuifible. Walke bi fore me, | 
\ fajch God to abr aham,and be upright. Firſt, Walbe be-. | 
| fore me, (ct thy ſelfe in my preſence, behold my all. 
ſeeing eye.that ſeeth in the darke,even inthe darkeſt 
corners of the heart, and then be vprieht. This ap- | 
' prehenſiun of Gods preſence will quaſh, and cruſh. 
 euen the very firſtrifings of hvpocriticall thoughts. | 
' What? God ecs me, and ſhalll dareto ally with | 
' hi mit buta man.nay if but a child could lo:ke j in- | 
to m+ hearr, | durſt nor deale doublely and deccite | | 
' fully. How then may | dare to doeſo,v henthe God | þ 
C fin <n 1. preſent,andbeholdsme > Hypocritte a-| | 
FT Fre: m the fecret Arheiſmeotthe hearr,v: here-| k 
1: Tafſh none ſeeth. And in this regad | þ 
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|  deceitfulneſſe ofman 
| The deceirfulneſſe o; mans hearg. 31 


| Ananiasand Saphira,a'paireofypble hypocrites are ROE 
| |faid co rempt God muheirhypocriſte,thatis tomake | 

-| | | rriallofhim , whether hewerepreſent euery where | 

& | orno,andſoknowingailthings were ableto reueale | 

d; | their hypocrifie. And for the tame cauſe did Petey | 

| 

4 


tell them , that they lzed not to men, but to the holy | 
' | | &hoſt;becauſe they thought they were our of Gods ' 
-' | | hearing, andonely Peter, and they with him,heard | 
S\ | them. Therefore the Church im the Plalmes (hew- | | 
| _eth how they were kept in their fincerity,trom dea-| pry 4 | 
{ ling falſly in theircouenanc with God; becauicthey | 
| | | remembred that God would fearch ir, as being the 
| | ſearcher of the heait. And 'S. Paul notably ioynes | 
| ' |theletwo together , IVe make not merchandiſe of the | 2 Cor.2.17, 
| ' | word of God; weplay not the huckſters witit it : bur | 
| | as of ſincerity, as of God,in the ſight of God ſpeake we in | 
£ Chr:j1.it is impoſſible for a man to ſpeake as in Gods 
| | | prefence, and not to ſpeake ſincerely, | 
= Alecond meancs is diligently to review all our 
| | | works of ob:gience as one,God did his of creation, 
| | {androobſervethepeaceand coinfort of conſcience | 
| | which we finde, whenwe do good things with good | 
| hearts, as on theccontrary the trouble and diſquier | 
| |of mindewhen we dootherwiſe, And withall.when | 
| ' we take our ſelues thus rardy,ina holy indignation, 
| ; ro take revenge of our ſelues, judging and condem.- | 
| ning our ſelves beforethe Lord: The very thinking | 
| : of the aſter-reckonings we mi{t come to, when we 
| | | havedoneovr worke, will make vs rake heede how | 
|| { wedocit For whois there that vſerh for all his ati- 
| ons, atthe daies ead'to cali himſelfe to a ſevere ex- | 
| amination,a: the hard Maſter doth his ſeruants,thart | 
muſt | 
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T he deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| muſt not ncedes in the very middeſt of his actions 
reaſon thus with himſelfe 2 Anon all this which 
now. I doe, muſt very narrowly be looked ouer, if it 
be not done faithfully and ſincerely , I ſhall ſmart 
for it then 3 Othe wrings and ſecret pinches which 
mine owne guilty heart will give me; yea the laſhes 
which by mine owne couenant, Iam ticd to giue 
my ſelfe, in caſe my worke be found blurred with 
hypocrifie? Itſtands me in hand thereforeto lvoke 
to it, that though my worke, by reaſon of my weake 
$kill, bebur meane, yet it may becleanc, though it 
benot fine , yet it may not be foule , being ſoyled 
and (lubbered with thefſlurre of a rotten heart, 

A third meanes 15 true humiliation of ſpirit. For 
where this is,there muſt needes bethe deniall of our 
ſelucs. And wherethere is true denial] of our ſelues, 
there is not hypocrifte; which teſtifietha man euen| Þ 
in ſeeking God, to ſecke himſeltfe, and inpreaching| | 
Chriſt,to preach himſelfe. And thereforethe A po-| | 
ſleoppoſing his owne ſincere, to others deccitfull| | 
preaching, ſaith,Ve preach not enr ſelues but the Lord | | 
| Jeſus. This is the ground of all vaſoundnes in religi- 
on, this want of humbling and denying our ſclues. 
| Forhenceit comes topaſſe,that weareſo caried and 
| 
| 


ww 


gn, 


ſwayed,cuenin our beſt aQtions,with the reſpets of 
our owne praiſe and profir, Therefore S. Lute notes 
that the wiſe builder, thar is, tne ſincere Chriſtian, 
Luk. 6.48. | drppes deepe, pamely in a deepe humiliation of his| | 
owneſoule ; whereas the fooliſh builder,that is, the | } 
hypocrite,b#i/ds without a foundation,that is,cnters| | 
vpon the profeſſion of religion without cuer being | 
| | truely humbled,and caſt downe for his m_ nd 
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| The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| 
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| hence the building comes to be vnſound, becauſe 
 vnfounded. That .the bear then may ſtand vpright 
; before God,it muſt firſt as it were make itlelt croo- 
| ked.in tooping and bowing it ſcife vnder his migh» 
tie hand in the exerciſes oft humiliation. Thar the 
heart may be whole , it muſtfirſt berent and bro- | 
| ken. Corrupt andimpure gold cannot be defecated 
and rid of the drofle, till itbe molcen, and -diflolued. 
Vnſound bodies ful of vitious humors cannot come | 
roany good eſtate,tillthey. bewell empricd by pur- ! 
gation..Crooked things cannetbe made traitwith- 
out the wringing of the hand. Humiliation: is that | 
which meits vs, purges vs,wrings vs,and ſo makes vs | 
of droſſie pure, of foggie found, of crooked ftraight | 
Chriſtians. Doeſt thou then defire to be a. fincere | 
Chriſtian indeed,.a true diſciple of Ieius Chriſt, to ' 
be freed.of all vaſound mixtures? chou muſt firſt be | 
broken and batrered in pieces, by the humbling | 
hand of God. thou muſt remember thy Maſters | 
rule, f «ny man. be-my Diſciple, let him dexie him- | 
ſelf 
Laſtly ,finceritie-being oppoſed to mixture,as the | Siacerm, ſe 
notation of the word teacheth, that which clenſeth | ©#774.,2war. 
our hearts from the defilement of ſuch mixtures 
| muſtnceds make vs ſincere. Now it is faith which | as x5. 


terrum miſt fit 


ſciſſum, 


purgeth,and purifieth rhe heart, Faith then appre-: 
hending thefincerity of Gods Joue in Chrifts death | 
to vs, and beholding there how Chriſt gaue his Hart | 


| tobe picrced for vs,cannor but make vsreturnethe 


like ſinceririe of heart and atfe&tion to God. Thy lo- |plal.z6.3. 
wing kindges daith Davids ever before mee, namely, 


i by the apprehenſion of my faith 5 therefore have 1 


watked 
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'2 Cor. 5.1 3414 
| Op:i.ed, 


" | walked in ty truth, So Paul ſheweththat it was this 


\ ſaith he, we are madade to God: That is, when I thus 


T he deceitfulneſ]e of mans heart. 


loue o; Chriſt rowards him, which by his faith hee 
{ apprehended, and applied to himlelfe , that made 
him dealeo fincerely, andſeeke onely Gods glory, 
euen then whea to the world he might ſeeme to be 
| madde of pride and vaineglory,in preferiing him- 
| ſelte beforethe talſe Apoſtles. Whether we be madde 


commend my ſcife, and boaſt of mine owne mini- 
ſtery againſt others,andin ſo doing ſeeme madde to 
you,yet then I reſpect not my ſelte in fo doing , but 
onely God and his glory 3 or whether we are in our 
right mind,that is, vie ſuch courſes as to youſeeme 
wiſer, we are it toyon. Vedoeitfaithfully for your 
gocd. Now marke what it was which made him to 
| doe fo. For the lone of Chriſt conſlraincth vs, be- 
cauſe we this indge,that if one be dead for all, 
then were all dead: And be died for all, 
that they which liue ſhould not 
henceforth liue to them- 
felaes, bat to him 
that died for 
them. 
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The deceitfulneſje of mans heart. 


CH AP. > $ © + i 


The anſwering of the Obietion which the deceitful 
heart of man might gather out of the former do-' 
Frine of the hearts decettfulneſſe. 


Verſe 10. 7,the Lord, ſearch &e. 


| Y ine verſe dependeth vpon the former, as a ſe- 
| cret prevention of an obicRion, which vpon 
occafion of the former do&rine of the hearts de- 
 ceitfulneſſe the wicked Iewes might make againſt 
the Prophets threatnings , in this manner. If the 
| | heart be ſo immeaſureable, and vnlearchably de- 
 ceirfull, thatnone can know it, then we truſt ro doe 
well enough, for all the inward wickednefle , and 

ypocriſfie of our hearts. For ifnone doe know it, 
L n none can puniſh it, The Lords anſwere is, 
as1i he ſhould morelargely thus haueſpoken.Nay, 
foft a .vhile, you runne too faſt. The heart cannor 
be knowne of any creature, but I the Lord, the cre- 
| /atour, . have. a priuiledge above all creatures, 
| | throughly, and perfe&ly ro know the inmoſt cor- 
| |ners of your hearts. And therefore neuer thinke 
| that the cloſeneſle, and ſecrecy of your corruption 
! | ſhall free you from puniſhment ; for my knowledge 
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; | of your hearts is not an idle, and vaine knowledge, 
! | but therefore doe I know them, that thereaiter as 1 | 
! | ſhall ſee their inward ſoundneſſe, or falſeneſie, ſol 
may diſpenſe my rewards , and puniſhments ac- 


f cordingly. This is the.cohzrence. % 
$i 55525) The 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


| Theſence. Search and try.] That is, moſt exac- 
ly know, A metonymie of the cfficient. For by 
ſearching and trying,perfea knowledge is attained. 
And withall an arthropopathy, that is a manner of 
ſpeech, whereby Ged for our better vnderſtand- 
ing , is made affected like man. For God needes 


got any ſearching , to come to the knowledge of 
any thing, as mens ignorance doth. But becauſe 
mens knowledge is beſt there , where the greateſt 
triall and ſearch hath beene made,therefore vnder 
this phraſe it pleaſeth the Lord to ſignifie his full 
and abſolute knowledge. Hearts and reines.] That 
is, boththoughts, and affeQions, the reines being 
the ſeate of the ſtrongeſt affeftion , namely thar 


thou he wiſe, my heart ſhall reiazce, and my reines (ball 
leape for ioy. 

To gine.| Either reward or puniſhment. A4ccor- 
ding 10 his wayes. Sometimes the word way,is taken 
| more ſpecially for ſome ſpeciall courſe in the cari- 
age of ſome particular ation ; as Num. 22.33, 
| /ad. 4 9. More commonly, for the generall courſe, 

and cariage of our whole lifes, as P/al.1 19.1. Matth, 
10.5. So here. According ts the fruit of his workes. 
If his workes be good fruit , then reward; if cuill, 
then puniſhment. In the words thus opened I con- 
ſider two points. 1. Gods kzowledge of our hearts, 
which is-ſet forth by the exa&neſſe thereof, both in 
regardof the manner, in words ſearch and try, and 


of his knowledge, That 1 may gine,&c, 
To beginne with the firſt. Iris the conſtant do» 


which is for generation.So Pro.23.15.16.My ſonne gf! 


in regardof the watter hrarts,andreines. 2. Theend | | 
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Qrine of the Scriptures euery where, that ir is pro- 
per to God alone of himſelfe, rhros2hly, and exactly 
ro know the ſecrets of the hearts of men. And 
therefore denying this knowledge co all others in 
the former. verſe,/#/ho can know it? here he chalen- 
agch icto himſclfe, [ che Lord know jt. Bur I fay, 
i. Of himſeife. Becauſe by reuelation from him, 0- 
thers may know. As Chriftes humanity, 64. 2.24. 
But Jeſus dia not commit himſelfe to them, For hee 


of man, For hee knew what was iu man. Soalſo the 
- Prophets. As 1 Sam? 9 19. {will tell thee faith Sanmel 
tO Sal, all thay & in thy heart, No meruaile, when 
God had told him before. Thus E!i/ha faw the hol- 
low and hypocriticall heart of Gehezs , (Went not 
mine heart with thee in the way?)and Peter of 4nani- 
(45 and Saphira. So in the primitiue Church there 
were ſuch as had the ſpirit of d7ſcernime. But that 
phraſe of the ſper?7 of diſcerning, thewerh, that they 
; diſcerned not mens hearts of themſelues, but by a 
 ſpeciall worke of Gods ſpirit , diſcovering them to 
| their eyes , and that vnleſſe they had plowed with 
: Gods Heyfer, they could n:uer haue found out the 


 ſoſecret myſteries of deceitfull hearts. 2. 1ſaythat 


| God onely knoweth the heartexa#ly and certainely. 
| Becauſe man and Angels may know it coniedFurally, 
and by way of gheſſing. Pro. 20. 5. Connſell in the 
heart of man is liig deepe water , but a man of under= 


: ſtawding wall draw it out Here even naturall wiſedoim | 


is compared to a bucket , which is able, being let 
downe into the deepeſt well, ro bring vp the waters 
thereof, So though the heart of many men betv1l 


of 
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knew them all. 4nd had no nzede that any ſhould teſtifie 


Toi... 24. 


1 Sam 9 19. 


1 Kings F, 
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Bern, 
Pl.1 39.2. 


Deut. 31.23. 


Pros 20.26.27, 


| of himſelfe concerning his knowledge of the Ifrac- 


, 
, 


| 


| 


| 
| 
[ 
| 


Solus Deus folam | 


neſ'it i9noran. | 
tizm, Et totus 
videt, & totum, 
quia minime ſal. 
litur quis mine 
me Claudi , quia 
extra ſe lumen 
nou querit vt vi- 
dext. Ipſe enim 
eft que videt, | 


I 


ex wvnde videt, | 


ſuch ſpectacles to looke intv theſe blind corners of 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


of deepe deceit, and can cunningly conch naughti- 
neſſe, yet a wiſe man by obſeruation of their coun- 
tenance, geſtures, ſpeeches, and ſuch like outward 
ſignes will goe neere to diſcouer them. And there- 


fore Salomos afterward in this chapter, verſc26. ha- 
uing 
cauſeth the wheele to turne ouer them, becaule it 
might be ſaid, how can he doe ſo,fince wicked men; 
haue ſo many couers for their wickedneſle to hide 


itfrom thecyes of the world?he addeth, as'anſwe-; 


ring this obieCtion,The ſoule of man is the light of the 
Lord,&> it ſearcheth all the bowels of the belly.Soſharp 
is the noſe euen of naturaliſagacity that it is ableto 
ſmell out, and ferret out wickedneſfle, euen when it 
lurkes in her ſecrereſt holes , viing thoſe meanes I 
ſpake of , of diligent obſeruation , inquiſition , of 
comparing, and laying ſpeeches and actions toge- 
ther , and ſuch like. But now Gods eye needes-no 


the heart. For hee hath a fiery , and flaming eye, 
which is both the 97gane, and themeare of ſeeing, 
miniſtring light to it ſelfe, to diſcerne all things. 
Whenceit is,that,as the Pſalmiſt excellently ſaith, 
he knoweth our thoughts 4 farre off ; long before 
there goe any outward ſignes'in the face to bewray 
them. According to that whichthe Lord ſpeaketh 


lites hearts , 7know his thoughts een now, what hee 
will do,before 1 brimg him into the land whith 1 ſware. 
Whereas the wiſeſt men know them onely when 
they are neere at hand, when they are ready to 
breake out at our faces, eyes, mouthes. So that in 

this 


ſaid rhat a wife King ſcattereth.the wicked and | 


| 
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| this regard wee may aſtly we thatof theProphet, 
| 4m 1God neere hand onely, und not alſo a farre off? 


| | knaw:themour ſcluesz yea; before cuerwe hadany 
 beingour ſelues; Whereas wepore-blind creatures 
' cannor-ſee:the heart, vnicſſe-wee-may pore vponiit, 
| having ir Jaid neere our eyes in outward (ignes; and 
| yet neither: then. can wee ſee it otherwiſe Thien the 
' manintheGoſpdl; ſaw men waſkingas trees. Thou 
| ſeeſt thedeceits ofthe heart, with an vnetring and 
| vndeceiuing eye: Wee with an vncertaine, and er- | 
| roneous. - As:our heart isdeccitfull, foour eyealſo 
| in ſceing andiudpingof: thedeteirfulnaſſe thereof, 
ſo thar it cannor', when it-i$ at the clecreſt, giue 
any infallible, definitiue ſentence concerning any 
{ { mans heart, bur onelyprobable,by way of diuining. 
| / | Burinthis confeeturall knowledge thei Angels (pe- 

| | cially excel {iby reaſon: their eyes pieree- deeper 
then ours, even to the fight of the inward parts of 
"our bodies, as'well as of our outward; though yet 
in the outward they. are able toſecfarre more then 
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ler.23.23. 


Yes Lord,thoumuſt needsbe 2 Goda farrcoff, who: | 
' knoweſt our thoughts- ſo-farreioff  exienbefore-we'| 


| 


| we,. Hence Pavid for his wiſedome. in: finding-our 
of fecrets,is compared-to an Anpelt of God by the 
woman of Tekea;' The Divellthereforerhay beabke 
| to giuea ſhrewd 'gueſſe at our thoughts;the rather 
| fforrhathehimſclic often ſuggeſterh choughrsvmo 
| |vs, &hath libertie given himto come; thoogh nor 
{ into the priuy -chamber. of the ſoule, yer into the 
outward thamber,the fanfie,& to worke vpon thoſe 
 phantaſmes, which there hee findes. Neuertheles, 
hee cannot directly and certainely fer downe what 

Our | 


———— 


2 Sarw.14. 20, 
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Pro.17+ 3» 


Proe15.2I, 


Lae29.330 


! 
| Ter.23.24+ 


{ out owticſcrer choughts bei, bur-ſtillthis doarine 
{ knowes-the-ſecrets oEthe heart.; Theres indeed a 


| euch as there is of drafſe and goed mertall in ftluer 
(and-gald, which lye:fo-contuled together, that to 


| the furnaceto the gold; the ningporrto the ftluer, | 


| farce 'yaſtergand wider,being;of (alinfinice rectips, 
|: chat able; ro.holde'alk che damned foules and-bo- 
|-dies;Eſar 39333; and deſiruttion, (the iofiilte paines 
|-heaueris:iayeþ} eye hath not ſcrne;, eare bath. not 

| |hend the:;rhoufand part of them) are: open to the. 


| the children:of men And hereof the Scriptures giue 


T be decoirfidneſſeofmansbearr. | 


remajneth true-,: oncly:Gad;. of himlelfe. exactly 


-great-mingle mingle; and: confuſion of. thoughts, 


theeyeof man the _drofle.is not. diſcernible, Bur 
when they are in thefurnacc, and fining por , then 
wee may fre them hoth diſtinQyasFhar.which is 


the ſame, ſaith Sa{omon,is the Lords flaniing eye to 


cleerely.diſcerting-the bagdefromithe good, rhe 
-baggage.atd jefuſe fromn:thar which: is good and 
fine; though, hey. be gruer ſo. troubleforaly. ium- 
bled::x6gerhers , Arid no-maruell; for:cuen. aell, 
. (aplace /farre deeper them ithe;heart, Lake 8:91. 


of this; hell) which ( as the; Prophez-ſpeakech of 
htard) ;nor the heart of man once abic toappre- 


exts:of the Lord , how much mere then the hearts of 


bo 


| che. heart of man3euenin-the. migſtof thegrearelt || 
fluffies,and-confoullons: tis angtablediſtinguiſher, | 


a: double reaſan« (191010954 PREIELL 
_ 1 Gods omnipreſence; If a man could be inany 
place where God were not ; hee might efcape the 


II IC-14 


ſight of his eye. Burt, can avy #an.(ſaith.theLord) 
| bide himſelfe #x ſecret places that 1ſhal not ſee him,Doe 
F:. IN not 
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| 


| 
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| 


| of thinking, farre orhietwike' then the carth. bearcth | 
[vs in walking, Therefate:it capndybe bur God muſt! 


i{wee. mixt needes be! forced with ew vnbelecuing 


not Ifill heaven and earth? This reaſon Donts; perſu- 
eth notably,P/al.139.throughouts. - ©: 


2 Gotls formirig ofthe heart: He char madathe ſ 
cya, thilloorhe ſee2:the care, ftballnos heg heate? | 
thehearryShall not hevnderfiane? Artificerknow | 
the-nature and properties! of: theit ;workes 32nd | 


ſball God: onely be: tgnorany of. his workmanſhip? 
This: rcafon alſa;Dawd-wrgethin the famePhalme, 
verk, 17:13 The darkneſſe hideth mee. net from thee, 
For thou baft pojſefied my reines,thow hep Oerea amo 
in my mothers wombes ' | _ 

To theſe two.rcafons{ adde a A 
God is, the preſeguer:, and: ypholderofishe heart, 
AGS-17 In bimmecinemone,. and baye onr being, 
Which-is10:be-vnderſiavd 2s well:of tha motions 
ofthe minde,in choughts and deſires, as afctiedo-) 
die.The minde-is borevpby Gad, euen in the at 


The deceirfilneſſe ofmans here: —= | 


needes percciue the mmnotions:of our mindes, cucn 
asthe ſenſeleſle carth;)if-it-had ſenſe., muſt needes 
perceiue the motions of aur bodies. 


, Thewyſe,'x. This:ſerneth co aſſure our faith, that | 


the Scripture is thewordof' God; Forit'is proper | 
onely. to God to know. the ſecrers of our hearts. 
But the Scriptures doe notably lay epen the cloſe 
corruprions: of 'our - hearts vhro: y$:,, infomuch as 


| 


| idiot to fail-downe on our faces, andto ſay , Yerily 
' God & here; itis hee that ſpeaketh. And as the wo- | 


bn. TIER 


; man of Sazaria , when ſhee heard: Chrilt diſcouer 


her ſecrer adultery, then-Chee gaue ouer Frangling, 


_ Dd = and 


| Plxp9unh.146 


AQt.197.29, 


& 


| 
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| 392: || Thedeceiefulneſſoof mansheart. | 
ant wentroher teighbours, fayings \Comeann 063 
man, that hath told imeall:;that ener 1haus donegts not 
he 1th&MzFiah? 10 we; ſeeing ourhearts [o livdy de- 
| ciphieved Wo vd/muhe Scriptures, m__ likefort 
| Ctyoht oneic/Aanocha;ebmeandieeabookethar 
telsvS:ll that js-4rvour hearts;:Muft notchis needs 
behis bookewhoonelyknowerh:the heart Beſides 
that, aSthe Sceiptures:dodeteRtour thoughts it ge- 
es netall;if0 ſoreparticatar mgns in-{pecialt;As,wtiat 
efcr,6.6, | vas 'Hmmanfproudthoughty: whenche King'acked 
him what ſhould be done to themarthe wenld-ho- 
nour : whatwas Aehvis deſpighttull thoughtawhen 
(he fawher husband dancing cwhat was Saul inur- 
cherous thoughtzwhen Daaid played vnithe Hatpe 
before him: what was Felixicouctous thophitinhen 
heralked priuately with-Pas{z-what wasthe Phari- 
ſees detraRing thouglity when the: womian wiped 
our Saiours- fete attheratle? Theſe perſonshad 
ſo muchwit as tokeepetheirowne Tounſelh and in 
mary of 'thein- ſhame muſt 'needes be of force ro 
| keeperhem-from-blabbingtheir owneſecrets, and 
; Yncouering their ownefilthy nakedneſſe. Howthen 
is it poſſible) for:vs to Imagibe lids rhelwriters of | 
| thofe :lyſtories ſhould-come' ro the knowledse of | \ 
ſuch ſecrets,otherwiſe,thenby the reuclation of the 
ſpiricof God i ew ff oth oy 
'. 2 This muſt reach vs in confeſſion of our;finnes 
not-to conceale anything ,' bur to:poare ont our 
| foules like water, for God hath a datting and-pier- 
cingeye, tharſees the very bottome of our hearts. 
| This vſe 7fþua made of 'this dofrine to A4chay.,. 
To.7.19. | when God by lothad:deteted him , ty Jonne gine | 0% 
= 1 BTRs © as | | glory 
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70: |glory unto God , namely the glory of his omniſci-| 
ence,thouleeſt already the depth of his knowledge 
is greater then the depth of thine owne deceirfull 
heart, confeſſe thy finne therefore vnto God, even | 


put out our owne eyes, not Gods. 


45 they thay pleaſe men but God which rrieth the harts. 
So the Church Pſal. 44.18.19.20.21. After the pro- 
feſlion of their integrity , cuen in the midſt of hea» 
uie perſecutions , giueth this as the reaſon of this 
their ſo doing, If we haue forgotten the name of our 
God, and holden uf our hands to a ſtrange Got, ſhould 
not God ſearch this out ? for he knoweth the ſecrets of 
the beart. When ſomething weare todoe, muſt be 
ſubie&rs the cenſure of ſome ſpeciall wife, iudici- 
ous man; alas howdoth the ſharpneſle of his indge- 
þ ment ſcare vs, and what care and circumſpe&ion 
vie we in ſuch caſes 2 VVell,all our ations whatſo- 
ever muſt come vnder Gods ſcanning , and they 
muſt abide the cenſure of thar pure and ſeucre 
eye,that cannot behold the leaſt iniquity. And ſhall 
wenothing reuerence,or reſpect this eye? Shall we 
take no care how topleaſe jt? Othat wee could but 
bring our ſelues once to giue that reſpect ro Gods 
eye which wee doe to mans. It1s true indeedethe | 
4 Dd 3 Apoſtle 


the whole circumſtance of the matter. A malecfa- | = tib quider | 


Domune, cuis 


Qor would notconceale any thing fromthe Iudge,',,, 7.7 
if he were certaine the Judge knew all. And intruth | «byJus bumare 
when we gocabout to hide any thing we 74tter hide | nicientie quid 


orcu'tum efſet in 
God from our ſelues, then our ſelues from God, wee | mz. —_ nol. 
| lew confirert 2 
| Le emmmuhs 


IIL This muſt cauſe vsto be fincere and cons |,j- 70, 
ſtant in allthe duties ofgodlinefle. 1 Theſ. 2 3. 4. !Ve | no me vids, 


| handled not the word of God acceitfully, we ſpeake not | veer Haw . 494 


| 
| 
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Pal. 19.168, 
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| I will then giue thee leaue to giue ouer thy worke,or 
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Apolltle condemneth eye-ſeruice in ſeruants to their 
maſters. Bur yetthis eye-leruiceto men thall con» 
denane our want of eye-ſcruice to God ;, and would 
to God by their example , wee could learne to per- 
forme eye-ſeruice to God. The feruant though hee 
worke idly & lazily,when his maſters eye is oifhim, 
yet painefully when itis on him.Gods eye is alway 
on vs,& therefore it we had that reſpec of our hea- 
uenly maſter, which of our carthly weſhould alwaies 
performe obedienceto him. Eye-ſeruice, performed 
roGod,tnutt needs belaſting,8 continuing ſeruice. 
Ifthou canſt finde atime when Gods eyeis off thee, 


to worke vntowardly : but ſince Gods eyeis alwaies 
on thee, why is not thy eye alſo alway on him.as E- 
nochs was 3 why walkeſt thou notas in.the-preſence 
ofthis God 2 Why laboureſt thou not inallthy ſer- 
uices to approue thy ſelfe torhiseyethatſeeth infſe- 
cret,8&15able by it owne chriſtall brightnes to dil- 
couer theſmalleft mote of hypocrifie in the blindeſt 
nook of thy hart?rhatſo when it ſhall come to take a | 
view ofthem,it may giucwitnes tothem &acknows | 
ledye.them., though not, asonce thoſe ſolely his 
owne in the creation,for very good,yet for good in 
part,for good {incerely,though ner good perfeRly. 
This vie Dasid made of this doctrine.to himlelfe, 
P/al.119.168, 1 haxe kept tby precepts, namely con- 
ſtantly, and (incerely, for all my wates are before thce. 

IV. This muſt reſtraine vs even from ſecret fins, 
which we might commit withoutthe priuity of any ' 
other. . For whereſqcuer thou art , there is an eye | 
that ſees thee, anearethar heares thee, a hand that | 
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regiſters thy ations. By this argument Selomm | 


dehortceth from adukery, which forthe moſt part is 
commirted inthe night. 9b,24.15. becauſe all-the 
waiesof menrare open,& naked to Gods cies. VV har 
horrible Artheiſme dorh this argue;thatthe preſence 
ofalinle childe ſhall hinder vs from the doing of 
{ome wickedneſſe,when Godspreſence cannot? but 


\as our Saujourſpeaketh' concerning killing : ſo] of 
ſeeing, feare not thern that can ſec the. body onely, | 


but fcare him that can ſee the ſoule alſo , ro whom 
nightand light,day & darknes are all one,who can 


as caſilyſee thee in the dead darknesof the nighr;as.| 


at high noone in the cleareſt ſunſhine, as well when 


the candle is out, aswhenlighted, him 1 ſay feare... 
If wee did beleeue this _—_— of Gods-eye , how | 
would it quaſh the very firſt riſmgsof euillthoughts | 


in our hearts?The cye of man drawes from vsacare 
of our -outward behautour : why then ſhould not 
the cyc of God drawfrom thee a careof the inward 
behauiour of thy heartiſince God ſees thy heart, bet. 
ter then manthy face,and vnderſtands thy thoughts 


betterthen man thy words. Littlechildren,wheniin | . 


chemiddeft of their diſorders they ſpye once their 
fathers eye, they arc huſhed preſenily. So ſhould it ! 
be with vs,when through: forgetfulneſſe of this all- 
ſecing eye of our heauenly Father,continually ouer- 
looking vs, our hearts haue begun to breakeJoole, 
and toſport rhemſelues in vaine,and idlethoughts, 
and deſires 3 then ſhould wee conſider rhat all this 


while Gods eye hath beene fixed on vs 3 Wretches | 
| then that wee are that haue had our Fathers eye to 
be a witneſlſe of our miſdemeanour ! Then inthis 


Prog.2r. 
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caſe ſhould this ſpirituall eye of God worke the ſame | 
effect in vs, which once the bodily eye of Chriſt, in 
Peter. Ir ſhould cuen daſh.vs, andihame vs tn the. 
middeltofour fiance. If being inthe. ſight and pre- 
ſence of our betters , whole grauity and authority | 
claymerh ſpecial reucrence at our hands, wee yer | 
not knowing of it, haue bin otherwiſe in our ſpeech 
and behauiour, then became vs, wee no:ſoouer ſee | 
chem;bur are aſhamed prefently,& areready rocry 
them mercy. Should we nor dothe like,muchmore 
when we haue offended and grieucd the holy cye of 
the Lord with any videcentbehauour, though bur 
of our hartonly? Shouldwenot fay as once /acob in | 
Bethel, (fince God is preſent in all places,as well as 
in Bethel;though not with ſo ſpeciall a kinde of pre- 
ſence) Surely God is here, and 1 was not aware of it. 
V. This muſt make vs take heede of deceiuing 
our ſelues,with vaine pretenecs,in ſhifting off goad 
duties,or in excuſing our ſinnes. If we can finde but 
theleaſt ſtarting hole, if wee can get but the ſillieſ(t 


| Heb. 4- 


Gal.6.6-. 
' Pro.24. 11.12. 


SCemcrn_—nacwo 


pretext by the fingers ends, how gladarewee of it? 
how faſt doe we holdit ? But alas Gods cye'ican ca- 
fily ſce through theſe figge-leaves,itcan eaſily fetch 
Adam out of the thickets. The Anatomiſt doth 
not ſoclcerely ſce the inwards of the body he hath 
opened,as God doththe ſecret deceit of ourhearrs, 
though neuer ſo fairely cloaked and coloured, Away 
then with all daubing. Be nor deceiued ſaid the A- 
potiie to thoſe , whoſe wit could 'fmde out lurking. | 
holes enough for their wickednefle in defrauding | 
Gods Miniiters,God w2ll not be macked. And excel- 
lently Salomon, Delixer them that are drawn to arath, | 

| | and 
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and wilt not thou preſerue thens that are led to be 
flaine? If thor ſay, Behold we know net of at hee that 
gondereth the hearts doth he not vnaerſtand it? 

VL. This dodtrine is full of {weer comfort, and 
thatin ſundry caſes. 1. In theperuerſe iudgeinent of 
| men often vnder-valuing of vs , and deprefling vs 
farre beneath our inferiours. As the Corinthians did 
Paul vnder their ſhallow-headed Verbaliſts , nor 
worthy to carry his bookes after. him for ſound and 
ſubſtanriall learning. Our comfort here is this, that 
God ſeeth not as man fſecth , iudgeth not as man 
indgeth,by the ſeeing of the eye,by rhe hearing of the 
ceare,by outward apparances. VVhence it comes to 
paſte,tharwhen thefalfe and iniudicious eye of man, 
r00 too MUCh atfzed with outward ſhowes , hath 
preferred bold Thraſees before their betters , that 
, cannot in like pompous oftentation ſer forth them- 

ſclues, and hath adiudged preeminence rather to 
Eliafwbs outward perſon,then Daxids inwardparts, 
yet God comming after reuerſeth & repealcth this 
' VHirightcous judgement, thruſting downe proud ig- 
| norancefrom the head of the table to the foot,and 
| lifting vp humble knowledge from the foor ro the 
; head. Thus Paz! relicued himſelfewhen he was thus 
| diſparaged by the Corinthians. 7 paſſe not ſaith he 
| 20 be iudged of you. 1 meaſure not my ſelfe by any 
| mans judgement. He rhat twdgeth me, is the Lord. 
| Wherfore as we hauc noreaſon toflatter our ſelues, 
| when men flatter vs,ſo neither alwaies to diſcourage 
| our ſelues when men diſcourage vs. As mens praiſes 

muſt not tickle vs. ſoneither alwaies their diſprarſes 
| trouble vs. For true,both, praiſe and diſpraiſe ts from 


| God, 
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. Plal.7,9. 


| 2 Chr:16.9, 


Iſay 38. 3. 
loh,21.15.16. 
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God, who ſcarchethrthe heatt,and trieththeraines.; 


* } F i 
Heed nor then mens iudgement ouer-much, buta«! 


gainſt cheirblack coles,comfortthy ſelfe with Gods 


white ſtone. 2.Here-hencealſo we may gather com- 
fort in falſe impurations and ſlanders. As this was 
lobs comfort in the aſperſion of hypocriſie, my wit- 
weſſe « in heauen,and my record on hich. 3. It ſteederh 
alſo for comfort in the preuailings of the wicked a- 


| thou the inſt. For the righteous Lord ſearcheth the 


| often preſent themſclues in ſuch a multitude, that 


gainſt vs, and that vnder colourof right, ?/al.7.9. 
O let the malice of the wicked come to an end. Bat guide 


hearts and the reines. Andthereforehe ſeeth thein- 
nocency,and fincerity of the one,thefraud and hy- 
pocritie ofthe other, notwithſtanding all their'good.- 
ly words.The etes of the Lord looke down froheauen to 
fhew himſelfe ſtrong to them that are of a perfett heart. 
namely in the endat leaſt, cuenwhen they are moſt 
weake inthemſclues, to giuerhem the victory. 
Fourthly, Burt moſt cordiall is that conſolerion 
which this doArine miniſtreth in our temptations, 
| and inward conflits with Sathan, and our owne 
conſciences, crying out againſt vs, that wee arenot 
' that which others , and our ſelues have thought, 
| that wee have notſo much as the leaſt dramme of 
any goodneſle, Andindeed,intempration,ourſinnes 


they wholy intercept from our eyes the ſight of 
grace. Yet here,inthedefet of our owne knowledge, 
wee muſt comfort our ſelues with Gods ; and ſay 
with Ezechiah,in that his grienous triall,O Lord thou 


tnoweſt I haue walked with a perfett heart before thee. 
TT hus Peter, when Chriltlay grating vpon him with 
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that three-fold interrogation, Simon lourſt thou me ? 
thereby renewing the bitter memory of his three- 


fold deniall, and in effect ſaying thus much. How 
can Ithinkethat thou who haſt ſo ofren denied mee 
doeſt loue me? hee yer ſuſtained himſelfe with this 


meditation of Gods knowledge ; Lrrd thorn knoweſt 
all things, thou &noweſt that I lane thee. The Apo-| 
file ſheweth, Ror.$.25. that ſometimes, in the ex- | 
tremity of affliction, wee areſo confounded in our | 
ſelues, that though indeed we doe pray in our ſecrer 
fighes, and ſobs, yet we perceiue not that we pray. 
For ſo I take it that text may be read, wee know not 
whatwe pray, the ficſh with her murmurings makes 
ſucha dinne,that we can hardly heare the voyce of 
the ſpirit mixing with the fleſhes roarings and rc- 
pinings, his praying fighes and ſobbings. But be-' 
cauſe a poore ſoule would hence diſcomfort itfelfe, 
and thinke what good will ſueh confuſed prayers | 


| 
{ 


Apoſtle anſwereth notably , oppoſing to this ob-; 
icion the comfort of this doctrine of Gods know- 
ing the heart. Bu? hee that ſearcheth the hearts, he 
knoweth the meaning of the ſpirit. Marke Irowv he op- 
poſeth Gods knowing of our prayers to our owne 
not knowing. As if hee ſhould ſay. Let nor this 
trouble thee , that thou canſt not perceiue-that 
thou prayeſt, Doc not theretorethinke thou canſt 
not, thou doeft not pray. For though thou know 
not whatit is thou prayeſt , yer God the ſearcher of 
the heart, who is greater then thy heart, hee know-+: 
cth,and approyeth alto thy prayer. Diſcourage-nor | 
then thy ſelfe oner-much in the want of feeling of 


grace 


Rom.$, 26.27. 


doe mee, which I ſcarſe diſcerne my felfe ? the | 
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| hereſayeth, he taketh through notice of the hearr, 


The drceitfulneſſe of mans heart. by: | 


euill, ſo alſo that good, which ſometimes thou ſeeſt 
not in thy ſelfe. And therefore as thou oughteſt 
not to be ouer-confident in thenor feeling of {inne 
in thy ſelfe , but to ſay with the Apoſtle, though 7 
know nothing (that is no euill) by wvy ſelfe, yet am 1 


grace inthy ſelfe. Remember that God ſees,as that |. 


pot thereby mſtified ; lo neither to be too farre deie- 


tion toſay,Though / know no good zn my ſelfe, yet am 
1 not thereby condemned. So much of the firſt point; 
Gods knowledge of the heart : The ſecond follow- 
cth ; theend of this knowledge, That 1 may giue ts 
ener) man accordine to his waies, &c. The which 
' words wewill confider,firſt in their reference to the 
former : ſecondly, apart by themſelues. 

Qut of theformer conſideration we learne,— 

1 That good and euill thoughts, and deſires, in 
Gods account,are good and euill workes. For God 


that he may recompence men according to their 
workes. Thereby implying , that if he did not ſce 
the heart , there muſt needes ſcape many wicked 
thoughts, and defires vnpuniſhed, many good ones 
alſo goe vnrewarded ; and ſo heſhould nor beable 


namely to the inward vvorkes of the heart, the 
thoughts and deſires thereof. Concerning evill 
thoughts, Peters ſpeech is excellent ro S779 Ma- 


thy heart may be forginen thee, Forgiuencſle preſup- 


 poſeth deſert of puniſhment; puniſhment an euill 


worke meriting it : for puniſhments are onely awar- 


ed inthe nor feeling of grace, butby like propor-| 


to gine to euery worke his proper recompence, | 


£15 : Pray to God, that if it be poſuble,the thought of | 
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ded: $0: wotkes,;: For: good: thoughts: and delires 
Pauls ſpeech is:excellent,1t « God thit worketh both 
to will and gee; If both be his owneworkes, the dc- 
fire. as-well as'the:dcede; he muſt needes loue, and 
like both the-one, arid.che other. 'Fhis-maketh a+ 
gainft chem, 'that makeno bones of euill thoughts, 
as though no other euil] workes then ſuch as be 
outward. 2. It ſerueth for comfort to the children 
of God; diſabled ſomettmes:/by-want of outward 
helpes, orotherwiſe;, forthe performance of ſome 
kinde of outward obedience. Theſe muſt remem- 
ber, how. highly God apprizeth good purpoles, 
 and;deſires, -accepting, and rewarding them; when 
they:coine'to him; as-.if they came accompanied 
with the deeds themſelues. Panzd did but conceiue 
a purpoſe to. build God-a houſe ; God rewarded it 


2 $49.7.16. He did but cohcetue a purpoſe tocon- 
felle his:finne;; Gods'earewas in his heart , before 
Dazidrconfeſſion could be inhistongue, P/al.32 5. 
The: pvore- beggers that haue wanted foode for 
themfelues, Chriſt yet ſhall ſay-ac the lafl day, yee 
haue fed me, when I was hungry, onely in regard 


{ The prodigall chiid;when he was but conceiuing a 


of their ſtrong affeCtion', if they had had abilnie. | 


' purpoſe of returning, was preuented by his father 
firſt. comming tohim, Zuc.:15. 20. and Jay. 65. 24. 
God:will a»ſwere vs before we call that is,in our pur- 
| poſe of prayer, O freer comfort ! vvhen wee ad-| 
dreſſe our ſelues' to prayer in our private meditati- 
ons, and berhinke our ſelues of our ſundry wants, 


we purpoſe with our {cJues-to begge ſuch, and fuch 
things, 


A—_— IF Py 
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Philip.2.25, 
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{xr Tim. 1:5. 
A&- 15. 9: 
Marth. 12. 
Ronvy14-23« 
Rom. +27. 
Rom.1.5. 


£ things, whereof yer haply wee forger fome in the} 
yocall prayer : ſhall any good ſoulenom thinkethar 
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the memories weaknefſe (hall any thing preiudice 
her inthis caſe? No,thy purpoſe of asking thething 
forgotten,wasa moſt effeftuall asking of it,andvnto 
thee belongeth the comfort of thar :faying, 4 will 
heare befare they call. WOE 7 4 


outward workes by our hearts.: Therefore here hee 
ſaith, tharhefirſt ſearcheth the hearr, beforchere- 
compence theworke. If God indged of workes one- 
ly by the outward:matter of them, there needed 


ſing of rewards, and puniſhments. Now there atc 
ewo things more eſpecially in the heart,” whereby 
God iudgeth of our workes. 1. Faith, which-clen- 
ſeth the heart, and makethita good treaſury, fic for 
a good man tothring forth good things; which 
alio propoundeth vnto vs, and vrgeth vpon vs the 
commandement of God, preſcribing the. good 
worke to be done : whence' that title 'of the law of 
fazth, and whence alſo our obedience js calledthe 
obedzence of faith," 2. A fincere affeRion chiefly.re- 
{pecting Gods:glory, and the Churches good in 
thatwe doe. Thevſe, 1. Againſt che Papiſts,, that 
vpon ſuch places as this would found the doQrine 
of merit.But here Godſaics he lookes into the hart, 
when hee would reward the outward wotke; :So 
that there is no worthineſle in the outward woike 
itſelfe, -but itis ſomething withinthe heart , which 
procureth the reward to the outward. worke, and 


2 That God eſteemeth of. the goodneſle of our | | 


then nolooking into the heart; forthe inſt diſpen- | | 
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that is ſpecially as Ifhewed, faith in the bloud of | 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 
| "Telus Chrift.. 2 Againſt che'workesof morall and ci- 


world;are yet deformed before God, becauſe they 
neither flow out of a pure fountaine of a purged 
'heart, nor are referred-to iuſt ends. Ler the ciuull 
manthen know , that when heepreſents God with 
his outward: rightcouſneſſe, looking. for ſome. re- 
watd, the dung of his ſacrifice (hall be throwne in 
-hisface's For-God will looke into his heart., and 
finding it vnbaptiſedyhewill bid him looke into the 
tocke, whereout his workes were hewen , and into 
the hole whereout they were digged , andthen aske 
thim;how that can be cleane, which hath foimpure 

-an-originall? 3 Againſt hypocrites that withtheir 
leauen :ſowre- the beſt workes they doe. If God, 
.in-iudging. of good workes did not looke to the 
heart, an hypocrite might ſpced as well as the beſt 
Chriſtian. ' But here wee-ſce rhe atfe&ion and di- 
| ſpoficion of the heart is all in allwith GO D. We 
| indeed iudgeobthe. hears by theworks: God con- 
|rarily judgeth of the worke by the hears. We firk 
approue the worke , and then the workewan : But 
God firſt hath refpeRto Pabell, and then to, tits ſacti- 


will marreall, and change the nature ofit. Andas 
it will.be no excuſe before God; whenthe matter of 
|rhe worke isill, ro pleadthegoodnefle of thehearr, 
|ſo'neither, when'the heart is naught, to plead, that 
themarter'of the worke is gaod::VVhereofwe haue 


vill'menz which though beautitull-in thz eyes of the: 


fice- Thongh the matter of ithe:worke. be neuer {0 


, good , yetthe corruption of an. vnſandtified heart | 


notable examples; E/. 58. in the lewes, vrging God 
with their faſting, and yer ſent away empty 5 and - 
; | thoſe 
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Math,7.z3. 


1 Tohn 3.13- 


Fray 1.1T: 


Eſa.66. 2, 
Eccleſ 5. 
Quem recitas, 
mewseft oFiden- 
tine, libellws, ſed 
wledumrecitas 
incipit eſſe tuns, 


| ced from theſpirituall,the ſhell withoutthe kernell, 


Fe derlnaſefmanttoar. 


thoſe reprobates A@th.7; aleadgingtheir preaching 
in Chriſts name, caſting aut of Deuils,&c. but re- 
ceiuing that fearefull an{were, Depart from mee yee 
workers of iniquitie,l know -yentt» Loe,preachingit 
ſelte though in Chriſts name, becaute yet not for 
Chriſts name,is with God, but a worke of iniquitie, 
and hell fre is the reward of it. So Cain qut- 


brothers,and yer Saint 7obs ſayes,Cains workes were 
enill ; and eAbels pood, And God himſelfe-layd\to 
Cain , If thog dorft well, ſhalt thon not be accepred? as 
chough, forall his ſacrifices, he had not done well 
as yet. And ſo the Iewesfacrificesare in indignati- 
on reieQed,with a, who requiredthefe things? becauſe 
indeed God did not require bodily exerciſe diuor- 


the huske without the corne, the carkaſe without 
the ſoule. Hence it'is that the Lord calleth the 
lewes incenſe and ſacrifice though conimanded.by 
himſelfe, their owpe wayes. And in another place his 
owne ſacrifice, the ſacrifice of feoles. For as Martial 
ſaidto Fidentine,the booke thourcadeſt:its mine;bur. 
whenthou readeft it ill then-it begins to: be thine : 
ſo may God ſay to hypocrites; theſe workes of 
prayer,hearing, &c. are mine; but when. you goc a- 
bout them. thus vntowardly , and 'performe them 
thus' cotruprly, then they are your: owne. I will 
acknowledge them no longer for mine. I'fee then 
that it is not ſafe for vsto reſt inthe outward warke, 
burtthat wee had need to looke to aur hearts in all 


the feruices wee performe, For God will looke to 
our hearts. in. judging, and. in rewarding, And 


| 


ward workes in ſacrificing were the ſame with his | 


that | 
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that which God moſt lookes to in rewarding: that 
had wee need moſt looke to in prad7;ſmg. As the 
worke-man in the doing of any worke, will be moſt 
carefall in that part of it , wherein he knoweih the 
cye of him, for v hom he worketh, willbe mol c«- 
4{r10145, It God, when thy prayer ſhall come to be 
| weighed. in his balances , ſhould. then ſpecially 
ſtand vpon thy tongue , vpoti thy phraſe ct ſpeech, 
vpon thetune of thy voice,&c. then it would ſtand 
thee in hand in praying , ſpecialiy to minde theſe 
things. Bur ſince it 15 the affeQion of thy heart, he 
will aboue all things make inquiry of , conlider 
then whata folly it is in practiſing, to be moft dilis 
gentinthat,whereof God in examiningwill be moſt 
regardleſle, and robe moſt negligent there, where 
we (} all be ſureto finde him moſt firxt,and ſevere. 
And withall conſider thine owne miſerie , who de- 
priueſt thy ſelfe both of mans , and Gods reward. 
For the very matter of thy worke will make thee o- 
dious to the world , as carefully flying the very ap- 
parance of good', asthe Apoſtle biddeth vs toflye 
the apparance of cuil]. But the corrupt manner of 
thy worke will make thee twiſe as odious to God, 
to whom alwaics fained ſanititie © double iniquitie. 
Withall conſider, what a griefe it muſtneedes be 
to thee, ar the laſt day, toſce others w:zres received 
for their ſincerity, andthine owne 7alen; refvſed for 
thy hypocriſie; to ſee others cups of colde water 
mercifully rewarded , and thine owne giuing the 
cup of Chrifts bloud, the water and bread of cter- 
nall life, ſeuerely puniſhed. | 
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reward of godlineſſe, then to enter into thine owne 
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( 
| 


ward practiſc of godlineſſe,thou findeſt not the true 


hart by examination,and to conſider whether thou | 
art not guiltie of hypocrifie or no. For true godlines 
& preat gaine: and God alwaies is 1ſt, giuing men 
according to their workes , but yer meaſuring the 
workes by the heart. If then thou doing workes our- 
wardly good, receiueno anſwerable reward,do not 
therefore challenge God of vniuſtice , ( as thoſe 
lewes, wherefore hawe ve faſted,and thou ſeeſt it not?) 
but thy ſelfe of vnſoundnes of hart. Which correct 
rhou, and thou then ſhalt ſee there will be no cauſe 
for thee to complaine of the Lord. 

'V.. Herealſo is comfort to thoſe that haue with 
good hearts done many good works which vet are 
i!] raken, and. ill rewarded of men. Men cannot ſee 
our hearts, and therefore what maruell,if they doc | 
not alwayes reward vs according to our workes, If 
the wicked [ewes could haue ſcene how louingly & 


| would better haue rewarded his miniſtery,then that 


tenderly Chriſts heart was affefed to them , they 


he ſhould hanenceded to complaine, {have labored 
in vaine,l haue ſpent my ſtrensth,&c.But our comfort 
is,fo as was Chriſts,that ##r worke,though neuer ſo 
much rejeQed of men , « yet with our God, in time 
to be rewarded of him, Becauſe he ſeeth our found 
and faithfull hearts , and that to this end, that hee 
may reward vs according toour workes, .The duty 
of reprehenſion Chriſtianly performed is a good 
worke , yet how diſtaſtfullto the reprehended, and 
how thankelefſe an office? yetwee muſt not be dif- | 


|couraged though by the performance of this duty | 


we' 
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we purchaſeill will at mens hands. For God ſeeing 
the integrity of our heart,will reward vsaccording- 
ly, cauſing vs at length to finde more fauour, even 
with the reprehended themſelues, then thoſe that 
haue clawed or flattered, Pro.28.23. 

Now Icometo conſider the words in themſelues, 
obſeruingthree points in them , the rewaraer ; the 
rewarded; the rule of rewarding. 

I. The rewarder, God.That 1 may gine,g%,Here 
we learne; 

I. That God hath an infinite treaſury, both of 
rewards,and punifhments,who giueth to cuery par- 
ticular man his iuſt portion, citherof the one, or of 
the other. He is an vnemptiable fountaine of good- 
neſſethat can neuer be drawnedry. His rewarding 
of onedoth nor diſable him for rewarding another, 
neither doth he ſo ſpend himſelfe in conferring his 
bleſſings vpon any, that they which come after 
ſhould need toſpeake vnto him, as E/as to /ſaak, 7s 
| all gone? haſt thou neucra bleſſing left behind for 


— 


himſelfethe 7ewarder,is alſo the reward, and there- 
fore as hetels 4braham,ancxceeding great;an infi- 
nitereward, ableto ſatishfie infinite worlds. His iu- 
ſtice alſo,being as infinite as his mercy,cannot but 
furniſh him with like variety ofiudgements,thar as 
in heaven there are many manſions, and princely 
pallaces, ſoin hell alſo many prifons,many dunge- 
ons; andas his cheſts and cofers arefull of pretions 


vs? Gods reward is not like the bleſſing of J/ask, | 
which could bebeſtowed onely on one. For God | 
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Gen.15.r. 


pearles andiewels,ſo his quiuers of peſtilentarrowes' 
preparedfor theribs ofthe vngodly.Sothat weneed 
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not feare that of our Zhoxah , which they of their 
lepiter, that if, as often as men finne, the thunder- 
bolts (ſhould flyeabroad, he would quickly be vnfur- | 
niſhed of weapons. The vie then is as to terrificthe 
wicked,ſo to encourage the godly.Itis a comfortto | 
ſerue ſuch a Maſteras beſides his willingnes, is alſo | 
able to reward vs. Therefore we fee how Kings ſer- 
uices in this regard are moſt ſought after. Neuer | 
then grow wee wearie of {eruing this Maſter, vvith 
whom is ſuch plenty of reward, whoſeis the carth, 
and the fulneſſe thereof , the heauensand ail their 
furniture , and art vvhole right hand is fulneſle of 
pleaſures for euermore. VVho may ſay vnto vs of 
all other baſe Maſters, as Saulof Dauid , Can the 
ſonnes of Iſhi gine you Vinejaras, and Orchards? Can 
they make you Captaines ouer fifties , and ouer hun- 
areths ? fo, can the Diuell, the world, the fleſh in- 
ſtate you into the felicity of my choſen ? can they 
make you Kings,and ſcryou in the chayre of eſtate? 
The ſeruice of God is areward ſufficient to it ſelfe, 
and farre from his ſeruants is the baſe mindes of 
mercenaries. Neuerthelefle it is fit, with Moſes, to 
quicken our duneſle with the confideration of the | 
great recompence of reward, 

2. That whoſoever be the inftruments either in 


our rewards,or puniſhments,God ſtill is the chiefe, | 
both rewarder and puniſher. That 7 may gine. The 
viſe wherof is, both to teach vs thankfulneſſe ro God, 
vvhen rewarded; & patience when corredted by men. 
It may be thou haſt deſeruedwell of thoſe men,thar | 
{ deal}: vnkindly vvith thee. Bur yet conſider whether / 
| in the ſame thing vvherein thou haſt deferued well | 

| ; of | 
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fman, thou hauenot deſerued ill of God, becauſe 
happily in chefe duties performed to'man , thou 
haddeſt no reſpe& of God, If ſo,then acknowledge 
that Ged hath found out thy finne, complainenor 
| ofmens vnkindnes,and ininſtice.God is juſt in their | 
iniuftice. Ir is he that thus punifheth thee. 
3. Thacwhatrſocuer be the worke for which wee 
expect areward,it is God that mult rewardit. This 
muſt teach vs in the workes of the ſecond table, 
whichreſpe& man, tohaue an eye vnto God, and 
to performethem as vnto God, and fo in ſeruing 
of man to ſerue God. Forit is God that muſt re- 
' ward them,andthat(asIſhewed)doth reward them, 
euen then when men reward them.Fer it is he that 
inclineth their hearts thereto. How then can we ex- 
pe& a reward of God there, where wee haue done 
him no ſeruice? If inſeruing of menthou haſt ſer- 
-ued thy ſelfe,and ſought thy ſelfe rather then God, 
when thou commelt for thy reward, Gods an{were 
will be ; let him reward thee whom thou ſervedſt, 
Thou feruedſithy ſelfe,reward thy ſelfethen,ifthou 
wilt;for Ineuer rewardany ſeruices but mine owne. | 
Had wee not then neede in all duties done to men, 
'to doe them as vnto God, leaſt otherwiſe as wee 
| Iooſe mans, ſo alſo Gods reward.But doethem vnto 
| God, and then we are ſure, if notof both,yet of che 
beſt reward, and wee take a very ſafe courle for our 
ſclues. For cuen the beſt men may prooue vnkinde, 
and vnthankfull varo vs. But God cannot but abun- 
dantly recompence the ſeruice done to himſelfe, 
The dutics of loue & liberality done ro men,which 
ſome of thoſe to whom they were done had hays 
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| Eph. 6.7.8. 


| Cauſe of the reward. This is Pauls counſel] ro Chri: 


; | Gen.z1-4 2. 


pily forgor , yet Chriſt remembers at the laſt day, 


— 


onely becauſe they were done as to himſelfe, Matth, 
25.40. Yee hane done them unts mee. There is the 


ſtian ſeruants yoaked with cruell heatheniſh Ma= 
{ters,to be obedient vnto their Maſters, according 
to the fleſh,as vnto Chriſt, ſeruing the Lord,and not | 
men, and that vpon this confideration : #/hatſoruer 
200d thing any man doth,the ſame (hall he receine of the 
Lord, whether he be bond or free, Servants in ſuch 
caſes are ready to obiect. VWhy ſhould wee haue 
any care to pleaſe them, that have ſo little care to 
pleaſure vs, nay that are ready to doe vs all the diſ- 
pleaſure they can 2 Yea, but for this cauſe they had 
need ſo muchtherather to makeconſcicnceoftheir 
dutie euen to the full, becauſe by this meanes they 
(hail provide a notable remedy againſt their Ma- 
ſters iniuries, namely the bountifull reward of God | 
himſelfe. Thy Maſter wrongs thee : what then wilt | 
thou thereforewrong thy ſelfe? hee denies thee his 


| reward : wilt thou therefore encreaſe thy puniſh- 


ment 2and asthough this were not enough, depriue 
thy ſelfealſoof Gods reward? Lebars tyranny could 


not tyre out 7ac#b in the courſe of his faithfulneſle, 
| and bcholdin the end the Lord himſelfe in ſpite of 
Labans teeth richly rewarding him. 

11. Cireumſtanceisthe peiſons rewarded.Euery 
man, of what degree ſoeuer. 

x. Marke here Gods vnpartiall dealing. Among 
.men , groſle vices of great ones are winked ar, and 


| 


eminent vertues of meane ones are nor heeded. But 


with God neither ſhall thy greatneſſe helpe thee 
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from puniſhment,nor thy baſenes hinder thee from 
reward. This muſt bumble the grear ſtares of the 
world. God isno reſpecter of perſons. They myit 
nat looke for a chaire and cuſhion, when they ap- 
| peare before Gods tribunall. Nay ,thou muſt then 


will putno difference berwixt thee, and the pooreli 
-Eazarus. He iudges euecry man alike. 

2 Henee [ gather thac chereis a particularpro- 
uidence taking notice of men and their ations in 
{ ſpeciall, For Gods rewards are proportionedto his 
knowledge. 1know the heart, that 1may reward But 
he rewards every man in particular. Thereforealfo 
he knowes him,and a]l his wayes. Particular rewards 
argue particular knowledge. Terrible is thiste the 
wicked, but moſt comfortable to the godly. If the 
King take notice of a meaner man, he willbe ready 
preſently to ſay in admiration, VVhat,doth the King 
know me? But let the pooreſt Zazar,that is withall 
the childeof God, know for his comfort, that the 
great King and mighty God takes ſpeciailnotice of 
him, and that for his good.lt is notwith our God as 
withtheir Idoll,that hath no leyſure to attend ſimal- 
ler matters. Hee is not like Badli,that purſuing his 
enemies cannot heare his friends,nor like Dzara,that 
being preſent at Alexanders birth could not at the 
ſame time preſerue her Ephe/zan temple fro the fire. 

I1T. Circumftance followes the rule of rewar- 
ding, according to thejr.owne wayes;&c. Herewe 
learne, That God proportions his rewards and pu- 
niſhments roour workes , as it werethe line to the 
_ This proportion hath ſundry branches. 


Ee 4 


be ſtript ſtarke naked ut all outward pompe. God | 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. ; | | 


7. The cuill of finne ſhall have evill of puniſh-. 
ment in hell , the good of obedience, the good of 
reward in heaven. M#at1h.25. 2. As our workes are j 
better or worſe , ſo ſhall ourioyes in heauen, our. 
painesin hell be morcor leſſe.Caperyanm exceeding 


| |glory. The twelue Apoſtles ſhall haue twelue ſpeci- 


. [greater our toyle and trials haue beene , the more 


Sodome and Gomorrha in {inne , ſhall feele alſo an. 
 exceſle of puniſhment, and the wilfall ſeruant ſhall 
[receiue more ſtripes then the ignorant. So alſo the. 
' greater our zeale,. paines and trauell hath beene in 

| Gods cauſe, thegreater ſhall be the waight of our : 


all thrones atthe day of indgement,, and whereas 
other wiſe men ſhall but ſhine with the brightneſle. 
of the firmament, they tharturne others from their 
euill waics, withthe brightneſle of the //arres ; that 
foweth liberally ſhall reape liberally. And cuery good 
worke added to the number of the former, helpeth 
tO further our reckoning in the day of the Lord.Sleepe 
is ſweet, evento himthat hath paſled the day more | 
eaſily,but theſlecpeofrhelabouring man it is ſweer 
indeede. Soalfo though that fleepe in Abrahams 
; beſome be ſweet, cuen to ſuch as hauelineda more | 
quier and caſte life heere, yet cuen there alſo, the 
ſleepeof the labourer will be ſpecially ſweer. The 


wee haue ſweat, and ſuffered heere for Chriſt, the 
ſweeter. ſhall wee finde thatreſt, and repoſe in hea- 
uen. The Martyrs ſhall be pillars in the houfe of 
| God. 4poc.3.12, Our Saujour im his anſwere to tht 
petition of the two brethren, ſeemes to imply, that | 
there arc fome, for whom places of preeminence are 
prepared, . Sit weceto fitathis right hand, and = 

neither 
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neither doth this dorine of vnequall degrees of 
heauenly glory any more fauour merit,theu the vn. 
| cqual[degreesof grace inthis life, which oftentimes 
the Lord proportions toour defires,andendeuors in 
the vſe of the means;thewider we open our mouths, 
the mote abundantly hee will fillvs, and with what 
meaſure wee meat to him in painefull and heedfull 
hearing of his word, with the ſame will he meaſure 
to vs in the diſpenſation of his grace: Neither yet 
doth our hearing of the word, defiring opening our 
mouthes wide, meritthatwhich they obcaine. And 
if the danger of thedoQtrine of merit hinder vs not 
from holding that which is indeed apparant to our 
eyes, that according to the degrees of grace, and 
ſanRification,God diſpenſeth many of his temporal] 
rewards in this life, as agreater good name,greater 
inward reverence and honorinthe hearts of men to 
ſuch as excell in mortification abouetheir brethren, | 
why ſhould it feare vs heere? fince the one drawes 
merit with it no more then the other. 3. Beſides 
this generall , there is alfo a ſpeciall proportion, 
agreeing to the workes in ſpeciall, in ſuch manner 
that a man may almoſt read the finne in the puniſh- 
ment, the vertue inthe reward. The midwines built 
the houſes of the Iſraclites, by preſeruing their chil- 
dren,contrary tothe Kings bloudy edict. God ther-: 
fore built them houſes, Dauid purpoſed to build 
God a houſe: God preſently promiſed to build his 


therfore gaue him his own life for a pray.So he hath 
promiſed to recompence our zeale of his glory with 
his zeale of ours, wil honour them that honour me, 


Mar.4.24., 


Exodus 1, 


houſe for euer. Ebedmelech ſaued Jeremes life: God | 1.x,,019, 


_._ neither 
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] coloured ccat;his brerhren ſtripr him of the prince- 


ters, hefound a chaine of gold,in ſtead of the labor 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 


neither doth God keepe this-proportion in aQtiue 
onely, bur alſo in paſſiue obedience. Here 1s/ephs ex- 
ample is moſt remarkeable if we compare his ſuffe- 
rings & rewards together. In ſtead of his brethrens 
hatred he got ſtrangers loughis brethren that ſolde 
him as a ſlaue,adored him asa Lord.In ſtead of the 
priſon, he mer with a throne. In ſtead of iron fet- 


of his hands,a ring on his hand. In fiead of the party 


ly roabes Pharzoh put vpon him. In ſtead of thevn- 
lawfull pleaſure of adultery ,the lawfull comfort and 
contentment of an honourable marriage. Inſtead of 
being a ſervant in the priſon, being haife a Souc- 
ra:g'e ia the Kingdome. The like meaſure keepes 
he alſo in puniſhment. 4b/alons haire, his pride,be- 
came his halcer. The waters which Pharaoh appoin- 
red todeftroy the Hebrew babes, were afterwards 
made fir to paygſon the Apgyptians. Phararh had in- 
feed chem with bloud of innocents, God turnes 
them into blood; and in their colour ſhewe> the ty- 
rantthe colour of his ſinne. Phar:0h {layes the ifra- 
elites children 3 God afterward flew hrs, and all the 
Egyptians firſt borne. Dizes denied £4&4r crums 
of bread; Abraham afterward denied him a droppe 
of water. Thoſe that will not hearken to the ſweet 
and familiar voyce of G © », ſhall be ſchooled by 
the ſtrange language of cruell ſtrangers ouer-top= 
ping them. The &gyptians had vexedthe lfraclites 
with much wearineſſe, and thirſt, in ouerburdening 
them with labour ; G o Þ therefore by deprining 
i them of the vie of their waters, afflicted them 


with 


—— 
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going abour and ſecking for water. Sau/ becauſehe 
flew thoſe that did weate the Ephod, therefore God 
would not anſwerhim cither by 771m or Thummin : 
and his owne hands reuenged vpon himſelfe the in- 
nocent bloud of others. Thewicked becauſe inthis 
life they ſay to God, as itis in Job, Depart thou from 
' vs, therefore inthe life tro come , God ſhall ſay to 
them, Depart from me ye curſed. Adams deſireof the 
godhead was puniſhed with mortality and milerie: 
And vnto him that in Eſiy vauncs himſeife, ſaying, 
1will :ſcend aboue the height of the clouds,and will be 


wichtheſame thirſt and with the ſame wearineſſe irs | 


b| 
1 
þ 
f 
| 


like ro the moſt high, the Lord will have this anſwere | 
to be made,Thow ſhalt be brought downe to thegrane, 
to the files of the pit : Hypocrires performe tempo- | 
raty obedience , God onely giues them a tempo- | 
rary reward herein this life, Aarh. 6.Yerily they hane 
their reward,namely here inthis life,they ſhall have 
none hereafter. So Ahabs temporary humiliation 
abtayned the reiourning of a temporal ſudgement, 
Hypocrites alſo performe an imperfe& cbedience, | 
they will doe ſome few things commanded, bur not 
all : God ſernes them in their owne kinde, hee giues 
them ſome few of his meaner bleſſings, but denies | 
them principall : Whence that excellent exhortati- 
on,2 1ohy 8. Looke ts your ſelues that we looſe not the 
things we haut done , but may receine a full reward. 
Thereis then a plenary reward toa full,and a partial 
or halfe rewardto a ſcanty and halfe obedience.Thus 
Jehnes obedicncein deſtroying 4habs houſe was re- 

| compenced with Gods bleſſing vpon his houſe to 
the fourth generation: anſierabletohis curſe in the 
ſecond 


Eſay 14.14.15. 


EC 27, 


| doth God his fromthem, in his benefits. So cuen, 


IR 
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ſecond commaundement vpon the wicked, to the 
fourth generarion,as in /9ram,whole poſterity is not 
remembred till the fourth generation in the Gene- 
alogie, Matth.1. But yer becauſe Zbnes obedience 
was not {incere, it was not rewarded: fo as is true 
obedience, whoſe reward is far aboue the puniſh- 
ment. Euento 100e. generation. So that cuen in| 
rewards, as well as in puniſhments , God will put 


a difference betwixt an Jſrael;te and an e/£gyp1ian ;| 


that as Gods children are not ſmitten ſo as their 
ſmiters the wicked;becauſetheir diſobedicnce is not 
ſo full as the wicked, therefore they haue but halfe 
a puniſhment ; So the wicked are not rewarded as 
are the godly ; becauſe their obedience is not ſo 
perfit., and complearte , therefore they haue bur 
halfe a reward anſiwerable to their halfe obedience. 
Againe, hypocrites giue God an outward obedi- 
ence, without the inward affeQtion, So God piues 
them his externall benefits, but without any hear= 
tie loue, or affection vnto them ; Looke how they: 
ſeuer their hearts from God, in their obearence, ſo 


and equall is the retribution of diuine iuſtice. The 
vie. Firſt, againſtthe Papiſts vrging their doctrine 
of meritour of this, and ſuch like places, but heere 
we ſce, all the Prophet reacheth is a proportion be- 


ewixt our workes , and wages, betwixt our paines | . 


and pay, thatis betwixt that we doe, and that wee 
receiue. And therefore hee maketh our workes to 
be the rule,not the cauſe of the reward. The rule is 
not the cauſe of the line drawen by it. Neither doth 
God here ſay, thatI may giue to cuery man for,but 
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according to his workes. Surely if good vvorkes, as 
they teach, ſhould be merirorious, then as ir is va- 
iuſtice.in man to detaine the labouring mans wa- 
ges vvhen his vvorke is done: ſoalſo ſhould itbe 
| in God , if he did not preſently recompence eucry 
good worke of his ſeruants,as ſooneas it were done. 


ſhould the reward of our obedience, ſo long oftten- 


gumentis enough to ouerthrow merit, Gods ſlow- 
nefſeas it were in rewarding his childrens ſeruices, 
and that liberty vvhich hee takerh to himſelfefor 
the times of the reward. And therefore heere hee 


And as thehire of the labourers,derained,crieth a- | 
gainſt the couetous oppreſſours : ſo by like reaſon |. 


times deferred, cry againſt God. Euen this one ar-| 


ſaich, ThatI may giue to euery man according to 
his vyorkes , vvithout making any mention of the 
time when, leauing himſelfe free for that. VVe ſee 
thatin paying of vvagesto ourſeruants , vve limit 
our {clues to ſet times, as to the quarters, or halfe 
yeares end, becauſe itis a matter of deſert. butin 
our gifts and gratuities , vvee doe not fo tye our 
ſelues, but giue them when we thinke good. And 
{if there were any ſnch worthineſle in. our workes, 
whar need then that modeſty , of rhe holy menin 
Scriptures, who when they haue defired their faith-. 
full feruice might be remembred with Gods re> 
ward, hauewithall deſired ir might bc remembred 
with Gods forgiuencſle ? as Nehemiah, Remember me 


O my God concerning this, and pardon me according to | 


thy great mercy. Our beſt workes then need forgi- 
uings, and rhatwhich needes forginrng, meritsnort 
, £26ing. Our Sautour when he would haue vs crauc 


Nehe.13,22. 
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daily bread,as our bread, due roour obedicnce by 
Gods promile, then withall he would haue vs crauec 
forgiueneſſe , for the wants ofthatour obedience, 
andtoadde vnto , Gine vs this day onr daily bread, 
ard forgine vs our treſpaſſes, Secondly, againſt our 
looſe profeſſours, promiſing ro therwſelues, though 
living, and lyingia theirſinnes, the reward of glo- 
rie. No, asthou ſoweſt thou muſt reape, and as 
thou breweit thou muſt drinke. If thou ſowe tares, 
neuer looke to reape VVheate. If thou brew with 
Crabbes, neuer looke to drinke milde Beere. As 
our Sauiour comparing the man to a tree, the 
workes tothe fruits , ſayes , Can men gather fieges of 
thornes,thiftles of grapes 210 I comparing our works 
totrees , theirrewards to the fruits, ſay the like. 
Thinke you euer of the thornes and thiſtles of co» 


ring, prophanation of the Sabaoths, cuer to gather 
the ſweet figges, or pleaſant grapes of glory, and 
happineſſe > will this gall- and wormewood euer 


| make pleaſant drinke? will theſe wilde and ſowre |. 


grapes eur yeeld ſweet wine? O that we could fe» 
riouſly lay this to heart, that we muſt all appeare 
before Chriſt, roreceiue according to that which 
here we haue done, whether good or cuill, that hee 
that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reape cor- 


uetouſneſſe, pride, vncleanneſſe, blaſphemy, ſwea-| * 


ruption, and he that ſoweth of the ſpirit,ſhall of the 
ſpirit reapelife eucrlaſting. Then would we begin 


ill? Is it true indeede that according to thequality 


preſently to reaſon with our ſcjues.Alas howpeore, 
how barren am Iin good workes , how fruitful in 


p 


' 


| 


of ourworkes weſhall beiudged? Alas, what other | 
| _ workes | 
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; workes can I preſent the Lord with , belides the 
| workes of death and darknefle ? If theſe had the 

promiſe of reward, thenwere my cale good. Exa- 

mine thy heart my brother , and thinke with thy 
felfe: Thus long haue 1 lined, but what good haue 
| I done? either ro my ſelfe, or others. Where are 
| my prayers, faſtings, humuliations, meditations, 
| well ſpent Sabaorhs , well gauerned children and 


| ſeruants? where ire the workes of mercy to my 
brethrens, cither ſoules in holy admonition,repre- | 
henſion, exhortation ; or bodies, in miniſtring re-| 
liefe to their neceſſities 2 How can 1 looke for the 
penny that haue ſtood idle in the Market-place all 
the day long? for the crowne, thatrefuſed to runne? 
for a good crop in Harueſt, that would not ſow in 
ſeede time? Let vs no longer deceiue our ſelues, 
That which Salowop ſpeaketh of floath in the 
things of this life , is true alſo of ſpiritual] floath. 
He that being ſloathfull in Winter will nor plowe, 
ſhallbegge in Summer, and haue nothing ; as wee 
may ſceinthe rich glutton begging water of Zaza- 
ru to coole his tongue, and in the fooliſh virgins | 
begging oyle of thewiſe. It were madneſke to lecke 
| for aſhes in woods , for Apples and Peares in the 
Seas.But what madneflz to ſecke heauen in hell, glo-. 
|rie in ſhame, light in darknefle, to thinke wee ſhall 
findc cternall life in the way of wickedneſle.. i/,y 
ſecke ye the lining among the dead? ſaid oncethe An- 
 gellto thoſewomen.But why ſecke yee life in death, 
why fecke ye that eternall life , among thoſe dead | 
| workes of darknefle? No glory honour and immortality | 
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in well doing, Rem. 2, 7. If thou goe about to ſceke | 
Gods Kingdomyſecke Gods righteouſneſle. Soſecke 

it, and finde it. Otherwiſe thou doeſt bur take a 
great deale of paines to goe to hell. If thou pray 
thy king dome come, pray alſo, thy will be doe. Gods 
| will muſt be done of thee, before his kingdome can 
 cometo thee. III. Sincethe degrees of glory here- 
after ſhall bee according to the degrees of grace 
heere, it muſt teach vs, if wee would then ſhine in 
glory, nowto fhine in grace. Naturally wee affe&t 
preeminence,, and precedencie in all things. Take 
the aduantage of this thy corruption,to ſhake offall 
ſpirituall ſloath, vſeitasa goade in thy ſide to make 
thee ſwear againe in Gods worke. Double paines 
ſhall bring thee double pleaſure, doubie diligence 
double delight ; double holineſſe, double honour : 
vvho would be a common ftone in the building, 
when he mightbea pillar? vvho would be a doore- 
keeper, or porter ina houſe, when hee might be a 
ſteward? 1 V. Looke we tothe whole courle of our 
lives. God rewards not according to our good, or 
cuill worke, but according to our workes, tothe or- 
dinary courſe of them. One euill worke ſhall nor 
preiudice thee , whowalkeſt in the ordinary traQt of 
good workes ; nor contrarily, one good worke ſhall 
not profit thee who makelt an ordinary tradeof do- 
ing euill workes, V. This muſt teach vs, faithfully 
tc wvalke before the Lord in the diſcharge of our ſc- 


| uerall callings, without any carking care,or diſtruſt- 
{fall choughr raking, for any of the comforts of this 


life. All the caresthat belongs to vs, is howto doe 


! Hae worke well. The care of the reward of our works 


is| 
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is Gods. Looke we well to doe our worke , and God 
will looke farre better roreward our worke, And this 
is that which our Sauiour teacheth 3 when to thoſe 
whinings, What ſhall we eate, what ſhall we put on, he 
appoſeth a contrary careot ſeeking Gods kingdome, 
| and righteouſneſle : for then it they would take care 8 
to worke the workeof God, the reward of God ſhould | 
not be wanting . O then that in ſtead of raking | | 
thought how to get this or that good thing promi- | | 
ſed, we could once take thought how to doe this or | 
that good thing commanded, and fo doing our dutie, [7 
reſt vypon God in the bcliefe of this dodrine ; that he | 
rewards euery man according to his workes. Our | 
Sauiour forbidding his Diſciples ouer-diligent care |. 
inprouiſion of theſe outward things , not to gather | || 
ſiluer or gold, giuesthisas areaſon why he ſo forbids | ; 
them, The labourer is worthy of his wages. The force | Matthzo., { (|| 
of which argument conſiſts in this dorine of Gods | 
juſtice in rewarding well that which is done well. 
For the Diſciples might obieR. True, the labourer | 
is worthy of his wages , but the vnthankfull worldis |- | fat 
vnworthy of our labours ; for it detaines the wages ; 
due to our labours. | | 
Therefore this ſpeech of Chriſt is founded vpon, | 
| 
| 


this holy iuſtice of God, that cannot, whatſocuer be 
the vnkindnes andiniuſtice ofthe world, ſuffer good 
ſeruices to goe vnrecompenced. Iris therefore as if 
he had ſaid: Minde you the workeof your Miniſtery, 
let your onely care be how to fulfill it. Doe not dif: 
|| grace God ſo much as to trouble your ſelues with 
the thoughts of your maintenance, as though God 
was ſo vniuſt,as not to giue good wages to good work- 
; Ff 
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men. V1. Heere is great variety of comfore. 1. Arr 
thou diſcouraged with the meanenelle of thy good 
workes? Thou art no Preacher to conuert foulcs, 
no rich man to giue almes, to build Colledges,&c. 
but onely a poore ſcruant, keeping ſheepe, going to 
plough,&c. Heere for thy comfort remember thar ; 
'Wih God rewards cuery one according to his yvorkes, 
| without making any curious choyce of workes. But | 
as he will punith the leaſt euillworke , cuen an idle | 
4 | word: Marth.12, ſo will hee much -more reward the | 
| leaſt good worke: cuen a cup of cold water, Mat/h.10. 
if cating not onely of our honey, bur cueir of our ho- 
[, ney combe. Can77e.5.1. for his mercy to vs is greater 
| then his iuſtice. Yea, art the laſt day notice will be 
taken of inferiour ſorts of vvorkes, as giuing. a. pecce | 
[ of bread,or a peece of cloath ; when workes far more 
't glorious, as-preaching,praying,martyrdome,are not 
iWit named,yet theſeare mentioned, Aatth.25. Neither is 
this without reaſon, for the baſeneſfſe, or the meane- 
neſle of the matter doth eſpecially ſhew the skill of 
the worke-man. For where the marcer is excellent, | 
there it lendeth ſome helpeto the worke-man, where | 
it is otherwiſe , there nothing but the bare and na-- 
| ked cunning, and artifice of the worke-man is to be 
1  feene. We mill nor ſo wonder ar him that maketha 
good Imageof pold, as athim that maketh as good. 

| of meaner matter. So to ſee zeale, faith, louc in | 
preaching the word, in governing a Kingdome, and | 
ſuch like workes, isnot ſoadmirable, as in the poore | 
| and ſeruile offices of vnderlings, as in keeping of 
| ſheepe ,- ſweeping the houſe,&c. 2. Art thou trou- | 
| bled at the worlds vniuit and prepoſterous reward- 
ing 
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| ing of workes, iuſtifying the vvicked, condemning 
the godly , recompencing [os preaching with the 
priſon , Herodzas daughters dancing with the pro- 
miſe of halfe a Kingdome;(ſo that,as Ceſar once ſaid, 
It were better to be Herods ſwne then ſonne , becauſe 
he killed his ſonnein that maſſacre of Berhlem, when 


mayeſtas well ſay, t were better ts be Herod's Minſlrell 
then Miniſter, Player then Preacher , Dancer then Do- 


this,that God oneday will deale otherwile,nay letthis 
{ peruerſe Iudgement of the world be an aſſuranceto 
thee, that theremuſtneeds bea day of Gods righte> 
ous Iudgements. Iris true, we may ſay to the world 
as Chriſt to the Iewes , Many good workes haxe 1 
done among yew, for which doe ye ſtone me , yer let vs 
not waxe weary, though after our ſowing,ftormesand 
tempeſts, and rhe pinching colde of Winter doe fol- 
low, for in due time wee ſhall reape if wee faint nor. 


ſeruants. Ther 


good for cuill: fourthly,of cuillfor good; the two for- 
mer are the rewards of iuſtice,the third ofmercy,the 
laſt of ininſtice , and therefore is not incident to 
God. God forbid then that any ſhould ſay withthoſe 
in Malachy, 1t is in vaine to ſerwe the Lora, Hearethou 
God ſaying, Behold 1come quickly, and my reward is 

with me. When Mordecay had performed a vvorthy 
| ſeruice to 4hoſbweroſh , in the diſcouery of a dange-| 


his Sow was ſpared? fo thou likewiſe thinkeſt , thou | 


For , becauſe of his Minions dancing recompenced | 
with his Preachers head) comfort yer thy ſelfe with | 


God is not i. 0 to forget the labour of his| 
arcfvure kindes of rewards : firſt, of |. 
good for good : ſecondly, of cuill for euill: thirdly,of | 


—_ cu_—— 


Aug. inP/al, 
119. 17. 


Apoc. 22. 


rous treaſon, hee had not his reward preſently 3 but 
| ns ; Ff 2 yet 
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yet his ſeruice was regiftred, and ſo afterward, when- 
the King looked.vpon the records, it was royally re- 
- Malachy 2. compenced. S0 Malachy reacheth vs that there are | 
\ bookes of remembrance wrictenfor them that feare | 
the Lord. la them all our good workcs are inrolled. 
Ourlabour then ihali not be loſt. Not ſo much as 
our teares but they are botled, Men may forget vs, 
as Pharaoh did 19ſeph, Exodus 1. and the Sechemires 
i | Gracon Indg. 9.17. but God wilinot; Ourreward is 

| | ſure, though not fo ſpeedy,as weedelire : God heere | 
lb: # aſlures vs of reward ; the time hee determines nor. | 
if 3- Doth it trouble thee, that thy good workes worke [ 
Bot that good thou delireit ? Remember that God 
rewards vs according to our workes , not according | 
to his owne worke. Now the ſ#cceſſe of our workes is 
hrs worke, not ours, Doethou thy endeauour to doe 
that which belongs to thee, ro pertorme. the duery 
required, with an honeſt heart; if rhere follow no ſuc- 
ceſſe;thou art never the worſe wo; ker. The good Ora- 
tor alwaies petſwades nor,the good Captaine alwaies. 
ouercomes not , the goo] Phiſitian alwaies heales 
not, the good Preacher alwaics conuerts not. lr is 
enough if thou doe that which hes in thee : Then 
whatſocuer thy farceſ/e be on earth, fmall or great, 
aſt:;recly thy reward is great in heauen. Nay ,thelcfle 
the /acceſ/e,rhe greater ſhall be che reward,fo thou be 
patient; For now voto thy at7zue obedience in. well- 
cove , thou addeſt pafſevein patient-ſuffering ; and | 
| double obedience mult needs haue more then a fin- 
| 


gle reward. 4. Art thou greeued ar vncomely fights 
| tO ſee ſeruants on horſe-back,and Princes walking on 
| | foot ? 10 lee. ſeryants to haue rule ouer Princes, thar | 

is, 
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is, the wicked flouriſhing in their pope, and pride, 
to tyrannize ouer the godly ? doſi thou ſee the whip 
which is moi} ſeemely tor the fooles backe, to be held 
in his hand, to attl1t the backes of others ? doſtthou 
ſee that Aſles, in ſtead of a halter , are fer out with 
goiden bridles ?arechelſe things prickes in thine cies 
as once in Vavz..s ? Comtott thy feite 1n the medita- 
tion of this DoXtrme. Grudge not that the vvicked 
are rewarded according to-their vvorkes. Grudge 
nor, their externali obeience proportionable re- 
ward in the 0.cward things of this life : God here- 
in does no othermife, then as ſometimes nob.e Cap- 
raines, wno hauc honoured their eacimtes, when they 
have fozght valiancly , to put ſoine ſpirits into their | 
owne Souldiers; or then fome:imes Parents doe, 16- 
warding their ſcruants diligence and dutifulncſ'e, 
hereby to prouo..c their owne children. Soſhou14- 
eſt thou interpret Gods temporail rewards gwen to 
the vnſound obed:ence of the vvicked, his eneinies, 
his ſlaues, as a ſpurre hee puts into thy (ide His o»ne 
ſouldier, his owne fonne : for if thouwiltdoe thy du- 
tie as thou ovghreti, how much more mayeitthou af 
ſure thy ſelte of a farre greater reward. For Gus 
bounty is not as manies, liketo theriuers , vvho are. 
greater further off, then neerer home, at the head 
and well-ſpring where they. firſt rife. Withall cor-ſfi- 
| der theſe mens damnation fleepeth nor. T he day of 
iudgement haſteneth, wherem the godly, inthi> lite 
ſtanding at the barre, ſhall fir on thrones, and twdge 
cheir ludges,binding Nob'es with chaines,and Prin- | 
ces With teiters of iron. Though in this life Dizes ; 
eaſt, while Lazarus 15 without, begging : yer in the | 
| Ft. 3 ” fel 


[ 


= wo 66 tes es es 2s otitis. ed ET ——_—_r_ ——_——_Y 


F 


CO OC COCIE__ 


& | ret, quaſi nn 
* | tur dinine pro- 


- | nibns faveret, 


—_ 


Si memint face= | 


| pi evidere- 


uidentia : fi om 
202 ſergaretar 


dinina patientia. 
Aug.mnPſ.30. 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. 
life to come (loe a change) Lazarns ſhall feaft at 
Gods table, or on Gods bed, lying in Abrahams, as 


ing cuery man according to his workes. Then, and 
not before fhall the equality of Gods rewards fully 
appeare. Some of the wicked indeed, eucnin this 
life,herewardeth with condignepuniſhments, 
leſt his prowidexce, butnotall, left his pa#i- 
ence and promiſe of the laſt iudge- 
ment might be called 

into queſtion. 

Xx - * 


once Toehn in Chrilts boſome ; Dines in the meane. 
ime looking ouer, and begging. Then ſhall God 
| make good that which heere he ſpeaketh of reward 


| 


| 


